Redick McKee to Luke Lea, April 5, 1852, Sen. Ex. Docs., 33 Cong.,
Spec. Sess., Doc. 4, pp. 325-326 (688).

[Per Major Fearis, U. S. mail agent, per Golden Gate.]

San Francisco, April 5, 1862,

Sir: Since my regular despatch per this steamer was mailed, I
have received by express, from the temporary agent in Shasta and
Scott’s valleys, very unpleasant news; involving the murder, almost
in%old blood, of some 30 or 40 Indians, at “the ferry,” or upper
crossing, of the Klamath, and at “Tadian Flat,”’ two miles above. On
or about the 12th ultimo, some time before, a young Indian—whom I
had seen at Hay.;:y Camp in November, and had cominended to the
protection of Ju:lye Roach—had, it appears, been shot by a man named
Gwin R. Tompkins. He was connected with the Indians at the ferry,
some of whom mad= complaint about his death, and gave some miners
in the neighborhood the 1dea that they, the Indiane, contzmplated re-
venge. Instead of going to the agent, who, with his interpreter, could
have settled the miatter amicably in a few minutes, the miners went
down to Happy Camp, expressed their fears, raised a party, returned,
surrounded the rancheria at the ferry, and shot down all the men there,
with several women. They then proceeded two miles further up to
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another village, and in like manner surrounded it and killed the in-
mates—in all, some 30 or 40 fell. The women and children who
escaped fled to Scott’s valley, where, the agent says, they are mourn-
ing the loss of their friends, and almost wholly dependent upon him for
food. A

What will"be the result of this breach of the trealy arrangement, and
most unnceesaary and cruel sacritice of Lfe, is, of course, unknown;
but I have fears that the law of retaliation, so deeply implanted in the
Indian’s nature, will again overcome all prudential considerations.

I have alzo received accounts of an alnost similar outrage, committed
by a small party of whites upon the Indians on Humboldt bay and Eel
river, resulting in the death of some 15 or 20. T'here are many right-
thinking, consideratc men in that country, who deeply deplore this
savage spirit on the part of some of the scttlers; but living so far dis-
tant from the county seats, and their own lives and property at risk,
they are afraid to speak oui, as they otherwise would.

I will, I hope, receive further advices in a few days, and by the
next mail write you again. In the mean time, I design appealing 1o
the governor of the State to order a rigid scrutiny into the facts of these
outrages, and take such measures as may be proper to bring the
offenders to justice. In all these frontier scttlements there are man
men from Missouri, Oregon, Texas, &c., who value the life of an Indian
Just as they do that of a cayate or a wolf, and embrace every occasion
to shoot themn down. I despair of sceing the peace of those settlements
fully established until the laws of the State are enforced, some terrible
examples made, vr the government of the United States send the mili-
tary commandart of this division the men and means to establish sev-
eral small military posts, to protect the Indians from such attacks.

I am, in haste, but very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

REDICK McKEE.

Hon. Luke LEa,

Commussioner Indian Affuirs, Washington City.
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