George M. Hanson to William P. Dole, February 24, 1863, Document no. 29 in "Report of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs," H. Exec. Docs., 38 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 3, Doc. 1, pp. 209-210 (1182).

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 209

The extraordinary rise in the price of every description of clothing and
other supplics, and  depreeintion of the legal currency, render the estimate ne-
cessarily larger than it would be otherwise, '

I have the hionor to be your obedient servant,
GLEORGIS M. IIANSON,
Supertntending Agent Indian Affaivs, Northern District, California.
[fon. Wituian 1. DoLg,
Cominissioner of Indian Affeirs.

No. 29,

Nuw York, February 24, 1863,

Diar Sin: 1did notreceive yours of the 1Sthuntil the 20th, and too late torme
to sail by the present or steamer of the 21st; consequently T coneluded to stop aver
till the Ist of March, or go by stage overhnd, T ealled this morning for you at
the St. Nicholas, Metropolitn aud Astor Iouse, but could hear no account
of you; henee I write again, thinking it probable your delieate condition of
health may have provented your arvival last evening. When T wrnte to you
last, I informed you I had been examining goods and pricing them, and came
to the conclusion it would be very bad policy to purchnse here at present
prices.  Remember, our approprintion will be very small; consequently we
eannot at present prices here realize more than about one-third as many goods
as at former rates; again, those I have talked to seem to prefer not evediting
the government but a very short time, even at thos¢ prices—certainly not until
July next.  Henee, T renson as follows, viz: the present cold weather is too
far advineed to henefit the Indiing with clothing now, and the prospects are
that goods will be muel Iower before another winter seis in—at any vate, cer-
tainly not any higher, for I see cotron in Liverpool has thlleu, and the prospects
of wlarge increase of the staple in South Sea islands and the Indies, (o say
nothing of onr southern States, to me gives assurance of o great reduction in
gonds, At any vate, I think we shoald postpone until the summer months; or
I ean have tune to re-examine prices in San Francizeo, when, and from whenee,
I ean xend you a bill of such things ax are most needed,

I thank you kindly for the information from Round valley, 1 received a
eopy of the testimouy v priuted farm scut by owe Galitornia delegation joiutly,
Messes, Phelps, Lord and Sargent, lust evening, and have vead it very earefully;
aud while 1 nm compelled to express my surpri-e at the coneessions made by
A, Sty the supervizor, aud hig =on, whose {estimony seems to show they
hal o previons knowledge of the intended outrages and murders conmitted
ngaiust 1he Tudinns, yet 1 ocan plainly see the examination had was a one-
sided nbuir, and very different from what 1 had always been teld by the em-
playés aml several others, expecialiy in regard to the killing of the Indians and
kidmapping of childeews 1 see all the witnesges coufisse thy mnrder in August,
antl nodonbt most of them were coneerned in the outeage, TE the Shorts Knew
of the outrage to be perpeteated and did not try to prevent it, I <hall, by your
perinissiun, discharge thew ally but the supervisor eertainly, in Angust, wrote to
me complnining of the onteages, and said, *their only excuse for killing the
Indinus sz, they were afrald they wonld lewre the reserration some night
((;l,(l\ ran off with some of their stock, d-e.”

Lhe tact of the United States having cattle, hogs, horses and mules, and the
Indinns never killing or #tealing any of them, is sufficient proof to me they are
grossly persceuted by the settlers, nearly all of whom I know to be sworn
enemies to the Indiang, and also to their government and the Indian employé.
Mr Short [ appointed supervisor at the mstance and particular request of his
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excellency Mr. Lincolu, who knew him long and well, and eaid he was a good
man for that position, ard I wonld on his aceount diglike his removal. Never- :
theless 1 feel sure the President would nat wizh me to retain his best friend to
tle injiry of the service,

As to the fonee allow me to say, the part that was open was at the base of ’
the mountuin, on the baek of the farm, where the water from the eafion washed ;
it away. T was there in the latter part of the spring, and gave Mr, Shovt par. [

tieular instructions to repair it in tine, as there were plenty of rails alveady
made, il he gaid he would do go; but he =aid that *no cattle or hogs ranged
oa the back part of the farm,” and the hludfs were abrapt, and no danger of
stock interfering with the erop; neither do any of the witnusses say the stock .
got in ab that place. The (vuth is, they have been trying to have General E
Wright vescind his order declaving martial luw, and authorizing their remeval
from the valley. Lhese orders were made al my request, encloging to the
general the letters of the wituesses, Jwnes Shopt, Jaunes Robinson, and D
Melindy, making the camplaint,

It further explanation be necessary, please inform me before I'leave for Qali-
fornin, sl also in vegad Lo the removal of the Shorts, and all who had a
knowledge of the intended outrage in Angust last.

i P LA

I have e honor to be your obedient servant, b

(. M. HIANSON, 4

Superintending Agent. i

Houn. Winnian P. Dovt, 5
Conunissioner of Indian Afwirs. 4
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