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* ‘ No. 71.

Sax Francisco, (/1. Cal.)) May 14, 1851,

Sue: We, as a joint board of commissioners, having dissolved for the tine
beinye, with a view of proceeding to the three several sections of the coun-
try simuftanecusly, { avail inyself of the earliest opportunity of placing
before the departinent such suggestions as the oceasion may require, and
such iuformation as may be in my possession.

In the first place, 1 would respectfully, bat most urgentiy, impress upon
the (i partinent £e greal aecessity of quieting and pacifying the Tndians in
this veuntry, hefore they become aceustomed to the nsagey of war-—before -
they learn and gain that dungerons experience.

Ttis my opinton, il they should gain that knowledge, we will have the
most {ormidable of all the aborigines of this continent to contend with, and
a protracted war, terminating only in their extenuination, and at a fearsul
cost of life and treasure.  They do not lack the nerve and daring of the
best of .the Atlantic Indians—they but lack the experience ; and, with that,
their mountain fastnesses will be impreguable.  In fact they are measurably
so now with their imperfect defence.  There are but few of the Caucasian
races who can endure the handships and privations of their cternal snow,
and none who can chase thein down.

You have been advised of the policy we have deemed it expedient to
adopt. Permit me to say a few words in relation to it. :
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The common and favorite place of abode of the Indians in this country
was in the valleys and within the range of mountains. The greater forticn
were located, and had resided as long as their recollections and traditions
went, on the grounds now being furned up for gold, and now occupied by
the gold hunters, by whom they have been displaced and driven higher u
in the range of inountains, leaving their fisheries and acorn grourd behind.
They have been patient in endurance, until necessity taught them her Jesson,
(which they "were not slow to learn, as it is measurably instinctive with the
Indian,) and thus they adopt, from necessify, that which was deemed a
virtue among Spartans and the result is, we have an incipient border war;
any lives have been lost ; an incaleniable amount of property stolen ; and
the developement and settlement of the country much retarded.  And this
will ever remain unaveidable, so long as they are compelled or permitted
to remain in the mountains. They can come down in small marauding
parties by night, and sweep off the stock of the miners and farmers, and
vefore the loss is known they will be beyond pursuit; and I ventu-= the
assertion, that this would be the case in defiance of all the troops that could
he kept here. :

Our policy is, as you have been informed, to get themn down from their
mountatn fastnesses and place them 1 reservations, along in the foot hills
bordering on the plains.  The miners will then be Letween them and the
imountains, {oring a formidable corden or barier through which it wouid
be diflicult to take their families unobserved ; and in those reservations there
will be no place for concealing stolen stock, and they can there have all
the protection which c¢an and should be afforded them against their perse-

cutorsweAnd, Jastly, they will there learr the ways of civilizatiors,:
thereby become useful members in the community, instead of being wn ex-
nensive and dead weight to the general government. “The country set apart
tor them so far s very peor soil; but a small portion of it-is adapted to
agricultural purposes, but remarkably well adapted o the vuising of siuek;
ancl we think it would be good policy to suppiy them liberally witl &rood
stock in addition to the beef cattle whicl: is indispensable for present con-
sumplion, as the faithful Tulfilment of the tieaties en their part will inea-
surably depend on it.  They must have food. ‘ .

We think that it will not only be good policy, but that 1t will be « zood
imvestment, so to speak, to both parties.  The increase will soon be siffi-
cient to place them beyond the necessity of receiving aid from the zeneral
government.  The consvmption of beef in this country, owiig to the great
emigration, is supposed to he greater than the inerease of the stock: conse-*
guently the investment in brood stock, al this tiae, will result ina profit,
as stock saust inerease in valie ; thus they will becowme the recipients of so
judicious'an investment., : _

This will require money, aml it is a subject of surprise aun’rrg:ci that
the appropriation for our use has been cut down so small. The amount
required will be seemingly farge, but, by pursiing the foregoing pelicy, it

will be found to be small in comparison to all treaties where annwilies
are given. :
The mildle district having been allotted to me, (eommmnencing at the San
" Joaquin river south, and extending up through all the Sacramento valley
north, to the head waters of the Sacramento and Feather rivers,) it being
the one for which 1 expressed a preference to the departinent soon after
learning of my appointment, I am in hopes it will be assigned to me.

)
PR
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On this occasion I deem it due to the department aud myself to state,
thataso long as we were acting conjointly, almost all of the contracts aad
purchases were made by the disbursing officer, without my knowledy or
partivipation, the departrzent having placed the funds in his hands.

I presuine he alone will be held responsible ; but now, acting as I do i
my inlividual capacity, I hold mysel! responsible for all the contracts an!

" disbursements that may be contracted by me for the above mentioned dix-

" trict. I have made the preliminary arrangements to meet, talk and treat
with a portion of the Indians in this district: and am only awaiting the
arrivil of the mail, in which we expect the communication in relation to
mear.y, without which rothing cen be done. In this country everythinyg
depends on the ready money.

Al communications may be adiressed to me here.

Respectfully, your obedient servaa?,
0. M. WOZENCRAFT.

Hon. Luke LEa, '

Commissioner of lulinn Afairs.
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