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e Virrey or Sax Joaquin, CALIFORNIA,
Mercede Indian Reservation, June 24, 1851,

Str: T have the honor to lay hefore you a synopsis of my proceedings:
during the last three months, as Indian sub-agent for the valley of the San
‘Joaquin. On the arvival of the United States’ Inilian commissioners for
California, the Indians of this valley and adjacent country were in a hostile
attitule towards the whites. They had assumed this position about the
middle of December last, fied to the mountains with their women and chil-
dren, and were engaged in a general predatory war wilh the miners in the
mountains and persons who had located on the plains. They made frequent
descents into the valley, entting off travellers in smail parties, and robbing
them of horses and cattle.  Their great object seems to have been to steal
animals for food : but in doing this, frvquent murders and other depreda-
tions followed. After becoming fully convinced that feelings of hostility
weere general among the Indians throughout the valley of the San Joaqin,
[ repaired to the seat of government to ask aia from the State on behalf of
her citizens.  The legislature was then about assembling, and the vovernor
desired to lay the matter hefore the representatives of the people for their
consideration.

I transmitted to his excellency a statement of the facts conneeted with
the original ontbreak, which had come under my imroediate notice. Know-
ing thut considerable time must necessarily be consumed by the legislature
in 1ts organization, before it could render any aid, and believing that promps
action wolld check, it not entirely arrest further depredations by the In-
dians, T-repaired immadiately to Sonoma, for the purpose of consulting
with thé then commander of the Ungted States forces of the Pacific. A
briet’ intervicw with that officer informed me of ghe opinion he entertained
in regard to the Indian difficultics, and convinced me of his determination
1o maintain a ¢ masterly neutrality™ until compelled to do otherwise under
orders of government. I was, therefore, induced to urge the orpanization

{ State troops, in order, if possible, to arrest a general Indian war, already
commenced with some success an the part of the Indians. At this period
of time, the [ndian commissioners for California arrived in the country, but
were delayed in San Francisco for soine time before proceeding into the
valley of San Joaquin. [ did not gee them until about the 12th of Febru-
ary, when they reached the Tuolumne river, under an escort of one hun-
dred United States troops. At that place 1 joined the command, and pro-
ceeded 1 company with the cormmissioners through the valley, as far as Rio
Rey, or Ruy’s river. Deeming it important to enter into the fulfilment of
our contracts with the Indians, to get them from the mountains and settled
in theis respective reservations at the earliest possible day, I returned
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.through the valley for that purpose. For the last three months I have been
arduously engaged in those duties, and I am satisfied great good has re-
sulted from a prompt commencement with the Indians. I have now under
my immediate charge the Indians in the following reservations: That lyinz
between the Stanislaus and Tuolumne rivers, containing about one thousani
Indians ; that between the Tuolumne anid Mercede rivers, containing about
eight hundred ; that lying between the Chow-chille river and the Cowe, or
first of the four creeks, including the San Joaquin and King’s river, con-
taining about eightcen hundred or two thousand: and another adjoining
this latter reservation, as set apart ny a treaty recently coneluded hy Colo-
nel Barbour, near to or at Tulare lake. I have not yet been in that res-
ervation, on dccount of the absolute necessity ofﬁ:y constant attention to
the Indians in the three former. I am, therefore, not prepared to state the
pumber of Indians included in that reservation. My time has been wholly
employed in passing over the former three, and regulating their internal
affairs. Insome of them I have had considerable difficulties to contend
with, arising mostly from the destitute situations of the Indians for sub-
sistence, and those feuds which naturally take piace between the Indians
and a mixed population like that of this country.

The extent oF country over which my duties extend is large; the civil
authorities yet imperfectly in force over it, and withoul any military force
for my aid, I have frequently feit my inability to carry out the laws “rela-
ting 0 Indian affairs,’” and more especially the “ act regulating trade aad
intercourse with the Indian tribes.” I have, however, succeeded beyond
my expectations in settling the Indians upon their lands, and mainteining
the supremacy of the laws. In doing this, I have been obliged, in some
instances, to depart frem the strict letter of the law, and to act upon such
policy as prudence dictated.

I would call your attention, first, to the situation of the Indians of this
region before and at the time the respective treaties were entered into by
them. They are an ignorant, indolent, and rather migratory people, who
heretofore lived upon roots, grass seeds, acorns, pine nuts and fish. Their
main subsistence, however, was acarns, which they usually gathered in large
quantities and stored away in magazines. On the breaking out of the war
in December Jast, the Indians retired to the mountains, leaving®behind them
their principal stores of subsistence, intending to return for them- as neces-
sity required, The whites, in pursujpg them, burnt and destroyed all that
fell in their way; consequently, at {he time the different treaties were en-
tered into, the Indians of this region were destitute of anything to subsist
upon, even if left to range at liberty over their native hills. TUnder each
treaty they were required to come from the mountains to their reservations
on the plains at the hase of the hills. They were hut children of nature,
ignorant of the arts of agriculture, and incapable of producing anything
it they had heen placed upon the best soil on the earth. They came
from the mountains without food, depending upon the small amount allowed
in their treaties, with the roots and sceds te be duily gathered by their
females.  These have been found whelly inadequate to their absolute neces-
sities. It was not then the season for acorns or the masinetto. Their new
Iocations possessed but little of grass seeds, or the poppa, so much used by
them. The consequences have been continual complaints for food, and I
doubt not there has been much suffering among them.

I have heen told by the chiefs that they desired to live up to the terms

Scanned by KJD - 2009 20f5



Adam Johnston to Luke Lea, June 24, 1851, document no. 76 of Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
H. Exec. Docs., 32 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 2, Doc. 2, Pt. 3, pp. 511-515 (636).

Doc. No. 2. 513

of !hur treaty; thev Lad ¢kept it in lheir heads and in their hearts, but
tLeir people were starving ; they must die of hunger, or return to the hills.”

This want of food inducea petty therts irow tae mminers and nthers, which
resulted in difficultics between them, and if continued must have endcd in
Serinis Consequences.

Under this state of things, what was my duly? To say nothing of hu-
manity, under such cireumstances, what was the best pnl'(\ to be pursued
hy me for the interest of the govermnent?  In the absence of zuthoriry, and
in view of the best interests of the aovernment, T ¢ ook lhe 14'\~pon.~11)rlzty”
of furnishing greater supplies of beef to the Tndians than was .sil})um-cd in
the treaty, ll‘l\ll\“‘ on the goxernment for its payment in futnre.  This was
the only lltmmtl\'v to keer )thv Indians fiom returning to the mountaing, and
umlomcr all that the cmmmmom-ra hod effected. I have also changed the
manner of delivering it to them.  Instead of delivering beel eattle on foot,
by the heatl, I have ordercid such as 1 give them to be killes] ol (u-'l\urml
hv the piece or pound. My reason for n[mn(r sn was, that the eattie of this
onuntr) are wild anl unmdndgeahlv The hdinng are without herse s, and
if they had horses are ignarant of managing cattle, and many excape from
them ‘after being delivered.

Already had they logt, on different nccasions, over fom' thousand dollars
worth of cattle, pmchasml for them by the commissioners, T have pl.u-ud
the duty of dullv( ring beef 1o them i in the hands of the leensed traders of
the wcpectno re sm\.mnm In furnishing them subsistence, I had an eye to
the strictest economy, barely allowing enough to supply their absalule ne-
cessities.  Besides thexr mmmal destitntion” on (nzumtr mnto the treaties,
the Indians of the reservations are aradualiy swelling in ik rers, fromn the
“« Monoes,” or wild Indians from the adjacent mountaine, ‘These are as
destitute as their friends, and must be fed, or they will all return to their
coverl places in the mountaing, amd tl(‘l)(‘lld upon thieving and plunder for
subsistence. ,

In the course of my travels through this valley, I have found considerable
amount of discase among the Tndians demanding immediate attention.  The
most common are npt}mlmm ot the varinug km(l.s, ane syphilis. T first
endeavored to make their own “rmedicing' men treat these discases, hut
they seem to know little of the healing art.  f have also had some appres
hension that the small-pox might break out a: nong them, which would, in
all probability, have spread among them to an alarming extent,  In order
{o p;tnrd against this disease, “lm-h caused so much destmietion amone the
Indians of the Sacramento mllv a few years ago, I thought it but proper
to obtain immedinte and ‘N‘]!l’l'xl vaeeination, n poliry frequently pursued
by the government with tlxc northwestern trihes, but not provided for by
troaty with the Indians of this valley.  Sheuld the smail-pox break ont
amone the Indians here, 1t would be destrnetive to them and danseerous to
the whites in this comnunity. Deeming it a duty on the part of the gov-
ernment, as well as an act of hum.nul\ to gnard, as far as possible, these
ignorant heings from such diseases, Iappmntml Dactor L. Al Ryor, who
tu'ne to me well recommended, to vaccinate the Indians, and to give such
menical or survical attention to cases as might be adsoluiely necessary,
coming unider his notive, 1 am aware that such matters should generally
be incorporated in treaties, ov at least the departinent should (minmnl} be
eonsulted,

The distance fron Washington, and the length of time which must be

Part ii1,—17
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expended in geiting adviees, the danger of delay, and the necessity for im-
mediate action, indneed me to meke the appoiniment as hefore stafed,
Vaccination and attentien to the moesi virelent cases of syphiiis, and other
cuch cases, can cost the envernment hut an incensiderzble sum cempared
to the great good that miry result frow it .

Should this er an= other mrocvediage of juine nor meel the approbation
of the department, T hope (0 be so jnjorined fmmedictely, )

I also decred it importan to vaferve and wedntein the jow of the United
States, ¢ reenluting irade snd interconee wid dodan srites” over the
rescrvations al the carhiost prasibio date, i erder to wrevent ax far as pos- -
sible tie insfuence of bid and frvosyonsible pervonswith the Tdians, and the
sale of spiritnous Hynors Lo theun By opder the miore revdily to effeet tiis, 1
Heensod racd and responzible persons ws traders ineaeh servation, Bivery
thing has been regularly complivd with twier the Loy exeept the rregu-
larity of plucing the individuads i hoediate aperition on the reservations
before tranamitiiny the papers and reparfing the same to the department,
T knew this 2o be the only cuirse hy wiiet bud wtivences upon the Ine
dians could e avolded, end the sale of Hiquors suppressed. The delay of
awaiting an answer from Washirgton would have brought 2mong the Indiana

etty traders and truflickers of ail kinds ta make the mast out of the Indians
while they eould. By plaring an wathovized trader immediately among
them, other traders were prevented from locating upon their reservations
or truding with them. Besides, L eltuin great assistance from them, and
those around them, in enforcing the laws and regulations of the department.
At the dates of the treaticy there were but fow traders or persons of any
kind Jocated on land assigned to the Jndians,  Peace bring restored, many
were rushing upon the lands and veuturing among tis Indians for the pur-

ose of mining and trading with them.  Two menths deluy would huve
Erought fifty 1mes the number of nersohs in eontact with the Indians, and
caused me mueh trouble, had T not directly tuken the course Tdid. By
doing so, | have stceeeded in foreciosing traders, and dlmost entirely alio-
lishing spirituous Jiguors and wines frem the reservation

The applications, bonds and licenzes of such persons as I have placed
upon the several reservations, together with reports, are herewith trans-
mitted. S T L

The amount charged on icenses are as follows: Messrs. Dent, Vantine
& Co., of the reservation between Stanislaus and the Tuolumne rivers, one
trhousand dollars ; George Belty of {he reservation hetween the Tuolumne
and Mercede rivers, nne thousand dollars; and James D, Savage & Co., of
the San Joaquin reservatinn, between the Chow-clille river and the Cow-
eer, or the first of the Four creeks, twelve hundred dollars.

In order to carry out the ohjects of the povernment regarding Indian
territory, | attempted, by arbitration, to extingnish the titles of persons
residing within the reservations. 'T'wo rases were considered, but the
awards, especially in one case, were so extraordinary and exorbitent that I
had no others considered. As it was important to Lave those persons out
of the reservation whose claims were considered, nn account of their keeping
a favern and a trading-house, and were, in my opinion, calculated to do
mischief with the Indians in my absence, T teok possession of the property
under the award, leaving the final disposition of the matter to the depart-
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ment. The papers connected with tl.ese transactions are also herewith
forwardad. -
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
ADAM JOHNSTON,
Indian Sub-agent, Valley of Sen Joagquin.
Hon. Luke Lga,
Commissioner Indian Afuirs.
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