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Nu, 36,

Orrrce INpIAN AFFATRS, SouTneErN DISTRICT 0F CALITOURNIA,
San I'rancisco, September 1, 1863,
St I have the honor to submit the following as my annual report for the
fisen! your ending June 30, 1863,

THE OWEN'S RIVER INDIANS,

In October, 1862, 1 had the honor of submitting to the department a specinl
report in relation to these Indiang, their condition, wants, and the immediate
neeessity of an appropriation of’ 30,000 for their relivt,

Congress, as T am intormed through the vepresentations made to its members,

in private, by honovable A A, Savgent, did not make the desired approprintion
My. Sargent stated to members of that honorable body that the amount nsked
for was too much, and unnecessnry, as there were not five hundrved Indians in
the whole valley of Owen’s riverconutry, "Lhe eorrectuess of My, Sargent's
information can be estimated by the fact that eight hundred and fifty Owen s
river Indiang were delivered by the military, at the 'L'ejon reserve, on the 22d
duy of July Inst, and this number comprises only about ouc-third of the Indiuwns
of thut valley. Tn that veport, T pointed out the danger of delny,  Subsequent
events in the Owen's viver valley have proved to the letter the predictions
therein contained, and the government hasy expended nearly ten times the amount
asked for in that report in trying to suppress the present Indian war,  Iad
Congresy promptly made that approprintion, no Indian war would have been
waged, and the country would have been suved more than two hundred and
fitty thousand dollars ty its treasury, the lives of many of' its valuable citizens,
and many of the poor, ignorant, misgnided Indinug, to whom the government have
promised protection, would to-dny, instead of being dead, be hving and tilling
the zoil of their nntive valley, and, through their own willing hands, obtaining
an honest and well-carned livelihood.
. These Tndiang, like all others of their race, are very exaeting. and a promise
to them unfulfilled they look upounz ajust cauvse for war,  Therefore itis of
the utinogt importance that Congress awaken to the necessity of giving, in fu-
ture, heed and consideration to the reports of its ageuts upon the condition and
wants of the Indians under their respective charges. :

By heeding the reports of its agents. who ave upon the ground and ought to

“know the wants of the Indians far better than those who are so remote from them,
oftentimes formidable nnd expensive wars will be averted, and the condition of
the Tudinng vastly improved.

Owing to the reeent and extensive mines dizcovered in the Owen's viver val-
lay, and the eonsequent rush of miners and settlers there, 1 deem that locality
for an Indinn rexerve entively fmpractieable, and the prosent war fully demon-
strates that the Indinn and white race van never live peacefully in close prox-
imity to ench other, I huve, therefore, to reeommend the abauwlonment of” that
valley for an Indian reservation,  The mines, which ave of wimurpassed rich-
ness, will canse thowsnds to permanently settle there during the coming year,
and, s heretofore, throngliout atl Califiornia, the rights of the Indinns will be
disregarded, and constant turmoil and avar will be but o natural vexult,

With these faets before me, 1 deem it for the welfare of my department of
the Indinn serviee of Californin imperatively nceessary to remove these Indians
from that valley; therefore, when npplied to by Geneeal Wright, I consented to
receive them ab the 'L'ejon Indian resevvation,

[n proof of what I say, and alse to show how unfair, mean and atrocious while
men will sometimes act, T have only to copy the following from a letter pub-
lished by Captain Roper. of the 2d California volnnteers, in the Exmeralda Star,
of July 30:
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“On July 11 Captain McLaughlin, Captain Noble, and myself, with 100 men
and 25 six-mule teams, started for the T'ejon reservation with alt the Indinns which
have been gathered in, numbering about 1,000 men, women, and children. At
Hot Spring valley, near Keysville, we received orders to abandon the post,
Captain MeLaughlin and company retwrned to make the necessary preparations,
We expeet to leave in n fow (Llys, wheu some teams, now on the road, arvive ty
move us. Captain Meblanghlin, eompany Dy and Captain Noble, company I,
will oceupy Ifort "Tejon, and I, with company 13, will camp for the swmmer on
the south fork of XKeru river. :

“The people of this valley are now anxions that we ghould remain liere, as
they tear a renewal of hostilities when the post is abandoued; and T cannot say
that I deem the anxicty wholly unfounded, By the acts of a fow of them the
gettlement of this dificulty has been much retarded and partially defeated, and
there is much reason to fear that the future holds more touble,  While the war
was actunlly in progress, and the Indians veally lostile, there were but fow of
the citizeng who could be induced to risk themselves in the mountains unless
they were with a Inrge foree of soldiers, nud these few did nobly; hub ag soon
ag acessation of hostilitios wag proelaimed by the commanding officer thuse
stay-at-home fullows grew wondrous brave, and boldly declared their deadly
animogily to thee whole red vace.  I'wo Indinn messengers that were sent from
the post to the White Mountain district to gather in those Indians weve fired
upon by some chivalrous miners, nlthough the messengers were unurmed and
bore a white flng,  OF course they never retiemed, and to-dny prospectors ave
in danger of their lives,  Then, again, & Lehachape Indian, who lad been for
three months in irons was released and sent iome o induce his tribe to cease
hostilities aud come in.  With what wonld have been considered astonishing
good faith in even a white mun, he scems to have worked faithfully to accom-
plish hix mission, and was returning with o number of his people—men, women,
and childven—when they were fired upon in the most eowardly maumer by three
whites while they were sitting in their eamp only fifteen (15) miles from the
post; two men and one little girl were killed, and ol were sealped by these
brave and chivalric gentlemen who rode off and exhibited their bloody trophies
of the war, At the Bie Lake the reeolloction of their glovious deeds 50 stivred
their noble souls that they beeame slightly oblivioug, and in that state one of
the noble trio, Frank Whoetson, was arrested by Licutenant Irench, whe had
been *sent for him! "Lhe gentleman is now in our guard-house in irons, and
awaits un ovder for trinl.  Of the Indinns who esenped from this uttnek, mos
of them made their way into the mountiing, where they now are, and where they
will remain, for all that any one ean do to drive them out.  Never again can any
of them be indueed to place any fuith in the promises of white men, and if another
outbreak veeurs it will be far the most desperate we have seen. 1 shonld have
mentioned that the Inst party of Indiavs ulso bore a white flag, travelled openly
i the road in the daylight, and that theie purpose was well known to every one.
But for such ruflians ag thoae who fired upon them, unumed as they were, there
would not to-day be n hostile Indian in this entire country ; and those who may
hereafter suffer will have Mr, Whetson and others of bis ilk to thank for it.”

"The foregoing will give the Commissioner =ome iden of the obstacles we have
to contend with in the wanagement of Indian affiirs in the southem district of
California.  Again, how important that adequate approprintions should be made
by Congress to enable thy agent to reasonably provide for the poor destitute
savages under his charge.

COLORADO DISTRICT INDIANS.

These Indians, from lack of weans, have had comparatively nothing done for
them, und, although now quict, I fear for the futwre, ~ ‘They have been promised
by the military aud other unauthorized parties blankets, fnrming implements, -

-
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and beef. These promises, from lack of means suflicient, I have not been uble
to vespeet.  This distriet, which extends east aud wess from the Mojave to the
Colorado viver, to the Pacific coast, and southward to the houndary line between
Calitornia and Mexico, contuing upwards ol tn thowsund warlike Tudians, who,
it onee it breaks out in open war, wonld eanse the sacvifice ol hundreds of the
Jives of our most loyal conntrymen who are now engaged in developing the
mineral resources of that very vielt country, nud would also cost the govern-
ment millions to suppress,

With a comparatively small amount of moncey judicionsly expended in the
purchase of annuity goods, furming implements, and a few goold working mules,
with suitable wagons and harness, n permanent peace might be securved with
these Indinng, and their wretehed condition would he much improved.

The amount necessary for this purpose is twenty-five thousand dollars,  Loss
thau this would be inudequate to the pressing wants of these people. It would
be neeessary to purehase several hundred head of Ameviean eows for breeding
purposes, tor beef, and milk, T wonlil suggest that the same bo approprinted
under the follawing hewds:

200 head Amaerienn eows, g S20 perhead oo oL %4, 000
200 head marketnble steers for heef, at $1S 50 .o oot 3, 700
Ammuity goods. ..o e e cee. 0,000
Four wagensg, at $230. ... oo oo 1,000
Thirty good Amevican mules, at $200........... ... e G, 000
Farming implements. ..o oo 1, 300
Freight and transportation ... oo oo oo e .. 3,000

Totl eor oven... e e, 25, 000

With thia amount, thus expended, these Indinns would be placed in comfors-
able cireumstancees, and hereafter would require but little assistanee from the
government,  Without this assistanes 1 fune tvouble with them in the future.
They have been told, time mud again, that the government would assist them,
but ng yot they have uot received auything, . They think that they have to
look to the governmeut for all theiv wants, md when they get uothing they
begin to find fault, and soon commence their depredations upon the property of
the whites, stealing stoek, &e., whiel always resultx ina wars And o war with
theee tribes would he formidable and very costly to the country,

TEJON QESERVIE,

To the importanee of wecwing u title to this desivable Tudian firm, 1 had the
honor of ealling the attention of the Fon. Inte Scerctary of the Intevior, Caleb
B. Smith, while in Wazhington, Muweh, 1862; and also in my annual veport
to the depurtment, of Augnst 30, 1862, and published in the Commissioner's re-
porty page 325, muy he found the following 1:mguug’u: vAnd 1 thevefore repent
the ruggestions made in a former veport, to hava the Tejon reseevation surveyed,
aud the land et apart by an act of Congress for the exclusive nse of the In-
dinug,” this veservition beig paticularly woll adapted.

I thig connexion, T wonld urge upon the department the importance of lokl-
mg possession of so desirable aw Indinn favm, It iy, 1 believey elaimed by pri-
vite purtics under a Spanish gravt, I am of the opinion, however, that the
United States have the best title to it and T would respeetfully suggoest thut
the Seeretary of the Interior instruet the United States distriet attoruey of the
northern distriet to examine into the title of said property, as it is one of the
most desirable locations for an Indiwn reservation withiu the whole southern
conntry.  This fine far is now claimed, under patent from the United States,
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by I. I, Beale, csq., who demands rent for its further use as an Indian reserve,
ax will fully appear by the following correspondence:

SaN Fravcisvo, July 24, 1863,

Sir: T have just heard, with great gurprise, that cight hundred Tudians of the
most lostile Owen's river tribe have been removed, mider your dircetion, to my
ranch of I3l Tcjoun,” of which I showed you the patent some two months
rince. My informant also states that my orchiard and vineyard have already
been destroyed by the cattle furnished these savages, and that not a vestige of
garden remains,

Under these civenmstanees, I look to you for redress, and ask you on what
grounds you propose to oceupy for publie purposes land which the eourts have
always deeided to be private property, and which is proteeted by the sanetity
of patent from the government?

Very respeettully, yonr obedient servant.
1.1 BIRALLE.

J. PO I WeNTworTh,

Superintendent Indéan Afficirs.

T'o which I had the honar to make the following reply:

Orricr INpIaN AFrains,
Southern District of California, July 29, 1863,

Str: I have received your letter in relation to the Tejon ranch, and have
the honor to reply ag follows :

T'here ean be no question whatever hetween us regarding your title to that
cstate.  Your patent i3 full and complete, and I yicld the possession of' the
property under that title without reserve and on the instant.  Nevertheless, I
submit to yon that the government would be subjected to infinite loss and vexa-
tion, andd confusion of ity Indian affaivs by preeipitate netion on your part in the
cjectment of the Indians; and I have to request that yon will forbear in the
assertion of your vights in the premizes until I ean make rome arrangement, for
the Indinng now there.  1In the mean time 1 promise to urge upon the depart-
ment a prompt settlement with you for all the injuries done by the Indians or
the cat le plaeed on the ranch for their consumption,

Plenre inforn me, n yonr carliest eonvenience, ap what rmate you would be
willing to vent such portions of yonr estate as might e required for the use of
the Indinns, or if' you are disposed to scll the whole or a portion of it.

I have the honor to be, very rexpectfully, your obedient rervant,

JOHN P, I WENTWORTH,
Superintending Agent,
How I, ¥, Beane, San Fraweiseo.

SAN IPrancisco, July 29, 1863,

Sir: I have reeeived your lettor giving me possession of the patented raneh
“EL Tejou,” and making certabs inguivies as to my disposition to dispuse of
purt or the whole of it, or to vent vach w portion a8 muy be requisite for Tndian
purposes, T this T reply that I have no degire to sell or rent any portion of
it, i I am largely engnged in stock rmising, and shall probably require the whole
ina few yooars. \

As you state, however, that you will be inconvenienced by immediate re-
moval, I will rent you twelve thousand ncres, at the rate of one dollar per an-
num per acre, whiel is less, 1 helieve, than the departient iy paying at present
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for the same on Tule river, which is certainly infinitely less desiruble in every
respeet.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
2. I8, BEALE.
J. P. H. WENTWORTH, Egq.,

Superintendent Indian Affairs.

[R—

Orrick INDIAN AFFAIRS, SouTugiry DistricT oF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, dugus! 10, 1865,

Sir: In response to your letter of the 29th July, offering to rent the ranch,
or a portion thereof, of “131 I'cjon,” for Indian purposes, I have to say the offer
will be immediately forwarded to the department at Washington for approval
or rejection. A soon as an answer can be obtained you will be duly notified.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOUN . H, WENTWOR'L'H,
Superintending Agent.
Hon. E. ¥. Beave,
Surveyor General of the State of California.

.
—

Sax I'rancisco, dugust 11, 1863,

Str: T hinve receivid your letter of the 10th instant. You say youn have
“received my letter oflering to vent a portion of my rancl for Indian purposcs,
&e., &

Thig does not by any muans convey a proper iden of owr correspondence, In
roply to your letter of the 20th ultimo, in which you =ay you would like me at
my earlivst convenicnee to state at what price 1 would be willing to rent a por-
tion of the ranch for Imdinn purposes, I replied in my letter of July 20 as
follows: :

41 have reecived your letter giving me possession of the patented ranch
ElT'¢jon,”and making certnin inquiries ax to my dispogition ta dizpose of purt or the
whole of it, ar rent such portion as may be required for Indian purpozes,  J'o this
I reply that I havena desire to sell or rent any part of it, ns T am lwgely engaged
in stoek raising, and T shall probably requive the whole in a few yenwrs,  As you
gtale, hwwever, that you will be tuconvenieneed Ly immediate removal, T will
rent you 12,000 neres, at the rate of one dollar per annum: per aere, which is
less, [ believe, than the department is paying at present for the reserve on Tule
viver, which i certainly infinitely less desivable in every respect.” ‘

This puts quitea difterent face upon the matter. I do not choose to go before
the public as desiring to rent to the government, as your letter, without expla-
nation, might lead any one to believe.  On the contrary, ift I rent at all it will
only be as a great vor, and one only reluctantly granted. I vequive the whole
of my raneh, and have purchased it for a purpese which would be altogether
disnrnnged by such o disposition of i,

I'uow inform you that I will on uo nccount rent to the hostile and vieious
Indians whom you have lately removed there, and whose presence cudangers at
all tines the lives of my people find neighbors,  Those savages, fresh from the
expurience of Inst ¢ummer, in whiclh they onee or twice defeated the soldiers
sent against thew by the government, and committed the most atrocions murders
and outrages, may at any time brenk out again into open mutiny, one howr of
which might cost me my entive stock of sheep, horses, and eattle, aud the lives
of valunble employés imd ueighbors. I therefore request you to remove these
dangerous and hostile Indians from wy property immediately.
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As for the very large number of Tndinns who were there before, and who
have occupicd this place under the government protection for twelve years without
paying rent, all of whom I kuow, while 1 would prefer theiv removal 1 shall
not urge it, but recuest you to regard wmy reply of July 29, consenting, at your
request, to rent a portion of the ranch as n reserve, as velating to them alone,

Your obedient servant,
E. . BEALL.

J.POHCWeNTworTH, 1sq.,
Superintendent of Indian Affarrs.

Could the government by any means have secured this desivable ranche, a
home comfortable and pleasing 1o the poor Indinng would have been the vesult;
but, as it v, I vegret to veport the Indians of that locality very mueh discon-
tented, and many of them even diseouraged.  "The Indian likes to know that the
Innd which Le assists is his own, aud thatno one ean drive him theretromn. With
this knowledge it is  very easy matter to domestieate him and eanse him to
beeome industrioud and happy.

At this reserve 1 cansidd to bie made Tust epring wrent preparations for a erop;
but owing to the dreught, the severest that has veenrred in the southern portion
of Californin for years, together with the gragshoppers, it was nearly all de-
stroyed.  The {ollowing will show. the nmmber of aeres which were cultivated
aud harvested at the Tejon during the past year:

By Indians, 250 acres; govermment farms, 500 acres; total, 750 acres
Wheat eaved, 4,000 bushels s barley saved, 2,000 bushels.

The drought and the grasshoppers destroyed almost entively the vegetable
crop, which otherwise would have been very abundunt, My supervisor, Mi.
Berchutte, suved 30 tous of hay.

TULE RIVER INDIAN FARM,

Owing to the diflicultics at Owen’s river, and the patenting of the ‘Tejon to
Hon, 1o, I Beale, T have heen obliged to eontinne venting this farm for a term
of two years, at a vent of oue thonsand dollars per year. L contains twelve
bundred and cighty acres of very superior land, and is well adapted to the
wants of the Tinlinns of that Ineality and now residing upon the favm, and num-
bering about seven hundred. Mr Madden, the proprictor, gives the usce of a
very fine vineyard and alzo a fine erchard of fruie trees.  These the Indians
prize very highly, and dwing the finit season affords them a great means of
subsistence. 1t will be seen, by veference to my collengng’s ncconnts, that the
rents which the government is paying for this farm s very low indecd, about
seventy-cight cents per annum per acre; while M, anson is obliged to pay
five dollws per ammum per acre for farming land at Smith’s river.

I am happy to inform the Commissioner that these Indiaus are quict and com-
paratively happy. 'The drought vuined their grain crop, which consisted of
about 250 acres, principally wheat,  Fiverything, however, looks favorablo for
a wet season, and 1w making preparations to put in a large erop of grain and
vegetables the coming yenr,  The necessity of continuing this farm will appear
when I inform the Commisgioner that there i no place, aside frow this fara,
within my district to which these Indians could be removed for the present.
With o propitious season, the wants of these Indiang will, in 2 great measure,
be met, nnd the government will be put to very little expense for their main-
tenance for the coming year. These Indians have, from time to time, given
valuable information in regard to the movements of their more warlike neigh-
bors of Owen’s river, and when solicited to join in their war against the whites,
have absolutely refused.

In conclusion, T have to say that the Iudians within this distriet ave as happy

Scanned by KJD - 2009 6 0of 7



Jno. P.H. Wentworth to William P. Dole, September 1, 1863, Document no. 36 in "Report of the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs," H. Exec. Docs., 38 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 3, Doc. 1, pp. 217-223 (1182)

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF - THE INTERIOR. 223

as they well ean be under the preseat reservation systemn, with the exeeplion of
the Owen’s river Indinus,
I have the honor to be, vory respeetfully, your obedient servant,
JNOLT L WENTWORTH,
Superintendeng Agent, Southern Distriet of Californin,
Llon. Wi, P. Do,
Com. Indian Affairs, Wavhe: gion, D. C.
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