George Ryer to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, March 6, 1851 [1852],
Sen. Ex. Docs., 32nd Cong., 1st Sess., Vol. 9, Doc. 61, pp. 18-19 (620).

NaTesan Horr,
Washington, Mareh 6, 1857,

Sne: Aevording to an appeintinent, dated June [th, 1851, and a con-
tract dated June TIth, 1851 made hetwe (-n Colonel Adwm Johnstos, United
States Indian wwent for the valley of Nan Joaquin, and Doctor W. M.
Ryer, of California, (copies of which are in possession of the department,)
the said Doctor Ryer, alter furnishing medical and hospital stores, aned em-
ploying three . edica! gentlemen as assistints, and otherwise providing 2l

_necessary wmeans for the Salfilment of the said contract as rapidly as thv ap-
parent emergeney requireedy at an :-\prmhtura of several thousand dollars,
besides a great expos.are to danger trom discase or assassination, fulfilled 1o
reand t.mh, within four months from ifs date, all the obligations entored into
M him i the <abd contract,  The original appointment, enntract, together
with the bills for services rendered, all certified by { n!om] Adam Jr)lr)\t(m
hinve been forwardal Dy Doctor Ryer, and are now in my possession. At
the vume thine 1 .t.sn received a oc uinent constituting me his altorney for
the calleetion af bis claim,-or bills, for the whole amount, twelve theuwsand
dollars or miore, as stated in the said bills, or claims,

[ will not call your attention, sir, to the ardunus nature of the serviee
re mh red by Doctor. Ryer, Tory I believe it is thoroughly understood and ap-
preciated ln you; but believing Colonel Adun h)hust(m ta be an accredited
arent of the govermnent, and hclw\mq also that the government of the
United States will protptly respond to the actions of it agents, I respect-
fully submit the matter to you for a final scttlement, and earnestly solicit
your ilnmediate and favorable considerntion of ity as adl unne cessary delay
must be attended with injurious consequences to the citizen who thus ap-
plies for the adjustiment of his c¢laimn against the government.

[ have the honor, respectfully, to subscribe .myself your humble and
uhodwnt cervant,

GECRGE RYER.

To the CoMsissioNzr oy lupian Arramnrs,

Department of the Interior.
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Eriract of o lelter fram Adam. Johnston, esq.. sub-Indian agent, valiey of
San Jouquin, dafed October 8, 1851.

¢« Another matter, which [ alludvd to heretofore, and which 1 now desire
to lay hefore the department, is the appointing or employing Doctor W. M.
Rw er to vaccinate the Indians. T lookéd upon this as an unpoztant matter,

nasmuch as several cases of small-pox were reported in San IPrancisco at
thv time.  The Indians had come from the mountains and setlled upon these
reservations, in rancheros or villages, by which they were thrown closely
together, and in places where sue It diseases were more likely to be commu-
nie ltl‘(l to them, A few of the Indians hawl been vaceinated when at the
mis<dons, “and consequently understood the object of it. [ believe it was in
the year IS0 that the then Governor ol Californin is said {o have intro-
duced the small- -pox among the Lndians, hy which many thousands were
destroyed in the valley of the Sueramento, The ludians were ereatly grat-
tfied al what they esteemed (he goodness of Lhe groat Awmerican father, in
sending among them amedicine man, to proteet them from tht tearful dis-
oase, 1 lave seen ‘hmn gather around Dr. Ryer in erowdy, halding ot
their arms, eager to be vaceinated, [ am satistied that great eood will re-
sult from it, even should no setual necessity then have existor. They must
revefy e n'()l')(l npressions ol the Americans, e eonts .uvh~lnnlmn to that of
their lormer oppressive yovernor,

t’The claitas of Doctor yer for servives*from the At of June (o the 260
ot September Jast, togeiher with his l(‘]\!n‘\ to e, are Lerewith forwarded.
Knowing that uneh gond mnst restilt e his labors, s el points oY
view, | Imp(' his eeovnts may be tevorably considered)”
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