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Thoe Cleay Lake Indians.,

We extract the following account of the Clen,r. ,

Lake nﬁ'dirs, from an extra Ferald, by way of
showing that we are_perfectly, vgill"mg, and in-,
deed anxiqua, to give as prominent a'place toone
version as to~wnother. Our columns have always
been open to any respeet{ul communication.

-and-we.shduld " have cheerfully given place to

any account of the affair written by General

-Smritheor aviy-offiter 6f buf army, whether it dif-

fered from information, derived from other
sources, or was of a similar tenoe. We have not

‘done with this subject yot. but for the present.

merely suljjoin the General's ‘'own recital of the
affair, notwithstanding it is a little obscuré in
fome purt'qulnrs. It will be seenr that The

Watchman roceived an account of this affair dift
ferring from-our own.in ne .important paricalir: -
and we undestand thay it was derived from an )

officer of the army,

The Clear Lake Indians—~Letter from Gen.
P. F. 8mith.
SATURDAY Mortgxe, June 1.
We received the following communication Iast
night, too late for publication in our regalar
steamer edition. The neccuaity of at once_send-.
ing forth an official contradiction of a eharge w0
wonstrous, by the stecamer which bears the charge
itself to the United States, haa induced us 10 1s-
sue an extra this morning.  The following is the
letter of Gen. Smish on the subject.  Our cotem-
piries cannot be any longerignorant of the source
trom which we derived our information. l' \

To the Editors of the San Francisco Herald

GeNTLEMEN ° | have only this morning. (Fyi-
day, May 3lst=}-seen in the © Alta Califoriia tInr
the Steamer Oregofi.”” an article headed ** Horri-
ble Slaughter of Indiaus.”

[¢is a talsehood from the beginning to the end.
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o GearLako b San - “Jyi g falaehiood ffoni.thé beglnning to.thie end. |
lune 3. 1080:p. 2. col 1 Th¥ tribes punishiéd arenot; 'ﬁlnd§gng either of |
Sonomu.or. Napa Yalleys.. - They have, for a-lony |-
time, inhubited the borders and fslands of Cleur
L‘ake, fifty milesdistant, and thelfead of Kussian |
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- _=No-onv-ol ‘the—whites—murdered was-the: _onc_;ij

Wwho Killed ailadisna_Soik : '
-now alive-and lives at-Sonoma. , ‘
" The_gutrages committed on the Indians in Sonoma
. ‘apa, adew tha_since,-were marders-of pesce-
ful laboring Indiiins on the farms in those valleys. The-
offenders were urrested and escorted by Lieut. David.
son himself, as far as the Sheniff thought neccasary for,
secunty, committed for eXamination by 4 magistraic |
in Benicia, brought by a writ of “habeas corpus” be-;
fore.a cours-in San Francisco, and* relensed on bail 161
appear for trial. “Tho tribes on Clear -Lake were -pot}
.approached. Licut. Davidson was not the Command-
er of the expedition, and it ought not to be necessary!
Yo say, thal "ih ordlr of ‘exfermination withou spar- § ¢
ing sex of dge,” would neéitheér bé™ given or executed!| -
by any-eflicer or soldier of the Ameriean army. The,
tribes attacked, bave murdered some of the farmers.
living nearest them, and attacked ‘others withbut suc.’
cess, burnt all the houses, and driven off all the cattle,
where they suneceeded—murdered citizens tmvelling to
the mines on Trinity river—deficd the anthoritics—
dared. the. troops - to -approach—them, organized and
prepared for & {ong an .armed resistance, aird arrayed

thémeelves nnd fought when they were approached.

{me of '“;l/no editors of the “Alta Califoruia” has in-
formed me that Captain Frishiq_and Doetor Ely, liv,
ing at Sonora, ar¢ his informantf@™«Neither was with
the expedition, ‘or in that part of the coantry in which {-
it acted ; and if either has made the statement publish;
ed, it has been to indulge some personal feeling or serve
some private interest,'at the expense of truth. How |-
. can th@Tonductors of any respectable press, on such |
testimony, with the means of {garning the truth clos¢
at hand. nssail the officers and soldiers of an @rmy wtdi
accusations of cruelty and cdwardice, belied as they |
are, in & most extraordinary manner,.by the wholo ex|
perience of the war just finished. The publication,
made in the absence of all the officefs engaged on the
expedition, who are now on other arduous duty;*and
on the eve of thé departure of the mail for the Uniu;d
States, demands and receives from me, on behalf of
my fellow sojdtiers, the qualification of a base and ma!
licious falsehood, from whomsoever it may come. ’
PERSIFOR F. SMITH; |

Br.-Maj. Gen. U7 S. 4.
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