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Camp a1 Bra Beyp or Ent rives,
Twelve miles southeast from Humboldt, Sept. 12, 1851,

Sir: My Jast letter was dated San Francisen, July 29th, to which refer.
ring, I hiave now the houor to report, that on the 8th wultimo I joined my
«cscort of thirty-six mounted men, under command of Brevet Major H. W.
Wessetts. at Sonoma, and on the morning of the 11th commenced our march
fsr Humboldt bay.

As our voute would be mainly throngh an uninhabited anid almost unex.
plored region, we started with thirty days' rations, on puck mules, with o
drove of one hundred and sixty head of cattle close i our rear. The
cattle were sent along by General Estell, of Vallego, with the understand-
ing that the escort party and my own should pay for the number nsed at
the current rates of the country, leaving his agent to dispose of those re-
raaining to the miners on the Klamath,

Owing to the want of funds in the Indian depurtment, I wag forced to
-employ men to manage my own pack train, whose wages, at the rates paid
hv Major Wessetts, sy cighty to enc hundred dollars per month, will add
Targely w my expenses.  The mules required, except three or four riding
animals, which 1 had to purchase, were, with thirty days’ rations for twelve
men, furnished by the department at Benicia; our estimates were quite low
enougle: for, by the th instant, when we reached the first. white settle-
ments on this river. (four weeks and one day out) our supplins were pretty
well exhausted.  Qur cararan consisted of ceventy men, one hundred and
forty horses and mules, und one hundred and sixty head of cattle; of
course reference to grass and water wad of the first importance in selecting
our camps, The general course from Sonoma to this place is northwest,
and the distance not far from two hundred and £{ty miles. The first seventy
.or eighty miles up the valley of Sonoma ecreek and Russian river, were
:acoomplished with but little comparative difficulty; but frcm the time we
Jeft Russian river at its source and commenced crossing, what our guide,

Mr. Thomas Scabeing, called tho divids between Russisn und Eel rivers, -
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we had for about onc hundred miles a successton of hills, monntains, gulches,,
gorges, and sundry such as are not to be found east of the Rocky moun-
taing, and but seldom even in California or Oregon. I am happy to say,
however, we accomplished the journey with unexpected rafety. Our men
are all in health, and we lost but one horse, three or four mules. and gix
or eight head of cattle—the former broke down, the latter strayed off, and
were probsbly stolen by the Indians.

At Sonoma I wus fortunate in sccuring the sevvices of Geo. Gibls. esq.,
formerly of New York, and recently attached to the Indian commission in
Oregon. e is acquainted with the Schinook or Chinock language, and
the jargon spoken by all the tribes on the horders of Oregon and Cali-
formia. e is, moreover, o practical topographical engineer; has kept 2
journal of our entire route, and will furnish me, I hope in time for my
annual report, a correct map or reconnaissance of the trail from Sounma,
showing the exact position of all the important rivers, lakes, mommtaing
and valleys. together with 2 synopsis of the varions dialects of the tribes
we ghall uve met.  In selecting reservations with a view to collect and
colonize the remnants of the tribes seattered in all diveetions oven this
coust and mmong the monntaing, it is important that close attention he paid
to similurity of lungnage. eustoms, &e.

On this journey, as elsewhere in California. I have found the Indian
populatiou alntest universally overvated as to ynmbers, ard vnderratved ag
to intellizence and capacity  for fmprovement.  From  infornation at
Benicia, Sunoma, &eoo T was Jed o expeer that T should find two or three
thousand  Indinus on Russtan river, at least three thowsand on Clear
lake, and two thowsand five hundred or three thousand on Eel river.
After pussing thvough their eountry, and counting every <oul o ialf «
dozen rancheroy, e test the aecuraey of thelr own estimates as well ag
those of the whites, I make the actual snmber Jess than ene-half, gervrally
abont two-fifths of the number usually estimated by the settiers below,

1. Inthe valleys of Revomz and Rusgian river there ay be in

all, sy - - . - - - - 1200
2, On Clear lake and micuntains adjacent . - - 10K
S0 Tu the two first valleys of south Lovk of Eelriver, with language

and customs simtler to the whove, and who should be colon-

ized with them, from 1,000 1o 1,100, say - - - 1,100
4, On the coast, from the old Russian settlement at Fort Ross,

down to Sun Franeisco, and arcund the bay, by St. Raphael,

Pelutoma, &e. - - - . - - 5¢0

5, On the wountaing sud valleys of Ecl river, Seuth, Middle and
Vanderson's forks, and about its wouth - - - 500

6. From the wmouth of Eel river eouth, on --—— river, Cape
Mendocino, und to Fort Ross, ray - - - . 100

7. On umboldt Lay, und norch to Mad river, 2 mile or s above
the head of the buy - - - . 300
Total - - 5000

Having us yet visited but one or two rancheros on the coast, I do not
offer the above estimate with much confidence, though I think it approxi-
mates the truth, while it is only about one-third or one-fourth of the num-
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ber generally estimated by the old settlers.  ¥or many years past the In.
dian population has been rapidly diminishing by diseases introduced by the
whites, internal disscnsions. and, in some cases,” byjwant™of fond. At
Iumbolde buv, and ut other places on the coast, where they depend almoss
wholly on fish and .crabs. many sicken and;dio ‘every winter; and if the
benevolert designs of our government for their preservation and improve-
ment ave not speedily set in operation and vizorously prosecuted. the Ix-
diang, now wearing out a miserable existence along the coast, will all di»
of,

Back on the rivers awl wountaing, the "Indian: are generally a hale,
healthy. vizorous Inoking peonle. thnugh of small stneure.  They are al!
docile in their habits. and evinee a zreat desire to learn our language and
the urts of agriculture; with proper instructions and assistanee for a fow
vears, I have entire confillence in their reclamation from ignorance, idle-
ness and heathenising and their ability to maintain themselves and families.

On Raussian river, near Felix ranche, while our runners were out coilect-
ing the Indians for a grand pow-wow, I took 2 fow men for an eseort, with
five or six pack mules to carry our provisions, hlankets, &e.. for presents,
and ciossed the mountains into the valley of Clear lake: we found a blind
trail. and the ronte vory difficult: distanee from fifteen tn twenty miles.
The cight tribes, whojeluim the valley and luke, were apprised of our un-
proach, and their chiefs and headmen came promptly to our eamp to learn
- what the great chisf at Washineton haed to propose.  ‘Ther said some white
men had heen there, and made treaties with them, but dil nnt live up to
them, and they were now sutisfied thev were not biy ehirfe. After o num-
ber of interviews and explauation, which my sveretary’s journal will give

vou more fully, we fnally ennelwdedl o treaty on the 20t August, which. i¢

approved and prompily cavried ont by the Indion Department, will. I am
in lopes, quiet the Indiana in that quarter. and secure the safety af the
white settlements in the neighboring villeys of Nappa, Russian river, &ec.
T am very glad now that I took the lake in my route. as the Indians
were i a very unsettled, unsatisfactory condition. and doubties med:-
tating revenge awl reprisals on the whites in the scttiements, against
whain, a3 well as the military which went out against them last vear, thev
make louwd complaints,. "That they have sufered severely by the war, anid
also by disease, indueed by privation, 1 bave ne doubt.  After much ro-
flection, personal examination, nn:l cansultation with Major Wessetts of the
caeort. and with (General Estell of the State militia, who kindly accompa-
nied me to the Jake, I conelndad to veserve and set apart the whole ralley,
and, if practicable. induce the entire Indian papulation, seattered along the
coast abont Bogeda, Pemloma, &e., to San Franciseo, together with thos »
on Russtan river, and the heal waters of Eel river, tn remove to and cola-
nize there. I do not think another location so eompletely isolated, and in
all respects so desirable for the settlement and improvement of three or
four thousand Tudians, ean be found in the State.  The valley has, at pre-
sent, no white inhabitants, and there are no claimants to any part of it
except Don Salvadore Vallejo. nf Sonnma, who is said to have a grazing
and ranching privilege from the Mexican governorand alout sixteen leagues
in that quarter. Generally this grant i3 considered of no validity or value
whatever; and that lie has but little confidence in it himself is plain,
from the fact of his offering to sell his interest in it for some five or six
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thousand dellars. If it should ever hecome desirable to quiet this claim,

which I think altogether improbable, the government can well afford to i

" ity as it will obtain for the white settlers a far more desirable country on
Russian river, and now in possession of the Indians. With the general
plan proposed the Indians on. the lake were well satisfied, and several of
their wr:ncxpa.l chiefs returned with me to Hussian river, and rendered im-
portant aid in negotiating a treaty with four of the largest bands on thas
river.

Copies of hoth these treaties will be forwarded for vour examination at
an o'n'lv day, as soon as my secretary ean find some better accommodations
for writing than on his knee, in the open air, or with the light afforded by
a camp lire. I will here mH that tho tribes last treated with are to re-
move to the lake within one year, or as soon as the necessary arrangements
are male by your department. 1t will be of the utmost lmpm-t..nce to the
peace and security of this State that full and liberal provision be marde by

~the ensuing Con«rress for .,an)m«r nut these Calitorma treaties as early in
the coming year ns may he at .all practicadle.

Finding it impossible to visit on this journey many of the smaller tribes
or bands scattered among the mountains of the cnast range, amdl on *he
coast sonth of Humnolm. aml that it was quite necessary that sete one av
two white men should be xelected to advise, and protect if necessary, the
Indians treated with in my absence, and until resident sub-agents are an-
peinted, [arranged with Cien. LstLH of Vallejo, and Mr. Gunrve Parker
Armstrong, ot Russian river, to attend to these matters, and paxtlculariv
to the delivery and ,wmw' (lhtnbutmn of beef and flour, stipulated to he
furnished the prcsunt fall and ensuing winter; the beel” (100 head for each
treaty) I aet fromn Gen, Estell: the flour (]O 000 [bs. for each treaty) from
Messrs. Morchead, Waddington & Co., San Francisco, hoth to he paid for
after Congress dhall have made the necvssary appropriations. This arrange-
ment I consider highly fortunate for the country, and exe eeddingly liberal on
the part of the aentlemen named: especially when it is considered that
both are to be furnished at the /owest cash prices at the time of (e-
livery.

Mr. Arinstrong, besiles visiting the lake occasionally, will, in the present
month. visit all the Tdlians in the coast range and on the coust not alrearly
treated with, ascertain their nuinbers and arrange with their chiefs to mest
me at some copvenicht point in the Son()m.. and Russian river valleys, at
some time during the pusun fall or ensuing c.pr)n y as Ty find pnssmi--
.nftcr the prt‘sent expedition : nean time he is to report the facts to me at

San Franciseo by the first November.

After leaving Mr. Armgstrong’s ranche, the last settfement on fhe traii,
tmvellmz over some stupendous mountains, we descended inta the first val-
ley on the south fork of Eel river, near its sovree, and fonmd in a little
valley, called by the Tndians Betumki, five small trxbe.s, viz:
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Cne or two other small parties were absent across a mountain and could
not be seen.  In all, this valley may contain 440 or 475, We reinuined
two days in this valley, and supplied them liberally with beef and hard
bread, and as many blankets, shirts, &c., as our small stock would atiord.
About 20 miles further on the trail, after crossing another ridge of moun-
tains we descended agnin to the river, and in a valley called Batin~du-kia,
found anaother Indian settlement.  They were of the same geueral flock or
fawily of Indiang, but spoke a somewhat diflerent lingo or dialect, and we
had more difficulty in getting thein to understand our objects.  Many of
them had never seen a white man, a horse, or a cun hefore, and were cons
sequently cextremely timid and fearful. They bhad twe principal chiefs,
Lum-ka and Come-a-cho-ca, and their rancheros were reported (o costain
153 men, 200 women,; ana 144 ehildren—497. Oni: or two other smail
parties did not come in, and may increase the total nwnber in this valley
to 600 xonls, We remained here one day, killed for then: one or ‘two
beeves, and made them sunidry presents, with which they appeared inuch
pleased, and prowised o treat kindly ail white men who.may hereafter
pass through their country.  The Indtans in both valley should, T think,
be removed to the Clear lake.  They will be invited to meet me for con-
sultation on Russian river, when Mr. Armstronyr shall Lave arranged the
time and place, " I gave them certificates in writing o1 their good conduct
to us, and recommemling them 1o the protection of the whites passing
through their country. -

These were the last Indizns we conld compunicate with, though we saw
several other sinodll parties on the mountains: and «iter wa again descended
to the river, ull we met after leaving Batin-da-kia speak i different /ingo,
and were supposed to belong to the genrral family who live below them on
this river. On our arcival here J visited Hunbaldt to ebtain some supplies,
and if possible interpreters, to open a communication with the tribes ia our
neighborhood.  In the latter T was unsuccessful, the only two mer who
understand their language being absent in tlie mines on Trinity river, cishty
or one hundred milex distant. Through Mr. Robinson, who resides near, and
his squaw wife, 1 have been able to get a number of the Indians 1 visit
our camp, to whom we have made presents, At present, the Indians here
and at Humboldt bay are guict and pearcable, express a desire to work for
the settlers, eat their food, and leurn their arts; all which is desirable, and
it is a source of much regret that we cannot, for want of interpreters, con-
clude a formal treaty with them. This, from the necessity of the case, will
have to be postponed till sorae future time.  1n the mean time I shall make
them some more presents as roon as the messenger sent for the goods to
Port Trinidad, ubout forty miles, returns, and set off a reservation of land
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for them at or near the inouth of this river, which is twelve or fourteen
tiles by the channel below our camp, and by the coast fifteen or sixteen
toiles south from Humboldt, This appears to be necessary at the present
time, to avoid difficnlties hereafter with our own people, whn are moving
into ani settling upon claims in this fertile and beautiful valley every day.
Here the lands are exceedingly rich, well watered, convenient to timber,
and irrigntion wholly unnecessary. Such alvantages will insure to this
vicinity a speedy settlement.

It hias been suggestes| to me by Mr. Dupere, (formerly of Norfolk, Va.
now a merchant in Humboldt,) and others, that zo more eflectual way to
benefit these Tndians could be devised than to have for their use two or
three pairs of good work oxen to breals up a few acres of 1and to he planted
for them in potatoes anid other vegetables, and thus at once give them
some idea of the advantages of cultivating the soil. T have the matter un-
tler advisement, and may adopt the suggestion if some of the gentlemen in
the neighhorhooid will volunteer their services and see the plan carried out.
'The general character of the soil on this river, and the mountains also, even
to their surmits, is that of exceeding fertility. On the very tops of the
mountains, many thousand feet above the ocran, we found grass of the
finest kind in greal abundance, interspersed with groves ot the most mag-
pifieent timber, We eneamped a few nights since under a redwood fifty-
five feet in circumference six feet from the ground, and between two and
three hundred feet hicgh, [ measured another, which had heen burned at
the roots and blawn down, three hundred ard twenty-five feet in length.
Annther gentleman of our party found a tree eighty-seven feet in the girth
tour feet from the ground.

The river here is affected by the tide and may be navigated by very small
hoats as high as the junction of the South and Middle forks—say forty to
fitty miles. IMere and there it alfords fine wide prairie bottoms, but in gen-
eral the bottomns are heavily timbered with redwoal, maple, alder, &e.
"The climate being very fine and uniforin 1 anticipate that all the good lamils
will be very soon appropriated by actual settlers.

I expeet ta remain here untii the 18th instant to recrnit our animals and
then resume ot march for the Klamath, via Humboldt, Evieka, Union and
Port Trinidad., We have still a long jonrney before us am) mapy Indians
to visit, and, if possible, coneiliate.  Since leaving Sonoma ve have had
five or siv days of wet weather, from which some conclude that the rainy
season will this year set in early. If it should, our operations will be ne-
cessarily enspended. My escort will probably take up winter quarters and
[ <hall be forced to dixhand my party and return by the coast to San Fran-
cisco,  Jindulge the hope that if the rains do pot set in till the usual time,
say first part of November, that T can keep the field and vet accomplish
wnech, if not ail the work before me in the northern part of the State,  All
agree as to the importance of the undertaking, and personally T am anxious
to avoid the labor and expense of another expedition.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: REDICK McKEE.

Hon. Lukr T.Ea,

Commissioner of Indian Affuirs, Washington City.
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