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- cgtohihg and killing - g&me, and in boflding lodges; lesy,

. “Indiins genemll abiting the conntry east of| the Rocky!
. 'Mountalns. r‘lnsﬁend of being brave and expert in the use.

olimate. “Thelr lodges are but holes in the earth, or ofevices,
in the rocks ; and their existence s the most miserable that

",‘, "E’Bo ihmm lu Dulllornlq. S

Joni of $he virlobs Indlan tribes in onr State is
nter i$0" boththe statesman and the philan-
p!g‘- 30061‘\&!1& to W,!Oport of‘Dol. Henley, made to

,l.i',ltJVashlngton, there are about 61,000 ofr

sopls: withi' dnr, Mtiits, sunk lower In the scale ofe
htmmnﬂy parhapc than the same number of human beingn
:anmhere élao o, otir dofitiniént. The Digger tribes of Oali-]

fornia, we: wmo.‘ have always been ranked lowest amongﬁ

. the aborlggpes ‘They. ate less warlike, lesa ingenfons in}

cldan;y in thélr pbits, and exhibit less intellect than the'|

‘of weapons, and-cunniiig'in trapping game, they are timid
and idlotlo eeding on roots, snakes and insects, and on the
grasea of #Ne fields, like beasts. They have no sking to; |

clothe themseh%s but remaiu naked even in ouf chill)

‘can belmag!nod, being a constant strunggle against cold
aud starvation. :

The governmont, soon after the acquisition of Cal
‘ifornia, set on foot various endeavors to ameliorate
their condition. Many of these tribes have been gath-

“ered together in varlous parts of the State, upon what
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are calea * WVQme!" noservauons, ana taere ne |

“The Indians ingmw%‘rm&&mllm JMhSM&qcniﬁvatet‘he Bon !%l )
and thus to supply themselves with food—for as the
land in our State is taken up by the whites, und the |
forosats aestroy , even tht_a_‘ sources of subsistence for-
merly enjoyed Dy the Indians, are cut off. Thefr roots
and ecorns are now more scarce than ever.

As a general thing, the Diggers have beem found

_ tractable, and easily managed. They learn very read-

ity to cultivate grain; and with simple implements of

husbandry are very expert. Speaking of one tribé; (the

Nome Lackees,) the Superintendent, in referring to the |
harvesting of the last year’s crop, says: .

'+ Nothing In the pursuits of industry could have been
more satisfactory or interesting. The harvest was cng
entirely with small German reaping-hooks, used by the

. Indians with extraordinary dexterity. Abouttwo hun-
dréd men, furnished with these sickler ¢ht the wheat

dd thréw it into bunches, followed by a suficient num-

_ber|of tz;;ont_mn and boys to bind it into'sheaves and ci)ut;
g stacks ro for threshing. In this way, and a¢

‘thejr leisure, in about ten days, taking it as it ripened,

' the|entire harvesting was completed, all the labor hav.
ingibeen performed by the Indians, only three or fouy

.- white men being engaged a8 overseers. It was esti-
mated by the white men in charge of the work that one
hundred gf these Indians could be selected who wonld

- cutiand take care of as much grain as any fifty. white
me? not regularly accustomed to this description of la-

. bor. Considering the fact that these Indians eighteen
months ago were entirely wild and totally ignorant of
everything conpected with industrial habits, the labor
they have perforined, and the skill and dexterity they
have exhibited, arealone a sufficient answer to the ques-
ton so often asked, “ Can Indians be made to perform
labor sufficlent to provide for their support?”’

ides their agricultural productions, the Government
expends, yearly, a larga sum of money for the purchase of
food for these Indisns, and in paying officers to superin-
. tend them. It will take time to redeem them froaf their |
old habits of indolence and improvidenee, but, in the course
 of y they will, donbtless, under the protection of our
_Goverrfmeqt, be greatly raised in' the scale of humanity.
There are now established in the Btate seven Government
Reservations, upon which Indians are settied, as follows .
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At K_l'math .............................. S0 Ve s ane s e 2,500
At Nome Laoke ......ovcuvieeiiianinins Ceniaeniieea, 2000 |
At Mendocino.. .....oovviiiinirine e, e iiereane s 500

At Tramn : L P ¢ (414 20f4



“The Indians in Caltfsnia*San Francisco Evening Bultetin June 29, 1857, p. 2, cot. 1.

food for these Indians, and in paylog officers to saperin-
tend them. It will take time to redeem them from their
old habits of indolence and improvidenee, bat, in the course
. of ye(ru\they will, doabtless, under the protectionof our
Goverqment beAgreatly raised in' the scale of humanity.
Thera are now established In the Btate ssven Government
Reseérvations, npon which Indians are settled, as follows:

Atm‘m&th ....... QRO 0 par E I B at0s gt e S ear st 2500
AL NOMSE LAOKE ....covviiiienn it irieieriorsinanaa 2'000
At MenAoCIIO. . oi v et et it e, 600
ALPredlo . ...ooviivirniiniiini i iiinani. A oo DOO
S L S 700
At N Ome Cult Valiey (attached to Nome Lacke)...... 3,000
At King’s river (attached to Fresno).................. * 400

TOt&l e eieean R R NI R R R N R R RS N B 3 B} te oy 146000 lo,m

Beaides these, there are in the State many other Indians
not connected with the Reservations, whose number the
Baperintendent cannot correctly ascertain. From the best
mources of information he, however, reaches the following

_ estimates :

In 8an Diego and 8an Berpardino oounties, ... .. 8
. In Los Ang eluhsanta Barbara, San Luis Obiapo,

Monterey, Santa Clara and Banta Cruz oounties... 2,000

. In Tulare and Mariposs oounties.................... 2,500
. In Tuolumne, Ctlaveras, San J oaquin, Aluneds and

Contra Costa oounties ................. tagoe e 4,100

In 8soramento, K] Dorado and Placer counti:s. ... . 3,600

1n batter, anu, Nenda and Sierta counties........ 3 500

In Batte, Bhasta and 8iskiyon dountles.............. 5510

In Fllmatb Humboldt and Trinity countles...,,... 6,500
Mendoolno, Colusi, Yolo, Napa, Bonoma and

", Marin counties. . . 15,000

Thus making, thh the t.en thonsand on the Reeervations,

‘the ‘total number oX Indians within the Superintendency,
.abont 61,000.

" Bome peaple have seriously doubted the expediency of
collecting the Indians upon the Reservations; and others
have recommended that the children be distributed among
the white fumilies of the Btate, to be reared as serva
In sach a condition they would doubtless receive hore
physica] comlorts than they can ever expect on the Réserv
ations—while their opportunities for mental instmctdon

' woild be also greater. Bat there are objections to the plan
which present themselves to our mind that far outweigh
any advantages that could accrue.

——
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