G.W. Barbour to Luke Lea, January 5, 1852, Sen. Ex. Docs., 32nd Cong.,
1st Sess., Vol. 9, Doc. 61, pp. 2-7 (620).

PrixcrroN, KExTUCRY, Jenvary 5, 1852.

Sk T have just received, to-day, and read, your letter of the 93d of De-
cember, and confess that [ was smnewhat surprised at i tone.

Although T expeet to leave in a few days for Washington, (as 1informed
vou some weeks since) with the originals of the treaties made by me with
various tribes of Indians in California, together with a full report of all my
actings and doings as agent {or the government, which I hope will show
that the charge of gross negleel of afficinl duty is, to say the least of it, un-
merited ; yet, for fear that some accilent may delay, or prevent my reach-
ing Waslungton in due time, I have concluded to write to you by the re-
turn mail, brielly stating some of the reasons why I ““took the liberty of
drawing for such large amounts on the Secretary of the Interior,” &ec.

The instructions given by the departinent originally, were of a general
character—no details, nothing definite.  Under the circumstances, the com-
missioners (my colleagues and myself) met at San Francisco: having noth-
ing definite to guide us in the way of instructions, we adopted a policy dic-
tated by the circumstances in which we found ourselves placed. '

The plan for our {uture operations was duly rommunicated to your de-
partiment.  We found the Indians at open war with the whites in many
parts of the Sate, and, with but few exceptions, 1 believe in the southern
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portion of the State (that portion subsequently mwrnod to me) they were
hestile, and the war between them and the whites “characterized by those
acts of vapine and murder usual in Tndian watfure, The country eallnd for
come relief from such @ state of affairs: the miners-had been dnvou from
the goll mines, aud every day, almost, soine outrage or injury. was done to
the person or property of the citizens, und in return many 6! the Indians
were killed amd their stores of provisions destroyed.

Under such cireumstenees, the commissioners tndortook to effoct a recon-
vilintion and carry ont the plan agreed upon for treating with the Indians.
Treaties were, with much trouble and delay, made by the jeint be ud of com--
missioners with several tribes, with the terms of which you were in due time
made wequainted. A very important feature in those treatics, (and one, too,
without which no treaty could have been made with those Tmlians) was the
supply ol an agreed amount of beet amd flour, to aid in the subsistence of
the Indians treated with, during the years [831 and 1852, Without some
such provisions the commissioners, as well as every intelligent manin Cali-
fornia, knows that no treaty made with those Indiuns woulll he observed by
them s necessely, as well as inclination, would compvl them to steal, from the
whites, animals on which to subsist, as 1 a large .l..lJO"!l_’ of cases the
stores of acarns, &c., laid up by them, had been (lu\m)w by the whites:

-the commissioners, theretore, urwd Irv the calls off !:u'v.xmh “und the voice
‘of the whole vountry, couli do notlung less than agree (o furnish the pro-
visions stipulated in the different treaties,

After the separation of the comnmissioners on the 1st of May, euch taking a
designated portion of the State, far the purpose of more speedily ace, omphsh—
ing the work ne cessary to be done, it was agreed that “the ~t1pulahon\ of
the treaties formed by the Joint board should farm. tht' l\'\sls of all future

Streties. Inoaecordanee with this apreanent, and in lic chseace of any in-
alenclions from your dnpmhnenl I proceeded at ouce to discharge, as far
as possibley the daties (! ‘evolved upen e in that portion of the State allotted
o me; uml before peceiving one word from your department, relative to the
amount o the apyropriation made for the purpose hv (r\n'rres‘;, or any in-
struetions in nldtmn to our futnre pnlu y, 1 had cone cluded troaties with all
the Indins in the San Jouquin and "Lulure valleys: and in fact I made no
treaties alter learning the views of the department to uching the supplies to
the Indians in 185],

Whilst acting as & juint hoard, the commissioners, under the pressing de-
wand for beef with which to feed the Indians on the San Joaquin reserve, ae~
cording 10 the stipulations of the treaty made at Camp Barbour, on the San
Io(xqmn river, and in part fulfilinent of that trmty, purchased some two hun-
tred head of eattle, (1 speal fromn recollection onl'y as to the number) whieh
were afterwards defivered, as I learned from € olonel Adam Johnston, the
sub-agent.  After separating with iy colleagues, many proposals were
made by different persons to supply the amount of beef, &c., necessary to

. carry out the treatics that hail heen or might be made by me. Iinvariably
answered such propositions by an assurance that T had no direct authority
to make such contracts.  On the 25th of May I recvived from Colonel J-
C. Fremont, a letter containing a proposition to supply beef, &c., a copy
of which is herewith enclosed. Alter consulting with some of the officers
in command of {he escort, end refiecting on what had been done—and
knowing as well ax [ did the necessity for somcthing to be done to sceure
the peace of the coumxy. and save not only the liy es anid property of the
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ciiizens, but the Tadians, trone destruction—1 detemined on the 25th of
\l.n toopake a mml?liu. al eoptepet winly Froment s bt be g arrived
inceempe woudd ke vo enntract with him vttt | hid shown to him wy
ledtee ol '-p\m.x. ment. istruetions, e, sestirine him at the thoe that 1 did
net befieve that | owas authorbiad By wy destrtctions (o wmake such ean-
trertet nnd that i made ot .a||, t.n_\- woihl snt be .1](\ nntil ('(unnuu-g

frasecs v Lt Gl IR Vot ot ok bl ety |,.-}\'ynl oo
el the approv al or z*-'n clian of suelecontrnet- h- VU «ll parlnent. AMer

eximining these papers) e expressed o enlive willingress o % take the
chatees " ander the (-i:'t't'.ms!'.n:w.\'. [ then addressed Bie e note mnder date
of the 25th o May, o ecopy of which T heresith enclose, coneluding with
Wi i enndifionad vontract, a8 yon \\'HI perecive, of all which §in due time
mitened vour de partmeit. Colome! Fremont in o few davs started for Lox
Anels, i the vicininyor whiel p«.u-v he cmmmp atoed puvehasing eatife
to dulid said coptraet, Uatterwinrds pset withe hive W Los Npeedes o the
"M dave of Jnneg o fiest of .l\.!_.. sl iniontaed i that 1 bad rec el
crier ome Colonet NeWee, o the copanission, in whivh Lo stated 1l
:.;.l_-. e st ol 25,000 hael Deen approprizted for the objert of our
missrone el thar yowe deparftient Tind Batvaetsd e comtissinners (o
sl e Tusthe e stipnlntions for feading the Tadians during 1950, in any
ireaths weanipht matker atter the rece Ih| ol thet letter, 1o, Colonel ¥pe-
s, theeno awverd an o l'1"m~h lmm- triles with whow trewtios heud already
< heen vonelinded, with Feet onbyy to the amount of the draits deawn by me
ary e Seer Ly \ vl the [m(!u l.'( ny SN S0 ) '
Atter e b divery of apenion of The beel, Colanel Fromont endli npon
.w;m\ terd as i favory that D wounld deas on thee Seceetary of the
tpterioe theee several dralis—one e 25,000, ooe for =068, aid one for
=200 —to enable b to ey ont s contracts | (m;"( ted ta datier xa,
Stedhine i that T haed 2o aathority tor so doine, e e i Nerl that he vould
Bl "‘ltn]nn"‘ withiont, unhsa ata wreat saeritiee s thet o the dells were
drawi, he b nl fll“ml\ who knew the diffiealtios m tlu- way of 1l probabie
Tionoring of the afts, It who would neverthelvss aid i i it was put
intn 1h.r shipe, knowing thint L e the draits as desived by lnm, it
wordd make ng ditferendte, s far as the covernmen! was coneerne i the
condraet ar n.m\.u"mu,.und b the same Done be of esseniind serviee o him,
as hestated, Feonsented, and drow weeordingly, Subsequentlyy aml after
the delivery of the remainder of the beef, ] (hu", e mr«’m'» to his (C nlone]
Fremont’s ) reguest, the other drafts on the siome departinent or oflicer.
inaloing g0, | knew T was acting witheat ay diveet aathority, and eonld
ouly Jnxhl\' the avt by the prvs\mw and urgent necessities of the vase, and
m ﬂw absener of direet iustroctions.
3y feeding the Indinus with beel, s ‘lxl» ..mal in the freaties, I was
satisfied, as was every man in Califuruia w anything ot the charie-
ter ol the Todians of thiat country, that it was lm- very best hossible means
of concidiuting the wood feelings of the Tndians, and” thus earry out the
spirit, if not (e striet Tetter of our insteuetions,

In receiving beef [ron Colonel Fremont, [ recelsed an ametnt suflicient
ter feed e Tindiang treated with, south of llu- Mereed viver, nutil the spring
of the yuar I?‘-):Z: my reason for so doing was the luet, that dmmrr the
winler ar rainy season it is m-ncl.«llv nnpu\\llm- 0 ot lnn\ isions o any
kind into that part of the State,

A part of the heef rc(‘cucd, and for which the diadts were drawn, was

TR
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deliversd 1o ihe fmlim,\' at the various reserves ; e remainder, neicen
fundred head, were delivered by me to Caionel Adum Johnston, sub-agent
rm the Nun Imu[mn velley, e whicl T took his receipt,

f hiave now, siry given you o soreint statement of the whole transaction,
Irmu\lm with the rensens lh:-t influeneed mé. amd “the cireumstanees vader
which 1 took the .mnr‘, of dvinwing an the NMeerotary of the ]n(un.r o
sne h farge smas ol money, ™ \\}mh k hone will be suificient to relicve my

Wl 4 o any elbarrassient,

\thu\ \' ., A WLy s 1,08 Tea

"0 the sth(r" ol mv (mlf‘\“’\lll](l eeowith the rlmn::fmt o | eonfess, wir,

ihat it was nnt ax [ qun ax 1 eauld have wished s bt when you lake into
:-nns'i«h ratinn the et that T was nat vamfortably qoactered in Sin !"mmis-
cea, gergento, o Nt h.nn. aoe indeed in Hny n'lu; town whepe woon-
povtunities foy writhng and il Seilitios were at band. hut, on Ilm«nnn.u\
for monthy in the wilderness, hendpads of mies rom e Babitation af ans
civiliged Deing, strvemdad e hostile suveees O Tope, siv von will ent L
dizposed to hold me 1o seesteiet wn aeeounmbility wa il rwise ] mil,r‘.ﬂ Y
willinge to wnbmit to, 1 have ‘.\Il(tl"l o voae dre p.n'.‘nw s oftey e § ln‘\,
hind matters of interest to commuaicste, aml an epportuiy of com nnu t-
vne thems oo wead, ey ever sinee £ entered tpoa the s (h.nm‘ uf 4
Bl trust eontides te nee 3 e et Al vonseiontion. e the disehareg. nl'
thes abaties, mevordites 10 s best jodeinent. ander 3
e of hennnoily aned aeese oF duty,

' Viry r('s';.w ol

«

NSRRI (.')1'(."'1" vervnng,

Hor, Leww Ly, Oz defuner.

. M| setul von :u'-'m"np‘:"\' a0 Frement's beet aecor s g receipis
or abalts towethey with o copy of A, J‘mn\lm. s eeeeipt for 1OBD L] of
beet’ vattie, : (. W, B

Moewrosy LoSax iragriy Voannas,
RICTE I RN
i He m' ool ik diver, nelghis
1)71:'1:;'r f the Lo nowhom vou e -
'_’it'ft'.i i (.n..mu ? i vy ('nnvw'u it i3 :hv- tljuwing priposais,

- b

i} i preseiry e eosa T RRN (v ishieen hundeed
lu mlln‘tl v fn(\-n\n) ol anbnis el ead-
YD nees! B the eneenfion of

TR yonr ('l"«“t'im 1y il

U H.-" TRRTIH || " l'fllll‘l I
the, Dracad vows ad hrand swares) which REIES

vour treaties with the Biglime tribes in e is
whivh T wderstand - (o compreberst ahl that porGon of Lo Siale |\1mr -
nween the parallel of the npper waters of the 'Nn'\ J(ul([lllul river "lul !l.v
M’nlt]wm boundary fines  bengave and hind myseld toomake the m]m ries
fn the enurse of Che e wont wml following yviars, at «tch time i ]u'll iR
within the distrier, as yon xlmll tndieate, i ia commence the defivieries ane
month wltor the date of notiheation, Lo ey of treatiog, ax they shall sueeess
stvely he made, :

U propose to furnish beel catths, upon the Loofy 2t the priee of fifteen
eents per pmmd, et brood cows, between the ages of threo and five vears,
it the price of seventy-live dollars ench t aud hromd . reg, hetwoeen tie wres
of four and six yuoars, at the priee of seventy- five dellars rach,

Very respeetfully,
JOHN (. FREAMONT.
Co] G. W, Bumuw, Indian Commissioner, §c.
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' qultu M

man, and beld evin, as [ do, that your olfer

6

Caar Keves, ox rue Canvrs Ruver, Cannroryia,

Mny 2%, 1351,
: T have recetvied your Tetter of the IMh instunt, in which you pro-
pm(' ﬁmmhm" beef caitle, brood mares and cows, to the Tudians in this
(the \uuthvru) distrirt of the State, according to the stipulations of such
treaties ag have heen, nr may he, made with the Tndians.
Having received no advices from the Indian rh-parhm-nt at W .lklnnwtnn.
since my collragues and myrelf adopted the policy of supplying those In-
dinue, with whom we might treat, with beef and storck, &c., [ could not, ex-
cept to a very limited extent, enter into any unconditional contract for
cupplying those Tndinns treated with, in this (the southern) distriet of the
but in view of the necessity for such supphes. and not doubting but
that the proper authoritiex will readily acquicser in the policy that we have
ardopted, T should not hesitate to make such contracts as may be pecessary
1o carry ont, in gond failh, the stipulations of such treaties as may be made
with the Indians ; suck contracts, of course, being lett subjert to the approval
“ar rejeetion of e Indian department at W ashingtou,
7 have had mas ¥ [\mpm.tl\ offered me, to turuish such supplies: but re-
garding your offir s the hest, and Towest, of any yet m.n!(- by a responsible

is a foir one, T Dave coneluded

to cloge with your proposition, subject; however, to the approval or rejec-

tion of the same by the Indian department at Washington,
arranzement he sattedherory, vou ci confer with Colonel

Should this
AL Johnston, sub-

agent for the Sun Jouguin valley, who s near you, and who will advise you
nf the time and plave, and nmnh(‘r of beef cattle wanted for the lindians in

this vieinity, with whom treaties have been made.
what will be necessary

Col. J. 07

Respectfully,

Fresos .

Puy, Univen Statisy,

To Joux C. P'M‘\\nw

after leaving this valley.

(;. \'.\l'- "l.\},\};(‘)[ “'

Fowill advise you as tn

(smmissioner,

Dxr.

To two lunidred and seventy head of bc(t cultle, averazing cavch five

hundred pounds net weight,

feft by Alexander (iodey at different points

in the valley of the San quum for the use of the Indians, arrecably to
the treaties, as follows, viz:

At t}w
1Y) “”l
it 1
(X X1
4 (14
[T 14}

TOXAMea s "osmrecennencacuncnnananucmenns ceaa M2
Tuliare Jakteeeceeaeneeeteacaaianecenns meeeee A1)
Cahuia rivers-«-..---- tdecceeeceeasaans vaerees 3B
N R e cemean- PR ceee M
San Joaquineesscevemaiioiiaaann cemeeann eena 31
River Fresnnmeeeceveneneasnmaaaann- cmammeneeas 3

Amounting to 135,000 pounds—$20,250.

Received, at the military post of Fort Miller, on the Sun Juarjuin river,
from Colonel G.W. Barbour, Indian agent for the United States in Cali-
fornia, the twenty-eighth day of August, 1351, the sum of twenty thousand
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two hundred and fifty dollars, in drafts on the Hon. Secretary of the Inte-

rior, in full of the abhove amount.
JOHN CHARLES FREMONT.

———

Twe Unttep StaTuy,

: To Joux C. FrrmoxT, Dxz.
To ~..,()OO pounds beef furnished Indians at Texan-------- 5,300 00
D00« e ¢ ¢ at Juan's ranchero 375 00
OOO‘OE: “ o « at Cabuia-------- 4,500 00
21,000 ¢ g« “« of hmg s river---~- 3,150 00
13,000 6 o L of San Joaquin--- 1,950 00
16,000 ¢ s s 6 at the Fresno, by
Alex. Godey=---=-acememnian i 2,400 00
/ 500 pounds beef turmshud [ndians by V. D. Haller-- 1,125 00
300« « i ¢ at the Fresno, from
Mariposas ranche-«-----coceraaaaiocannnn 4,275 00
950,000 pounds beef furnished Indians, delivered August
27th, at San Jouguine---coeanaiaoaaaaaan 142,500 00
' 163,575 00
By dralt on Hon. Alexander. 1. H. Stuarte---cooaeanoonnn 10,000 00
153, 0

Received, at the military post on the San Joaquin river, from Coloncl (r
W. Barbour, Indian agent “for the United States in California, this twenty-
eighth day of August, "1831, the sum of one hundred and fifty~three thou-
sand five hundred “and seventy-five dollars, in drafts on the Hon. Secretary

of the Interior, in full of the above awount.
JOHN CHARLES FREMONT.

Fom' MILLER,
San /oaqum River, August 28, 1851,
G. W, Barbour, Indian agent for California, has this day delivered to me
nineteen hundred head of beef cattle, to be distributed among the [ndians
south of the Chonchilla river, with w hom treaties have been tormcd in ar-
vorilance with the stipulations of said treaties.

ADAM JOHNSTON,
Sub~Indinn Agent for San Joaquin Valley.
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