"Justice and Indians." Sacramento Daily Union, July 14, 1859: p. 2, col. 5.

Scanned by KJD - 2009

JusTICR AND INniang.—The North Califor- |

nian publishes the following article ;

A lew days ago a young man in Klamath
county offered violence to a young-squaw. An
Indian attempted to interfere. The young man
shot him dead. The gallant yopth was after-
ward arrested, but, as we understand, no evi.
dence can be brought against him but that of
the squaw, which the law declares inadmis-
gible, here the matter may rest for u while.
A week or two elupses, and an innocent man
drops in the trail, shot from an Indian ambus-
cade; the cilizens are indignant, and parties
acourshe country, breathing vengeance on the
murdercrs—forgatting that the retribution
deunied by tho white men is thus sought by a
savage retaliation, at once blind, certain, and
unaparing. ‘

Klamath, through her Grand Jury, has found
that her citizens have been murdered by
savages, and asks the protection of a military
force. Mapy of such murders are unprovoked,
but if any occur under the above suppositious
circumatance, the matter becomea grave and
gerfous,

Of courge we never do wrong. Bat jusat let
ua suppose that some of our Indian disturbanges
may have originated thus. Just let us imagine
that a Digger has the same nice principles of
honor that a member of Congress has, ora
jury declures that he should possess. Let us
coneider that they have the right to defend the
chastity of wife or daughter; that they miny
demand ‘ an eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth,” or even life for life. Why, then, in the
name of justice, teach them that civilization
carries with ¢ something stronger than simple
Just and might.
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