L. Lea to the Secretary of the Interior, April 13, 1852, Sen. Ex.
Docs., 32nd Cong., 1st Sess., Vol. 9, Doc. 61, pp. 1-2 (620).

~DrparTveEsT or Tuz INTRRIOR,
Office Indian Affuirs, April 13, 18732,

St In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the Gth instant, in
which you are requived to inform that body—

«1, Whether the Tndian commissioners or agents in the State of Califor-
nia, in their negotiations, have contracted any debts for which the govern.
ment is liable—and 1f o, the amount ithereof'; and,

«2. Whether any drafts, drawn by said commissioners or agents, have
been protested by the department—and if so, the amount,”—

I have the honor to transmit, herewith, copies of sundry communications
{rom the Indian agents in California, from which it appears that they have
contracted debts to the amount of 3716,304. 743 also, copy of a commu-
nication from the late sub-agent, Johnston, showing tha the, too, has con-
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tracted liabilitics 1o a considerable extent. The precise amount is not
given, hut it is helieved to be upwards of $50,000, as I understand his
drafts to near that amount have already been presented.

The whole amount of the appropriation for Indian purposes in California
wag placed in the hands of the agents, and they had no authority whatever
for exeeeding that amount in their negotiations,  They a]lcge, however, that
the pressure "of circmnstanves was such as 1o justify them in the course they
have pursued,  Upon the correctness of this allegation depends, I appre-
hend, the Tiability of the government to pay the debts they have contracted.
To what extent it is correet the department has not the power to determine,
nor has it the means of forming a satisfactory opinion. The question of the
liability of the goyermnent to pay these debts must, necessarily, be decided
by Cangress; and, preswning that a thorongh investigation into the whole
matter would be r required, [ have he retofore recommended that an appro-
priation be made to meet the expenses of such investigation,

A large portion of the debts above referred to are in the form of drafts,
drawn hy the agents on the Sceretary of the Interior; and, as they have
not been presented to this office, I am not able to state the amount to which
they have been protested.

In connexion with t,1s subject 1 have the honor to transinit, herewith,
ropy of @ communication, with ac companymﬁ' papiers, addressed to you by
ihe Hon. Thomas H. Benton, and referred by you to this office.

It inay also be praper to state that, in addition to the foreguing liabili-
us, a clahm has been prw'nted by Dr. W. M. Ryer, to the mmunt of

183,022, for hisserviees in v .1(cm.ltm;: Indians in California, the particulars
:_! v]nch are set forth in papers, copies of which are herewith submitted.

Very respeet{ully, your obedient servant,

1.. LEA, Commissioner.

Te the Siereranry or Tne INTerIOR,
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