"Address of Col. R. Mckee."
Sacramento Daily Union, Janua
1852: p. 2, col. 4.

Scanned by KJD - 2009

y 27, R
AR
i
"lhe
thie two If
}mmbcr on
L()J;r of perb'
uvernm
1slafure; it
mk Mvhee '

] "l he mecti
of \Tevuldn,

tion of | the-
refdlence to

tho Indmn
I3, then' in

‘ menoed lns

- In préqcn i
mnkc botor
prc:;xdmm Q
MeKee reing

others who
tunt subj et
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,ql sev eru,l leading.members of thd
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and, ot his request
smtod the ok
semblédl to H

"Chleornia, )

‘ mmxs mners .smce thur d.l‘i ival.

'lh.bt, dlbt.n- \

ing: Gommxbteed on lIndum Affairs of
usesl held & meeting in the Assembly
%tqu d,a,_y evoning. Quite o large num-
§ wete. in attendance, including the
Leg-
W mg bq(m mmoungpd that Col. Red-
India pommxssmoner of, the  United,
‘def I:ss ‘the Commxhtbcs |

gw écallcd to-ordér by Mr. Lyons,
(_(reu Estill briefly
eeb for whxch the Committees had as-
ear; from F.’he Commxssfonex an exposi-
.Qlwy f the General Governm t. in
the eol mzutlon of the lndmn Tribes of
‘,d a bmf mstox y: of the proccedupgs of
( ‘én.

:t’ll‘css,;i;' : C ‘
g the. wtzttement wliuch he propa‘ied to
tie bommlbtecs, b ithe request ofi tho

ilrers of’ the Senute, m;xd Aszsombly; 1\11

‘Ked t.hab e 8uy - mfound him many
yubtless felb an interest in the 1thur-
vhich hé had come hege to dizcuss.|  ble
acknowledgmonts ?»»the Committeds
8y they had evineed,:bvth in inviting
them, and in abtendmg here to listeir

to his remarks, . ke also bespoke ;bhcu mdulgence

for any enra
limits ol a 2
sable, nnd
thé more pr
to oratorica
popuiar sen
inure than
ambilion,—

differeut punaunta,

Slavments o

j or omissions which might veeur.
1

T'he
ort address rendered hre¥ity indigpen-
uld allow himn time morel) fo glange at
nent topicy.  He made ny, pretensions
display. L& wus noto polftician in the
1 of thitt term.,
durter of a century,—he4night sy his
ul led him to seek” distinetion in very

nature,

Hwn

Pheas in
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LHis ‘hivbits of lite, for

1 the more quiet and pacifi¢ em-
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t tation, in’|the columns of & newspaper published in
| this city,—a|paper claiming &' be the exponeht of
{ thie principlés. and policy of tue great Democratio.

i : 1. T | . ! 3 N ryre e J'
| 'party. , Ie réferred’ to the fpapor (The ‘Limed ind:|
| Lrapscript)whose character-was so vividly illustrated! |

{ nothing for t

| he trusted, b entirely vindicates by the beneficent

ﬂti:ie land ; they were 'thaénomd'éhs-‘thwrul’ml from

- States ; theyfomtd that system, in

SRRV oY AeMAVA ALAL ARLAAA LNV LA AN \ALSUVAAAVLLAVAM A l\\,x.,
Lli,ﬂéttput.'ﬂu wuits, in the more quiet gud pacifig ¢~
J""i%?()‘y‘ments\, ¢ comn;m‘ce.f "These, in- their nature,
r-.l.,t.ucrlglisqua ified than fitted & man to shine o the

rosteum. The Couonnittees would thopetore e,{pec '
nathing from him but a. plain and truesstatement of

thie: procegdings of the Indian Uummi;_ssioxmrs,L(.‘ul.
Bf}rbour,g),. Wozengraft and himself, while they
acted as o joint bon;r%.‘, and his -own subsequently.
- 1le haq thi mpre readily embraced this opportunity
ot} presenting| to the intelligent Committees of the
Stnate gud i ssembhy, a correcet aceourit of the|pro-
ceedings of the (jgmmissiupers,becaueéﬁéﬁs ownjacts |
as well asl thi acts of his colleagues had bepn o

standing thefho: of ‘woatse criticivin and misrepresen-

by Mr. Hllisjof Nevada, durirg a late dubate inthe
Huuse,. 20 Itr as the I’J:we calamnnies ‘utteredi by |
this papen cdiicerned himself, He (Mr. Mcll.) ddred
them: They could not injure him j his
acts, a8 a |Commissioner,of the Governnent, would,

=

T

-

results whicl he.belii-;\"'ed-'*vo'uld%@‘i)roceed from them. |
The Indiatiraces once ogoupitd and owned this'en-

thie frozen Ngtth'to the sunny South—from the cast-
ty Pacific on the west.
s admitted info the Amjeticzm,/
Union, one df the' first duties of the (oneral: Gov-
ernment wad! to’ estanlish 4 system of governinen
for these onufy powerful and stijl numemusgrihus.
law! wns aegordingly -pagsed by Congress, ynde
whith {hrece Jiidign Contuissioness were promptly apf
poiited.” The Covernmenit, in sending them fof-
ward to thdl|Padific, gave them no definite tustrue-
tions, :'[u discharging the great duty alluttéd to
them, they were lflrect.e!d tofullow upsreh a gystemn
of conduct, t-s upon: theik arrival here, their own )
judgment igrht -dictdte ns wise and jroper  Injire-
eparing for the work, the Commissioners: brought
“with them, § nd curdt‘ullgﬁsnulicd ithe systew of |
policy hithﬂn 0 1ri'sucd- y the Crovernment Dl ks
“negotiationy |with|the Indians of the Southwestern
J[)p“(ﬁilhl(‘.']lﬂl‘@, :
afid they cge t6 thé conclusion td udapt a different
one. Lpoth [bhig, sn'F‘)jcct-i, the Commissioners Tul

erp  Slerras |jto, thel Wig

“Elhfon Califypnia wis

ALY :mxi:}‘y’u consultations, and the result was| they

i ivan el Hhad ERL ALY derstarnm AF sinavahialainie

WA
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| 'lsta,cles which

| w t,h bwol’ve

| and a ‘more -
| and instincts

1 der this arra

(Y \otwd Mra e

1/";1143 hlthe{ 0 pmsuul hvthe (-o\crmnunt i, it

nu"ubl.xtwns with the lndmns of ﬂxe Southwestern,

States 5 they| found that systemn ln‘lp}duable]xmo
and Lhcs ¢iige to thé conclugion td adapt a different
oile.  wpew bhis subject, the Commissioners, had
Iy anxigug unu;ultatwus, and the result wasithey
determineyl that the. old :system of pyrchasing the
lands of ‘the fudians for a money considerution) wa's
out of the qn;:stmn, and i entlrely dlﬂchlm one
was adopted.

Whaen the
they found i
whuld . not. |u
selfish influer

/Qmmxwmmﬂ 'mncd in this eouptry,

-in i) state of wur: he (Mr.:Mek', )‘
dertake to sy how far speculative or|
jces- ent@red into the origin of | that
war, or those jgotten up since, ap such’ meat ex{)enqo
to the State}| but the Cdmmissioners found ¢very
thing. opemmi £ to the prejudicd of the great xtu-,
esps of poaceiwhich they had coing here to. promote.,
‘Theydiowevef were:not toibe dlsco'mug«,d‘byt 6 Ob-.
they clearly saw opposed to a:sugcoss-
ment of thelgru&b mlssmu confided tor
ttied down upon a p]rm and Ly altem-
s and oonulmtorv system of policy,

cceeded in %cttxh g the car of the chief:
large tribes along the foot . hills of the
Thcu‘ %ﬁtervnews witli thig chicef

fu] acepmplis
thcm, they s
perate,: caum
they ﬁuall¥ 8
of one of the
Sierra Nevadh.
led, after some delayd and many aegotiations, to a
termmatxon of hos”hhtles n that guarter. The first!
.trfuty vaade|by ' thle (;omxmqsmnem was at Guinp |

Fremont, - in| March ;. the second was a covénant
weﬂul 'tribes, ofi:the San Jouq in‘in

rations of the country, its vast e xtont,:
amilinr ‘ncqnaintance witll. the Habits
of the savage tribes, finally induced
ohers: to separate. 'Ehdy dividdd thef
o| three dist.rxcts, the: norlhcm, middlé:
, and -it | was deter mined that onb dig-
ho a.llout.ed to each Commlbsmucr. Un-
ngemant,| 'the sou¢ ern' (hbtrwt wﬂs as-
;mgm,d to Col. Barbour ; the middle, to Dir. “ b.,en-
craft, and the' northern to himéelf:

vMi‘ MecKep pexkadverte& to the Jchzxmcter otf the
Indign reser u.#nons on the Fresno and San Jo quin

April. - Expl

the Gommlss
tqun(,ly 1

and sou thxl
trict éhould

| rivens, nnd'rdd a noto addressed by himself fo the

Mormng Post.newspaper, in Jul 11851

nts o brief !shhstory of. tho operatmns
EZSIODBI‘S in’ that ' region ; up td that
had concluded treaties of peace, with

editor of the
This note pre
of tho Com

t.‘i‘gnes t'they‘i
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| bn with the | Thdian traders.” He (Mr, M
‘; F id ndirega t,o‘thesa qalummous attacks; hé had
ot

: _Cpl. Bﬂu .
Mt MQK h» ére rend & note addressed by Co Bar-,

b ur'tdt ltn. Culifomiq, »ﬂBWSpa.per, cont: mmg I

| W int 4 ;
, st tem nb re r,re(i wu Th'j,

- -

Indian reservations on the Fresno and San Johquin

editor of the Mornmo‘ Pos}-newspaper, in Tulyﬁ1851
This note pregents a brief gshmst,ory of the operations
of the Com Essxoners in’ that 'region; up to that
time, thley had concluded treaties of pcace, with
sx&ty—thtee tyihes, numbermg about 20 000,
‘As an act g Justxces to his pb ent. c lleagues! Mr,
cK. f.h\en' nd ‘an edxtorml; article ;rom thel Alta

J ) 'f
i

(3 ramento alley. "

1 the pat isan ewspa ors. -
- with the ne rious dcs:gn df giving away ail the
good laﬂds, ndigt” sdnniving &t schemes o ﬁ{) cx}:)laa'

a

them ﬁ) 1 by ns theidle. wmjl But his coll ague‘
ooy had felt: &hem keenly. | .

8 hote also gives.a et i
ed dr‘éil ptko ; of the bm;n\d“ﬁesrof 'the Indian es~
y8¢ :

el‘TVﬂth 8 111 he ,a.n jg&%’t’f : and Tula’re an

fo 8 cbdel §ive; refutkztion

In 1,‘%11&13 i the!.
‘ _beng i inl - prosecutin
' t p ( omnupsmner mméededi.
, ,;'_ the- neirhbdrhood
i the at canrse;was Lo: com unicate) wit
{ ;in. hejvi nwy,smd tp soljoit their advice;

op ra mn{ ‘They, - . og (
y 10 mg nds|for the In.
. ve | thingssr not ;i;} ine

their ne
ramar A

ng reseﬂ( ong ot‘
ttler, and as

. of the golil”
Wi }' t% select 8 60 t,nb!e xaot.

roL|

Lphforhm newspaper, containing a satisfactor y nar |-
_ rdt.we lof the proceedmgs “of . Dr, Wozoncraft, in
cludmg toeaties thh some Of the Indin.ns Of the |

. Comiﬂmn 4 aga.mst{ xtha proceedings of thie Com- |
issioners had from txmew tlme appeared inisong of | -
1d boen charged |

o 4 ¥y ‘which étho Con misy|’

‘of . troaty’|

———— .

-
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| and settle ther

‘enable the whi

4 th? W‘hltt[es, lle“fcw cﬂﬂﬁdﬁn‘t '-
5 Piimes

Wo‘Lu}I‘d7, ;j-m -“‘I:,'L S :g‘)ﬁ‘ . ol

coulfl, tmorebter, sixiend: matsrial -nas .

| whites bt in‘mining end serivulture. 4 The. st
:m}mﬁ% i ?“,. m fmé fam'i tm

daonsar iineriloand s gyt

far as po'sxbl elect lands cutside of the gold re-

, tertere thh th% clmme of che whlte set,t[ler, and as

gibns. ' The next poiut was to select asuitable tract
a8 a. home for he Indmns The idea of colonizing
Indians and white men npon the same gronmd was a
tallucy; it conld-not be accomplished and the lonly
wad to 'avoid tontinual aggression, contmual war,’
and continual b obdaxhedi was to remove the Indians

1

inlone. . ‘It waa with particular refer-

that, the Commissionera had doter-

to this

—,-—5—”——-—-'-

'mmied tg .colar izo the -Indi ans ‘y (g ‘numbér of
e

rosdrvations. m hl. white: populahons twegn | and
arotnd them, | t'g‘hwh a-system of colo mr,mn ‘would

3 to afford” oncl other| ‘mutual B
po t :mﬂ o ot}uni)é id pre‘vent extensw§ cotnbma,—

+omong the
. ‘ladian, c‘m b gratduallyiaght 4
{lové the hrta fa ? dh %ﬁnm be 1 ndl
1|:to ladopt the. food, Blot "

ng;: ﬂnd xmrkin ¢ Habi

iﬁm..&.., o 5& wilghoss:

5of 14



"Address of Col. R. Mckee."
Sacramento Daily Union, January 27,
1852: p. 2, col. 4.
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od OHigh) /ellaed whe he wgﬁ‘ Slof oor

stm; rd, we shoul #not
it le, bntb &QO ,,8.-
w¢sho d; "Q Aalth
18 uEtldss atreg @.‘,Hg )
hed ; Hoped for:such, & result, aud he
5 4 juqmpha ed. Th W hitek: byll.
‘cofic Ny coltrse tdwards;, 6. .ﬁ
An tlhelréla.%or anta fow & ears,
nld; well afford-to
tions of ﬂndmn &;dé udp;.
, s Had | been the most judipious’
nhat could have Beansecured,-he (Mr. MeK.) yould
not undertake:to, sa.y . it \vas human to err; and in
adjusti 80 many con: wtl}ng mﬁerests it was utterly|
%e for the Com joners'b avoid enerodch-]:
' hgT claims of white. settlers.
y—rthat they hadneted:in jgood
d mth an bamest desire to discharge | Ehrdi |
dut.nes a fai bfully and speédily as p0851b181 [ Theyy
ad co mnflgr .remembered, that ;hexr cour e ould
‘be serntinized b{ Goyetnnent and that thoy| jnust|
alzo angwer at thg bar of Fbli opinion. While hel
did nof jvouch for the wizdgm oe\ib&‘y step they had
taken, he insisted:that they' had nopoonsulted their||
-own convenience.or profit, but|what they ¢onetived
It eawhzhesa well a8, the
[ndiars, ' The Co ord| uttered o ther .
mthen%g rebuke to th tpbrtl_n Qf' the ubhc press

£y

L3 aa Tt

> STy

......

N

which had assqmed ot| only ¢ hts '
and motives of 'his ¢ ll?ag es ind | hir lf. bt{
stlgxnatized those motives g corrupt and gelfishl.
. 'The' Commissioner nez\t dvierted to the, ge eral .
policy of the United @t tcg in [reghrd to the extin-
gulshmenb of Indian ' titles, and intimated that it |
was of jthe utmost i vtance' to California [that
thm poﬂ cy should be daried out hete to the letter.
Congidering the -2 all sumn (only.$50,000) appro-
plmted y Congress t) pa; allthe ep or 828—cohtin-
gent and otheryise- the |mission; Mr. MeK, |sub-
nitted, that a great deal hpd “been: effected, apdaf
our pe;ople would he ewﬂlc practice kindness) and |
forbearuies i their intereourse with the [hidians, he l

a
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L'he (bommxssxoner next adverted to the ge eral |
poucy of the United Pt tcL ftrd to the extin-
ertishment of Indjan | titles, aﬁd intimated that it
was of jthe ‘utmost imj rﬁanc to CGalifoinia |that |
this olicy should be darri | |
‘Congiflering 'the .amall sutn only &50, 0{)0) a pro-‘
priated by (‘ongrgss 5 T all he eix et 83g—cohtin-
gent and otherwise—of the nusmon, Meiﬁ sub-
‘that a great deal
.our people would here practxce kmglpess YN
torbea.u uge in ‘their interco rse-wihh;thé Iidinng, he
fears of o récurnérice
nt would' gdnd’ hem

of hostl lities, The’ o'.e '
| teacherd'to instiu ' He arts of civilization,
‘under the diréetio iof co pe ent and f‘ukhf | agents,

and md sbr). F ir or five| of [these teacheys.\w

Scanned by KJD - 2009

and .they .would rhd ally | Ee uire: habits: of |

: eserv tmn, and he anticig
the most ‘benefitinl: fr sults wonld , fo lqw t,he 1

duction of sudh a gystem of |edmeation. ' ,
«The _Commzsa'z% ér| then pfoceodéd to *rive :t;hgé

Cmmmt!ees a . ngrrative. of  his. cat mgn to| the
North, via Cleat Luke and the K 'unuth from;’
wlich he ha&;ns‘b retuyrneds - | . !
In going north, the first I dmn rescrvatlo,_ 1:}7 hnd
made was tho Valley of {lepr Lake, o beautifl
fortile valley, shut ouql, i-ghut-in, from_ alll commu-

gigantic mountains. Itgscdlusion rendered it amost:
desirable spot for.colonizing| the [ndians. ~His pﬂgq-,
/mtwus here had been!en inently sucecssful he;
had ‘sucgeeded jn conclnding . treaties wit Uafllt
tribes of iClear l.q,ka - hei‘ne.\t council held anth

the Indidns was ab-or nedr the mouth ef Ee fl{ivu‘ :
o & good intetpreter, heé|did

being unable to' progur
te} treaty with the Ind

! not execute a formal wri

| there, but he had reserved [for them a strip of

| «ix or eight miles- ‘brogd and fifteen oF twenty

long, situated near thé| False Cape Meuducing.—

This 103{1*15“1011 was the vory b%tbt t he .cquld
cha

make, taking into con 1dem ion the

sunound ng country.'

acter o Vtheg
Tho next treaty wa con lude atl |the ;n ﬁl of“
f:g morer

Trinity River; here the’ Indians assnme

“bold and warlike appearafice, ‘The reservatio
here as a'hoine for the|Indiapngicomnionced at
six or eight miles above the nvuth of |'l rinity Rixer,
and exteqndcd up'that river some eight or ten miles.

Indians. | The Commissioner here il mtrated;

and |

nication mth the surrounding countx*y by ringes jf ;

It included, the hlmtn:jg ziudé fishing groundsof

('quuentlg and vividly the powerful attachmen

'S ¥ PN - mthn Lhiddan cinm A Adunerns AF ‘L LIV IR Ry R
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to leave

- wag, llow
purposes.

I it wps adapted for the puqm ¢ in view., “The ex

&ix or cight miles above the ‘nouth of Trinity Hiwer |-
ver some eight or ten milles. | :
-]t inclpded the hunting snd, fishing grounds o the
The Cominissiouer here illustrated) most |

and extended up that 1

lere a8 a howe dour uw:i;uulmm1cmumcnuuu Wy @ pyil

Indiars.
cloquently and vividly the Xowerful attachment iof
these tribes to the howesand graves of their fathers,
nnd he showed how impossible it was to induce them
laces for whicl bl cherishied such-dpep
and undying veneration. * Aftér the solemuization of

thie treaty with these tribes the Commissioner ascend- |

Valley.. [Fle passed througlfia regiop whose wingral
wealth, he predicted, would, ultimatély be found to
surpass the alinost fabulous wealth of the more
tral angd gouthern portiong of, Californin.  The l1nd
ver,-generally” poorly adapted to farming

ed the hj]amath Riverﬁubout 120 milex, to: Scobt’s

foresaw t .
vation would be adabor att ,
ty. In arderto .anakg sncha reservation as ‘woli
meet the ppprobation gt the r'hibc settlers, and
a view to] avoid, as far a3 it/ was in his power,dny
enerouchments upon thdir ¢laims, hié took grpat
paing to learn the character of the 'country, dnd
made frequent and extended c'xp]omtidns of the jin-
térior. *Lesiring, also,
of the mast respeetable:
ing in the neighhorhoud, he ,
to them, requesting’ thom Lo comne und confer
IWm upon tho subject| of a%re'scrvat-ion. His'

vas granted, and a number ¢f gentlemen visited fiis
camp. Al cinsultation |withithem ghowed that, a; jre-
servation of laiml -could not, He made without preju-
dice to tho intorests of the white settlers ; 4f it
made in ope place, jt abdorbed a quarte veir ; i
another, it interfored w th & water privilege, of
rich| gulel; or an embr}lo anch. Injinstituting ine

ries ffor o [thore suitabl ocat}wn for tlie Indians,

heard finally of the-existonge of i valley in th¢

cinity of fhasta Valle ',\wlﬁieh it pvns snggested)
hitn|would . answer. . e [immediately dispateh
commission, consisting| of five geutlewen, with
rections ta visit and_explire {his valley, and:len

ination was made, the explorprs refurnéd, apd u§
theit report. The Comuissipner lhere read o do
of {hisre )F’n't being 4. desciiptive| nayratiye of

9

country explored. | It appearpdifror tl‘pis report

the place was entirely musuited to Lhe purposes ¢on- 1
! templated by the Comtuigsiober ; ke had, therefoye,

‘Upon ' hiz arrival in - Neott’s Valley,lhe |.
at u selection of syitable lands for a reger- |

the adviee and co-operatjon |
merican gentleinen regid- |

dispatched messenglers |-
with {:
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' | guilty) tor every Indian who had suffered - death| at
Sacramento oaiy nion anjabi2 handa of the pale faces. i The Curamissioner nr-
1852: p. 2, col. 4. gued, therefore, it the ]mzm who would carele ly

| vr malciously kill an I dmn, was 'rmlty of a, doupble

'l murder. ‘. ,

l In giving an estima t#:e probafﬂe nm’nbor of

'| Indians, in California t ¢ Commissionor gaid his

i eblleagues had placed nllmber at 200,000 his

1| own opmmn,wa,s that ,' ould not exceed '70,000 it

, | might possibly reach 1 ,000} but not more | .. |

To illustrate the natnre agd extent of the‘ll erya- .
tions of lai d madg for the In i;ms, the Comin ssngl-'

- | er observed that, gstimating the State agcontaining |

x| 100 or 110: hons of acrew, the while populdtion af

s | 200,000 and the Indian population at 100;00@ |

fm portion{of land ought to Ho given to the Imh# ‘!
= | Ie'thong t that if ‘Californi »w'na divxdod'iﬂzo 00 §

- | squares, and ten ant/of the I00 ttod %1 hd fine

dians, the ngi soratof i wanld |

.| ot be. giving idesoll |

_{ nbout, thei n'djviy 4

t d%dbetwe' i the Indignd sng | )squaye

7 I be relin nishe '-; /the | % i:

1 nbont Onﬁ h“.l l(ﬂl; f 08} S‘é t 2] o :

> | 1 time atid expérience & ‘ ‘Bhbﬁv a& thidad rpss |

3 | ervdﬁmm ere 100, 1a .qtsfnbd lmi abé L n- ‘

" |.erals, thmﬁpewoi\;lme.” .,{ esl won) d e-taken: by| ..

. | Government; woonﬁne Hhem ‘i ?Jmnre §

. { ligits, or Yemove thént elsewhesor o do th fl&e

N OVémmer;Wﬂa; lfﬂ ', dwhaﬂb #he In d”n' .

i [Ahe ndia,‘n_sﬂugﬁ.‘in"'f,i“..Lj’.wg ',ast agnh y c d“f

.4 by wisdom iand porio] bre- |

| fully pursued befo v (baf
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Washingtan, sef:tgﬂg fort h ip! a respectful |
thc I(mi(' g hcy hid ,' .md nskmcf oA

ations] or. to pay Lhom for
. other Enpels read fwas
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