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No. 27.

Sarrn Rver Inniay Fanw,
, Califurnia, July 27, 1867,

Stk Tn compliane: with the requirements of the Indinn department, Uhave
Hie ionor to submit the fullowing az my first annual report, retative to the con-
dition of Indian affairs on the Smith River Indian veservition, Californin:

Having assumed the duties of agent of this branch of the depactment on the
1500 of Fubrney lagt, take great pleasure in bearing testimony to the nniform
sonl conduct of the Indians of this agency sinee I have been among them,
They scem to cherish the most kindly feeling townreds the whites, and are very
friendly with the different tribes of Indiaug in the neighborhood of the reser-
vation,

‘The number placed nuder my charge was estimated at 400, inclading men,
women, and children, It was impossible, at the time, to take an exact cenaus,
b [ aan satisfied that T received nearly, if not quite as many ag were estimated.

The only eange of discontent existing in their minds at this time i3 the
constant. fear of being removed from here to a lees desirable loeation, | [ am
fully sutizfied that this constant fear of being removed wag the sole enuse of 8o
many having left here during the administration of former agents. T have used
every possible means at my command to convinee them that our governmens
will nltimately purchase the greater portion of this valley (Smith River) for
their future permaneut homes. By talking in this manner I have managed to
keep them from running olt back to their old homes in IInmboldt county.

The Tand oeenpicd by the Indiang at thiz agency is all leased from settlers in
the niichborhood, and a more desiable loeation for an Jndian reservation can-
not bix fomud on the Pacific eoast,  Its vatural advantages eannot be surpassed
inany eountry, bounded, s it is, on the west by the Pacific occan and on the
south by Smith river, on the north and east, as it is, completely suerounided by
alow rnge of mountaing,  From all of these natural vesourees the Indians for
centuries past have been enabled to subsist without the aid of the whites.  The
oeente and river furnish inexbaustible supplies of every kuown varivty of fish,
(md From the fact that most of the Iudians under my charge were born and
vzl au the consgt mnkes it more desirable to them than an inlaund loeation,)
while the surronnding hills contain game of every deseription in great abundinee.
The entive valley 13 well wateeed and well timbered, and in every way well
adapted for the future homey of these * poor nufortunate wards of the govern.
ment,

Although our spring wad very late I have sneeceded in enltivating about
250 aeres of land, as follows: 70 acres of whent, 443 aceres of oats, 3 ferey of
potatovs, 23 acres of pens, and about 60 acres of timothy hay.  In addition to
the above there is about seven aeres planted v enrvots, turnips, and ather vege-
tables, the whole of which was put in by Indian Iabor, under the supervision of
the employds on the farm,

Iregret very much to be compelled to say that my eropa are not lovking as
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well nz they promized in eavly spring ; thiz i< owing entively to the continued
extremels dey wenther of the past two montha, There Tine bheen no rain here
at adl Tor nvarly three meonths, which is something wnknown in this locality 1o
the s ohilest inhiahitant,”

I is wovery ditlicult matter to make an exact eglimate of tha yield of the dif-
ferent erops, as they are yer nnharvested, bt after aeareful exmnination 1 fiel
warranted inomanking the fullowing statement ax to the probable yield :

T aeres ol wheat. 15 bushels tthe aere, 1, 129 Lushely,

45 aeres of oate, 30 ushels o the nere, 1,350 hushels,

20 aeres ol pens, 30 hushels (o the acre, 690 bushols,

48 aeves ol potatoes, H0 hushels to the acve, 2, 250 bughels,

GO acres of thnothy . 14 tons to the acre, 90 wony.

7oaeres of vegetabiles 3 tone to the acre, 21 tong,

Muost of the farming implements belonging to this farm have been in nse for
severs] years, (in faet ever ginee the fum o was Joeted at this place, rome five
years aro,) and e almost eytively worn out and useless, egpecinlly the plonghs
aml waizons, It will be absolutely necessary Lo have a new supply of these
and other articles to carry on frming properly another year.

The supply of goods furnished for the wse of the Indians is entirely
exhinzted, This is owing to thefact (ax I am informed by the late agent of this
place, that during the year 1566 there was no elothing fuenizhed fore this reser.
vatien it all. When T irst ook charge of the Indianyg liere, 1 found nearly
all of them almost entively naked; in fact, the only clothing they had wassucl
ax they had begged from settlers in the neighiborhood, or manufactired them-
selves 5 conzequently the izaue of clothing hag heen nnusoally large, and has
exhausted the supply furnished, Tt was the eustom ol former agents Lo allow
some of the hest warking Indiuns the privilege of working for acttlers in the
vivinity of this fnrm, butas this is onr husiest seagon, and harvest i3 approach-
ing, 1 am eompelled to keep them all at home and not permit them to work for
others.

Az genernl thing they all enjoy pretty good health, owing in a great meas.
ure to Lhe skilful treatment of the vesident physician, and the kind attention of
the other employds,

It eannection with the above, T would most rexpectlully urge the propriety or
neeessily of purchazing this valley, or at leagt a porion of it, by the govern-
ment, for a permanent home for the Indiang here and othery that may enme
herenlter, T am eanvineed that the whole valley ean be hought at a very vea-
sonable price. It s very necessavy that there should be some improvements
made xoon, sueh as an hospitad and n gchool-house, and other things that I
eonlid mention; bnt so Jong as it i3 uneertain whether the Indiang sill remain
here permanently or not T don't feel like taking the reaponsibility of making
snch improvementy i are aetually neeessary for the benefit of the Indians. -

Trusting that the above may meet your approbution, I liave the honor to be,
most rexpectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY ORMAN, Jr.,

Indian Agenty, Smith River Indian Farm, Califurnia.
Hon, B, Co WinriNg,
Superinlendent Indian Afaivs, California.

Scanned by KJD - 2009

20f2



