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No. 17,

Losg Avxonrnna, CALIFORNIY, -
March 28, 1865,

S : Your communication of the 20th, by the kindness of Mrv, Toffiman,
was duly received. T can assure you I feel very much gratified by youre
fuvurnblo veception of my wppliention, and if appointed shall endewvor fuith-
fully to perform the dutics entrusted to me.

As you may not be perfectly informed of the condition of the Indians in
this portion of the State, yon may not think it presumption on my part to
offer a few sugpestions in regard to them.

I presume yon arc already aware that nearly all the Indians in the lower
portion of the Stute (nxcepting those on the Colorado river) ave partially
civilized, and were +v a time connected with or under the influence of the
raribus missions in this pars of the State, and by the breaking up of the mis-
sions they became scattered again thronghout the mountains, and estab-
lished their rancherias wherever they could find a small traet of land with
suficient water for irvigation; and as water is not abundant, they have been
obliged to occupy many small places to obtain suflicient land for cultivation,

Tho San Lnis Iudinns are much further advanced in civilization than any
other tribe, They have some horses and a foew cattle, and they also enlti-
vate move land than the other Indinng, and many of themn work on the
ranches as servants, amd also in the vineyards,

The Cohuillns ave notuearly as far advanced in civilization.  They live fur-
ther in the mountains and are more scattered; nevertheless they also enlti-
vate small patehes of ground, but in a very rnde manuer, having very
few touls to work with, Tiieve ave several rancherias on and near the east-
ern slope of the mountaing, which are known by the names of their chiefs,
and there is quite o large rancherin at a place called Agua Caliente, and
mother at Toras, on the Lin Pagoras,

[ am not aware that the government has ever done anything for any of
these Tndians, and T do not think they requive any assistance, except in farming
tools and some seeds, till they can get a start; but they do require protec-
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tion from a vagabond and desperato set of whito mon and Moexicnns, who
go among them to sell whiskey, and induee them to steal and vob for their
benefity and it is very important that an agent down here shonld be em-
powered to call on the military for assistunce (when necessary) in the re
movul or arrest of such parties, as they arve generally very desperate:
characters, .

As the planting season is now approaching, a little assistance in the shape
of farming tools, and n few hundred pounds of corn, with pumpkin and melon
seeds, will do o great amount of good, il judiciously distributed among tho
various rancherias,

The past season has been a very hard one for the Indians, on account of
the deought; they have been obliged to consume even theiv seed-corn and
grain, to keep them from sturving, and many more than usual comne into the
settlements to beg. I am sure o small amountexpended at this time would
Le worth to the Indiuns morve than ten times the samo amount after the
planting thne has pussed.

With high regard, I win, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. Q. A. STANLEY.

Ion. Austiy WiLky,

P, S —Should yon conclude to do anything for the Indians down here, I
will cheerfully underiake the distribution without remuneration, only ask-
ing an ullowanee for the neeessary expenses incurred in doing the same.

PMease let me know by return stener.

Your obedient scervant,
J. Q A STANLLY,
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