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No. 37.

DepawrseNt or rue INTERIOR,
Ofiice of Indian Affairs, April 26, 1864.

Sir: I enclose for your information a copy of an act of Congress approved
on the 8th instant, entitled ** An act to provide for the better organization of In-
dian affairs in California.”

In order to carry this act into cffect, you have, at the instance of the congres-
sional delegntion from California, been appointed by the President, by and with |
the advice and consent of the Senate, superintendent of Indian affairs for said
State.

i* ¥ sk » R * k]

It has lang been apparent to this department thut the organization of the
Indian service of California was very defective under the laws in existence prior
to the passage of the act of the Sth instant, and it is to be hoped that this act,
supported by the delegation from California, will result, as its title imports, in a
‘“better organization.”  The immediate vealization of this hope will, however,
depend in a great measwre upon the wisdom, prudence, and skill which, from
representations made, will, I doubt not, be brought to bear by you in inangurat-
ing the new policy; and in this view, it is proper that a few suggestions should
Le made based upon the past experienee of this office.

You will observe that it is now proposed to establish not exceeding four
reservations for the use of the Indians of California, from which all whites
except government employds are to be excluded.

L'he proper location of these reservations will be among the first and most
important dutics arising under the new law; hence I am solicitous that you
give this subjeet your immediate and careful attention, in order that the depart-
ment may avail itsclf of your judgment in making the locations. There-is no
more fruitful source of difficulty than that occasioned .by scttlements of whites
in the immediate vicinity of Indian rescrvations, and for this reason the law
under consideration wisely provides that the new reservations shall be “as re-
mote from white scttlements ag may be found practicable, having due regard
to their adaptation to the purposes for which they are intended.”” I cannot too
stongly urge the importance of this feature of the law. It will be diffieult, and
perhaps impossible, to find an isolated tract of country sufficient in arca and
well adapted to the purpose upon which settlemeunts have not been made by
whites; hence, it is further provided that the Sceretary of the Intevior may
contract with such settlers, who may be lnwfully upon the land scleeted, for the
purchase of their improvements. T'he finaucial condition of the country im-
peratively enjoins upon all public officers the exercise of the most rigid economy,
and for this reason the locations shonld be made 8o as to embrace the least pos-
gible number of improvements made by whites, that the liabilities ariging under
this feature of the law may not be wnnecessarily large.

Another indigpensable requisite to the snecess of the new policy is, that the
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reservations shall be aneple in extent, and shall contain a sufficient amount of
arable and pasture Jand to enable the Indiang to engage in agricultural and
pastoral pursuits.  You will obrevve, from a 1)(:1'11.:19 of' the law, that, to the ex-
tent of the number nuthorized, the present reservations may be retained, and
may be enlarged to sueh an extent as may be mecessary, in order to their eom-
plete adaptation to the purposes intmded. 1 understand that at'the Round
Valley reservation there are arable Tands lying adjacent and extending to the
swrrounding mountaing, which are ocenpied by whitex. It was to meet =uch a
case as this that the provision just mentioned was fucorporated in the law, so
that in eage that or other reservations similrly situated shall be retained, they
may be eularged <o axto extend to the smnmits of the adjacent monutains, thereby
precluding the possibility of whites extablishing their setilemuents in the imme-
dinte vicinity. 1 do not wishto be understood as expressing an opinion in favor
of Round valley, but simply mention that point to illustrate the objeet of the
provision under eonsideration, and to express my views as to the kind or cliarae-
ter of the boundaries which sheuld be estublished for Indian reservations. Swmith
River reservation has also been represented as a very suitable point forareser-
vation, on necount of its peculiae Iocarion and the facility with which natural
boundaries Ior the same, of the kind fudiented, may be established.

By the Iast seetion of the act all offices and employments conneeted with In-
dian affairs in Caltlornia, not provided for by said act, are abolished.  This will,
of neeessity, devolve upon you the duty of mnking euch temporary appoint-
ments of speeial agents ag may be indispensable to o proper regard for the wants
of the superintendeney and the publie fnterests i+ 'ved; sueh agents to act
only nutil the reservatious provided for e be sceleeted awd o tablished.
Owing to the great distauee, and the Iength o time that must neeessavily elap, .
in communications between yeu and this oflice, it is thought proper to request
that you =hould name sueh number of persous 1 will be required tor the several
agencies hereafter to be establishied upon the reservations, and who, in your
judgment, ave qualified for the position of agent, by their prudence, wisdom,
experienee, and upright chavacter. “I'he names thus presented will be submitted
to the congreszional delegation from your State, and, it they concur in your
recommendations, will be presented to the President with o request that they
may be appointed.  In seleeting persons for recommendation, you will, of
course, understand that you are not precluded from cousidering the claims of
agents who were inoflice at the time the new law took effeet, and if you believe
them faithfvl their experivnee may be of use to you.

In passing from the old 10 1he new system, it is reagonable to antieipate that
more or less confusion will arise; but it is hoped that prompt and prudent action
will be taken by you to innngurate the new system with the least possible delay.
Your predecessors, ory rather, the Tate superintending agents, will be instrueted
to turn over to youw all books, papers, records, and public property in their
lands relating or belonging to the Indian depavtment, and requested to give
you suel information as may be in their possession relative to the present con-
dition and the immediate requirements of the Indian serviee in California,

In conclusion, I desire to assure vou of the hearty co-operntion of this oftice
in all your efforts which shall, in ity judgment, appear for the welfare of the
Indians committed to your charge, and trust that your aceession to the oflice of
superintendent of Indinu affaivs will prove the beghming of o reformation
in the conduet and managementof owr Indiau relations in the State of Gulifornia
which will be at onee ereditable to yow and beneficial to the Indians and citi-
zeny of your State.

In order that you may be advized of the general scope of Indian affairs in
your auperintendeuney duving the past few yenrs, Ilive this dey cnused to by
mailed to your address the annual reports of this oflice to the Sceerctary of the
Interior for the years 1861, 1862, and 1S63.
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1 shall be pleased if you will conmmmieate freely with this office upon such
subjects, pertnining to Indian matters in Californin, as from time to time
may arize, in order that the department muy, to the fullest extent, avail itself,
of your judgment, and that it may be made as thoroughly and minntely ae-
uainted with their present and prospeetive conditions and requirements as may
be found practienble. It is also desirable that) in submitting extimates tor funds
required tor the nse of the superintendency, yon should speeify with ns mueh
detail as practicable the ohjects for which the same are desived.

Very respectfully, &e., o
CHARLES I3, MIN,
Acting Commissioner.,

Avstiy WiLey, Xsq.,

Sacramentn, Californic,
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