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VA Horxible Indian Massasrcioe.: . -
L4 A eorreaporident of thé Alta, fumisl'j‘iﬁlan.,w: i
-¢onant of 8 hogﬁd massagfe of Indiang By » par:
Ay of twenty-ongimen Eifown as thei¥Fitt River
fRangers,”” néaMRels’ Ranch, ,on'Pitt river.
Rolf and his two men had been engaged in citt-
ting bay under a contract to supply the gov-
ernment station; the Iodians had been working
‘| on the raneb, and were encamped abont threc
| bundred yards from the house. The attasking |
| party surrounded the ' camp daring the “night,
‘| and the atfack was made about daylight.
‘| © The party rushed upon the Indians, blowing
.| ont their braina and splitting open thejr skulld
|| with tomahawks, Little children, in . baskets,
.| and even babes, had their heada smashed to pie-
.1 ces or ¢ut opea, Mothers and infants shared
.| the common fate. The screams and cries of
the victims wera frightful to hear, but.no sup-
" | plications could avail to avert the work of dev-
*| ilish batehery. Tt will scarcely be credited shat
[{ this borrible scene occutrred in Christian Cali-.
y| fornja—within a few days’ truvel fromthe State
Capital. Humanity sickeus at the thought.
. | Maay of the fugitives were chawed and shot a3
they ran. Where whole families had been
butehered, was indicated by beaps of bodies
' [ compoded -of the mother and bher-little..ones.
.| The children, searcely able to ron, toddled to-
ward the kquaws for protection, crying with
fright, but were overtaken «nd «laughtered like
wildanimale; and threwn into piles, - Fromua-
der the baycocks, where rome of them had ta-
ken refuge, they were dragged out and sluin.
One woman got into & pond bole, where she
-| bid hereelf under the grass, with her head above
water, and concealed her pappoase on the bank
.| in a basket. She was discovered, and ber head
.| blown to pleces—the muzzle of the gun being
placed nagainst her skull, and the child was
drowned in the pond. Tbe groynd was covered
with blood, and the brushwood ranches, of
whieh there were fifty or sixty, were flled with
the dend bodies. OId decrepid squaws, young
girls and infnnts, none were spared. Guos,
kuoives aud hatchets were ueed, but the favorite
nethod wsppears to have been slaviug in the |
fhead with t{omahawks. The blush of dawn
shone upon this fearful epectacle, aud still the !
mnsAucre went oo, . ?
When the stunghter was over, the shambles
were exumined, und more than sixty RQUBWE
, nnd children, and ten [udian men, were found
Fdead on the ffeld.  The murderers then return- |
. ed to-Rolfs house, and remaived there o week |
| within a fow hundred yards of the cliiroet
‘ house, upun which the corpsey were allowed to
fester and rotin the biaze of day. ;
| After the last squaw and child had been kill-\
r
!

_| ed The brushwood ranches or buts were set on-
( fire nod the bodies burnt, The smoll of burp- .
| ing flesh, the erackling of the flames, aod the |
hlack smoke souring up, was the closing scene '
uf this tragedy, of which we eannot recall BRYy ¢

parallel o our conntry's anuals,
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