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THE DAFLY UNIOR, |

ADDRESS OF COL. REDICK McKER,

Before the Commilttes on s+Indian Referva~
tions,” at the Capitol, Sacramento City,

Saturday Evening, March 20, 1852,
Hon. Mr. Coffroth in the Chair, '
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Comnittee:

When io the latter part of January,| 1 wns]
honored by an invitation by the Chairman of;
the Senate Committee on Indian Affuirs, to ad-
dress that committee on the general policy and
operations of the U. 8. Agents in Califirnia, 1
made’ several brief statements and explana-
tiong, which L hoped would render any further
recurrence to the matter, on my part, unneces-
sury—at least in public. In this however, it
appcars 1 was mistaken, for my remarks on
that occasion were scarcely published, |before
the rhost absurd, ungenerous, unfounded at-
tacks upon.both our policy and proceedipgs, in,
the shape .of formal reports from committees,
and speeches in both Houses, made tigig np-
pearance in the public prints. These feports
were scnt all over the country 'to prejudice the
public mind, not only in California, but at; Wash-
ington, with ' the avowed .design of secyring if

ssible, the rejection of our Treaties with the
fgdinns—!hua opening up again the causes of
anxiety and bloodshed, on the frontieys, and
very possibly involving the State in another In-
dian War. Personally, 1 bad far less interest
in this than thousands of your citizens, gud be-
ing & believer in the axiom that ‘tfutli is
mighty and must préyail,” 1 fele disposed to let
tho majority carry put, if they would,jwhat i
understood was nlrgady a foregoue conglusion:
take the responsibility and the conseypences.
To be gure I felt disgusted with the igjustice
aud ingratitude of suine of my own county)
and deplored the existence amoug us
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distriots, but to separate apd divide them ;ron
severalismall reaervations, fifty.or sixty miles
apart, with room for white settlements between
them, and thus guard against future combina-
tiona. ,

disns unwilling to remove from their old fishing
and hunting grounds, and while.they were, in
almnst a1l cases; excluded wholly from the mi-

ning rogion,. the 1andy nesigned for their use o

were generally those they insisted upon having,
and such ns were recommended to the Commis.
sioners ag proper and )convenient, by the State
officers, and the whiteé citizons of the neighbor-
hood, In no gingle instance that [ have heard
of, have any lands been set apart as reserva-
tions, ¢xcept upon the advice and recommenda-
tion of the winte settlers, immediately nnd per-
sonslly interested. In several cnses I know the
lines, o boundarics,i have been altered to suit
the views of citizens, or to remove the Indians
further from miningicountry, The only objec-
tions I ever heard;ngainst any of our early
trealies, were, that Wd ussigned for the [ndians,
too poor, or too little land.

Our first treaty was with six tribes or bands
ou the Mariposa, ig' March; the second with
sixteen tribes. on the San Jonquin, in April;
among them several of the most troublesome
and warlike in the 8tato. By these first trea-
ties the confidence . of the war party was com-
pletely broken, pence was restored, the sertlers,
re-assured, immediately returned to their work.
All cause of disquietude passed away; no dis-
turbances have since oceurred ; and all iy in-
formation tram thiit quarter lends to the con-
clusion, that the highly colored statements made
in this city about/the dissatisfiction of the peo-
ple, and the uupop\il}\rhy of our trenties, is nll
gnmuon, the work of a few designing’or inter-
ested men, ambitious of promotion to office, aml
For the

.As & general thing,  they found the In- sign

entitled to no coufidence whatever,
truth of the foreguing stntements, nud as touch-
ing the general and cordial acquiescence of the
settlers.aulunyg the dlariposa, the Frezne, aud theJ
San Joaquin rivers, 1 am authurized to refer the
committee to Mnjor Burney, the Sheriff of Mar-
ipusa county,sMr. {(Brownlee, » merchant in
Agun Friv, Judge Ljewiy, and Judgze Marvin—
all now in thisg city.! 'Tho last-nnmel gentle.
man, I observe, is present in the Hall, and |
ask tho favor of bis stating publiely whetber 1
report the facts truly, ' '
[Judge Marvin here rose, and corrvhorated
the stntements made by Col. McKee, so far as
his infurmation oxtended.  He was with the [
Comtmigsivners in thivir Southiern expedition, ap- | 4
proved of their pidgeedings, sl thoughe that |
U N T Whie ot vahine of

clugs of small polato politicians, who|.under
the shield of *‘privilege,” *‘froedouy of dgbute,”
cmbrace opportunitics o~ »
o just hint a faull—amd hesitale diklike,
Willing to wonnd, and yet afraid tostritet”™ |
Subsequent reflection however, and cynsulta-
tion with friends, led me to think it wax my
duty to interp se, nud if possible save the Leg-
istature from ¢ diggrace which svoner of later,
must resubt from hasty und unwise legiglation,
based not wpon facts or an imelligemtpubhc
policy, but upon mere atrect gussip, Or Putury
originating with interested or prejudie indi-
viduals, '
With these feelings I addressed o respectful |
note to my driemt Mr. Lyon, of the Addembly,
e e et reeommpitt gl o ey
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ubeequent reflection however, nnu vutisuia:

tion with friends, led me to think it wtas mj'l
duty to interg e, and if possible satvé the Leg-
istature fromd wae disgrace which sooner of later,
must result from bhasty and unwise legitlation,
baserl pot upon facts or an intelligeny public
policy, but upon mere strect gossip, or rumors
vriginating with interested or prvjuflic indi-
viduals, .

With these feelings T addressed a res

"Address of (i

nnte to my friend Mr. Lyon. of the Assembly,
whiclt resulted in a prompt recommittnl pf cer-
tain resolutions which had been alinost ma-
tureid : und bas sflorded mie this evening the
privilere of addressing this commint
the respectable nudience now before me.

As it nppears to be the.practice here

'
]
.

the statements made by Col. McKee, wo far as
his information extended.
Comuisgioners in their Southern expedition, ap-
i proved of their proceedings, and thought that

nto Daily Union, March 25, 1852: p. 4, cols. 1-6.

ipnsa county,. Mr, Br;)wulce, W ulercianb s
Agua Friv, Judge Lewis, and Judgze Marvin—
i all now in this city.
man, I obsérve, is present in the Hall, and I
askthe favor of his stating publicly whether 1

veport the facts truly:

The last-nameld gestle-

[Judge Marvin here /fose, and corruborated

He was with the

the people generally did. ~ With the value of
every part of the yeservations, he wus not ac-
yuainte-l,'but geunerally they were poor, and of
little vulue.] '

Soon: after this tinje, the Commivsioners. in
view. of the vast extent of the Stite, and of the

fornin, in the exercise of *‘the largest liberty
for some honorable members to get up in the
¢ mu-

pMlaces, guess at, and then denonnee
tives, as well g the canducet of public mér
us from paat expetience Ihave no reasot
pect exeuiptivn in the future. 1 deem itl}
to alvertise you further, that in seekih
interview, in taxing your kind ultentio?
[offer afew remarky, [ am influenced
_fears of the most rigid seratingy. or iy
tiot ol iny officinl conduct here or else
I come to nsk no favors in that regard;
no apologies to make s nothing to offer
planition  or exteuuation” of the mid
chnrzes which have heen by innendo,
sinuation, ot persvnal interests aRd pecy

80 frequentdy uttered in your "heuring.
1 your
} utter

that sort of thing I throw back here i
presence, as 1 have done elsewhere, wit
scorn and detinnee. It would scem tha
honorable gentlemen cannot even cong
larze business transactions with or for ti
ernment, upaccompanicd by peculatio
frawd,  All public officers are rogues,
This trick however, is getting to be well
stowd.  Tlhie biggest regue in the crowd,

unfrequently the very man who eries)

thief™ the loudest,

For the Legistatuye of California ag n
I entertain all propyr respoct, and jnten
ing pemsonally diskespectinl i, still [ »i
pinin, such is my habit, aml if anything
say shall sound harsh *‘to ecurs palite,”
you to bear in wind that [ have hadab

provocation ; that I have been **most cxccli

well abused”, in thig very hall: and'that
war *the first dtone’” was not thrown
Deetn me not therelvre your cnemy b
tell you the truth.”

Lot us tihen, Mr, Cheirman, take gy
slanve at the past history, and present p
of this grave anl njomentous subject of
affairs in Califurnia,

You doubtless recollect that, afteralo
eiting, aml deeply interesting controve
(‘omgress,—Caliturnin was finally, by th
euceof o whig administeation, and ot whi:
agninst the nlmost universal opposition of
ern democrats, admitted into the glori
terhood of American States. Your Sennt
ot of Copress s after n Tong pen
Scanned by KJD - 2009
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ip | Indian -population sbattered ‘over it, from the
(iiln to the Oregon line, concluded to separate,
amd | 18 by their instructions they were authorized to
i do, and uddress theriselves to the work in dif-
fevent distrigts : the Southern feil to Col. Bar-
v thig: bour, the middle to Dr. Wozeneraft, and the
While | Northern to myself. * ‘Some progress hag been
by no made in the Southern mnid Middle districts, and

a. | I haverecently returned frown a thorough ex-
ploration of the Northern, exeept the country
lying on the upper Salmon anl Trinity rivers,
from which I was shut out by the snow on the
mountaing_ In all Noyrthern California I pro-
_lpnse to, o.-l:lblinh. Stnetwdine Cloay Lake, but !
[ four reservations. nand on two of {hem no white
person ever resiled, wnd on a third but two or
Athiree men, keeping # rude ferry. In the whole
tate there may be Up to this time some eigh-
en or twenty resenvies set off, varying in ex-
ent from one to fivel Jor ten leagues.  lu the
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i er tweiity o the connthy will never be Leated or
tsettled by whites vrmen of any other eolor.

is not Heve, Mr. Chaivman, let me remark, equally
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in every other part of the State yet visitel, Not

n single case of difficulty, yobbery, murder, or
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noth-
nll be
L may
1 begr
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lently
in this

ameme any of the tribes with whom we have
mide compacts.
whites of this couatry a most remarkable ox-
ample -of regard for their treaty stipulationy,
Their bargain or trade (a3 their word for treaty
signities) has been kept inviolate, They nssured
me at the time it should be, and thus tur | have
not' been dixappointed in a single care.
lindeed entire confidence that jf qo-ee shall be *
Liasty | disturbed, \\'\HJ?\"\se from our inability to!
sition, - €ATTY-0uL our pron
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It lian | Prineiplel white men, of which elisy, untortin- | [

h

z, ex- ; frontiers, and in cloge proximity to the Lidinns: |
SY in | men who might with the utmoest propriety ex- ¢
influ- , 'ulunn‘wnh the poet, who snnyg of the devoted !,
votes, | Inhabitants of Batany Bay d
Sodth- = Trae patriot- \{'u: for be it un lerste 3, ¢
us i | We lett unr c'n!m,ltry for vur contry’s pond 1
T8 :uml ’I:hc fact referred to is. however, alike inter- 1 8
vitten, esting and renerkahle: and crues Par 1 anheaie 14
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"Address of_ﬁql. Reddick

hg, o atl
oangress,—{talifornia was finally, by th
cuee of 1o whig administration, and of whi
npwinst the zh‘muat universal opposition of
ern demoerats, ndmitted into the glorid
terhomd of American States. Your Senatq
members of Cangress, after a long pro
were admitted to their seats, and at on
dressed themselves to the preparation at
gnge of such laws, for the benefit of tl
State, ns they considered most important

votes,
Bouth-
us 8is-
rs and

the Tudian laws of the United States, thu

ernment to thke up, and manage, exclugively,
these important interests in Culifurnia, ag it hiad
done in the otder States. Then followc(l[u n act

reyuiring hp President to appoint forghwith, !

by anl with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate, three (¢mmigsioners, to visit, treap with,
an’l extingujsh the Indian title, whatgver it
might be, to &1l their lands within the ljmits of
the State.  These mgasures were urged through
Congress bLy|the personal influence of your
Reuntors, Dr: Gwin and Col. Fremont, andl nenr
midnight on the very last day of the sgssion;
the mensnre;was perfected by the unapimous
approval by ilhc Senate, of the gentlemen nomi-
nated by thePresident. Oune of these had been
n member of the Convention which framed your
Stute Constit{ition ; the other two were contem-

plating a rermoval, with their families,|to the

Pacific coast. :

(En passajt, let me say that, in my opinion,
uo Btate in tliis Confederacy, hason the fuor of
the Renate, iy more industrious, indefatigable
member, than has California in the person| of Dr.
Gwin.) The|utmost despatch was used; 3 large
amonnt of Indinn goods, for presents, were pur-
chasged in thg New York market, and,infabout
niucty days, the Comnmissioners, with full gen-
eral instructions, were here on the ghutmd,
veady to comiience aperations, While an|escort
of 100 U. S. troops wiere preparing for the first
expedition, the Comipissioneraissued a eitcular,
or gquasi proclamagion, to the
fronticrs, (which |
read,) and immediately repaired to Sa
to pay their respects to the (overnor apd au-
tharities, and obtuin advice and information as
to the course most proper to be pursped. [
conferred freely with Gov. M'Dougnl,
the leading men of both parfties, as to the gen-
eral policy. afterwards adopted.  Alnrmipg dif-
ficulties existed in several of the frontier
ments.  The Indinns were highly exasp
war had actually commenced ; State troops were
in-the field, and much uneasiness was fo
before any remedy could be applied, thq rising
might become general. Such was the qtate of
the country when they arrived; forebodiggany-
thing but a speedy and successful issue to their
missign of peace. More than one of the leading
newspnpers ridiculed the very iden of tl{eif ac-
complishing any good. In that datk dpy, the
miserable iden of ninking political eapital out of
crevesithon o b e tties to he mads by tha
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bation,  esting and remarkable. and goes far, 1 submit,
ce ad- l'to prove that the general policy ndopted fur the
d pas- | pacifieation of your frontiers, is n wise nand
¢ new | heneficent policy, descrving at least n candid
orher | trial and examination! before it i« enndemned,
welfare und prosperity. One of the first, extewd- ‘«lisuvuwctl. anil repodiated.
ed over thisentive State, a8 “Indian country, | the promiges we have mnade to the Indinn tribips
5§ mak- | tn Californin, in the name of the fiovertnment
ing it exprestly the duty of the Genergl Gov. | and people of the United States, shall from any

.4, cols. 1-6. . Cr

claim with the poet, who sang of the devuten

inhabitants of Bitany Bay :

: «True patrict- we: for be it updersts 0.
Weleft vur conptry for our conntey’s cood

The fuct referred to, 14, however, alike inter-

Mre. Clstirman, f

cwuse whatever fuil to be made gool, carried
out fairly andl to the letter, you neced never
nzain attempt to secure their confidence,  Our
hargain« with them haye all been made on the
basis of the good fui!tin heretofore observed in
our Indian negotiations, and [ shall blush for
my country and my color, if our solemn assur-
ances are not made good, | Until since my 're-
turn from Northern Ualifornia, it never once
‘crossed Iny mind that o serious ohjection could
be made to these arrangements by any man
having the interests bf Califurnia, thie honor of
his country, or the clsima of huwnanity in hiy
bosgom, «. . :

My only fears arose'from objections at Wash-
ington, because of the immense amount of moncy
which the high rates on this conat would re-
quire fur carrying put the system proposed.
Have gentlemen who, write and talk so flippant-
ly about the rejectiontor pestponement of these
compacts ever looked the consequences fully in
the face? ' |

If Congress shall fail at the preseut sessivn to
make the necessary approprintions; it for want
of money, the United Statesagents in. this cuun-
try shall cease to purchase cattle from your
Buuthern raunch-owners, flour from your import-
ng werchants, and suspend their small but still
important jssues to:the Indisus, how long will
it be beforg they willi iy back agnin to their
oll mouutain fastnesses, and under the ““higher
law” of.mecessity, gogmmence depredations upon
the immigrants, the miners, the pack trains,
andl the stock farms in the vallies? Then ‘will
follow slarm, censternation, ingnense losses by
the breaking up of business, the destruction of
property,. and finally war ¢ to the knife, anrd
the knife to the hilt’—a war of cxtermination
on the une side—on the other of bitter revenge
and undying hatred ¢ 1 tell you now, sir, that
in less thun sixty days from the time we cenge
feeding, you must prepare for fighting them ;
and no pack-train orsmall party will be safe on
the mountain trail |or in the secluded gulches
in uny part of the State.  Every intorest must
suffer, more or less: | And all this for what ¢
Why, that certuin géntlemen in the Legislature
may igake o little pulitical capitnl/with miners,
who, when they left home, wished ty pruspect-or
work on some one of the reservat{¥ns, but who
to-day are just as likely as not rospecting
some gully 100 miles off.

Oue niember has talld me that hisoppasition to !
30f12
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«f Th0 1708 troops were preparing lor the nrst,
expedition, the Commissionersissued a citeular, |
or guasi preclumation, to the people ¢n the
fromiers, (which I will thank the Sccrettwy to
res 1) nnd immediately repaired to Sut Jose,
to pay their respeets to the Governor apd au-
thorities, awd obtain advice and information ag
to tho course most proper to be pursued. | They
conferred frecly with Guv. M'Dougal, and all
the leading indn of both parties, ns to the gen.
cral poliey. afterwards adopted.  Alarmipg dif-
firultice existed in several of the fronticr pettle-
wents.  The Indiung were highly exasperated:
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obl mountain fastnesses) and under the “higher
law” of necessity, comingnce depredations upon
the immigrants, 'the miners, the pack trains,
and the stock farms in the vallies? Then will
follow alarm, ceusternation, iuunense losscs by
the hreaking up of buisi«;ucss,. the destruction of
property; nnd finally! iwar,* to the knife, and
the knife jto the hilp"—=—a war of extermination
on the one side—on the other of bitter revenge
and undying hatred ? [ tell you now, sir, that
in less thun sixty daysifrom the time we cease
feeding, you must prepare for fighting them ;

war had actually commenced ; State troops were
ifithe field, and much uneasiness was felt, lest,
before any remedy could be applied. thq rising
might become general. Such was the dtate of
the country when they arrived: forebodiggany.
thing but a speedy and succesgful issue to their
missian of peace. More thanone of the leading
newspnpers ridiculed the very idea of tiieir nc-
complishing any good. In that dark day, the
mizerable iden of minking political capita] out of
opposition o the treaties to be made (by the
(unimissioners, if indeed, any could bd mnade,
had not entered the brain of demngogues of
ecither party. ' The great ghject was to festore
quiet to the frontiers, so that miners, traders,
and packers might return to their svodations,
without danger and continual alarms. |It was
o matter of very little moment, in the ¢stima-
tion of any one, whether the Indiuns shquld be
collected and asttled upop ono or two lurgoe re-
servations, or upon 156 or 20in different garts of
the State; and whether they had a few|acres,
or leagues, more or less, of unoceupied apd for
the most part, yalyeless land, sllotted tq them.
The present and vital object was to conquer s
peace. It wns ‘neither whig nor demperatic
then, aa it is heither patriotic or statesmanlike
uow, to introduce petty. local objectiong to the
nccomplishment ot a great _paramount, |public
good. The Governor, and his friends and advi.
gers of that day, lent themselves to no sugh cal-
culations, or political\ schemes. On the
ry, a8 the offiginl despatches to Col. Johnson,
Mﬂj- Bnrney, ’ and otbers, i
mand of the B
they evinced ] Y
missioners of the U, Btntes in thair ardyops and
still doubtful 1gbors; and in point of fac
State officers did advise with and assist,

several of the first and most important treaties,
in the Mari and San Jpaquin countr
Commiestoners | thén “acting " as a “Joint

soon that the ftue pulioy was
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and no puck-train or small party will be safe on
the mountain trajl or jn the seclnded gulches
| in any part of the State. ;Every interest must
. «uffer, more or less: , Andrall this for what :

Why, that certain gentlemen in the Legislature
‘' may make n little pulitical capital with miners,

who, when they left home, wished § pruspect or
work ou some une of!the reservat{glis, but who
to-day hre just as likely as not brospecting
some gully 100 miles uff. :

(ne.member has told me that hisopposition to
the whole system ariscs from the fuvoritism
shown by Agent Wozencraft in granting a
license to Messrs. Dent ‘apd Vantyne to trade
with the tribes on thgﬁSmnisinus, and not giv-
ing cquul privileges to others, particularly hiy
friend in the white house on the hill! Ile iy
down an all monopalies. Another, hecause there
is said to be good digfings in a gulch not more
than five or ten miles|/distant from one of the
regerygtions — in his E‘ccmnly! Another snys
there is on the reservation *in his county” land
good enough to raise. vegetables, potatoes, and
cabbage, and his constituents will want all such
land fur themselves. 'Another because an hon-
orable member of the Assembly hag stated in a
solemn report that the Indian Commissioner-
have given away to thie Indians a lnrge propor-.

tion of all the Rooliagricaltural and mineral |’
lands in the State; that the Indidans were al- |

ready solling off these lands for a mere trifle,
not one-fifteenth part of their value, oto. An-
other worthy gentléman from the San Diegd
diatrict, who seems, to be particularly pleased
with the ‘sobriquet!of ¢ representative of the
Cow gountics”—opposcs the system, because the
Indiane down sontn steal 20 per ct. of all the
This, by .pn estimate

repared for me by ‘Benntor Warn¢r and Setior

on Pico, equals 72,400 head per annum (one-
fifth of 362,000), If this'be so, his Indian con-
stituenta-are undoubtedly good stenlers, as well
as remarkably fond of beef.  Another oxcellent
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the reservation in his county was
to include the farm of n fijend on
rviver, which he now admits was a |
mistake on his part, the enid fnrm being at least
twenty miles below. Other gentlemen have as-
signed other reasons, doubtiess equally cogent.
New what T object 1o, is not the discussion of
our policy, or the criticism of our acta, (especi-
ally if gentlemen would omly favor us by sug-
gesting something preferable.) but that they
should dn ug, themselyes, nnd the whole subject
an injusticé by committing themselves to the
endnmrsement of what is not only untrue, but
truly ridiculous; and| doing so, endanger vast-
ly important interests—-interests involving
the peace of the State, the lives of hundreds
or. thousanda of our fellow creatures, and anin-
crense of our taxation and indebtedness, to an
indefinite amount Have gentlemen, I sy,
looked seriqusly into the consequences; or re-
gnrdless of all prudentinl considerations deter-
mined recklessly to gp on scattering firebrands,
arrows and danth, under the plea that it is all
the ‘“dear people.”

Mr. Chairman,Yhow came the ¢‘dear people”
on yon frontiers to possess the right to be first
pleased in this matter! Did not the Indians
possess at lejst the usufruct, or right to live on
these Innds, |long before we ever dreamed of
employing our superior force or intelligence in
dispossessing them? I am aware that our Mis-
souri and Orégon boys nre great onland. **Min-
eral lands free as air]’ and “every man a farm,”
I sonnds wellY just before an clegtion, but after
[all it might/be well to have an undoubted title.
By the uniform practice of our Government, in
the new Statps and Territorics, the Indian title
has first to be extinguished, purchased by trea.
ty and payment madéd, or agreed on, before the
domain pusges fully ceven to the Government,
Till then, the lands nre not liable to be squat.
ted on or imjroved. Is it not strange then that
gentlemern professing to be ncquainted with the
lnws aud u}:ugcs of their vwn Government,
should interpuse obstacles in the way ol extin.-
guishing the/lndian title in California; retard
the surveying of the.lands, nnd by consequeuce
the settlemefit of the country?  Yet such is the
practical eff¢ct, as | understand the case, of op-
pusitivu to [these compacts,  Again, have gen-
tlemen ever [taken the trouble to read one of
these compagts to tearn what right the Commis-
sivuers proppse to confer upon the lndisns—
what the Govornment proposes to duv?

1 will tro.ible the Clerk to read for theinfoy-
mition of tlfe compittee, the outlines of one of
these treatigy, which may be tuken us o snwple
of all.  (Trgaty read.)
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[deafgn to paiatead:

, bl mii— dedign to
throw every thing again fnto *‘confusion worse
corfounded ; mdke the fulfilment of ‘our prom-
ises to the Indians i ible, and involve the
Stnte in all thh'kcsltimitfee‘of an Indian war.
Suﬂmae,h Mr. Chairman, that. some friend
shou cn%uired!‘xhe,'jrbo was ‘it that insinn.
nted in the Assembly that the acts of *‘the
Commissioners’iwere all frauddlent and inju-
rious to the State ¢f California—and while I
knew very wellithat. it was only Mr, McMenns
or Mr. Contes, I shotdd nevertheless assert that
it «wns * the Arsembly of California.” ho was
it that first. started ' the silly falsehoods about
the Commissioners” having granted away to the
Indians a large proportion of all the best farm-
ing and mineral land in the 8tate, worth one
hundred millions &f dollars, and dispossessing
20,000 white citizens; that the Indiana are sell-
‘ing off these lands for one-fifteenth of théir
.value, &c.. nnd!I should again :%:‘ *¢ the Adkem-

L

bly of California”—or who stitted the story
about there being on- the reseryation in Scott’s
Valley. twenty or thirty ranchba worth five to
€8,000 nnd upwards, and I should still reply,
«the Assembly of California,” what would you
think of my sepee of truth and fair-dealing to-
wards the House, or towards Mr. Coates, Mr.
McMeans, or Mr. Fleming ? 8till, such nsser-
tions would be quite as fair, and quite as logical
too, s those made about ¢ the Indian Commis-
sioners.” | '
* B8ir, I haveisins' enough of my own to answer
for, snd therefora protest against this group-
ing, this everlasting use of the phrase, ‘‘the
Indian Commissioners.” In point ‘of fact,
there are no! officers of that nhme in Cali-
fornia, and have not been since Jume or
July. Gentlemen ought to know, if they do
tot, that Congress in 18561 abolished the office
of Commissioner, and directed that all treaties,
&c., should be conducted by the Department
through its agents in particular districts. We
were instructed to proceed, as agents, and finish
up the work in this State under our original in-
structions. The change was long since an-
nounced in the papers; still -in reports and
speeches t;x, changesare incessantly rung, about
the ncts ‘f‘the Indian Commissioners,” and
the suppose c;rror&of one agent, charged upon
all three. -
With the edntinued indulgence of the Chair.
I will'now communicnte some matters conoected
with the general plan we huve pursued, both
while acting nis o Juint Bonrd, yp to May last,
and separately, since, These if kuown to, have
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yisies for the prfompt delivery to the civil

Yo State, fur trinl. any perron belonging
ir harhored by it. charged with erime;
fx rexponsible for stolen property, &e.

and 4 are as follows:

bes and bands. hereby and severally. re-
forever quit-claim. ta the U 8. all right,
.or {nterert of any kind they or any of
. gr ever had, in and to lands or soil In

the settloment amd eowmfort of sald tribes.
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[ or permkit white men to settle, work, cultivate or

wi-~ion of thre Indisn Apent of the distriet,
(ientlemen can now sce how those have disre-

111 the Stale.

the following teact of {and shalt be (nid off
ded fur the residence of radd tribesa or
Ir succvssors, to-wit: BDeginning at. &c.

+ Bereby set apart. and the use and occu-
together with that of the river on which
uated, forever guaranteed tothe ald tribes
Feannre. while they makeit their permanent
niatnialn inyiolate the terms of this trea.
erstond that the U, 8, reserve the right to
t nny part of rail land such military posts
. for thele agents op other officers. as the
v ddireet: s osoten that 1he aabl tribes
Al ar dispase of their right of elalm to any
cxcept to the U H.: nor shall they ever

part of the muane, swithant the weittea per-

Mth commanlinent, who for months
yeen vepresenting that our grants of
b Indians were in fee simple, confer-
hem rights they never enjnyed unider
n government ; ereating indepen tent
LI.S in the heart of thie State, which the
«guld not cuntrol, &e. &e.
At uf Congress adwitting Califurnia
, it i3 espnessly proviied, that the
nin shall belong to the Unitel States,
gislature shall never pass any law to
ith its disposal; subsequent Acts, ns
ive, devulve upun that govermment
ament and control of Indian tribes.
tnt request of your own Senators nnd
pives, the guvernnient sent out iis
reange and settle all difliculties, se-
youin n quiet and regular way, the
ttle uny and improve, Gout of every
Yet what do we wee
rould be otfended if you denied their
comton  humanity or American
t up here and make a tervible ndo,
linns—who Intely elnimed the whole
sliould have reserved to their use an'l
by the parent gavermment, whose
o eare for nnd provide them a home,
re ont ot one humlred ! . Mr. Chadr-
s Unlifornia liberality 2 Tn what po-
ru propose tn place your Senators in
That bedy having complied with
rquests touching this matter, and at
Lxsumulouvurcd to mget the expreys-

and ‘ great exype
vhid | el wishes
ned. | thrown b

toartnot have this system to rule over us”
ibpes | ther cap Congress do?

ok whia
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and separately, since. These if known to, have

heen caréfully éuppressed by the gentlemen

who have reported and speechified so elaborate-

ly on the subject.

First of all, Wwe endeavor to get the confidence
of the chiefs and bead men of the tribes, assur-
ing’ them that'itis no part of the design of- the
American penp}e{ to destroy them, to tuke from
them their landsiwithout compensation, or with-
out lenving them a place to live onj; that we
know they must gubsist, and dedign nilling them
in, that way ;! that we propoge dividing the
country between them and our people, many of
whoin ;wish to rémove their “ rancheria™ to the
western coast ;| that while we require them to
come under ourlaws, uit stealing and quarrel-
ling either ‘among them-~elves or the whites, we
design they shall bave the protection of the
laws, both State and Nutional; that while 1t is
necessary they shall, by a formal compact, re-
linquish theirrights to all land: in the Statg,
we will at thesame time pledge our Government
to nllow them - the use of & certain tradt for n
home for themselves und families, in size accord-
ing to their nuthbers; that the Government will
send them oxen,cows, brood mares, mules, hogs ;
furnish them (plows and other farm tools, and
sceds to plant will send to reside among them
men with families, to teach them to farm, to
build houses, ?Q smith work, and above all to
téach their cliildren, on the manual lubor sys.
tem, to read gur bopks, write our language, un-
derstand our irgligion, make ¢l thes, do house-
worky &c.; thut upon each resevvation, or at
leaxt.in everyl flistrict, a permgnent agent will
res de. to attend to all, their cowplaints anl
troubles, sce tlut equal justice is dune alike v
the red and white man; that merchants or tra-
diromen of god éharacter, shall be licensed
to trade with, and supply them| with necessun.
ries, but be strictly pro.ibited from selling o
riving them poisun, in the furmn of rum or whis-
ey o that onisome ‘'of the reservativns, at pre-
per iutcrvuls;oi‘ 50. ur 100 1viles, the Guvern-
ment will establish sinall military pos:s, to pro
tect Loth whites nnd Indians frem depredations,
and i mecessury, nid the civil authorities, in
preserving g tdorder; that the command ot
these josts will be confided to educated ofti revs,
who will be also goud friemlds to the Indians;
chat there will be- o surgeon or physician at
thege posts to dress their wounds, cure tlieir
sick, or allfvipte the pains of the dying: iu a
worth, that figtwithstanding their past'ill usage,
the l’rcsi«lent‘.frucngnims them as human and
immortal being#,' and is disposed to earry out
the benevoleny policy of vur tiovernment under
every prbvi(gnL wmlininistrution ; that however
former promises of nid and protection may
have been broken, they may now rely upon
whnt we tell them from the great chiefat Wash-
ington; that there is neither crook in our path,
nor fork in qur tongue; nnd, we look for equal
sincerity on their part.
Uniler such: solemn nssurances, proinises and

kind of reasonnble or unreasonnble

stipulerions,! every treaty hus been. made. and
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[t they atteuipt to justify this opposition to
" the U. 8. Agents by quoting from
¢ special imessage

“Pocsay uethiing of the palicy of the Geueral Govern-
tent, cettlitge 1 the vepy heart of our State, sact tribes
of ruviapes whlh exclusdve landed privileges. the inevita.
bl teruleney of the system. i to produce constant
eoblirion Letween the whites and Indians. hasten the
:mnillil:-lmn*uf the latter, and impose upon the State ar

thiey have in California, how will

Seneral Hovdroment heavy expences for fitting out 1n.
dean vxprditlone, of which, to some extent, we have ex-
perienecd thp offeete”

Xome  fiiewt -of the Indians may rise - and

pos<ibly qpote in reply from an article in the
“Alta’ of 24th Feb.,in reference to that pas-
gage of his|Excellency’'s communication, the ful-
lowing :
“Ix this a ftatesmnnlike view of the sulject? Iaita
fairnne? It a word. Is it true? ‘
When i Mhe General Qovernment undertake tn act-
tle vast tribds of suvapesinthe vory center of the State?
I ruther thiok the Indians inhabited the whole valleyx
of the facrafnento and 8an Joaquin (of which only a
very snall portion is now sct apart for their use.) long
before ‘Uoele Sam™ main thelr aequalntance. or Gov,
Bizler conenivinkthe [dea of Instructing him in Wi duties?
Ho far ax “[Tuele 2am'x'! agents io California have ac-
ted {n the mptter at all, {L has beea to remove the Indi-
ans nx far asfpoxible fram the eenteér of the Stinte, e2nd
settle them plong the foot hills of the Sierra  In tost
casex, howevpr, the [ndinns have been opposed to removal
from the hunting grounds and fishing dame of their
for -futh-re. and at the date of the xpeclal mensage were.
in the generpl. just where they always had been. thaugh
in greally refluced numbers. 8o much for Gov. Bigler.”
If they ghould quote further from the report-
ed speechet of Mr. Wambaugh, Mr. Van Buren,
Mr. SBpraghe in the Senate ; or Mr. Coates, Mr.
Coffroth, Mr. McMeans, or Mr. Haraszthy, in
the Assembly, the objector would only have to
request thie Clerk toread oue of the treaties—
the minutes kopt by the Becretary to the Com-
misvion, njrrating ciroumstantially all the facts
as they ocgurred at every treaty, or the reports
of the agent himself, which are all-regularly
to the Department, to prove con-
clusively that those gentlemen were all making
speculations at random-—in most cases without
one singlelfact to stand on, orif the{ had a fact
to commenjce on, that they had taken especinl
care to migrepresent and pervert it, to suit their

argument .

As stated in the address I made here in Jnu\
uary, Ldid not then, Ido not now, assume to}
sny that eyery reservation selected by the U. 8,
Agents in California, hus been exactly the most
julicious that could be made,” I snid then, thit
*'to err is, human,” but I claimed that in the
discharge of our duty we had agted in good
faith—with un ove single to the good of the
State, and the Indidns, and always under the
advice of old and respectablo citizens in the
vicinaga, .

What I pomplain i, that gentlemen who t-hinl.vJ
there is cguse for complnint as to some particu-
lar selectibn made by one of the agents, acting
by himself. unifobmly fail to specify, to give

n

stijulations, eve!;fy trealy bus Lecn lwaus, ala
the_question now,comes home, shall those prom-
ises be all wiolated, .our Nationnl faith- thus
pledged be broken ; our elaim upon their confi-
dence - forever relingitished ; the peace of the
frantiers jeoparledt—all for what ?>—and echo
answeis for what? ‘ '

Dy gzentlemen professing anxiety for the peunce
and improvement of the State, sce nothing in
these outlines of our policy worthy of trial and
approval f  Are your . political gconomists so
rich themselves, and is’ this State so rigl,
that the expenditure of perhaps two owﬂﬁ?(%
millions of “Ungcle Sam’s™ money, nuw locked
up in the Custom Ilouse at San Francisco, will
e no henefit tofyour. southern cattle growers,
to your importers and dealers in flour; (I wish
I could gay you:r,l; growers of wheat and manu.
facturers of fldur;) to your citizens wanting
employment a8 farmers, mechanics,"&c. on the
reservations? . Will 1t 'be ng benefit to the State,
and to the white;settlements which must grow
up dround and under the protec in of these
military posts, . that one or two hundreil respect-
nble American f}xmili‘es shall De located on the
reservations, t(); carry out the details of our
policy. 8ir, I.can teally conceive of nothing
more injurious, fatal, suicidal, to the best inter-
eats of California, than this apparantly indis-
criminate organized opposition to the proposcd
arrangements 'of the U, 8. Government. Why
sir, we call a child foolish to quarrel with his
bread and butter.

Muy:it not after all, be better to pause, take
an e%nrged statesmanlike view of the whole
ground ; discard if you can, alllittle party in-
fluences, and go in for your country? The ar-
rangements about the reservations are not nec-
eesarily-final and unchangeable. If the people
in process of time shall really need, more land,
or if it shall be found that a different location
is advisable, can you not counsel or remonstrate
with'the Agent or ‘the Department, and thus
procure a change of boundaries, further upor
down the_rivcrg, or further out in.the foot hills,
without incurring the risksand evils consequent
upon a rejection of the whole ayatem? It is no
dishonor, but rather an evidence of true great-
ness to acknowledge error, and becoma wiser
by expetience.. As already stated, 1 am unac--
quninted with the reservations in the Sacra-
mento valley, they are not in my district. 1
have never peen able to visit that part ‘of the
State. My/thoughts, my labors, my constant
attention, have been for the last fifteen months
devoted to these matters in other parts of the
country ; stil}; I feel assured that if reasonable
ground for a'change of location can be shown to
‘Agent Wozenora(y, by respectable and respon.
sible parties,: he will cheerfully make that
change, Indeed, I understood him to say but a
few dnys ago, that he had determined to change
one,'in I think Yuba county; give the tribes
land some miles further out in the mountains,
and had 8o gdyisgd the Indiana and the Depart-
ment, ; ’

either names. furts ar irurea. hut eondemn for
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of the mdnt limself, “which are all regularly
transmitted to the Department, to prove con-
clusively that those gentlemen were all making
speculations ut random—in most cases without
one single fact to stand.on, orif they had a fact
to cammence on, that they had taken especinl
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argument.

As stuted in the address T made here in Jan-
unry, I did not then, 1 do not now, assume to
any thnt every reservation selected by the U, §,
Agentg in Californin, has been exactly the most
| Julicivus that could be made. I snid then, th

'to err is human,” but T claimed that in tﬁ
discharge of our duty we had acted in go
faith—with an eye smgle to the good of the
State, and the [ndians, and always under the
alvice of old nnd respectablo citizens in the
VXCH’\'\"(‘

Whit I complain is, ‘that gentlemen who think
there is cuuse for complaint as Lo some particu-
lar selectipn mad *by one of the agents, acting |2
by himself. uniformly fail to specify, to give
either na cs, fucts or igures, but condemn for
thnt particular neighborhood complaint, the
acts of all ‘‘the .Commissioners” or agenty
throughm.t the State. Yes, itis *the U. State
Commissioners” who have done thig crying m?
Jjustice to| the citizens of Yuba, or Yolo, or
Dorado cqunty—while two of them certainly
never visited the counties named, and were
probably aver 500 miles distant at the time of
the treaty i

I submit, Mr. Chairman, that common fair-
ness shoul teach gentlemen the igpropriety of | o
thesa sweeping wholesale denunciations. I un.
derstgnd entlemen to say the prineipal came
of complaipt ligs a gainst gne.or two of Age

Wozencraft's selecuons in Yuba or El Dondo
I can perosjve neither the justice nor propriety of
denouncing for that nao the treatice made by
Col. Barbdur in the uth, or by myself ifi tho |t
North; fact this common practice is to me

inexplioable upon any hypothcsia. othpr than a
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procure a clmnne» ul Uuuuunnual, Lt o, up e
down the rivers,yr further.nut in the foot hills,
without mcurrmg the riskeand evils’ consequenc
upoln a rejection of the whole syatem? Itis no
dishonor, but rather an evidence of true great-
ness to acknowledge, error, and becomo wiser
by ‘expetience. ' As already stated, I am unac--
quainted with ‘the: reservations in the Saera-
mento -valley, they are not in-my diatrict. I
have never been, able to visit that part of the
State. . \ly thoughts, my laborsy my constant
attention, have{been for the lasl fifteen months
devoted to theac'matters in’ other partsof the
coqm s still, {ifecl assured that if reasonable
groun for a chgnge of location can be shown to
ent Wozencr}nfc, by reapec
sxgle parties, ‘e will cheerfully '‘make that
change. ' Indeed, I ufderstood bim tosay but s
few dnys ago, that he had determined to change
one, in I thiok %& oba county ; give the 'tribes
land some mﬂcs’further out in the mountains,
and had so advised the Indians nnd the Depm'tb
ment.
‘He was sick w’hen ‘T left 8an Francuwo,,fmm
exposure in s Iate attempt to reach:some of the
troublesome tribes north of Redding's—other-
wise he might have been here. 1 now, how-
ever, t that with some of the hest and wisest men
in the Btate, he thinks no notice whutover
shunld be taken'of the action of pelities} asp
rants’ in the Legmlnture—-thut the whole sub-
ject is one which the General Governnlent is

ver  apt to mavage, after all, in’ its own way ;
us} leave the ulcer to cure itself by T

t.ion, in &he?:h of the State’ docum, 'm
do not thin licy Postpoyempnt mll
t | be, to'the pea.cp o‘f e frontier and the safety
of thie peo Fle, 11 nite udumtrou- as instant re-
Jectxon nelt ercuo our gto m;l ledges
mll be yvio ted,onr faith’ broken} sudwhen
mvisione are oxhauated robberies, blood-
nd marders mll’ become lgﬁ‘ndxoordgr

o;thod.ay 5‘,‘: '
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A8 tq-the genersl character
Cnlifornh,'ifg serious misapp
Gentlemen here, T find, talk
similar to the misernble Dig,
this city or on” the river abo To the bdld;
manly, independent mountain txibes on the Kla-
math, the Shasta, or Scott’s river, these Digger
Indians bear about the same pariaon"t‘ﬁ:t
the: greasers do to the.generality of emigrants
from New York or Virginia. togheir total
numbers, gentlemén talk equally at randoh. |
see my friend Gen. Andersoy, of the Scuntesin
n late speech, estimates the dntire Indian
lation of the Btate at 22,100} Yiov. McDougal),
‘ in his late message, makes tHe sumber 200,000.
! While the Iatter is .probably gbout twice too
'high, the former is about fivd times too low.
Until the Indinns are removeéd to their reserva-
| tions, it will be impossible t9 gqt & currect cen-
|sus. My opinion, as heretdfote expressed, is
[ that they ‘will number from 76 to 100.000.

' Within a line drawn from fthe bay of San
- Francisco to the Oregon boundary, vin Mpunt
, Diablo and the Sacramento, th
the acenn, there are probably
.Indinns as Gen. Anderson all
| 8tate, How many there-ma
{ Colorado, and along the enstert side of th
erra, within our limits, is not Xnown, but. hey
are said to be quite numerous. ' Takinp
number at ' ne-half the estimatp of Gov. McD’,
we can sge nt a glance the uttqr fallacy of at-

Btate. - The first difficulty is, welhave no place to
send them to: the entird army of the U. 8.,
. ' with all the able bodied men in Californin, could
. lnotfbree them out, and keep tlieth out. The riv-
- erand valley Indians will nevér willingly gointo
& mauntain’country, P '
hat idea I supposed to have|been broaghed
. | merely to afford the Senatorin] candidatep nn
L | upRortuunity to write in reply to[the self-consti-
futeéd VaHejo committee, nnd ns that was|full
three months ago it may, 1 think, safely be ton-
sidered obsolete. 3
Allmy experience with thq Indians, nndfmy
observations as to the Inck of ¢heap laboy in
Californis, leads me to the conklusion that, if
that scheme was even practicable, it would be
wholly impolitic and inexpedien}. :
The IHdinns of this® country

R

ty of our fron.
lien/for land, or by the cxfiprencies of the
Staxe, hire men by the day or |let the service
n contract, and do it at-on If you star-
the propesition, then fall’fn witly our pol-
¥, or propose a more humane| and availnble
system. Be not content with frivolous ohjee-
| tions; with finding fault: with plf)ling down !
e ’ but, like the old chief in counsdl, lay aside the
pipe Hand make a better speech '
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. :gu several: of, them ‘had:eoncluded to try. theis 3

hands at mining, pthers. In:fafming, ‘while othera’
hired as packers. ' ] paid them their wages, and sop-
posed they wére st liberty.to use the-money as they
pleased. ~ With thisiand, ot
of Mr. Coates’s reporth! ‘

do; exoept to 8oy, that while. thiey doubtl ,
tain ges of - teviderness omd * béomty, 1 do
not clearly ive ttilmir ’l:enr!ngupoq the question

«Indian Regervations:™ >~ .°. "1 © - :
OrAsl;o Mr. Wambough’s report, 1 have time bat -
for a single remark. . tis. dfonqded,, nla;ot,d pon th(zs
most ot mistnkes and misropresen .
have read it nitentively, and do not'findone ltlgklo
statement about the *-Indian Coivinissiongrs.” or
their action, fairly put, or true, either in. fact or,
form .His parade of legal! knowledge lgdﬂf tho
history of Indian negotintions.in the old States, is .

al) : e 6, he says: ' |

ually unfortonate.” In his'report, pa !
?'qu,{hc u:t of 26tk Mareh, lioﬂ)-l——-l th section—

an not erecting Louisiana ifito two territories—dhis
policy is first gmdhimod,”‘:&fo._ " Now I'submit that
this policy to which he refers in ‘the coutext, {8 not
proclaimed in that act, or injany other ~ There isno
such ‘doctrine lajd down. Nor has that act any sort
of reference to the cgse to which he :;plws . It
simply anthorizes the President to eflect with the
tribes then rcaidihgl in Louisians, an exchange of

lands, giving them lands on'the. west, for those they
occapied on the east side .of; the Missiesippi River.
His refurences to the messages of General Jackson

in 1834, touching tho removal of lndians from Geor-

gia, Alabamn, etu., 'to. the Ireservation on the. west

| side of the Mississippi, may be fuirly made, but I

cannot see their bearing upon the question of what
shall be done with the.Indians of Califoruia Anno
Domini 1853. . A v o

Mr. Chairman, I must apol izé for detaining you
go long. I was desirous of pr%uting gome facta fof
public consideration, not to attempt anything like
dictation to the committee or the Assembly,
possible corroct gruss mispepresentations, and ask
the honorable Legisiature; of Califorria not to stul-
tify itself. 1Inthis ] am awhre 1:have to labor under
all: the disadvantag s.of nddressing what may prove
to be an inexorable munjorijt{ of political opponents—
enemies 1 will not say, for I know ' that amongiyon
I hnve inany personal and valued friends. Another
disndvantage arises, sy youjwell know, from the fact
that Falsehood will travel :an -hundred miles, while
Truth is drawing on bisiboots to look afler him.
The committee and the Asseinbly will act their
pleasure. You have the

Ipqwc'. if you choose to ex-’
ercise it. I hope you will yjot forget that while ‘

= "Tis excellont 10 have u glant's slrength, L
It may be tyrunnous snd mfan (o use {L like a giant !

[Mr. Coutes hero cnqui.’r d if Col. McKee had any
objections to the third resdlution, calling for an in-
vestigation into the.oficigiincts of the several U, 8,
ageuts in Culifornia 1 . ‘ ‘

The Colenel replied thdtg personally, he had none
whatever, e was ready ft all times to give an ac-
count of his stewardship.{ JI1e kuew he brd made no
mistakes in the ssiection pt reservations, vpr bad be
any beef contracts to makd ar'investigate.

Messrs. Flemming ('oleq{e,s. Coffruth, MeMeans,
Sprugue, and Joves, all made explangtions 5 and at
w late bour the meeting adjowrned.

-t
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The only approuach to this mode of treating
this very grave subject in this | Legislature, is
in the report submitted 1o the $enate by Gen.
Anderscn, and that is founded upon a most
glaring unler estimate of the §ndian’ popula-
tion, e argues that as there fre but few leit
in the 8tate, they should be prpvided for—the
claims of humanity and our ghnracter ‘ns 2,
great people demand this at our hands; and the
report rccommends that our gdvernment shall
return to something like the [old gystem of
Spanish ¢‘missiong” on this coast) and work the
Indinng as the priests did. Thgre is excellent
guod sense insome of these geuenal suggestions.
but the caseis prescnted in an hinfortunate rs
peet, Tij«bardly pogdible to expbet that - Uncle
sun” wili ever assume the double character it
an “aleslde,” br commandant ofla presidio, and

I belicve the California Indiahs ean be maore
casily aunil speedily domesticated and improved,
than those of any other State or Territury ; nnd
the experim nt is well worth |trying, If it
succeeds, you have at once in gour neighbor-
ttaod, men and women, to sers ,'?-s laborers.
““hewers of woold and drawers of water,” al-
ready acclimated, naturally mijd and decile.
willing to work at cheap wagds, ani in my
opinion, superior to any given equal number of
Runakas or Chinese that could fbe imported —
The latter, when their tie is oft. or they ha ¢
matle muney by working in the ipines, go hon e,
taking with tl:em every dollarof plieir earnings:
the furmer are at Lome, and ftoely spend for
necessaries or dress, every ddlar they mny
earn.

‘Bu: I am admonished by -the {lateness of the
hotr, not toy dwell lungeg on thig subject, esp~-
cially ny T wish to pay tﬁn_\' regppets to the le-
port submitted by Mr. Coates! ofrid Mr, Wan-
haugh, In doing so, I must be.hfief—1 ean but
just glance at thew dned make my bow,

In the course of my previoup remeuks, my
vpinion of the geacval character) aml tendeney
of Mr. Coates’ produetion hur bequ incidentally
ziven., It is buased, like the gpecches which
followed it presentation, upon ‘‘ one grand
mistake ;" viz-——that ** the reservations of liand
for the Indinns are, in n grea{ majority of ir-
stances, the most desirable minerh] and rngricul-
tural lunds in Calilornin,”  Thng§in the nggre-
unte, ** these reservatious inclade a population.
of not less than 20,000 Amevieng chizens, and
nre of the value of $100,000,000." "Upon these
muodest assumptions, which the ] rm\()huirmnn
=ays lic obtained ** from gourées df the Thost uu-
doubted character,” is built what le doubtless
intended for un irgument. 1 am glud to find

by

the writer now admity that bel was. in sone

things misinformed; but still {t is necessary
that [ shiould here publicly pronounce these data
of the Heport as utterly fulse and deceptive:
caleulnted, it not designed, to mjslend the As.
seinbly nnd the country, T regret that this
mod o effrt of the Heon Cliadivnmn =hioubd

pulling down ;i
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mixlest arsumptions, which the Hon\Chairman .
«ays lic ohtained ** from sorces df the Thust un-
doubted character,” ig built wha}l he doubtles~
intended for an argument. '1 am glad to find
the writer now admits that be{was in some
things miginformed; but still {t is necessary
that [ should here pullicly pronounce these data

of the Report ax utterly falee dud deceptive:

caleulated, it not designed, to mjslead the As-
«einbly and the country. I regret that this
maiden cffort of the Hon.. Chagirman should
have been 2o unfintunate; ‘but the lessun may
be useful.  Ile will learn. T hope, not to rely
on such sources for infurmation, when published
Reports and facts are within his{reach. I am
dixposgd to think that it was “-through igno-
rance peo did it,” and not with malevolent de-

the arn of .7chilles was too hrary.

As to the value of the reservations which I
have made. and. o far as 1 have any know-
cdge, of those made by thé other|Agents. I give
it ns my judgment. that, while there is on each
some goud farniing land, gy therd sheuld be, in
the general they are very far from valuable.
Probably nirc out of every ten acres arc thin,
mountain, gravelly lauds, which [no white man
will ever covet. Nor would any man in this
hall take the whole of uny one regervation as a
gift, and:be bound to pay the usal State and
County taxes. So much for the¢ 100 millioa
estimate! o

Then as to the 20,0007 American gitizens—where
are they ! I confess | do not know.! Ou the reser-
vativns made vn the San Jeuquin, King's river, cte.,
Col. Barbor says there Were in all| not to exceed’

a few, howhuny [ do not know, but [in genersl they
were persons who approved of his stlections, and ar-
ranged to continue, unless the Government bougbht
out their improvements. ln iny own|district, vnthe
twd first reservations, none; vn thef third one; on
the fourth, in Scott’s Valley and Seott’s Bar, sev-
eml—perhaps 100, mostly miners and packers, and
they preparing to leave. vhe migratory and un-
rcttlad character of the lation along that fron-
tier 1s illustrated by t{:g history of the town of
Scott’s Bar, which, lying oo the river hotwoen §wo
mountaing, on the only road, had to bo included in
the rererve, 80 ns to connect the townr or northern
end of Séott’s Valley with the fishing grouuds of
the Indians on the Klumath. 1 was informed that
about & year ago it containcd ovet 2,000 people,
mostly miners. Lven as lato as last -Noptember some
five or six hundred votes were given [there. In Qc-
tober, when I passed through on wmy|way to'Scotlt’s
V'alley, thore were still two or ﬂ'\re hundred. On
my return, in the early part of Novepber, aller the
tronty, the town was deserted; not £y left; wll had

one to batter diggings, either on thef RKlamath, (the
ndians being now frendly,) or to 1 umbug Creek,
in the direction of Shasta Butte City} Vnless some-
thing new has ocourred.since 1lefY,|l[doubt whether
Scott's Bar hasto-day one dozen inhabitauts. Those
who were there at the time of the treaty, cordially
npproved of my selection; some of them asked for
time to wark out their claims—the larjgest, one year.
In the treaty I gave them two years.| So much for
the 2 000 Americat nitizens, for whym Mr. Coates
sympathises so deeply!!

La

A word as to the stutement mdde here some days
. 1w A1e ' hodnee ahont there havine hapn in

= Too much, perhaps, was refuired of him: |

twenty. In the middle district Dr. Wpzeneraft found |’
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“u few, how many 1 do not know, but fin general they
! were persons who approved of his se

| the, fearth, in Scott’s Vallc; and §

will ever covet. Nor would any man in this
hiall take the whole of uny one redervation as. a
gift, and be bound to pay the usal State und !
County taxes. So much for th
cstimate !

Then asto the 20,000 American Eitizens—whege
vations made vn the San Jeuquin, K 1g's river, vte.,
Col. Barbor says tnere Were in alllnot to exceed
twenty, In the middle distriet Dr. Whaeneraft founi

t1ons, wnd ar- |

ranged to continue, unless the Government bought |

| wut their improvements.  In tuy ownldistriet, vo the !

two first reservations, none; op lha‘ third onc; on |

eral—perhaps 100, mostly miners and packers, and
they preparing to leave. The migratory und un-
scttied character of the population along that fron-
tice is illustrated by the history of the town of
Seott's Bar, which, lying on the river hetween two
mountains, oo the only road, had to be includetl in
tho reserve, 80 a8 to connect the town or northern
end of Scutt’s Valley with the fishing grounds of
the Indians on the Klamath, ,1 was juformed that
about a year ago it containcd over 2,000 people,
mostly miners. kven as late as last l;;tember some
five or six bundred votes were given |there. In (e¢-
tober, when I passed through on my{way to Scoft’s
V'alley, there were still two or threef hundred. On
my return, in the early part of November, afler the
treaty, the town was deserted; not ity left; all had

one to better diggings, either on thel Klamath, (the
fndims being now friendly,) or to H{umbug Creek,
in the direction of Shasta Batte City} Unless some-

100 miilioan dalt
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thing new has ogcurred since 1left, l|ldoubt whetber|.

Scott's Bar has'to-day one dozen inhapitauts. Those.
who were there at the time of the treaty, cordially
approved of my selection; some of them asked for
titne to work out their claims—the lorigest, one year.
Iu the treaty | gave them two years. much for
the 2 ,000 American eitizens, for whpm Mr. Coatesr
sympathises so deeply!! ]

A word as to the statement mide here some days
since by Mr. Fleming, abqut there haviag been in
the part of Scott’s Valley atlotted td the Indians 20
or 30 ranches, worth from five to ei thousand dol-
lars, and npwards. As the question Lurns u 1 the.
meaning of the term ranche, herd in California, 1
beg that my friends, Senators Warher and Entill,
who are present, will state what & pbo is. What

idea is conveyed by the expression 1| [Mr. Warner |.

and Gen Estill here explained to tho| meeting thut
it was a large body of land, partly.improved and
partly for pasture, with hoaases, corrals,  herds
of cattle, horses. 8o.,'&e.] Acoording to this defi-
nition, | state emphati ‘; that there is net one
single ranche in the whole Valley. N¢r is thereover
two or three improvéments, of any kind, worth the
magey mentioned. There was not one acre iyloughed
i a:o Valley when I was thero, that | rocollect see-
ing. Thoss who had improvementst-aware of the
great paramount importance of ?m g’ the Indians
quisted—~ghoerfally aoquiosoed .in the selection; by
which they got the lower end, and the whites the
upper and best end of thq Valley. |Nearly overy
man interested ‘gare me. written assurances to that
effect, and are now sawaiting the acti
to obt:in roasonable ;llm;utl;loep fort s
improvements, log of these papers are here, and
if gy ons dosises i, the clerk will pe

As to'the inginpation in the report/about some of
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