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OFeres SUPRIBNTENBING AGENT Soterniny Disiner,
N Iraneisca, Califiornie, July 14, I8G],

IQ”).
the 17th of Apdl, ultimo, informing me of my appeintment ax snperintending
agent Tor e Tndinns of the =onthern distrier ol this State,

I conformity to the instenetions contained !h(l(m, 1 exeented my ¢ oflicind
bod™ fn the sitm of €50,000, whicl was placed in the hands of Agnstus 1.
Rightiire, w(( o my predecessor inoflice, and by him transiitted (o e depart-
ment on the 23 of M ay, ultimo, hy pony express.

[Taving earricd out my instreetions as fae ns they appertain fo this eity, on
e 5t wltine © started, in comprny with Mr, Bightwive, on a0 visit 1o he
different reservations embraced within this district, for the purpoze of instigaling

[ have the honor to-ackinwlulye the vedeipt off yone communieation of
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a thorongh examination into their affairg, with a view of reporting their condition
and wants at as early a peviod as practicable, )

I now have the lonor to report the following as the substanee of my inves-
tigations:

The Fresno reservation having been abandoned, and the government property
rensining thereon removed o King's River farm, it was the tirst place demanding
my attention.  The thrm s gituated on the right bank of King’s river, about
ten mileg distant from the foot-hills of the Sierra Nevadag, 1t contains threee
Inndred and fifty acres of arable land; is substantially foneed, and otherwise
improved by a gystem of irvigarion.  As iy well known at the department, from
the reports of my several pradicessors in office, this farm i< cluimed as the
private property of Messre. Willion and Bdward Casaphell, citizens of 1ulare
county, with whom arrangements have heen made feomn time <o time, by the
difterent Indinn superintendents, for its oceupation by the govemment,

I ovder to secure the intevestz of the Indinn serviee in this region, and in the
abzenee of any altermative for the protection and subsistence of the Indinng
residing thereon, Mr. Rightive was compelled to make arrangements with the
Meaars, Gamphella for its continued ocenpation,  Sitwated as these mizerable
peaple are, in the centre of au advancing white population, who are inimieal to
thew, and opposet to their vemaiuing in their midst, and evinee a deadly hostility
to their roving propensitivs, neceszity demands some rtep to be taken ealenlated
tn provide them with an abode secure from the intrusion of settlers, and where
they themselves can be restrained from committing depredations wpon their
neighbors’ property by the vigilant eye of the government,

While I am aware of the neeessities demanding the course pursued by my
predecessor, Lam fully convineed that it is but a temporary alleviation of thetr
wants, and that their future protection and welfare rest upon the adoption of a
policy tending to remove them from theiv present abodes to homes prepared for
them by government beyond the influences of white men.

The King’s River furm possesses many of the advantages requisite for an
Inclian veservation, It does not present that izolation from the white suitement
0 absolutely necessary to the comjilete sueeess of the system propesetl hy the
government; nor i the extent oft eountry occupied hy it sufficient to meet the
hihits and wants of a people whase education sn rends to migratory existenee,
Apart from the daily necessitiog of the Indiam in the way of food, he reguires
gpace that he may indulee in those wandering propensitios of which he is the
patural heire Clonfinemment within the space of two or three hundred acres is to

Chim but ag the yand of o prison, in which he goon sickens and dies, King's.
River faru, then, only offers in g extent suflicient Jund to eultivate what he
abzolutely requires for subsistence, The absence of other ndvantages induces
me to seek ont o home for them where theie ynge ean be extended, Wil this

“view my attention was turned to the Indian famn situated on Fulé river, sixty
miles further =outh, and one Tmmdred and ten wiles drom the Tejon reservation,
I'his frm i oented up the Tald River hottom, and eontains a fow aeres of wouil
oy whiel has been ealtivated by Tudian lehor under ciremustinces siuilar to
King’s River fiem, Tt is elaimed as the private property of Thomas Madden,
ey of this citye  Tts innnediate vieinity to the foot-ills of’ the Sierra Nevada
renders it adesirable residence for the Dndinns, besides poxzesing most off the
advantages presented T the King’s River farm Inconsideration o the fhet
that this place ean be ohtadned from Me Madden ar o vate far helow the price
demanded by the owneres of the King's River i, T propose, through the ap-
probation of the deprretinent, to sceure it for the temporary use of the Tudian
serviee, nud to remove az nany of the Indinng as possible from the King's River
farm und s vieinity to it The Iater place will *hen he abandoned, and the
Indinn zerviee in this diswiet be released from one source of expease. Apart
from the advantage immediate to the departent, thiv etep presents it as the
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first towards the adoption of a policy which I am convinced will eventually be
forewd upon “the government—the coneentration of the numerous bunds of
Indinus now seattered  throughout this distriet npon one or more permanent
reserves, The namml conese of the Tudian emigration, ag it i3 gradually
erowdind et hy eivilization and settlement, is southward, When onee eollected
upon Tuld 1ver farm, the "Pejon next offers the indueements of 0 home to them,
where, with proper management, they ean be permanently maintained and pro-

teeted by the wovermuent,

I know of wo other tet of eountry within this distriet proposing the advan-
tages for the purposes so mueh desived as the Tejon reservation. 1t is situated
mmmedintely within the junction of the Sieren Nevada and the Coast range of
momntains which howud it on three =ides, while it front i protected from” set-
tlement by wcopen arid plain known as the Kern River desert, The quantity
of Tl enelosed within the grant upon which it is situated exceeds twenty-five
thousimd aeres, apart from the extended monntnin range it presents to the
Ludian. A large portion of this land ix suseeptible of o high state of eultivation,
awl the whole presents one of the finest rnges tor stock of all kinds to be
tfonad within the Timits of this State. - Under o judicious gystom Tam confident
this wliter ean he male selfwsustaining, and that all the Indians in this digtrict
north of it can be eoncentrated upon it, and supported with little expense to the
governuent after the first year's suficient appropriation to extablish it. I am
sorty to veport that at present it presents all the evidence of deeny and mis.
management.  Nothing of any hmportanee in the eultivation of the laud hag
buen done thiz season, The Indiang ave Ieft dependent upon their own cfiorts
for subsistenee, which is aained inoa few instances by the cultivation of small

patelns of ground on their own aceount,

Gwler these eiremmstanees it i impoxsille to correctly estimate the nnmber
of Twlians helonging to this reservation by the number prescut, ns many are,
no doubt, driven to the mountaing in scaveh of those necessities denied them
on the reserve. "Flie snme obtaing with the mimber of Indians whe are ranked

w8 belonging to the King®s River and “L'ulé River taems,

Thesmount of public property remainivg uponthe several farmg, as exhibited
in my returns, i3 small, and s omueh worn, A very eonsiderable uppropriation
will e requived to replace then or the necessary operations the coming seaxon,

By veterenee to the reports of Tlon. J. Y. MeDuflie, late superintendent of
Iucliam sutnirs, and supevintending agent, it will be =een lat the greater portion
of thie sppropriation for the fiseal year ending 30th June, 1860, was oxpended
on the northern portion of his =uperintendeney, its neeessitivs demmding his
greater attention in consequence of the wapid occupation of the country adjueent
to the worthern reservations by white =ettlers,  Again e his eflorls to advance
the intereste of” the =outhern reserves et with many obstacles and hindrmees,
the petienlrs of whiclh have often heen reported to the department by special
agents whose duty it was made to inguire into thele comdition, Tlenee the
sl amonnt of property remnining on hinud ot present is mostly the refuze of
wlnt, was sapplivd by Colanel 71 L Tenley, fate superintendent, or his prede-
coxsory I Beadoy esip, the bhest of which being the remainder of what was gup-
plicd by the Intter gontleman,  Nothing of substantind impertanee has been
purehased of Jate yeurse i considerting of these thetsy, It appears to me that
the “Lejan reservations, v partienbuy i= entitled to @ new outfit of animals and
agvieultueal implements, with whicl, I am contident, o satistactory retum cean
B nwde inthe future operation of the reservation. Thix outfit, to he complete,

will entail an expendituee of from $1,500 10 2,000,

L particulnly anxions to enll your attention to the necessity of revising
fhe Iiw now existing regulating the emplayment and payment of employ éa
Lhe mnmber of hands required on n large reservation, like all extended fiuming
enterprizes of - private elwencter, depeads greatly upon the season and circumn-

Iix. Does l——48
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stancer~the first in a great measure regulating the demand. During the sea-
gon of planting and harvesting a lager number of assiztant< are yequired than
during the remninder of the year, when the dizeipline and contral of the Dudinn ia
only retuired to he attended to, when the four employés pravided by the present
law are aunply suflicient,

With a suficient foree of white men to supervize amd diveet the fiming
operations of the reacrvation during the huey seazons of planting and harvesting
a greater number of Indians can be kept at work and smounteol grosnd plowghied
and planted, at the expiration of which sensons the extrr white Jabovers can he
dischirged,  In this manner the extended Tunds the Tejon reseeve offors for
agricultural purposes ean he availed ofy nud suflicient produeed to relieve the
govermuprent from the necessity of purchasing articles of sulsistence for the
Indinns,

The present Taw also provides that a snm “nnt execeding $50 per month
should be paid ewmployés" Apart from the fact that thisx som heing loss {han
the cwrrent rates of Inhar ju this State for favmers, the considerion of the
igolated situntion of the sonthem reserves, rendering the transportation of pro-
visions on their own private aceount very expensive, (tor they arve campelled to
snbsigh 1hemselves, the is<uing of rations having heen probibited Dy the depart-
ment,) renders the proenring of soitable persons for the sum indivted fmpracti-
eable,  Again: the necessities of the veservation svstem in thix di=trict. demand
the services of the hest eluss of farmers, the sparsely sertled condition of the ad-
jueent country rendering the veplieing of any one whao may have proved himself
incompent or unworthy extremely difienlt ad embarmssing, mul which noces-
gity too often ceeurs among these persoms who are willing to work for «wuler
wawes,"

1 desire to snggest that the Jaw e yevized g0 a2 to coufine (hewimber of
employdx within the dizerction of the Commizsioner of Indian Affairs, ax cir

cumstanees mny demand, and that the allowaner per month he made not to

exceed 375 per mam, and thaty in addition thereto, rations be allowed o eme-
ployeés permumently sesiding on the veservation as well as those who iy be

temporarily employed during the seasons indivited,

As yet it hag not been inmy power to visit the entive district infrusted to my

2 , C .
charge, The Indiana vesiding in the vieinity of San Bernardino, San Diega,

ad along the sen-shore of the more zouthern portion of Loz Augeles county,
I am Lappy to zay, nre veporvted i heing peaceatily inelined al eoented, 5t
i= my futention to visit these tribes ot the earliest practieable oment. when 1
shadl report to the department my views eegarding the best methal of poovilding
for theiv pecessitivs, and of affording them the protection for whicls they ame
now indebted to the forbearnee and genevasity of the commnnity among whom
they Hve. The extreme southemm portion of this distrier, the Colirndo and
Mojave conntry, will, in dne thne, yeeeive my attentiom, A= the Ladines
rexiding there e wnder, howeviy, more partienlarly, the sueveillaner of the
military foree stationed there, are kept ina zrate of quiet, Not having been s
yel xubjected ta auy veservadion system, my operations in that regbm ean only
be advizary,

It albrds e great plessme, on the present oeeazion, to bear festimony 1o the
prompt activw ol Colonel Ao DL Rightmire, my predecessor inoflice, in- placing
me v posseesion of the public property helonging to this disteiet, aud to his
desive o facilitute wy elorts in farthering the tnterests of the publie sceviee,

Vory vespeetfully, your obuliont servany, ‘
JNO, POIL WENTWORTH,
Sub-dgeat Southern Distrivt of California,

Ton, W P Dong, .

Commissioner of Indian Afnirs, Washington, D. C.
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