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No. I1I.
INDIAN AND MILITARY AFFAIRS IN CALIFORNIA.
No. 7.

Repart of General Smith.

Heav-ovartins Paciric Divisiox,
Sonoma, March 13, 1851,

Gryerazn: 1 have the honer 1o acknowledge the receipt of a letter from
the General-in-chiel” of the date of December 26, 1850, which reached me
on my return from the Gila. Tt requires me to report, ¢ what reduction in
the number of troops now in (these) two departinents may e wade with
safety to the pu! 'ie servicey”?

The object of maintaining troops in this division is, I presume, to protect
the Territory and people from hastile aggression, cither from foreign nations
by sea or from the Indions on the frontier; awd o aid in the execntion of
the laws,  As the Indians and maritime frontier are cach over a thousand
miles long 5 as the Latter is npen to the fleets of all the nations of the world,
and the former lined with Indian tribes —many of whomn have been pro-
voked to hostility by intrusions on their lands and outrages on their people,
and are now arrayel in arms—it eannot be supposed that any diminution
of the already inndequate wilitary fovee here would he suggeested, unless
with the intention of replacing it by some other deseription of foree caleu-
fated to answer the purposes intended, .

The only other such foree is the militia of the State, and the general and
Sceretary of War can deeide on the relative efliciency and economy of the
two.  T'inust observe, however, that the militia in California are not or-
ganized,  The State s indeed divided to form corps, and officers, especially
the higher ones mamed, but the men have not heen mustered or enrolled.

It is not certain, however, that cconomy will he eventually consulted by
cnploying regular troops only, for the Stute is raising a military force not
to be mustered into the serviee of the United States, the privates of which
are o receive as much pay as any officer of the division exeept inyself; and
the Federal Treasury it is expected will finally pay the expense.

As to aid in executing the Taws — especially those protecting the Tndians
and restraining intereonrse with them—it can hardly be expected from
those engaged in the very inlractions to be prevented.

Whatever arms are delivered to the frontier people here will he Jost to
the United States; many of them will be soon sold to the storckeepers in
the mines and will he purchased by the Indians for gold, which they bring
from the mountains.

Whatever may he the resultof the efforts of the commissioners in making
treatics with the Indians, [ have aow no hope thae peace will be maintained,
for certain persons have determined that there shall be a war, and there is
not sufficient military force and no judicial authority to restrain them. On
this subject, the hulian commissioners cam give the (iovernment more direct
information than 1 can.

It will be scen that in my opinion the diminution or increase of the mili-
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tary force in this division will depend entively on (he selection the Govern-
ment may make of the means to he employed here,
With respect, your ohedieut servant,
PERSIFER F. SMITH,
Brevet Muajor-Generad Commanding Pacific Divisien,
Brevet Major-General R, Joxgs,
Jdjutant-General of the Army.

- ——————
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