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Syrr RIVER INDIAN RESERVE, Scpicmber 0, 1800,

Sm: Having been appointed special Indiun agent in conseyuence of the removal of Mr.
Bryson, late ngent of the above-numed reserve, Ihave the honor of submitting an annual je.
port, as desired in yonr lnst commmunication, under date of August 14, 1300,

Having, ns stated, been nppoined simply as specinl agent, and not having charge of the
reserve quite two menths, I eamnot make n very extended report, and will conline myself
only to stutisties und genernd furming interests connected with the reserve.  This reserve is
locuted on Sinith river, three miles fron it month or eutranee to the Pacifie ocenn, being in
Del Norte county, sitaterd in the northeast part of the State near the Oregon Yine, and west
of the const runge of mountuins,

The locnlity of the resorve is most admirbly «ituated, heitig @ mild and healthful climate,
nn abundance of arable Jand of nusurpaszed fortility, convenicnt to dmberfor fuel, fenciug, or
huilding purposes also nn abundant supply of water cither from springs on the place or fiom
stndd strenms At tlow from e monntains,  In this particuler loculity there seems an inex-
hanatible supply of small fish enlled smelts. The Indinns are very fond of thew,  They
cuteh them in the sarf with dipanets in grent quantitics in the summer and full months, il
cart them tothe reserve by wazon loads. Also the Creseent City, Lagoon, Burnt Ranches, and
Smitle River Indinns, nnmbening about five limdred, earry away annially Joarge quantitios,
constitnting ono ol their ehiet supplivs of fuod daring 1he winter months,  In addition large
i tities of salnron are eatght ut the moutk of Swith river, which are much desired by the
Tudians us well as white residents,

1 tiud,uy on tuking az enrefulnsurvey as possible, abont four hundred Indinng onthe reserve,
and they nre known ns the Wylnekees and Humholdt tribes,  “Fhie Humboldts, as ageneral
thingy-are superior in intelienes ; they leam to spenk the English language more readily, nwl
mre generally wore expert in teking hold guickly and leaming the ways of farming iu ull its
purticuinrs,

[ satisfied there hag Leen mneh improvement mnong the Indinns siuee the ageney lins
been estabiished in the vulley,  Phey desire tu live and dress Lebter, nud ave more eleanty abuut
theiv buildings wnd in persen, Their demeanor innuny respeets indicates @ wigh to elevate
themselves to the standard of the white population in matters pertaining to civilizwtion, The
Tudian women likewise are generally improving ; wst of them cut their oswn clothing, and their
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arments show inuch skill in cutling as well as in making up. I have observed, since I linve
ﬁecn on the reservation, a desire on the part of soine to learn tospell and read. I think, per-
Iaps, it & sehool were estublished it might prove heneficinl. .

.{{olﬂling to the clothing of the Indians, I would here mention thay are at present in a de-
plorable condition ; muny ot them have wot clothing sufficient to cover their nakeduess, I
cunnot urge too strongly the importance of supplying them with necessary clo*hing as early
na possible, as the fall mins will soon commenco.  Justico requires they shoald be well sup-
plied fir comtort as well ag for henlth,

Within the time that I hinve acted as speeial Indian agent on the reserve there as hoen'
some sneasiness on the part of the Indians.  They ure under the firm belief that the goven-
ment dues not intend to purehuse the valley liuds-fora rexerve, and during the pust yenr
kave expressed much discontent and a strung disposition to retiien to theh furmer locality in
Hwnboldt eonnty. I have every reason to believe their want of fuith in the intrntion of our
governtuent respecting them is the ouly cause of so many of them absconding dmriug the
months of July nud August.  With this exeeption everything is peaceabilo and quict on the
vesurve-—no diflicnltics of any importance having ocenrred eithier among themselves or with
other Indians in the vieinity of the reservation.

The farming utensils are much worn, nnd in the event the Indiaus should remain here and
tho survice continne, a new supply of many articles will be an absolute necessity,

The reserve is well supplied with live stuck, consistivg of horses, eattle, aud swine. They
are all in o thriving condition.  So far I have not been under the neeessity of killing many
et cuttle for the Indiuns, from the fact of the largoe supply of fish heing procured from the
sea-COSt, : !

Coucerning the erops I find an ebundanex of everything that is desired to subsist the Tn-
dinus fur auother year, consisting us fullows: 85 aeres of wheat, unthireshed, which will yield
15 Imshels pev aere s peas, 45 acres, yielding 33 bushels per aere, nugathered ; oats, 160 seres,
which will yield 50 Lushels per aere, partinlly thresbed; timothy huy, 40 acres, all cut and
muwed away, estimated at 23 tons per acre; potntoes, Ed acres, yielding 160 hushels per acre,
unguthered,  There is in addition to the above 15 acres containing carrots, turnips, aud other
garden vegetables,  They are looking well, und will dyicld a fair crop.

With reference to the saunitary condition of the Indinns, L am coulident that it has very
much improvid under the earo and management of Dr. I M, Wright, resident physician, I
foel that be is cutitled to much eredit for his services and interest munifested in their behalf,,
For further infovmatiou relnating thereto I refer you to his nnnual report, herewith respectiuity
submitted, )
{ remnin your obedicut servant,

ITun, C. MaLTsy, o
Superintendent Indian Affairs, California.

G. KINGSBUILY,

- . Sueeiul Indian Agent.
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