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. CorroN Woop, Shasta' County,
June 28th, 1861. }
0..M. WozENCRAFT, '
U. 5. Indian Commissioner.

My Dear Sir:—To-day brought me in receipt
of your esteemed favor, dated Benicia the Tth
ultimo, and I am bLighly gratifiel to learn of
your intention to visit this part of the State. I
am convinced from some late facts, that your
prescnce is much required in this-district.—-

| Within the past week our . troubles and misun-
| derstandidgs with Indians, have been augment-

ed to such a degrec as'to keep up a'fearful ex-
citement. The Indians in the ucmltv of Pitt
Fork, are more daring in their deprcdntwns
than ever before. Several whites hav{e been
killed and many badly wounded; and a great
deal of property in the shape of stock stvlen by

{them. The vicinily of ‘the Springs JoriShustm

City, suffer more par t1culnrly than any part of
this distriot.

A few days since a volunteer party oi‘ about
tlurty .men, proceeded against some Indiuns on
the eastern side of the Sacramento r iver, to
"avenge the murder of a man which jva8:perpe-
|txl,ated on Churn'Créek: They were out three
lldq.ye, and killed some fourteen or ﬁfteen Ihdians.
g 'Fx om many facts which this comm mby have
’before them, it places heyond a doubt thg\.t ma-
ny of our Indian troubles nrise in'the firgt place
lﬁ}r:x aggrcss;ons made by the nhxté man ; this

jhowever, has ever been the case from our ear-
‘liest intcredirse with the Indian tx-xl&es,——hence
“the. great mnecessity of your mﬂuencc I fecl
lconﬁdent that no part of the State requires
mote prompt action than e do here, and I will
be‘jnost happy to give you all the assistance in
my«power to bripng about a better state of affairs,
At brcsent I am busily engaged in harvesting
my crop, which is unusually large, and I have
employed a great niany friendly Indinns, who
live in the ncmlt.y of my ranch. I think that
in cshmat,mg the number at five hundred, that
I am.not over the mark, including women and
cluldren—and when you visit me, I will be able

to chll in & great many more. I have already
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LA COUBAUUE Wy ey ab hve  bulidred, that
I am not over the mark, including women and
«cluldren—-and when you visit me, I will be able
'to call in & great many more. I have already
advised them of your intention.

Up to his time I have heard npthmg of the
troops to which you refer. In going among the
Pitt River Indians, I would recommend a strong
cscort.

In about two weeks I intend qomg below to
Saeramento and San Francisco, mt if T could
learn that yon should visit here. soon, would
make the t;me longer,

'+ Very truly, yours,

1 ~ P. B. READING.
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