E. Steele to John Conness, March 5, 1864, Document no. 36, in "Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
H. Exec. Docs., 38 Cong., 2 Sess., Vol. 5, Doc. 1, pp. 264-266 (1220).

Na, 36,
YREKA, dlarch 3, 1564,

Dear St On the 14th of Inst month I held a council with the Modoe,
Klamath Lake, Shasta, Scott’s Valley, and ILamburg Indians, and formed *a
settlement with them, which is lerewith enclosed.

This step may be somewhat irregular, inasmuch as the Oregon ageney had
received appropriations heretofore for their charge and maintenance; but the
misunderstanding between Rogers, the sub-agent of Oregon, and the military,
and the ill fecling that was growing up among the Indians, and being oceasion-
ally demonsteated by the Klamath Lakes and Modoes towards the whites,
seemed urgently to call for an intervention to avoid war.  Besides this, although
the approprintions have wniforinly been made to Oregon for the charge and
care of the Shasta, Klamath Lake, and Modoe Indians, thoe former, the Shastas,
inhabit entirely within the bordets of California. The Klamath Lake Indians
arc about equally divided, as is also their land, by the State line, and the
Modoces and their Jand are mostly in Californin.  Thesc tribes inhabit the country
Iying west of the Sierra Nevada mountaing, and south of the Siskiyou mountains
to the eonfluence of the Scott’s and Klamath rivers, as follows:

The Hamburg Indians known in their language as the L-ké, inhabit im-
mediately at the mouth of Scott’s viver, knowy in their language as the Otte-
ti-e-wa river.  The Seott’s Valley Indians, known in their language as the
Id-do-a, inhabit Seott’s valley, above the eanon.  The Yreka (a misnomer for
Yeka-—Bhasta Butte) Indinng, known in their language as the Io-te-day, inhabit
that part of the country Iying south of Klamath river, and west of Shasta river.
The Shasta Indiang, known in theiv Inngunge as the We-o-how—it meaning
stone house, from the large cave in their country—oceupy the land east of .
Shasta river, and south of the Siskiyou mountaing, and west of the lower Klawath
lake.  All of these Indians speak the same language, and were formerly under
one chief (who Ilived in Scott’s valley) and sub-chiefs, but for years past have
been under separate chicfy, the former regal family having become extinct by
sickness and cagualities, about the time our white population first entered the
country.  Lhey have since this—my scttlement—eleeted o big chief, (Skoo-
kum-tie,) ealled by us Jobn, who ix a smart, sober, and well-disposed Indiau.
Lhen, next east of the Shastas are the Klamath Lake Indians, known in their
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language as the Okshee, who inhabit the country about the Klamath lakes, and
cast about half way to the Goose luke, to Wright lake, and south to a line
running about duc cast from Shasta Butte. Then the Modoes, (or Moadoe, as
the word is pronounced,) known in their language as the Ok-kow-ish, inhabit
the Goose lake country, and are mostly within the State of Califurnia.  These
and the Klamath Lake Indians speak the same language, thongh under several
chiefs.  The Modoes are under Sconges, head ehief, and Skitte-hon-ges, and
other smaller chiefs, and the Klamath Lakes, under La Lakes and smaller ehiefs.

The word Modoc is & Shasta Indidn word, and means all distant, stranger,
or Jiostile Indinns, and became applied to these Indians by white men in
carly days from hearing the Shastas speak of them.

The range of the Siskiyou mountaing, known in their language as the Mae-ki-a,
forms the northern limits of the country of most of these tribes,  The Xlamath
Lake and Modoce Indiang number about fourteen hundred warviors, all well
mounted on Indian ponies, and armed with guns, and are skilful marksmen;
are large, active, and courageous Indians and would be formidable foes; and
many of our straggling citizens in the carly days of the country have fallen
vietims to them.  The Jarge number of miners and traders emigrating this
season to the northern placers having cither to pass through their country or
make a cirenit to Portland, the temptation of this so much the shortest route
would necessarily cxpose many small and defeuceless companies to sure destrue-
tinn from these powerful bands of Indians. :

All of these facty, I foel, justify my interfercuce, and fortunately, from some
little incidenis of early days, they all had learned to both fear and respect me,
and they readily assembled in council, and were evidently highly gratified at o
restoration of peace among themselves and a good understanding with ua.  Since
this arrangement, it has been proven by actwal experience that they intend fully
to comply with the terms of the compact.  Their guus were all kept back on
their visic to Yreka, after the treaty, and individual white men have passed out
into their country and back without molestation or annoyance.

The chiefs La Lakes and Scouges wish me particularly to visit their country
this summer. The Shastas, Scott’s Valley, Yrecka and Ilamburg Indians are
reduced, all told, to abont two hundred, and their couniry is f'ul%y settled up
by the whites without any compensation to them, but with occasional trifling
aid from citizens they are enabled to take care of themselves, and have never been
the recipient of any bounty ar care from the government.

The land of the Modoe and Klamath Lake Indians is a high, cold plain, nearly
on a Jevel with the summit of the Sierra Nevada mountaing, too frosty to raise
ccereals or roots with suceess, and fit only for grass.  The country abounds in
wild gaine and the lakes and streaws in fish,  The Indians make a good living
and raise n great many horses, the snow, spreading over so large a surface, not
falling deep cnough to cover the herbage, and theiv stock finding good grazing
all winter. On this whole plain, from Yreka cast to the castern slope of the
Nevada mountains, it is a rare occwrrence to meet with a fall of enow exceeding
six inches, and then to lic but a few days, the great clevation and conse-
quently cool surfuce not causing much evaporation, and that little is condensed
and spread over a large extent of country; unlike the Sacramento valley and
its surrounding mountains, the peaks and ridges of which condense and aceumu-
late to great depth the humnidity of the atmosphere of the warm valleys.

"T'his upper country will not be wanted by white people for ages to come,
¢xeept as a thoroughfure, (and this is now fully secured,) and unless rich deposits
of mineral wealth thould be found there, in which lagt alternative the Indians
soon make room for the miners.

I am thus particalar, 8o that you may be fully advised when legislating upon
this subjeet, and hape, should Mr. Shannon desive it, you will lat him peruse it.

T start in a few days to visit the Humboldt Tudians, with a fim belief that I
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can make a gatixfactory accommadation with all these hostile bands that ave nnw
coating the government o much.  Their country i bat little necded by onr
citizens, and muel of the difficulty arizes from evil-dizpozed white men who
reside among the Indians. The Kiamath. river, from the mouth of the Salmon
river down, runs mostly throngh a close eafion, and is a very brolken country,
and had my predecessor allowed the Indians to care for themselves at the time
of the great overtlow, they wauld have taken to the mountaing, and in a few
days after the flood had subsided they would have returned to the river banks,
and with fixli have provided for their humediate wants, (as in fact two-thirds of
them did and yet remain there,) and would have saved the government the heavy
expense of their removal and subsistence at Smith’s river.  The great number
of Indians inhabiting the Klamath and Hnmboldt countries, the dense redwood
forests on the river bottoms, and the high, craggy, precipitous mountains back,
would, to my mind, be a serious warning againgt any effort to remove them by mili-
tary force, and, if undertaken, would eost the government as much as the great
Tlovida war, and would be ahout equally procrastinated.

T'rue, it could be accomplizhed; but is it advisable thus to expend the ener-
gies of our country upon an unnecessary enterprize, when we are rent with in-
ternal dizsensions, and the whole power and treasure of the government is needed
to restrain the suicidal hand of vebellion ?

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours,
E. STEELE.

Hon. Joux Conyess.
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