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tary force in this division will depend entirely on the selection the Govern-
ment may make of the means to he employ el here,
With respect, your abedicut servant,
PERSIFER F. SMITH,
Brevet Mujor-Generaé ('mmfmndmg Pacific Division.
Brevet Major-General R. Josks,
JMjutant-Geaeral of th ey,

No. S,

Fxecvrive DerarrMesT,
Sun Jose, California, March 1, 1351,

Sir: The disturhed conditien of our entire Indian frontier, of the state
of which you must be already advised by the immediate agents of the
Federal Government here, has ce mpelled me to make the matter the sub-
jeet of a spectal and urgent despateh to your exeelleney.

The rapid settlement of an extensive conutry, until within a few years
savage, has brought into close and sudden eontact two races of tntlrvlv
opposnc puwrsuits and characters that this contact has resulted i a mutual
and determined hostility, the aecompanying papers will afford your excel-
leney most disagrecable proof.

The v alley of Los Angelox, of the San Joadquin, of the trihutaries of the
Sacremento, and the country around the main sourses of that river, and the
northern coast eontain an Iodian foree estimated 2t not less than one hun-
dred thousand warriors, all animated by a spinit of bitter hostility, and
whom pacitic and forhearing poliey  cncourages into renewed acts of
outragre.

Rendered bold by nnpunity and ceeouraged by suceess, they are now
cverywhere rising in arms, and every day lnmns the u-pmt of some new
onthreak. There is no altermative Tut o coerce submission, and in my
efforts to accomplish this, 1 confidently ask the aid and support of the
«rcncr.ll Govermnent,

Fxperience of Indian character in the settlement of all new States had
unavoidably warned all what was to he looked lm in thc scttlement of this.
Yet, notwithstanding, [ am iguorant of any steps h.mng been
taken by the ge neral Government to avert ey 1|s £0 plmnh imminent.

Of the regular force at the disposal of the commanding officer of this
military dmwm, and the character and wmonrt of arms znd ammunition
I am not officially advised, not having received .1 reply to wy communica-
tion to that officer upon these sllluc(l\ bearing date the 28th Jnmmry past,

“w copy of which is forwarded herewith. |, how cver, take occasion 1o state

that the number of troops originally sent to California, considered in rela-
tion 1o the frontier to be pmluml was lofally inadequate.

This has lvccn, by desertion, almost reduced to nothing, and the few sol-
diers who remain are posted at stations on the coast, where they are entirely
unavailable.

I can well appreciate the ditheultics under which the Executive Depart-
ment of the general Govermaent must kbor, in any attempt, however
carnest, to meet and dnkch.nrgo the obligations of the general Government
to our remgote and pecuharl) situated btatu Yet the (llscharge of these
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obligations has hecome a matter of urgent necessity, and, as Governor of
this State, with the whole body of my fellow-citizens looking to me for the
interposition ol same governmental velier, Umust be allowed carnestly to
insist that sowe relief’ must be aflorded from the general Government.

1 regret to state that it ix my clear conviction, derived from personal
observation and experience, that no sid to be derived from the present wili-
tary system of the United States will meet the present necessities of Cali-
forniat 5 ane further, that the reaular troons of the United States are unfit
for a desultory Indian war, to he carried on among the fastnesses of our
mountains. While this ix true, we have among our eitizens a large manber
of hardy and experienced frontiersmen and mountaineers, also a muaber
that have distinguished thewselves as officers in our past frontier wiars.

Were the other requisite facilities at hand, it would not be diflicult to
organize and properly officer, here, @ temporary foree of rangers, who, in
a shorter time than the Government troops would conumence operations
here, might settle the whole of our difficnlties.  This the State cannot do;
she is already seriously embarrassed by the extraordinary expenses of her
organization, and the expenses of the Indian wars she has already heen
forced to undertake, and she is without cither eredit or money to aceomplish
the purpose.

[ know of no way ta resolve these difiieulties other than this: Give to
the Executive of this State the authority to call out and organize the
proper number of troops, the number to be determined by him and to be
cailed ont as emergencies shall arise — to be dishanded by him immediately
upon their services becoming wnevessary, and to be equipped, provisioned
and paid by the general Government.

It may seem to your Evcelléncy that this is im extraordinary suguestion,
but you will remember that we occupy an extraordinary situation — very
far removed from the seat of the general Government, with conditions
peculiar to Californiz, and neeessities that .admit of neither question nor
delay.

Protection by our people is regavded as their constitutional right 5 it is
about the only bencfit they can devive from their relation to the Federal
Government, while their burthens are not light ones.

It is not to be disguised that there is a ifveling, und that a growing one,
of dissatisfuction here with the general Government,  They are aware and
feel that they have been taxed, Fut not protected.

These considerations have Ted me to wake snggestions that may seem ex-
traordinary, but believe me, sir, nothing but the deep sense of wy duty to
this State and to the Federst Union have induced me to adopt my present
conrse.

In connection with this subject, allow me to call your attention to the
matter of the quota of wrms and ammunition to which this Stateis entitled.
For reasons that must be well understood onr militia has not been regularly
organized, neither have oar census returns yet been made, yet the necessities

to which I have before adverted bear with equal force upon this matter.

Our census returns will show a population of about 175,000, of whom not
less than 100,000 are capable of bearing arms and subject to military duty.
The peculiar force of our country and the nature of our present and pros-
peetive difficulties, makes it desirable that we be furnished with arms some-
what different from those usually distriluted, and T request that you may
also take this mutter into consideration,
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‘That the matters herein brought (o the notice of your Excelleney may he
fuliy aud in detail Jard before you by @ gentleman well informed and of re-
liuble authority, T have, commissione! Nr. P Rodgers, Esqe, a citizen of
this State, well qudmlul with our Imlian relations ad the chavacter of
our Indian enemies, on the part of this State, to make all proper represen-
fations and give all required information, and on the part of this State to
aid i the exvention of such measures (i any) s yoeuwr Excellency may
think proper ta adopt for our relief.

I have the honor to be, with great respecty your ohedient servant,

JOIIN Me l)()b(; AL.

To his Excellency Minragn Finisone,
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