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‘That the matters herein brought to the notice of your Excellency may he
fuliy amd in detail laid before you by a gentleman well informed and of re-
liable authority, I have commissioned Mr. Po Rodgers, Exq., a citizen of
thix State, well acquainted with owr Tndian relations wwd the character of
our Indian enemies, on the part of this State, to make all proper represen-
tations and give all required information, and on the part of this State to
aid mn the exeeution of such measures (i any) as your lxcellency may
think proper to adopt for owr relief.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

' JOIIN McDOUGAL,

To his Excellency Minrary Finnaone,

Presidenal of the United Stules.

Ne. 4,

War DevarTyarENT,
Washingtin, Jpril 30, 1551,

Siv: Your Fxeelleney’s letter of the st ult,, directed to the DPrestdent,
has, together with the documents aceompanying the snne, heen referred
to this Department, and I am directed to make the lollowing reply.

The Department had already heen apprized that the Indian tribes in
California had recently manifested o more hostile attitwde than they had
hitherto exhibited, but all the information it has heen able to procure in
relation to these Indians, had induced a beliet that they were neither as
warlike in character, nor as numerous as your Lixcelleney seemns to consider
them. It had been represented to the Departinent, indeed, that the hostile
disposition recently manitested by them was, o great measure, provoked
by encroachments of the white population on teritory hitherto in their ex-
clusive occupaney, and perhaps also by wrongs perpetrated on them by
straggling parties who roam through the country in quest of gold,  Hopes
were entertained, therefore, that when the agents recently appointed to ne-
gotiate treaties with them shall have accomplished their mission and pro-
cured treaties, whereby fixed and determinate boundaries shall he assigned
to their territory, that hostility whieli your Execellency considers as the
necessiry consequence of the two races being ¢ brought into sudden and
close contact’” would be avoided.  The President would e very reluetant
to conclude that a state of perpetual war hetween the Indians and the white
inhabitants of California is inevitable, and that the wise aud humane policy
by which the more warlike tribes on the castern side of the continent are
held in peaceable subjection, would he found impracticable on the Pacific.

Be that as it may, however, the Fxcecutive can only cniploy such means
as Congress has placed at its disposal.  As large a force is stationed in
California as could he spared {rom other points where troops are more ur-
gently necessary. It as your Excellency states, ithis force lasg, in conse-
quence of the frequent desertions, ‘¢ been almost reduced to nothing” —
that is an evil for which no adequate remedy has yet been found.  Indeed,
if the opinion expressed by your Excellency — an opinion as you say “de-
rived fzoin personal observation and experience,” that, “no aid to be deri-
ved from the present military system ol the United States will meet the
present necessities of Californiay and further, that the regular troops of the
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United States are unfit for a desultory Tndian war to be carried on among
the fastnesses of (your) our mountains’ be correet, it matters little what
number of troops of this description are sent there,

Your Excellency suggests that the militia of California alone are adapted
to this warfare, and recommends that that deseription of foree he substituted
for regulars and that euthority be given to your Excellency to call oul und
organize the requisile number of* {roops, the number to be determined by
you, and to be called ont as emergeneies shall arise, to be dishanded Ly you
imaediately upon their services hecoming unnecessary, and to be equipped,
provisioned and paid by the general government.

The President does not feel authorized to adopt this suggestion.  The
laws confer upon him no power to authorize the Executive of the State to
all out and organize the militia thereof at such times and in such numbers
as such Exccutive may deem proper.  The only law upon this subject is
the act of 1793 which empowers him to eall forth the militia of a State in
such numbers as ke (the President) may deem proper, ¢ whenever the United
States shall be invaded, or be in imminent danger of invasion from any
forcign nation or Indian tribe.”

Whether Califormia ean properly be said to be “in danger” of invasion
from the Indians may admit of a doubt.  But supposing such to be the fact,
the only authority conferred on the President would he to call the militia
into the service of the United States,in which event they would be subject
to the articles of war and be entitled to receive only the pay of regular
troops.

This is not what your Excelleney proposes should be done.

In his Jast annual message, the President strongly urged upon Congress
an augmentation of the military force of the eountry, with speeial reference
to the protection of the frontier against the Indians.  Congress did not
adopt this suggestion, and it is understood that considerations of cconomy
exercised no small influence on their determination.  Indeed, considerations
of this character weighed so strongly with them, that the appropriations for
the support of the army as it now stands, were reduced much below the
amount estimated hy the department to be necessary. Experience has
shown that volunteers are every where more expensive than regular troops,
and there is reason to believe that the difference between them would be
greater in California than elsewhere.  Your Excellency is silent on this sub-
ject, but this department has learned from other sources entitled to credit,
that the pay stipulated to he paid, hoth to the ofticers and men helonging to
certain volunteer companies in California recently raised, by what authority
I am not prepared to say, is exorbitunt aud beyond any thing ever known
in this. country.  For these reasons the Executive would not feel justified
in authorizing the calling out of the militia in the mode recommended by
your Excellency, There are other objections to the plan.  Is there not
some reason to fear, if that plan were adopted, that in a population like
that of California, where there are so many ardent young men, the love of
adventure with some and the high pay with others, would operate as in-
ducements to perpetual collisions with the Indians?  Your Excellency can
best determine whether there be any ground for this apprehension, but this
department is not left entirely to conjecture on this point. Independently
of its experience in other parts of the country, it has been informed that a
partial and temporary adoption of the plan recommended by your Excellency
has already produced these results in California.  The President decms
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it s duty to make these snggestions, not doubting that your Excellency
will do all in yonr power, to prevent abuses i jurions to the State as they
are revolting 1o humanity.

Phe demind made by your Excellency for the quota of arins to which
California is entitled, has been .mtulp.ltul The act of 1803, which autho-
vizes the distribution of arms among the States, appropriates an annual snin
of two hundred thousamd dollars < for the purpose of providing arms and
mitlitary equipments for the whole body of the militia of the United States,’
ol pr avides that ** the wrms shall be transmitted ln the several States com-
pmm"‘ this Union and territories thereof] to cach State and Territory  re-
spectivelv,in pmpmtmn to the number of the effective militia in cach State
aml territory.” A vegulation of the department requires that the distribu-
tion shall be based apon actual returns required by the act of Mureh 2d,
1503, to he wide to the President by the \(lj\lhnl(-(x('nt‘l-ll of the State (\t'
the number of the militia actually enrolled.  Tn view, however, of the peei-
litr conlition of California, and at the carnest \nhut.mrm ol the Honorable
Mr. Gwinng, the department determined o dispense with this condition m
her ease, and to assmne that the mumber of her militia was one hundred
thousainl wen, the nmaher at which they were estimated by Mr. Gwinn,
amsd as it now appears by your B \(Ll](m\ also.  Directions were accord-
imely given that the (lll.llltl[\ of arns (qm\.lhnt to the proportion of Cah-
Farnna upon this estimate and of” the deseription recommended by Mr. Gwinn,
shoul:l be forthwith sent to San Franciseo and deliverad to your Exceelleney’s
order. The executive has na power to furnish arms to the several States,
except that which is conferred by the above act.

Fhe President direets wme to assure you, that he lias seen with pleasure,
the rapid strides o ( .xlllmm.: m .xll the clements of prosperity, and would
regret excecidingly iF any num\ or inconvenienee should result to her citizens
for want of -uhqu.m- protection against the Indians.  While he is disposed,
on his part, to exert all the powers vested in him to arrest these evils, they
nist hear in mimd that every State in the Union has in time been exposed
to them, and that in the case oft California they arve in some measure occa-
sioned by the very rapidity of her advance,

Very respectflly your obd’t servant,

C. M. CONRAD,

Secrelary of "War.
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