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{EReferred to oliice of Indian Afinirs, 24th Sannary, 1852.]
To the Hon. Mr. Stuart, Secrelary of the Interior.

Sne: The continued delay of M, mrlmur, the govemment agent in
Caltforniie for muaking Indian treaties, who has not }el arrived with the
treatics, nnd the ruinous cansequences to Mr. Fremont from this delay, in-
duze me {0 ask vou to proceed at once to endeavor to obtain an appropri-
ation in the dr*ﬁuanm hitl, 10 cover the wmount of the draftshe has received,
on the evidence snbmitted 1o you. These are:

ist. The drafte themselves, which have been presented and protestedd,
and which are evidence of their own existence, anl pre=suppose their own
correctness.

2d. The original propesals of Mr. Fremont to furnish the Locf—a copy
being annexeid Lo this paper.

3d. The original letter of the agent, Mr. Barbour, accepting the propo-
sas, and declaring them to be the ]ovowt and best terns oficred by any
vesponsible bid der.

Ath. A statement from Mr. John Walker, well known as n butcher and
catile dealer, both in Washington and San Francmo, from which it appears
that the contract price with Mr. Fremont was below the ready-money

prices of beef in San IFrancisco, and helow what the government vessels, the -

liies of ste'lmers, apd citizens, paid him, and that he would not have taken
Mr. Fremont’s contrant when made, nor take such a one now.

ith. The letter of Mr. McCorkle, representative fromn Califoruia, stating

the price of beef; in 1801, ai Sacramento, Lo be twenty-five cents per pound
and, out in the mining districts, from thnt\ to fifty cents per pound.
hth. Statement froin Mr. Henr) B, BEdwards, showing the actual ¢ Iehvmy
“the cuttle, their weight, number, &c., and the urgency of the commis-
sioner to have them delivered promptly, and- sho'\'mﬂ' the current price, on
lu_ San Joaquin, to be twenty-five cents all round, and for ready money.
7th. The statement of Licutenant Beale, of the United Stafes navy, tes-
_nylhf" to the same facts with Mr. Henry B. Tdwards : and farther, (o the
urgency of the commissioner to have the cattle deliv exed and his promises
to have the treaties ut Washington hefore the meeting of ConngSs, refusing,
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on that account, to remain langer to treat with the southern ludmns, though
Colonel Fremont urged him to "do sn, as the only means of keeping them m
peace and .rmndclnp with the United States.

These evidences thus submitted arve deemed suffivient to authorize an ap-
propriation to pay the drafts, and also to make an equitable compensation
for the delay of payment occusioned by the non-arrival of the agent. The
damages to Colonel Fremont are four per vent. per month on sev ent\ thou-
sand dollars of the drafts, from the time they were prcwnt(-d il paid,  He
is now in the third month of that ruinous interest, zmc] the agent not yet.
arrived with the treaty ; and he or hisfriends having no —————, com-
pel him 10 come on ar to get the treaties from hiw,

Colone! Fremont knew there was no appropriation to wect the drafts: he
took the risk of Congressinaking the appropriation, but in the full fuith that
the treativs would be presented at the commencement of the session,

The acceptance of the propesals of Colone] Fremont contains a stipula-
tion that they are to e subject to the-approval of the Indian department
at Washington ; but this condition only applics to the deliveries required for
the year I3 92, the agent Joqvnrmcr some immediate deliveries *¢in view of
the necessity of such supplics,” and Colonel Fremont requiring /o com-
mence the deliveries wz{/zm vne monlh after the dale of the ratification to
him of the trealtes.’

The treaties were made in May, 1851, and the deliveries for which the
drafts were given were made in June 10]]0\\mr*, and the terins of the pro-
posals ind acceptance, us well as the nature of the vase, show this part of
the contract 1o be unconditional,

TIHOMAS H. BENTOXN,
for COLONEL FREMONT,

Manrrosas, Sax Joaquin Variey,
May 19, 1351.

Str: Havi ing established a cattle rancho on the Mariposas river, neigh-
Lu“u;_r, to the Indian fribes of the Sierra- Nevada, with wham you are en-
gaged in treating, [ sulunit to your consideration the following proposals :

L propose to farnish for Ll present and ensuing years, (cwhtwn tundred
and fifty-one and eighteen hundred and fifty-two) all the animalg, beet cat-
tle, hrood cows and brood ma s, which you shafl need for the execution of
your treaties with the Indian tribes in the district under your direction, and
which-Lunderstand to comprehend all that portion of the State lying be-
tween the parallel of the upper waters of the San Joaguin river and the
southern boundary line. I engage and hind myself to make the deliveries
in the course of the present and following years, at such time and place
within the district as you shall indicate, and.to commence the deliveries
one month after the date of notifications to me of the treatics, as they shall
suceessively Le made,

I propose to furnish beef cattle upen the hoof, at the price of fifteen
cents per pound net s brood cows between the ages of three and five years,
at the price of sev ent)-‘iw dollars exch ; brood mares between the ages of
four and six ycars, at the price of sev cnty -five dollars each.

Very respectfully,
JOHXN C. FREMONT.

To Colencel ;. W. Bareour,

ndian Commissioner, §c.y &c.
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Camp Keyes, Ganvia River, CariForyia,
May 2R, 1851,

Sir: | have received your lotter of the 19th instant, in which you pro-
pose furnishing beef~cattle, brood-mares, and cows 1o the Indinns in this
(the southern) district of the State, according to the stipulations of such
treaties as have been, or may be made with the various tribes.

Having received no advices {rom the Indian department at \Vnshina;tou
since my colleagues and ryself adopted the policy of supplying thoge
[ndians with whom we might treat, with heef and stock, &e., T could not,
except 10 « very limited extent, enter into any unconditional contract for
supplying thase Indians treated with in this (the southern) district of the
State; but in view of the necessity for such supplies, and not doubting but
that the proper authorities will readily acquicsce in the policy that we have
adoptedl, I should not hesitate to make such contracts as may be necessary
to carry out, in good fuith, the stipulations of such treatics ax may he made
with the Indians, such contracts, of course, heing Tett subject to the appro-
val or rejection of the Indian departinent at Washimgton.

I have lLad many proposals offered me to furnish such supplies: but
regarding your offer as the best und Jowest of any yet made by a re'gpon.\
stble man, and believing as Ido that your offer is a fuiv one, | have con-
cluded to close with your propaesition, subject, however, to the approval or
rejection of the same hy the Indinn department at Wachington,

Should this arrangement be satisfuctory, you can confer with Colone] A.
Johnston, sub-agent for the San Joaquin valley, who i< near you, and who
will advise vou of the time, and place, and number of beef-cattle wanted
for the Indians in this vicinity, with whom treaties have heenwnade, 1 will
advise von as to what will be necessary after ]can’ing thix valley.

Respectfully, )
G. W. BARBOUR, Commissioner, &c.

Cnlonel J, C. FreMoxT.

Wasnveron Ciry, January 23, 1852.
- This will certify that 1, Jobn Walker, of the city of '\Vashinqmn, born
and raised in the eity, and engaged all my life in the cattle and butcherine
business, and now carrying on the sane in this city, and also having carri('?l
or the same busmess in Sun Francisco, in California, during part of the
year 1350 and 1851, as partner with Mr. Steinberger, am ﬁmroforc well
acquainted with the prices of beef and beet-cattle in California during that
time, and in the summer of 1351 ; knew, by report, of the contract made by
Colonel Fremont to furnish beef-cattle to the Indians at the San Joaquir;’,
at the price of fifteen cents a pound, and 1 consider the price to be Jow,
and such a one us I would not have taken the contract for. It was below
the current ready-money prices of the country, and less than I was getting,
cash down, from individuals, companies, and United States ships, at the
same time. \We,sold at San Francisco a common beef to individuals at
about eighteen to twenty-five cents per pound, and choice Leef at twenty-
five cents per pound; to Howland & Aspinwall’s stewners at fif'een cents
per pound, and usually to the amount of R3,500 to 85,000 per steqrarr, and
abways paid down, the beel'in @1l cases taken from ue wizheut the (xpense
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or tass af deliverivs, which was & heavy item of expense to the contractors;
to Howard & Sons” steaners at the same price and upon the sate terms as
1o Howland & Aspinwall’s. L also furnished the city prison with beef for
the ]nl\n!l(:h on v eontract with the agent, at L‘l"‘]ll(t'n cents per pound
this beet” vonsisted of neek pieces prineipally. None but humueros rould
drive the Ualifornia eaftle, and we Liave civen three hundreed dollars a
month to some that we have employed. The Toss aml ex (pense must have
been great to Colone] Fremont on driving cattle to the frontices on the San
Iu.:qmn, aml [ would not take his contract even if' the fifteen cents were to
he paid dewn at the time of delivery.

Imake this general statement, and am willing to unswer any questions

Iufore o conunitiee.
JOHUN WALKTER,

P, 8.—O0n iooking over my hoeoks nes in this cm, [ oo that we fur-
nh‘u(l the Lnired States hxgxt«- Savimmaly with beef i the year IRH0-51
aisn the Dnited Nates revenne barque Polk: also the United States lrig
Lawrence s aiso the United States brig Dolphin: also the United \tc.“.‘g
revenne schoone Arens: also the U mlm[ Stites steamner Massachusetts, at
the rates nentioned, and all for ready mrmu J. \\.

Wasinvarox Crry, January 94, 1552,

Drar S In answer to vour inquiries as to the price of beef in Califor-
nia, 1 have to reply, that during the summer aml fall of Iast year the
maurkel pr e wis {n'cnu/ /ur m'nlr per pr)u"ri in 1he \mlu nf ﬂ.v Sacra-
mento,  In the mining region the price varied aceonding 10 the distance
from the valley, ranging imm thirty to fitty cents per pnuml

Respeetfiullv, vour oliedient servant,
: JOS. W, M'CORKLE.
_ Hox Trovas 1. Brstox,
Washingion City.

WasniNgrox, Januery 24, 1852,
Thi< will cerify Ahat 1, Henry Bl Fdwards, of Chester, Delaware county,
Penngylvania, v, eht o C.nhtornm in May, 130, and returned from there i

Octoher, 1331, aml the principal part of that tise was an the Mariposas,
doing Imsiness o my account part o the time, anil assisting: Col. Frcmont
in his delivery of cattle under the contract witli Mr. .nhom the Indian
commissioner,  That 1 bought muelt beet” for myself, and also bouo'ht par-
cels for Cal Freent, and néver patd less than twenty-five cents a pound,
ready money, for llu- beel all xonml, and more if choire parts only were
taken. That | wis in charge of Col. Fremont’s rancho when he went to
the «onth to huy the eattle; “and hearing that the Indians were troublesome
on Lis route, T and Licute nant Beale, of the navy, with two others, went
down 10 neet himy and did meet hin higl up on the San Joaquin ; and as
Mr. Savage, wlio was in the emplosment of Mr. Barboup, was there and
urged Col. Fremont 1o hasten on cattle to satisfy the Indians on the Frezno
and King's rivers, on the San Joaquin, above the Big Bend, I took charge of

Scanned by KJD - 2009 4 0f 6



Thomas H. Benton, for Colonel Fremont, to Alex H.H. Stuart, Referred to Office of Indian
Affairs, January 24, 1852, Sen. Ex. Docs., 32nd Cong., 1st Sess., Vol. 9, Doc. 61, pp. 13-18 (620).

' [ 61]

the drove, being two thousond head, and hestenesd them on Aml made the
delivuries. l}u) were delivered al different places, as we came 1o the Jn-
ians, or rather as they came and metus. They were all boughtin the old set-
tlements in the soutl, anid were cansidered the finest drave of cattle ever
brought up. At the delivery the commissioner himself was present ; alse
Mr. Johnston, an Imiiam sgent s alse two gentlemen of the anny, (n)p(hl"x‘
men) hesides Colo Fremont. Licut, Beale and Alexamder (:odvv They
were averagel atb five hundred pounds apicee, the average hvmrr tuken b_)
an estimate founded on a view of the whole in rodea ; that is to say, by form-
inge them in w eirele and making the whole walk round, which is the Span-
ish morlv of counting a nl mspee tm«' and 1o which the cattle are h.um o,
and will begin to form e~ soon asthe baquera callsout *rodea.” T assisted
to Jdetiver nine L(-('n h«mrhml to the agent, or to the Indians with him: also
fve huvlred wnd fiity-one brfore (i ity 10 the Indinnz at the Tahon Pass, on
the Coahilla, on l\un; s river, on the Tolare, on tlu- l resto, and v the Nan
To.u[l'm Belore the arvival of the catthe at the place of delivery, the Tu-
dinns being impatient, Cnb Friamont had hetween eoventy aml eighty head
nurch.lwtl from the Awmerican «etlhanents ot the high rate of h‘l\' dollars

a head, whieh had to Le driven abont sisnty or sevi ity miles in the wild
eonntey, nad siutfored a loss ¢f ahoul ter head, (fve i one niait )

The loss on driving the whele bamd from the sonth was about four hnn-
drod head, amd the (-\]w'w-\ eornous, some of the heyeros havine ten
doilars o day, and about ninety horses: being abont -m--—'mll of tnc.n
destroyrd, il nes ]y all the e «f worn llm"n and nseless. This creal loss
and expensy was owine to the urgeni demand ol the arent foogrel the
cattle brought on to l\vv;) the Indians guiet, sund the extreme beat ol 2he
wether and scarcity of water, it heing 1}1(' muldle of the dry scason, and
ihe distanee deiven abont dve haadeed meileso and all thronsica wild e num: .

H.OO0 BDWARDS.

. Wasiiseros Crry, Janury 21, 18452,

This will vertity that 1, Litenant B F. Beale, of the Uniled States nm),
was tn Califorsia, mostly. sinee 1305, and espectadly in 1930 anct 1251, and
was part of that thae eagaged in business for Commedore Stovkton. and Me.
Aspinwall,at the \I.mpmns mines, and hought heef fer theirestablishment, and
asually 1>'ml from 2 to 30 centsa pound for i, and never less than 20 cents,
and that for beef all round, and for ready money always. T also certity
that T have read the statement in this case made by My, Henry Edwards,
and am acquainted with almost every fuct metioned by him, and know it to
be true. I aleo know that Mr. Rarhour, the smamis<ione r, wis nnmxm:mtv
with Col. Fremont for the prompt delivery of the cattle (wuh in June, to
keep the Tndians friendly and peaccable, and that (ol Fromont made the
srrealest exertions, aml at rreat loss and expenge, to comply nun(‘ttm”y and
when he found that he could not get the whale drave to the appointed place
on the appointed day. had a lot of about 75 head brought froin the nearest
settlement at a great prive, 50 doilars a head, and de livered in ad vanee, and
50 satisfied the Tndians, who were becoming very restless and suspicious.
T also believe that. the Iudians thus supplied b) the contract with Cal, Fre-
mont are the only ones now pc.tu\xl)h disposed towards the United Statex.

I also saw Col. Barbour, the rommxsvonr.r. and Call Fremont, often 1o

Ex.-—2
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grether during the time of the existing of this contract, and know that he
{(the comnissioner) vonstantly promised to have the treaties at Washington

cartv; and it he weuld bring them on, and guve that as a reason why bhe

woalll not wait to hald treaties with the Indiams to the south, though Col.
Fremont urged hing to du soy as the only means of keeping the southirn
Iaddians peacenble amd quiet,

Bul he persisted i his determination, and came off in the steamer of

- October Jh, and has not yet arrived, to my knowledge.

[ alvo knew that Col, Premont negotiated a0 partof the drafts he gave
hi (0 pay for the eattle he hought @ making the negntiation on the exor-
bitant terfas usual in Culifornia, vud in full confidence that the treativs would
hee hiere by the meeling of Congressy and they are not here yet.

EDWARD ¥F. BEALE, U. 5. &,
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