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Qur Indian Polley.’ ' "'!
Ablest among the American wnten of aborlgl- |
nal hmtory, to this. dny stands Schoolcmft, and
clearest and wisest in dictating the pollcy to be
puisued towards tho Indians of this contment by
. the Government of the United States_we cér-:
tainly consider this author. No one who has
over read his biographical works, or studied lt}ye
.. temperate, truthful coyrse he advocates, cin
vaa Tndcd.to_,pcmmm._howﬁemnently phlhmm .
thropic, rational and in the true spmt of concilia-
tion aro his vmws, the. rcault of yem of ob-crm-‘
- tion; as given to tho American publxc Lnde
..the head. which we. have chosen for this article,
some of the most, pox\rerful papers on thesubject
‘of our’ Indian_affaits ever offered in Americn, |
- have bempmncd*‘}'o-—my-—that—thc LS-gov—
ernment has failéd in o perception 6f the mds-
.. texly \vLadoanhlch oharactenzcs the writin Qsl‘pf
—..Schooleraft; and: negt&tétb ~4PP1y~thc_te'ax.fx-
ings of his doctrine to_our relationship with the
tribes of lndians within our territorics, were;to
" yield But-a poor tribute to the sagacity of Ameki-
can statesmen. But.we have no fear toavow tine
honest conviction, that our Indian policy hns
Incked in general the attributes which -~m-‘tt'onh
ly mark the doct.rme laid down Dby Mr. School-
craft. |
It would appear that California is sadly in \vhht
of some immediaté adoption of policy to «'uzltrd
the interests of the new Stato against discor
-and dissension, arising from the harrassing ,cyn;
tiom_of her Indian affairs. Feuds between. our
peoplc snd the Indians rapidly engender. wlmﬂc-
ever the formerencroach upon the lands of the | - |
J,\mu.&eﬁag-&f impiacelle. -bostiliey isfusty
growing up on both sides, which it is as pamful
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oy e o2, to comtemplateteipds impossible to prevent. l'ﬁne
. habits of tho Catifornia Indian are those in which
indolence ard vice predominate,-but-if -he 4a in-
oapable of moral suasion, he.is neither to be
charged with a natural inclination to crimes. of
deep yporal dyo. Tl vicious . prepensityswith
which he is imbued from - the hours of infaney,
is & marvellous'fondness for free appropriation’ of
the property of others. ldle, thievish, 1gnomht, |
degraded and brutish,~~thus may we =am up, in
ehort, the oharacter of tho- California [ndian "‘
~The pride which this pcople once possessed was

long ago humbled before - the religious persever-
ance of the éarly Jesuit missionaries. and since
L rTthissettlenisntofthé éotntry by the=Anglo- Sax-.
ons we have seen them—deprived of that moiety
of sclf consideration which generations of w‘qr
and pestilence had left sole remnent of théir
mind’s possessions, and watched them sink mto
‘the veriest.obscurity, loathed by the supenorly

. gifted occupantn of their -once happy hunting
grounds, ns dny 7 by - d dny the rapid aceeasionsof
white men upon these shores, bring the Indxans

- in contact with their néw masters.. L=

Difficulties havo_grown. out of this mtm‘al
dislike on - tho part of tho Afanifest Dmtm_v

race ﬁ&’iﬂ“e’ eupr(‘mcn‘“contem]\’ T E alilivies of
the native Tndians, and, the Indian’s repugnance
on . the qther hand, a$ molestation in . the quiet

‘bomes of kis forefath— by comm:iovﬂ“ons, t

which ho carés not nc! to Jook klndly npon .
until, for the safvty of the interests of our min- ;

g o =

_ing population, we may well ..hagmmm«rnm 1
firn grounded fears— The connection, ono.wish |
another,~which 1s carri~d’ out thmng all tho |
“Indian tribes of. Californii,” affords s dangersts
presage, if it be a settled point that we may |

. incur. Indian hostility,. and- pnpnu.onuohw-#

o - 70 abide - the-consequenees - of -open- eallimon =— H .

~here will then be sarety only in a war of eXter. |
" mindlion. waged with rélontless fure Car and near. |
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white men upon these shores, brmg the lndm’na

- in contact with thei¥ new masters. S
Difficulties_ have grown.oit. of this natural
dislike on .the part of the Manifest Destiny.
‘race for the siipremely contemps | & ahilities of
the native Tndiaps and, the Indian‘a repugnunoc

| on the qther hand.. a$ molestation in the quxct
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homes of his forcfath~ by conslant mnomhohs,

which ho carés not nct to look kindly upon.—
imtil for the safety of the interests i our min-
._.ing population, we_may..well -begia-to-en tereain-

' _firm grounded fears— The connection, - ono.with |
another,~which is earried out throuwh all” the
“Indian tribes of. Californii, affords a dungcnﬁs
presage, if it be a settled pomt ‘that we mn)
.. incur_Indian "hosfility, and -prepare- ourf.mlveerL
--0_abide -tho-consequences -of -open-col lision =+ f
‘hore will, then be safety only in a war of e.rter.

' mmahon, waged with rélentiess fury farsand near-|
The mining lands must ‘be ‘wrested “ from ! Lhe

- river tribes, and’ the hﬂhﬂ.‘&* forced to flee mto 3

—the mountains” Thence we shal
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demus attacks made upon amall pm'txes of explor- !'
ors, and we shall fall oft regret the rashness of *
win thamwhmhmm, ~pxmz;rtsewe strwmgs h'}s
-—plu - ;
" and pmtmc;ed, Indian strife. Tt is evxdentf that
' *torthis CTism mat%er&are%astemngpaud-wme.wp_*.
trily deplore the ‘mistaken policy which has gb- |
taipcd, even among repre%entauvcs of thc gene- |
ral government here, in regerd to Indian treat- {
nient, we cannot but yield to the coaviction that
such is.the destiny of that miscrable race, ‘and ’
that we'nre but folfilling our own by the epact- !
ment of scenes on the-“Pacxﬁc nhmlar to those |
which have stained. w‘lh blood Qlll' Indian hlstory !
on the shores of tho - Atlannc, from‘fho ﬁrét

dnwmngs of civilization.
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