George Ryer to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, March 6, 1851 [1852],
Sen. Ex. Docs., 32nd Cong., 1st Sess., Vol. 9, Doc. 61, pp. 18-19 (620).

NaTovar Horn,
Washington, Mareh 6, 1853,

N Aevording to an appointinent, dated June (0th, 1951, and a con-
tract dated June [th, 1851, made hetween Coloncel Adion Johnstos, United
States Indian wuent Jor the valley of Nan Joagquin, and Doctor W. M.
Ryer, of California, (copies of which are in possession of the departinent,)
the said Doctor Ryer. alter furnishing medical and hospital stores, and em-
ploying three wedical gentlomen as assistints, and otherwise providing all

_necessary means for the Wlfilment of the «itid contract as rapidly as the ap-
parent crmergency required, at an expenditure of several thousand dollars,
pesides a great exposare to Janger trom discase or assassination, fulfilled 1o
rrond faith, within four months from its date, all the oblications entered inte
by him in the sabd contract, Tle original appointment, eontract, together
with the bitix for services rendesed, all certified by Colonel Adam Jolinston,
hnve been forwarded by Doctor Hyver, and are now in my possession. At
the sume thne 1 adso received a documnent constituting e his sltorney for
the calleetion of bis claim, or bills, tor the whole mmount, twelve theusand
dollurs or more, as stated I the sabd Lille, or claims,

P owill not eall your attention, sir, to the ardunus nuture of the serviee
rendered by Doctor Ryer, for, [ believe it is thoroughly understood and ap-
preciated by you s but believing Colone] Adiun Johnston to be anaceredited
agrent of the, governinent. and helieving also tliat the government of the
United States will promptly respond to the actions of its agents, I respect-
fully submit the matter to you for a final settlement, and carnestly solicis
your imnediate and favorable consideration of 1ty as all unnecessary delay
must be attenderd with injurious consequences to the citizen who thus ap-
plies for the adjustment of his cluitn against the government.

[ have the honor, respectfully, to subscribe .myself your humble and
obedient servant,

‘ ‘ GEOQRGE RYER.

To the CoMsissioNER ov lynianN Arvrarns,

Department of the Intcrior.
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Eriract of o lelter from Adam. Joknston, esq., sub-Indian agent, valiey of
Nan Joaquin, dated October 8, 1851,

¢ Another matter, which I alluded to heretofore, and which 1 now destre
to lay hefore the department, is the appointing or vmplo*ymg Doctor W. M.
Ryer to vaceinate the Indians, T looked upon this as an unpm tant matter,
inasmuch as several cases of small-pox were reported in San Francisco at
the time,  The Indians had comne from the mountains and settled upon these
reservations, in rancheros or villages, by which they were thrown closely
together, and in places where suce I dhmm-\ were morve likely to be commu-
nie Jtl'll to themn, A few of the Indians had been vaccinated when at the
misdons, and consequently understood the object of it. T believe it was in
the year IS41 that the then Ciovernor ol California is said {o have intro-
duced the small-pox among the Indiane, by which many thousands were
de~lr0)ml in the valley of the Sacramen o, The ndians were greatly grat-
tfied] al what they esteemed the goodness of Lhe great Americitn father, i
sending among e smedicine man, to protect then from that fearful (lis-
ease. ] have seen .hr-m gather around Dr. Ryer in erowds, holding out
their armg, eager to be vaee inated. [ am satishied that rreat 5nm.| will re-
sult from ity even shonld no setual necessity then have existed,” Phe Vst
reveive good impressions o the Mmerivins, i I'H.H..I']I\'!lll|l“ll to that of
their tormer OPPIUSSIS € roverior,

t'The elahas of Doctor Ryer for servives*ivom the At of June to the 26t
of Septenher tast, together with his u\pm'x 1o e, are berewith foewarded.
Knowing that teh anvd must result rom his Iabors, | in severnl points ot
view, | hnpt' his aecovnts piay bhe fin urdhh eonstdered,”
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