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No. 28.

Orrice INDIAN Arxrains, NorTnery DistricT CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, September 7, 1863,

Sta: In rubmitting my annual report, I shall not dwell in detail upun the
various reasons which I have given in former reports in favor of reducing the
aumber of Indian rescrvations from four to two, and enlarging those retained,
and selling Mendocino and Nome-Lackee reservations, and applying the proceeds
to the puyment of the scttlers’ improvements in Round and Smith River valloys,
thereby sceuring to the Indian service a good and guitable location fhr all the
coast Indians, and one for the intevior Indians, where they could and would be
contented and happy. In adopting,this poliey nearly one-half the expense of
keeping the reservations would be suved to the government in the matter of
tools, teume, and employds.

Again, in counnexion with economy, allow me to assure you that, had one
quarter of tlie money expended by the United States in the employment and
maintenance of troops for the subjugation and colleetion of Indians buen faith-
fully applicd to the procurement of suitable reservations and stocking the same
well with tools, teams, cattle, sheep, &e., &c., therehy making desivable homes
for the Tndiany, not onc-quarter of the trouble between the races would ever
bave existed. DBut the policy of the governmuent has been to expend millions
for tronps, aud a few seanty thousands for the confort and maintenanee of the
Indians; and while the government pursues this punny wise policy, the Indian
service must ever remain in a erippled condition.

In truth the troops, as a general thing, stationed at or near Indinn reserva-
tions, arc a great curse to the Indian service, for, in spite of the vigilunt cfibrts
of their own officers and of the officers and employds on the reservation, sol-
diers will clandestinely mix and cohabit with the squuws, thereby spreading dia-
casc and death broadeast among them. If, therefore, the policy I have so fre-
quently and importunately urged be adopted, of employing none on the ruserva-
tions but mitrricd men of good deportment, and increazing the laboring foree so
a8 to give cach reservation a supervisor, who should Le an cuergetic and prac-
tical farmer, one physician, one blacksmitly, one carpenter, one miller, awl one
herdsman, and a laborer with cach tribe of Indinns thus scttled on the various
farms, suited in size to the number of Indians in the tribes;and a suitable mar-
ricd man as farmer, and cach of those farmers provided with suitable bama,
eribg, dwelling and out-houses, sheds, &e., then cach of these reservations wouiil
be eelf-proteeting as against the kidnappers, squaw-men, and all intruders,

As to the perfect safety of the cmployts against the Iundiang, no instanes
has ever accurred, under my notice or learing, endangering in the luenst the
white employés.  1lence the propricty of at once adopting this poliey.  Re-
duee the number of reservations to two, make a move liberal appropriation, es-
pecially for one or two years, and remove all settlers and eoldivrs from the
reservittion entirely; then, and not till then, will the Indian service prosper in
California. ‘

A raw and grist mill is needed in Round valley, 1 have selected an ex-
eellent site for one, in close proximity to the valley, to be run by water power,
and will make a commencement on the dam immediately, The machinery and
work of o millwright, however, will require more funds than can be bad from
the lagt year's seanty appropriution.

The Tudians recently collected in Butte county, togethervith those that were
driven from or left Round valley last September, have involved an expense of
some four or five thousand dollars.  "They ave now being rvemoved to Round
valley, T could not negotiate for their removal by water to Swith river for less
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than ¢lght thousand dollars; and as I had no money to pay that expense, I have
beeome personally xesponsible for the expense of removing them by lund to
Llound valley, which will be from one to two thonsand dollars.

All the crops are better than have been harvested in any former year; but
owing to the loss of some two or three thousand bushels of wheat by five, ut
Round valley, which T have alveady informed you I believed to have been set
on fire by a squaw-man and kidnapper, and the removal of the Indians from
Butte county, it will require additional purchases of wheat and cattle.

More than one-half of the eattle purchased for that reservation have arrived
or arc now arriving.  The remainder will svon follow ; but, should rain sct in
carly, T have agreed to extend the time.

No bidy were accepted for Mendocino, and only a small one for Smith river,
the bids being considered too high.

Cumplaints are being made as usual from ITumboldt bLay, that small parties
of Imdians are Jeaving Smith river and rcturning to that place. I have made
particular ingnirics about it, and find it to be untrue. The Indians all remain,
and appear quite contented and happy at the prospect of an abundant harvest
and additional houses to live in through the winter, The clothing has all been
shipped and will soon De issued to the Indians, but will be entively inadequate
for their real wanta.

Owing to the lack of tcams at Smith river, and having to hire at very high
prices, I made a purchase of nincteen large likely young American mares, and
eleven colts, in Oregon, whero they were much cheaper than in California,
involving an exwensc of over three thousand dollars, so that the reservation
for the present is amply provided with teams, A like number and quality
is now needed for Itound valley, which, with their inereage, will serve for horsy
teams nbundantly.

In Round valley I made a purchase of three improvements; two udjoining
our farming lands, and one near the mill site. The latter bad been a greas
harbor for kidnappers and squaw-men, and this purchase breaks up that trouble-
gome nest entirely; and the two adjoining our furms will put us at once in pos-
session of some three hundred weres of good avable and pastire lunds, It is
very desirable that o sum be appropriated to pay for all the improvements in

“the valley ; and if all ean be paid for on as good terms as T procured these, a
much smaller sum ig wanted to purchase the whole than my former estimate,
$50,000. In making an estimale for the fiscal year ending'June 30, 1865, I
hiave aimed at & reasounble mivimwm, viz:

For indebteduess over the present approprintion. ... ... $6, 000

For clothing, subsistence, tooly, &c... ... e e 45, 000

Tor vemoval of Indiang. .. ou i e 13, 000

For galary of superintendingagent.. ... .ol 3,000 .

TFor anlary of two supervisors, (it only two rveservations, ag recom- ;

mended) . oes ciiien i e e e ieiitaeaaan 3, Goo -

Jor salary of clerk to superintending agent. ... L. .. 1, 500

Tor gulary of two physicians, (81,500 each). ... ... e 3,000

Tor salary of two blacksmith's, (3000 vach) ..o 0 0. 1, 800 3

For salary of two carpenters, (3000 eaeh) oo 1, SO0 ;

Tar salary of twelve laborery, ($600 each)..... ... e 7, 200

Tor salary of twelve female teachers, (§240 each). oo oo ool 2, 830 B
S92, 580

Tn addition t» this, about $60,000 for the purchase of Smith river, and
340,000 for the Round valley improvements, if Nowme-Lackee and Mendocino
arc not sold and the proceeds applicd.
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The extraordinary vise in the price of every description of clothing and
other supplies, and depreciation of the legal currency, vender the estimate ne-
cessarily Iarger than it would be otherwise. :

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
GEORGE M. ITANSON,
Superintending dgent Indian Affairs, Northern District, California.
Hon. WiLLiaat P. Dovg,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Scanned by KJD - 2009 30f3





