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t an 'EE Dprado County, anfpl
thist tté"f- i)“f’col Kévren. )
Heap QUARTERS Johnsan 8 Ranch i

v May- 23bh 1851.
Brlg Gen WisN

by éxpress’'to this’ place, and reached here,
yesterday. I came in company with Col.

‘ ~Raglers and Capt! Tongelin s'eoinmand of 60}

menzm}pch Wl'ﬁh dpts ‘Graham, {fmacy, and
ieys coman m'tke the ‘effective.

Enclosed I send you the lep()rtb of Capts.
Graham and Tracy, from which you wily de-

affair - of the 23d, with the Indians on the
North Fork of the South Amencan

many of whom were engaged in the most ac-
tive, operations of the Mexlczﬂn war, I can

contest, gnd the \'Earhke sparit of the Indians,

v, dine ‘mng theb ttle', f r~

DBP.I' Sir=<-P grstiant to orders{ I,{proéeedé(f

the~ t‘:om ana of Col, Rod- |

armed and. pronuoned and dre the most ef~ :
fective force everdpmaded in Califorpin. '}

rive, more partlculmly an aceount of the|
From a ersonal kncmled(%e of the troops,,;:

und rstahd the obsfinate character of the

when lt“vas fourid impossible for .our men to
CATTY ¢

their deéad. The nﬂ"m'tq to do so!l
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 contlst, and; arlike spirit.of the Indians; £
whert it*was found impassible for-our men to,

£
n
off| their sdepd. * The -efforts to do.sofH
0

. - L]

werd  only abandoned “when. the . dead Body'
was repeatedly shot while {bging carried offy’
and in the arms of our soldiers.” s
I huve to report, sir, that but one senti-{n
ment seems to obtain through. ithis Commu- |
nity, and that is,-that this war /is neeessary, |-
'an({ endered so by the repeated incursiong
of t&xe’"-fndizpns, 'whose - temerity bécomes
greater ap their deprédations: are ‘nfxor-ie‘i"fre;{1
quent and alarming. ‘The’ entire country,.
from the South American to the Calaveras,.
is’in %a..;stﬂ \te-of swar,.and, this embraces the,
largast terrifory’and, richest placet diggings:
in California. THe nécessity of.'this war s
no ‘longer suscepiible of dcbate; authentic
reports reach us almost daily of véiri_iners-.bein,%'
murdered' and driven from thé ptacers; anc
the only important question i8 to determine
| the most effective means to drive the Indians
from the . und by treaty to prevent
ecurrence of difficulties. It be-
comes mgfto stateé, in reference; to'the prac-
ticability of treating with the Indians, that |
Lut repeat the sentiment of our most intelli-
gent citizens and; officers who are well ac-
quainted with their character. and habits,
that I thidk it nedrly impossible, and utterly
imprdcticﬂhl‘e at pl:'ese'rit-. 1 bel,;;'iev{al with our
present efficient foree, that we'will be able |c
to compel the enemy to a decisive battle, | n
which will break up~their organization. de- | t.
‘monstrate our superiority, andlcoerce them | n
to enter into treaty. | t
. Until some decisive action, flyshed ag they | i
are with success, dnd embittered, with a pro- | I:

ot , A v Jurati
Scaned by KUD - 2009 | tracted war of twélve months duration. they | n
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whic¢h will-break mp “their organization, de-
monstrate our suﬁerxorlt)f, and ;coerce them
to enter mto tre'xtiy , ;

' dre wzth success, dnd embittered-with a pro-.
tracted war of twelve months, durahon, they

and men are anm us o Welcome the® Com-
missioners, and w 1l heartily co-operate with

| them in every.c t to-induce the enemy to
, treat. i
The Tndians are encampcd upon the recent
hattle-ground to the nuber 0}‘ at least 700
warriors, which number is being daily. in-
creased hy recruits from ' the neighboring
tribes. They are fortlﬁed and their position
| rendered almost impregn: abls by thie natural

steeps |

They are sangyine of their abxhty to re-
 sist. oar troops,‘n d ave shid to be ghietly

san. where their women and children and
herds are collected.

[t 1s at present dosigned, 1f0‘we dnblndwe
the enemy, to pro ee,d thence to thejr ren-
dezvous, ()’,ntruyt eir ranchos and take their:
stock. © Thip will deprive them of th N s1th-|
stance, disqunlify tiothom for pursuing war,
nnd incline 1them listen-to terms of reaty.

guns; and dxmced’ a spirit
-the Camanches.

Until some decisive action, ﬂu;Qhéd as they |

will listen to no terms, and thé first efforts of {
our Cpmmissioners must consequertly prove |
abortive. ‘I woul say,.hov\ ever; that officers.|

strength and inaccessibility of the mountain {

awaiting eufpeffiproach. We ure.e gaged in {

active ¥ preparations, and atsE dayedown {
to-morrox will r.m ke o forfzod mhm(_ e Th |
scene of action. | | PO iy

The o'z(,at rendon ous of the sav. "'BS* 18.4
Red Ltike af the head of the South Amer1~ i

In thé last éngagement the;,r had at letst 150 |
equal to that of

\J
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guns, and émnced} 4 spirit eq,ua.l to that of
‘the Camanches

The Coloma Indians have been .detected
in furnishing these with guns and ammuni-
‘tion. 'Col. Rodgers promptly senit a party to
deprive them of such dangerous property,
and to hold the chiefs in custody at Coloma
until the arrival of the Commissioners, pru-

nicate| with the Indians engn.g ‘
hostilitic

11 open "

be, respectfully, | - b

~ Your obed‘t serv't,
G. D Havry, Maj.

Head Quarters, 24 Battalion of Cali- |
fornia Volunteers, May 23, 1851, )
Maj. Wm. Roncers:—

"K’l River, where L'arrived and

firing
turned!to camp. | "he next morning [ dis-
patched two men to Capt. Grahany, of Co. A,

tv let him know wherel was. He sent word.
that he would be dn the oppusxte side of the

act oflmukmg a crossing; t the Indians kept

river the next day at 12 o'cloek oo the mor-
ning of the 24th. I crossed the river with-.

out provisions, and commenced abcendmg
the hill. I ordered my lst. Lleu efjant with

25 men to take thd right of a ridge whilst I
tanle thoe 1oft and wmat ( ant (Irahiam ' After

dently judging. that as hostages they may be |
succeTully used . 83 interpretery to commu- |

Sir:—Op3#¢ morning of the . Q"d I took
up my ¥ ‘f marich for theSoath Fork of .

———

k

Trusting that in a day on tyo I -may be |
able to report thesuccess of our troops in |
a decigive e cragement,, I have the honor.to.

encam ed aboub 2 oclock P. M. [ hud al
slight "brush with, the Indipns while!'in the |

from ‘the dpposite ‘side, uutxl [ re-|
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