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No. 31,
Derarraixr oF ror Inverion, Orrien INTIAN APFAIRS,
Waskington, D, C., Angust 3, 1806,

Sii: By direction of the 1lon, Scerctary of the Interior, you have been ap-
pointed a speeinl commissioner to make an investigation aud report upon Indian
affairs in California,

I'rom the time the government first took charge of the Indians in California
the management of affirs there has been unsatistactory, and the great distauce
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116 REPFORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIDR.

of that vegion from the =eat of eovernment renders it dilieult 1o deteet, aliuses,
exeept from repdreis ol some peliable person in whom the department yepoges
eonlidener, i

Fovery superinprentdent, exeept the present, ope, iag expendid more money than
D been appeoprinted, thus inewering a laege indebtednesze which there were o
Fands to meet, and bringing the evedit of the deparvtment. fnto diseepute, The
present superintendent haz hoen righdly instenered npen hig point. 1 have no
venson 1o suppose thal he is not steietly complying with the instronetions given,
It ne it i o matter of great consequence you will make it acsnhjeet of inquiry,

Saon after Saperintendent Wiley was cuperseded Iie transmitted to this oflic
alist of outstaanding liabilitics, amouiing to 835,607 12, A small portion of this
hae heey paid, It the residae remaing un]mi(l. Leeauge there ave na o
applieable to ils payment, Behind this there i< aovery largo indebtedness, some
o it runing baek for 15 years, -

[ enclose weopy of the list eabmitted by Iate Superintendent. Wiley, and
desive that, vo far as practicable, you will investigate aud report upon themerits
of eneh elaim, giving your views as to the proper enurse to be parsued by this
department, in regard to the same.

The indebtedness ineurred prior to this has heen the sulject of investigation
by varinus parties heretofore, Althongl theirreports nre not satisfactory, your
inquiries need not, exceptin o general way, extend to this matter. A thorough
investigntion of it would require vastly more time than will be at your disposal.

It is the policy of this department. to make Indinue self sustaining, LThose
in Californin have reservations that are represented as being very furtile, and
producing abundant crops, and it is thought that with proper management and
due economy the expense to the govermuent of gustaining them would not, he
consiilerable s thal nothing tnt clothing and agriendtweal implements ueed be
purchased. It is certainly very steange that it shonld ever become neceszavy
1o incur an indebtedness in taking care of them; I therefore desive that you
shall make this matter asubjeer of special ingnivy, and also give your views as
to what faw o be enncted or what regulations eetablished to secure to the
Indiaus and the government the full benelits of the produce raised, and the
fupds arvising from its sale,

There are at present fonr peservations authorized in California, the Tloopa
Valley, Round Valley, and Smith River reservations, in the northern part of the
State, aud the Tuve River in the couthiern part.

Ttix thought to be advisable to deerease the number of rerervations by placing
the Tndians in the narthern part of the State an one reservation, The prae-
tivahility of doing o will he an important matier for your examination, aud will
volve the fallowing inquiries:

Which of the present yeservations #hould be retained 1

What will it cost, in the way of purchasing improvements of the settlers, fo
enlirge one of the presentreservations to a sullicient size to sapport the Indians?

What can probadily he vendized fram the sale of the reservation or reservations
which may be vaealed ?

And oy other matters which you may deem important;in conneetion with
the mater, sueh as the number of Tudinns at cach reservation, the number not
on anyy their probadde nanthers in fiture, Ko

Your petual neeessary expenses will be paid by the depavtment, and you will
wlkos vouehers for (e same inall eases when praciieable; where it i nor, yon
will keep anitemized neecount, to which you will be required to eertify ou honor.

Very respeetlully, your ohedicnt servant.
.]). N. C()()]JHY!
Commissioner.
Rapr o Srevess, B, Present.
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