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Camp Noreis, SacraAMENTO VALLEY,
Ju[/ 1" 1H51

in,_., s to continue our ntgotmtmz.s w.th the Imlm.m, and assume our dutw
ag agcnts, has been duly received, as also one of a subsequent date, request-
ing the joint board to accompany the troops that may go o:! against the
Indians.

Since my communication of the Z6th May, I kave spent my hme in
atteinpling o conciliate anil pacify the Indians in «“El Tioralo county.

The State having sent out troons against the Indaes, and .:fter biaving
several engugements, they finally ]e‘"l them in the sume nosition they fouad
them. Convinced of thv-h‘ﬁcul!\ if not impostability of dislodging or sub-
dmm: them, they then went inio a ranchern oconped Ly those who hes!
beer Lammu to D friendiv in the w nm-c, anrd eaptuced several as priseners,
Soaz: after the troops were dishanded, and the war declared happily ter-
minated,

1 have been inforined that on former occasions those Tndians who hal
been at peace with the whites have been r‘ruel's perszeuted by those who
either killed or abused theiz wen, without assigning any cause ‘therefor, all
of whih QAS‘ been very unfortnnate, making it diFunit for e to have an
interview With, or conciliat: them when Iam favored with a talk: they
have but little cenfidence in my promises, when they witnessed 50 12 .lx.\
acts nroving the reverse of my statements that the white man is the true
friend of the Indian.

1 Lave, however, made prvhmmn" arrangetaents by which T expect to
consummate a treaty with them. This will ch tirae, as it can only be
done a’ter inspiring thein with confidence,

In arder to effect this I have licensed traders who have sufficient infiu-
ence with them to conduct their trade and disseminate the friendly talk
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I have sent men among them who speak their language and are influential,
znd placed beef cattle under the care of the traders, in order to supply
their pressing necessities for food, and to induce them to come down from
cut of their mountain fastnesses, all of which it is to be hoped wil! have
the desired effect of causing them to come in and conclude a treaty. I
speak of this asRhe only true policy ; further experience only confinas pre~
vious statements, that the Indians are numerous and formidable, and it is
dithcult, if not nnpossible, to subdue them by waging war; it is possible
to make terms with thern by exercising a proper and humane policy, meking
thern not only useful to themselves, but to the white community at large.

In order to accomplish this there should be an efficient government force
stationed at convenient points, so as to protect both parties, and zid in
enforcing the laws. In relation to the latter, I have caused to be pub-
jiished a communication relating thereto, as it is one fruitful of evil, and
should be suppressed if we desire an influence over the Indians. Without
the laws end regulations of the departinent are enforced here, no attempt
at conciliation can succeed. '

The sectian of country in which I am now laboring, and in which so
nany obstacles have prescnted _tl:vmselves in attempting to conswmmite a
treaty, is that in which the discovery of gold was first made, in or near
the south fork of the American river, extending to the Yuba on the north,
the Sierra Nevada on the cast, and the Mocalumne river on the south,
emuracing an zrea of country of say ninety miles square, within which
tkere are, o far as can he ascertained, about forty thousand Indiarns; ane-
topith o one-third that number are disposed.toshefriendly, and*have inore
or Jess intercourse with the whites, and express great satisfaction after
heing told that it is the intention of the government o set apart lan:ds for
their use, and assist and teach themn to live like the whites.

Mr. <« Norriss,”? anl others who have been living here for many v-ars,
znd who have had intiinate commnunication with thein, say that there have
been at least eighty thousand Indians within a few years nast within the
above limits, and think that my estimate is too low. They have dimin-
shed very rapidly of late, the mortality having been great among them ;
the Indians themselves atiribute it to the fact ofg putting on the elothing of
the white man,. and | have no doubt but this is one cause, as they are much
more healthy in their nude condition.

The cholera has carried off a great many, as well as other diseases
which have prevailed among them: and they are disappearing jrom the
whites by going up into the wilds o’ the mountains, '

As previously stated, they have le_-arnml‘tn (hs:trust 1he.w.hlm man ; and
it would appear that the difficulty of treating with them is in due ratio to
the comparative length of time that the whites have been among them,

The friendly relations which so happily existed at first have been broken,
and the Indians are on the move east, going up into the mountains where
they can carry on a war of retaliation, making it unsafe for the whites to
o out with a view of farther expioration ; and, as. b'efore stated, it will be
difficult to dislodge or subdue them; but by having the laws enforced
against all aggressors, and making provisions for them, they can be brought
in at « trifling cost in comparison to the expenses of a war.

I have had couriers sent out in different directions, requesting the head.
men of the different tribes to meet me at this place, with some of whom I
have had an interview, agreeing with them to meet at a point nuar the
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Yuba river, in the mountains, where I feel sanguine ol collecting seme

thousands, and concluding a treaty ; from thence will proceed on as rapidly

as possible, visiting, conciliating and treating with them. As the disaffec-

tions and difficulties are increasing daily, 1t is all-important that this be
done soon; yet, owing to the many difficulties presented from various
causes and quarters, the want of funds leading to a want ofjconfidence on
the part of the Indians in the fulfiliment of stipulations and making them ' -
presents, and owing to the success of those Indians who are in open hostil-
ity with the whites, and the distrust of those disposed to be friendly, it ix
difficult to assemble them ; the first will defy e, and the latter deny my
authority by keeping out of the way. Anotger difficulty Lere is owing to
the peculiar organization, or, more properly speaking, the want of organ-
ization among these Indians, having no influential chiefs who can control
them. They are in small bands, consequently difficuit to get them to act
in concert even in one band, and much more so with ditferent tribes, as
they are generally at war with one another ; consequently very distrustful
when it is attempted to bring them together. And I have reason to believe,
nay, 1 am satisfied there arc some white persons who, through selfish mno-
tives, dissuade thess from. coming in to meet me. Owing, as above stated,

to all these difficulties, my progress has been slow ; but be assured that it

is to be attributed to the foregoing causes, aid not for the want of untiring

exertion on 1y part, as I have the work at heart, and will leave nothing
undone which may be within the compass of my ability ; and am yet con-
fident in the belief that the most sanguine hopes may and will be realized

in pacifying the Indians, and aweliorating the unforfunate state of aflairs.
il existing betweeh them and the whites, - o A s - R e s

By the st proximo | will make up the quarterly returns; it will then
have beeu three months from the time of our separation as a joint board,
and thereafter monthly statements if it is possible to do so.

The commander of the Pacific departinent has very kindly ordered out
twenty-five inounted wen, under command of Captan Stoneinan, to act ax
escort, aflording me ample protection when required, and at the same time
they arve enabled to move with celerity in comparison with larger trains.

Additional force, however, l‘as been placed under orders, Lo be used should
it be deemed expedient.

Respectfully, your abedient servant,
0. M. WOZENCRAFT,
United States Indian vlgent.
Hon. Luke Lea,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

—

To Lle people iving and traling wnong the Indians in the State of Culi-
' Sornta. '

From information received, as well as from personal observation while
travelling ainong the Indians, and in conformity with the requests made me
by the inhabitants, more particularly the miners, in sections of country
occupicd by Indians, it is deemed cxpedient to publish a communication,
advisory of the proper policy to be pursued towards the Indians, and the
lavs in relation thereto, that none may. hereafter plead ignorance of the
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existence of said laws, and to inform them that those laws will be enforeed,
in all and every instance, on those who may hecome amenable to them.

It would appear that most of the difficulties that unfortunately have
occurred between the white and red men bave been owing to an improper
and short-tighted policy, or rather a want of true policy, with these chil.lren
of the forest. Since the discovery of gold in this region, the secticn of
country that was, and i3 necessanly the homes of the Indians, has licen
found rich in the precious metal, and consequently filled with a population
Joreign to them; and this has been done, m most instances, without at-
tempting to conciliate them or appease them in their grief and anger at
_the loss of their homes,

I am sorry to say that, in many instances, they have been treated in a
manner, were it recorded, would blot the darkest page of history that has
yet been penned. Had they even been foreiga conviets, possessing ag
they do, a full knowledge of the evils of crime and the penalties thercfor,
and received the punishment that had heen dealt out to these poor, ignorant
creatures, this enlightened community would have raised a remonstrative
voice that would have rebuked the aggressor, anl eaused him to go Leyond
the pale of civilized man. '

Indizns have heen shot down withont evidence of their having comnitted
an offence, and without even any explanution to them of the natwre of our
laws. They have been killed for practising that which they, like the Spar-
tans, deemed a virtue; they have heen rudely driven fogm their homes,
and expatriated from their sacred grounds, where the ashes of their parents,
ancestors, and beloved chicfs repose.  The veverential and sypersiiziouns ... .

- feelingof the ‘Indiang Tor the dead, and the ground where they are d. posi-
ted, i3 more powerful than that of any other people. :

This is not only inhuman and unlawful, but it is bud poliey. Tle In-
dians of the Pacific are not unlike this great occan in that respect; lhey
are pacific and very tractable; and, by adopting a policy towards them
dictated by feclings of merey, making due allowance for their ignorance of
our habits and institutions, and bearing in mind that their habits and cus-
toms are very different from ours, treating them kindly, and with a firm
perseverance teaching them the requirements of our laws, permitting them
to remain among us, teaching them industrions habits, yon will make ueeful
members of the community, instend of the most dangerous and implacable
enemics.

In addition to the foregoing direct, atrocious outrages, so frequently per-
petrated on the Indians by those claiming to be c¢ivlized men, theve are
those who indirectly cause as mnch mischief, endangering the lives of the
families in the coonmunity, and finally destroying the Indians as surcly, if
not as speedily, as the first. :

They are those who, for present gain, stecl their conseiences againsi the
futare consequences, kuowing them fraught with frightful evil; selling these
sanguinary beings intoxicating liquors, contrary to law, and in oppusition
to the dictates of their better judgments, and likewise seliing them armg’
and ammnaunition; thus inciting them to acts of violgnce by intoxication, and
then placing in their hands those ingtruments with which they may, and
do seek vengeance alike on the innocent and culpable.

I am happy to learn that there are but few who now prosccute this dan-
gerous and unlawful trafic, and those few arc supposed to be foreigners;
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and the law-ubiding citizens frcely proffer tleir aid in bringing them to
Justice. : _

As stated ahove, T will herewith publish the laws in relation to tiis traffic,
that iznorance muy not be plead in extenuation.

An act to regulate trade end intercourse with Indian trifes, and to pre-
serve pedcey Joe.

Sec. 13, LAud be it further enacted, That if any citizen, or other person,
residing in the United States or the territory thereof, shall sewd any talk,
speech, messnze ov letter to any Indian nation, tribe, chief or individual,
with an intent to produce a contravention or infraction of any treaty ox
other law of the Uriteld Stutes, or to disturb the peace and transuillity of

~the United States, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of two thousand dollars,

See. 20, And be i further enacted, That if any person shall sell, ex-
change, or give, barter or dispose of any spirituous liquor or,wire to an
Indian, in the Indian country, such person shall forfeit and pay the sum of
five hundred dollars : and if any person shall introduce, or attempt to intro-
duce uny spirituous liquor or wine into the Tndian conntry, except such
supplivs as shall be necessary for the officers of the United States andl
troops of the same, under the divection of the War Department, such per-
gon shall forfeit and pay o sum not excceding three hundred dollars: und
if any superintendent of Indian affairs, Indin agent, sub-agent, or com-
mazing office:®of a military post, las reason to suspect, orisinformed that
any person o tndinn is abouy, to.dnteaduce, or bas introduced wny spiritus«

0% T

ous liuuor or wine into the Indian ¢ountry, in violation of the provisions of
this section, it shall he lawful for sueh superintendent, Indian agent, or
sub-agent, or military officer, agrecably tosuch regulations asmay he esta,-
lished by the President of the Tunited States, to cause the boats, stores,
packages, or places of deposit of such persons to be searched; and if any
guch spirituous liquor or wine is found, the goods, boats, packages, and
peltries of such person shall he seized and delivered to the proper officer,
and shall be proceeded against hy libel in the proper court. and forfeited,
onc-half to the use of the informer, and the other half to the use of the
Urited Statess and 3f such persoun is a trader, his license shall be revoked
and kis bond pnt in suit.  And it shall moreover he lawful for any person
in the service of the United States, or for any Indian, to take and destroy
any ardent spirits or wine found in the Indian country, except military sup-
plies, us mentioned in this scction; and, by a subsequent act of Congress,
imprizonntent for a terin of two years is also imposed upon all offenders,
It i3 also provided that, in all prosccutions for the offences mentioned in
the first of the foregoing tieads, ¢ Indians ¢hall be competent witnesses.”
In relation to the proper policy to he pursued towards those Indiang who
are provided with fire-arms, I woulil suggest that they be disarmed, but
not in the manner advocated by some, who would cither shoot them, or
violently wrest their arms from them. It would be well to consider, ficst,
that they bought those arms from the white man, and we would wish to
teach them that the acts of the white man are good; and we would wish
to teach them to imitate them; and it is not correct for them to infer, that
because one or more white men act hadly, the balance are necessarily so.
;. The proper policy would be to require of those Indians who may be
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found with arms in their hands, to inform on those from whom they wero
purchased, taking him or them before the culpable trader, demanding « re-
turn of the amount paid by the Indian, and making him feel the conse-
_quences of his derelictions.
0. M. WOZENCRAFT,
CTnited States Indian Agent.
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