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4606 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

No. 66.

Orricr Inpiaxy Arvars, Norpruery Districr or Canironyia,
Sun Franciseo, September 1, 1562,

Sir: T have the honmr to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 24th
July, enclosing w eopy of the act of Congress making approprintions for three
fourths of the fisenl yenr of 1852, and tor the fiseal year ending 30th June.
18633, together with o proviso asking intormation from the Beevetavy of the
Inferior, ind divecting me to report my views in relation to the subjects em-
braced in said provizo. viz: ¢ 'The expedieney of reducing the Indi regerva.
tions iu California to two in munber; the proper place for the same; the prob-
able expense thereof; the propriety of disposing of any of the rescrvations;

the value thereof, aud of the property thereon; of the mammer mnd terns of

such digposals; and in what manner, in his judgment, the expenze of the Indian
department in that State ean De reduced and its system simpliticd without.
injury to the same,” &e. :

Incompliance with your divections I take plensure, at (he earliest opportn-
nity, of reporting to your depintment my views touching the foregoing inter-
rogatories, viz:

1st. In my opinion it is entirely inexpedient to reduee the number of Indian
reservitions in California to two in number, except by dispensing with all in
the southern distriet, which I cannot forl authorized to recommend, nor do I
think it advisable to do zo.

1t is a well known fact, established by years of observation in Northern Cali-
forpin, that the Indians ave far more nnmerous in the northern than in the south-
e part of the State, perhaps three, it not fonr, to one.

Tt is equally tene that the numerons tribes who inhabit the monuntain distriets
have always been lostile to the Tndians on the sea-enast and lower valleys, and
in consequence of this hostile feeling it is always difienlt to eolleet and retuin
these opposing tribes upon the same reservations,

My views, therefore, on this subjeet ave, ns hevetofora recommended, viz: "I'o
dizpoxe of all the vescevations in the northem district exeept tavo,

There ought to be two, aindd only two, instead of four, ag heretofore established
and oceupied at great and unneeessary expense to the depavtment.

This will take off nearly one half the expense of mechanies, doctors, and
other employis, and, at lenst, reduee the expeunse of necessary farming tools
and tenms to three-tourths the preseut amount expended in that behalf,

2d. In my opinion the praper places for the permanent establishment of said
reservations would be at Smith River valley, in el Norte connty,for ane, to he
mainly oceupicd by the Coast Indians, amd Round ralley, in Mendocino county
to be prineipally occupicd by mouatain or interior Tudians,

It will be seen, on the map, these two reservations wonld be a distance, by
the neavest travelled route from each, of aliout 250 or 275 miles,

Smith River valley, in the extreme novthwest corner of Del Norte county and
al=n the extreme corner of the State, adjoining Oregon, 18 surronnded by inter-
minable, uninhabitably mountaing, and acecasibie only »ie the const below, at
Cresceut Gity, containing a hody of goad arable land, amounting in all to some
five thonsand acres, more than two-thivds of which is in n high state of cultiva-
tion, besides as many more aeres of good pastiue land on cach side of Smith
river—(See map which 1 sent to you last February, and specind report acecom-
panying the sime.)

Lhe timber for feneing and building purpases, and water for mill and drink-
ing purposes, are unswrpassed in any country, together with one of the best
salmon lisheries in the State.

Round valley cannot boast of such fishing facilitics; nevertheless many fresh
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water fish are taken in the three branchies of Tsel rviver. -The timher and water
are excellent and of the greatest sutticiency, but not in as great abundance.

This valley contaius =ome 19,000 acres, one-half of which is wable, the
remainder good for timbev and pasiien purposes, and in the greatest abundance.

Thiz valley is also swrronuded with high mountaing, entirely uninhabitable,
and, duving the winter monthg, i only aceeseible through one or two of the
lower passes,

The soil in each of these valleys ecannot bie swepassad in point of fortility.
Tn Smith River valley most of the aralle lands have been purchased and highly
improved, and it will cost the government some sixty thousand dellars to pur-
chase the Tand, lut the improvements ave all vaduable for Indinn purposes, and
are really worth double the money they can be purchased for,

This 1s the plaee Lwns compelled to ocenpy after the loss ot the Klamath by
the Hlood Tagt winter, and will have, in the comrse of the next ten days, over
two thousand Indians on saild proposed purchase for a recervation, and am now
compelled to pay a rent of five dollars per acre for all T ocenpy and enltivate.

In Rovnd valluy three-fourths of the same is ocenpind by white settlers, who
have gettled and nade valuable improvements in said valley, at the instanee
and by the consent off Colone] Henley, who wax then superintendent of Indinn
ultinirs of Californin, and now the seitlers are willing to take a fair valuation for
their improvements, or take other lands in exchange on the Nome Lackee or
Mendocino reservations,

I would reeommend payment for said improvements and removal of the set-
tlovs s carly uy possible, us many of them are very anncying to the Indian
serviee. :

Lach of these reservations should be greatly enlarged for hunting and fish-
ing purposes. expecially as the colirgement would embrice no agrienltural lands
fit for white cettlements. P'wenty-ive thonsand aeres, as now limited by law
fur w reservation, ave more than sufficient for cultivation, but not one quarter
guflicicut for hunting grounds, &e.

It is well kuewn that all the valuable lauds in California, belonging o the
United States, have long sinee been aeeupied by white people, and it is utterly
impossible 1o procure suitable loeations, with suflicient arable land, timber,
water, &e., withont purchasing.  And I Tave no knowledge of any loention
elsewhere in the whole State so well adapied to the Indisn service ay the two
herein named. '

Clear Lake, in Lake county, would have been a gond sclection, but now it
woulll coxt the government $200,000 to procuce it.  ‘Ihe cost of the improve-
ments in Round vadley would he, in caxh, some $40,000 or more.

3. I would by all means veecommend the sale of Nowne Lackee, Mendocino,
and Klamath rvesevvations, (the Jarter, however, ix nearly worthless))  ‘'he
former (Nome Lackee) donbtless would be taken in exchange, acve for nere, by
the white settlers in Ronnd valley.

The value of Nome Lackee reservation would probably pmount to fifty
thousand dMiars, ov more; and Mendocina perhaps forty thensand dollavs,

Near each of these rexervations there ave many white peaple settiod, and were
all the Indiang removed from them the Tads would be cagerly songht for,

The walue of the property at Nome Lackee consists mainly of four or five
buildings, whicl, in all, are not worth over §1,000. There is no feneing or
other improvements on the plice.

The Mendocino property consizts of improvaments in fencing and buoildings
worth, perhaps, $§7,000. The cattle, farming tools, mules, and horses about
&10,000.

In this T make no estimate of the present crop of produce, which will be con-
sumed by the Indians the present year.

As to the manner aud terms of disposal, T woulld suggest that Mendocino be
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advertised, and sold in suitable Tots of 40, 80, and 160 acre tracts, suited to its
location and the wishes of purchasers.

The Nome TLackee reservation I would suggest be sold in like manner, the
purchasers, in cach ense, to pay one-quarter eash in hand, and the remainder in
six, twelve, and cighteen months, with six per eent. interest, provided that a
commissioner be appointed to value the improvements of the settlers in Round
and Smith River valleys, and that they be permitted to bid at such sales of
land, and the valuation of their improvements aforesaid be taken as cash for
any purchases they may make.

By pursuing this course I feel sure the expenditure neeessary in the Indian
serviee here would he greatly reduced, and 1 am egually sure that the reserva.
tion system, properly wmannged on propur loeations, eutirely separated from
white settlements by awatural barviers, ix the cheapest, most shople, and safe
for both races, and therely, in o short time, entively digpense with the wse of
militury atd or protection,

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
GIE0. M. HANSON,
Superintendent, dgene N. Dist. California Indians.
Hon, W . Dowk,

Commissioner of Indian Affwirs, Washinglon,
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