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No. 24.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Office of Indiun Affuirs, June 26, 1866,

Snt: I havoe the honor to acknowledge the reeeipt ot your letter of the 8th ultiwo in rela-
tiun to Indinn reservations in California.  Before proceeding to answer specifienlly the in.
quirics contained in your letter, I thiuk it proper, in order that you may have n correct
understanding of the whole matter, to yive a brief history in refecence to the establishmeut
of reservations for Indinn purposes in that State. The information in possession of thix
office, received from time to time from the superintenJents and egouts in California, is not ny
specific as eonld be desired, being geueral and diffuso in its character, but from it 1 sin able
to give the following: .

Comwencing in 18533, (for it is not thought to he necessary to go back of that date for the
purpose in view,) T find thut en the 13th of April of that year, Edward ¥, Beale, superin.
temdent of Indian atfuirs for Culifornia, was instrueted by Hon, R, MeClelland, then Scere-
tary of the Interior, to procced to carry out the provisious of the act of Cougress approved
March 3, 1853, (Statutes at Lavge, vol. 10, page 234,) which provided for five military
reservations for Indian purposes, not to excewd 25,000 acres eacl, and appropriated $250,000
for the purposo of subsisting and removing tue Indions to such reservations, aml for their
protection. In August, of the same year, Superiniendent Besle reported great diffienlty in
the way on aceount of the conflict with Spunish prants and pre-emplion elaims in loeulities
that were desirble fur reservativn purposes.  Ou the 28th of August, 1854, he reports that
oue reservation hid been establishad at 'Tejon puss, to which about 709 Indinns had been
removed.  Pussing over # period of ‘svme two years, during which time various reporns were
reeeived in reference to Indian affuirs in California, geueral in their character, ou the 4th of
Suptemsber, 1850, Superintendent Heuley, the sneeessor of Superintendent Beale, reports
that four perninuent reservations had been estublished, viz: the Tejon, in the southwestern
purt of the State; the Nume Luckee, in Colusw county ; the Klwmath, on a river of same
nmne in the northern purt of the Stute s the Mendacino, fifty miles south of Capo Mendocine,
on the shores of the Pucitic.  In addition to these he reports several temporary reserves or
farms, upon which smnll mumbers of Indinns have been collected ; rnong these are I'resno
and King's River and Nomecult, (Round Valley.) On the I5th of August, 1357, Superin-
temdent Henley reports five permunent reservations, Freswo River bejng added to the four
abuve mentioued.

In 1253 My, G. Bailey was appoiuted as special agent to investigate tho condition of the
Tmlinn reservations In California i und Commissioner Greenwood, in 1859, referring to the

Creport of Agent, Dniley, speaks of the ©unsatistuctory coudition of things .y Calltoing ' 7707
“Wthatilitie: is-’--iv"—‘f‘,&x'i:i‘itér vamber of reservations thon is necessary, ™uud recotiinends thé "
ghandonment of the present aud the substitution of a difierent plan of operations,

The act of Congress approved June 19, 1260, (Statutes at Large, vol. 12, page 57,)
anthorized the Seeretury of the Interior to divide Culifornin into two districts, aud in ae-
cordunce therewith the State was divided into the nortliern aud southern Judian districts, aud
agents were appointed for each.

Commissioner Dole, in his anvual report for 1361, remarks as follows:  Within the
routhern distrive of the State not o single reservation exists thut is not claimed or owned
Iy the whites, nor is therd vne that is at'all adequate in extent to the wants of the Indiaus.
They appear to be shuply farms a few hundred neres in extent, nbout wid npon which the
Indinns are expected by hnudreds, and in svme instances by thousands, to copgregate, and
from which a small portion of their wunts are supplied.  Withiu the northern diswiet the
reservitions are owned by-guvermuent, but, with the exeeption, perhaps, of thut of ound Val-
ley, they, too, ure insuftieient in size, and, in cousequence of their oceupativn under one pre-
text uud another by whites, are of no more real utility to the Indinus than those of the south-
ern district,"”

Agent Wentworth, for the southern district, reports, July 14, 1861, that Fresno River res-
ervitivn hns been abonloned ; and Agent Hunson, tor the northem district, reports, in July
of the sumo yeur, virtually to the same effeet in referenvo to Nomo Lackee, ' thot there is no
laod enclosed and under cultivation, buildings are neglueted,” &e.; that a portion of the res-
ervation has Leen taken possession of by whites; and cu the $lst of December of the suine
year hie reports the entire loss of Klamatk, as o reservution, by o freshet which carried olf
the soil and covered it with sand.

In 1862 Agent Hanson yeports in favor of a reservation at Bmith river, in the extreme
noithwestern portion of the State; and ou May 3d, of the sume year, by direction of the Hon.
C. B. Suitly then Seevetary of the Iuterior, the Cowmissioner of the Genersd Land Offico
ordered its survey and reservation from sale,

On the 3d of December, J862, Agent Wentworth reported that he had laid off & reserva-
tlon'at Owen’s river ; and on the 24th of July, 1361, he reports thas ‘Tejon reservation huving
been putented by the Unitedl States to late Superintendent Beale and otlier partics, the Ju~
diuns on that reservation had been removed to Tule River farm,
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The et o Congress approved April 8, 1504, (Staluntes at Large, panplilet cepy, fitst sessten
S5t Cengress, pagre 49y) provisdes for a saperintendent of Tudian athirs for Calitornia, for
the setting apart of nut excecling four trmets of lund for hidian reservations, and for the sar-
vey iuto sybdivisions and sale of 1eservitions o be abandoned,  In aceordunes with tle
wovisfons of this aet useleciion us bon made of Hoopn Valley reservation, located on the
Trinity river, nenr it junetion with the Klnmatly, in the uorthert part of the State

My report of the h ultime, returning o you certain papers snbmitted by Hon, J. Bil-
well nud other menthers of Congress from California, to which you are respeetfully veferred,
amd the furegoiug stutement, furnishoa reply to most of the intereogatories coutained in your
etter of the <th ultimo 3 but in ovder to angwer the same more fully, T will consisler vach
reservation that has been referred to, giving, as nenrly na possille, the histury and present
comdition of the same:

fivund caftoy.—This valley was first selected for Indian purposes by Superintendent Tlenley,
in 15906, and by erder of the then Seeretary of the Interior, dated May 3, 1560, the entire vale
ley was supveyed aud reserved for Iudinn parposes. All the reports on file nnd- information
in possession of thic office speadc in the bighest terms of the fertility of this valley, awd its
wlaptabilily Tor the purpnges of an uling reservation,

OF the exnet nuature of the contlictivg claims to any part of this valley it is impossible for
me to state,  Superintendent Malthy, n his report of September 15, 1265, says 1 ** Nearly
halt of this dand is ocenpied by citizens who elaim to have entered upon and made thdir ju.
provements before the survey and Jueation of the land for reservation prposes.™  Dhefinite
infurmation invegard Lo the nuture of thest ¢lnims ean probally he obtained through the
Geswera] Land Oftiee. "The soperintendent speaks very favarably in hbis lnst report in vefor-
enve to e condithm of the Tndians who ave there at preseat,

Smith Rirer reservation,~Dy direction of the Seeretary of thie Intoriar, dated May 3, 1862,
all lunls embimeed within the limiis of this reservation not oceupiced by pre-cmption were
withidriovn from sale for Todinn praposess bt by veports from the snperintandent it nppears
that nmajority of the valnable Tnods are vow ocenpied or elainwad by whiteg, il that the
g:'-'\'t]'l‘mn(:nl Pays & yearly rent of #1045 in coin, ov its equivalent, to partivs for the use of
land, .

Stuperintendent Malthy encloses with his report of April 19, 1856, (herewith, marked A"
an estinmte of the value of bauls necessary to b purehinzed for reservation purposes, wununt.
iz 1o 55,000 Jiz eoin, or its cpnivalent,  OF the nature of the conflicting elaims in this res-
etvidion defivite informntiom enn probably he ebtained through the General Land Offiee, I
Baeves been wutlicially inlimmed thiet some of the honds within the it of the yeservation

e ire Beew ptented thowhile sgitlers sinee the sane were withdmwn from salg by (]irgy;jqn
b the Seeretary of the Tuteridsnned May 3, 1-652, . RO

{hopn valloy.—Thin veservation was seleeted by Superintendent Malihy, in the tall of
1=, and pussession was saken under an avangement with the settlers that their improve.
naeints shoubd be pirchased,. The 260 008 approprinted by the net of Marel 8, 1865, (Stat.
utes at Laaee, Pampllet Laws, socond session 38th Congress, page 554,) to Sm_y fur improves
ments o3 Hhis reseevation, amennting, as per appraisements, to 350,950 55, ns not yot heen
dishursed s b, whether the veservation is abundoed or not, justice will require that the
sethers be pail dor thelr Smprovenents, st govermnent has had possession and use of
thuem for more than & year pust. This reservalion has never been surveyed by the govern-
nent,

Klewmath, ~~This rezervation, deceribed ag follows, viz: o siylpof country eompencing st
the vonst of the Pacific cecan, nnd extendizgg one mile oo widde on each side of the Kiuaih
viver, el nye the same twenty iileg, was approved by fhe President onethie 16th of Novem
her, 108, o3 one of tle fww resersalions for the Indinns i Califinnia, awhorized by noclanse
in the Diddian: appropeiation net of 34 off March, 1855, (Statates at Lurgu, volume 1, puge
R Y “owieh the pravision, huwever, that tpon asaevey of the tract o suflicient quantity he
ent ofl Loy thie wpper end therent to Wwing it within the limit of twenty-five thonsand aeres
nuihoize by law,™  This recervation has never heen surveyed, and in 1561 nearly alt of
the arable land was destyoyed by n freshet, s herein before mentioned, yendering the reser-
vittione warildess,

Mendieino —The seleetion of this reservation was approved by the President of the Uni.
til Rtates May 22, =56, deseribed as follows, viz: ©lying hetween the south hank of the
Noayo river, so s to inetnde that river and o point one wile north of the menll of Hale or
Bee-do-dog ervel, and entending castward from tho const for quantity, snns to include the
vinleys Teyord she fivst ratige of bills to the Coast mountaing, conforming to their shape, und
fo containan nren not exeecding twenty-five thousand aeres of tnad.” This reservation has
never heen sueveyed, nnd owiing tnits expostd position on the eonst and the sterility of the soll,
wliich prevent the rising of crops, its abundonment has been determinesd upon, in teeord-
aice with the recommendution of the superintendent,  The only thing thet makes it at nll
desivalile for a reservation is the facility afforded the Indians for fishing,  Under dute of the
23d instant, e Commissioner of 1he General Land Office encloses to this office o ketter from
the surveyor general of Californing of the 23th of April last, who asks ** whether or not the
lines of this rexervation are to be surveyed and respeeted, should they come within the lines
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of extenasion of onr publie surveys:” and the Commissioner of the General Land Office re-
quests to he infurmed ** whethier the inteests of the Indian departient requive thut the res-
ervation hould be supveyeds if vot, whetlier the snme may revert to the public domain and
be surveyed as publie lands,”

Superipendent Malthy, in his report of {he 23th nliime, (herewith, marked (i) states that
le has lessen] nportion of the reservation to B J. Whipple, tor eigliteen months, from April,
I=tit, > suleet to the approval of the Hun, Commizsioter of Indinn Affairs, and auy action
that may be taken by the Scerctary of the Interior or Congress with reference to the disposal
of the kunds and improverents.”

Nowe Lacker.—This reservation was loeated by Superintendent Ienley aliont the 1st of
September, 1854, and wis fur some time nsed for Indinn purposes, but for three or four years
past has heen abandoned, and the government property therein has been destroyed, A llmr-
tun ar it i3 elaimed by whites, The lunds are reported to e of liir quality, and atferd
pusture for the cattde of the surrounding settlers,

Owen'’s River avd Fresso reservations have long sinee been abandoned, and the claim of
the govermuent to the sime ws Indinn reservatious reliuquished,

Tejon or Sebastinn reservation wus whandoned in 1263, aud the Indians were removed
therelrom to Tole River tarm.

This reservation was surveyed in 1254, by the surveyor yeneral of Culifurnin, and was es-
timuted to contnin 75,000 neres,  On the 25th of November, 1550, the Seeretary of the In-
terior ordered its reluetion to 25,600 neres, in aceordance with the provisions of the zet of 3d
of March, 1205, Since that time the majority of this resersation s originnlly surveyed has
e patented by the Cnited States to dierent parties claiming under Spanish grants, leay-
i wsoud! portion of the original nrea, irregnlar in shape, in regard to which this office dves
not possess suflicient information to cormeetly deseribe it,

Tule lliver~This is o farmof 12U neres, rented o Mr. Thomas T Madden, of San Fran-
eiseo, nt i cost of $1000 per anunn,

After aenreful examination of the snljeet, and from all the information T ean ohtain, I am
of the epinivu that if pusscszivie of the enthie limits of Round valley is obtained for Inliun
parposes, it will be suflicient in extent and resonrees to seconmudate all the Tudinns the gov-
ernment will ever b ablo to colleet npon a reservition in northern Cnliforning nnd (hnt b the
event of obtnjuing sueh possessien all other reservations in the northern pmt of the State
shunll be abandoned and the Indiaus conventrated at Round valley,

I have veerived a communication from Hou. William Window, (-?mirnm-.-. of the Connnitteo
ou Indinn Affairs of the Heuse of Ropresentdives, daded the 10t nltimo, (herewith, marked
F.) mansmitting a copy of 0 Lill introdneed into suid Touse by Ten. J. Bidwell, the pro-
visiuns of which, if passed, wonld seeyre this.olyeet, . This bill provides for obluining pose
sesion of the whole 5 Roumd ¥alley § for fixiug its limits 3 for the purchase of impravements
of settlers 5 for the abaudonment of vther reservations in northern Culifornia g fur the removal
of the Indiuns therein to Romiud valley, and approprintes $100,000 to ennble the Seeretary of
the Diterior to ery its provisious inlo ¢ffect.

Kitee the feregoiug was written « report has been reccived from Superintendent Malthy,
duted the 17th of April Inst, (herewith, murked E, ) in reference to Klamath and Smith River
rezervations,  He corroborates the statewents T have made in regard to the former, and re
peats his reconnuendations in faver of the purchase of Tamds aud the permanent Jocation of
the katter veservation, urging the peenlinr fentures which make it desirable for Indian pur-
Joses. It will be noticed i this report that the superintendent gpenks ineidentnlly of Rouud
valley ns being [ree from some of the objections urged ugnizst Bmith river,

The habits o' the Iindians shonld be considered in connexion with the proposition ta aban-
don ollier reservativns wd concentrute the Indians at Round valley, those upon the coast be-
ing neenstomed to depend principully upon fishing for subisistence. This, however, has not
been eonsidered a fatal edjection with reference 1o the Indinns now remaining at Meudocino
und Klamath, whom it is proposed to remove to Reund valley.

TLe tewporary expense attendunt upon removing the Indians at Smitht river to Round
valley, it this step were determined wpou, wonld be small in compurisim with that which
woull nltimately bo incurred it two sepamie restrvations were to be muintuined.

In the somhiern purt of the State the Indians whem it will be necessary for the government
to provide fur, exeept the Mission Indinug, who were mde the subject of communieations
from this oftice of the 24th of Apri! Inst and the 15th ultime, ean bo aceonmodaled and sus-
tained ou a veservation which eould be established by the purchase of Mr. Madden's farm,
(Cule river,) and the reservtion of the ndjucent public lnds, as reeamsended in the come
Inunicationy of Superintendent Muthy of December G, 1863, April 16 awmd April 20, 1564,
(herewith enclosed, nrked B, ¢, uu(f D) .

Slenddd you approve of the estalilislunent of such a reservation, I wonld respectfully sug-
gost the propriety of immediately withdrawing from sale sncl of the publie lands as will
probably he required, to prevent the encroachment of white sattlers, which experience shuwy
would Lie the inevitable result, if the proposition o estallish such reservation ghould become

own in that locality.

In the abseneo of aiy additional legislation pea the suljeet, it is submitted whether the
act of Cougress appreved April & 186, (Pumplilet Lave, 1st session 32 Congress, pago 39,)
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does not confer upon the departinent sufficient autbority to carry into effect the propositions
alvunced should the same be decmed advisable,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
D.N.COOLEY, Commissioncr.
Hon, JAMES HARLAY, .
Sscretary of the Interior,
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