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Canmp AT Bra Beyp or EnL river,
Twelue miles southeast from Humboldt, Sept. L2, 1851,

Sir: My last letter was dated San Franciseo, July 28th, to which refer-
ring, I have now the honor to report, that on the 8th ultirio T joined my
«cscort of thirty-six mounted men, under command of Brevet Major H. W.
Wessetts, at Sonoma, and on the morning of the 11th commenced our mareh
fsr Humboldt bay.

As our route would be mainly throngh an uninhabited arul almost unex-
plored region, we sturted with thirty days’ rations, on pack mules, with o
drove of one hundred and sixty head of cattle elose in wur rear. The
cattle were sent aleng by General Estell, of Vallego, with the understand-
ing that the escort party and my own should pay for the number used at
the current rates of the country, leaving his agent ta dispose of those re-
maining to the miners on the Klamath.

Owing to the want of funds in the Indinn depurtment, I was forced to

-cmploy men to manage my own pack train, whose wagos, at the rates paid

hy Major Wegsetts, say eighty to enc hundred dollars per month, will add
Lirgely 1 my expenses.  The mules required, except three or four riding
animals, which I had to purchase, were, with thirty davs’ rations for twelve
men, furnighed by the department at Benicia; our estimates were quite low
enougl: for, by the 9th instant, when we reached the first white settle.
ments on this river. (four weeks and one day out) our supplies were pretty
well exhausted.  Qur cararan consisted of seventy men, one hundred and
forty horses and mules, und one hundred and sixty head of cattle; of
course refevence to grass and water wag of the first importance in selecting
our camps, The general course from Sonoma to this place is northwest,
and the distance not far from two hundred and £ty miles. The first seventy
-or eighty miles up the valley of Sonoma ereek and Russian river, were
:acoomplished with but little comparative difficulty; but frem the time we
Jeft Russian river at its source and commenced crossing, what our guide,

Mr. Thomas Scabeing, called tho divids between Russian und Eel rivers, -

10f6



Redick McKee to Luke Lea, Document no. 74 in "Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs," September 12,
1851, H. Exec. Docs., 32nd Cong., 1st Sess., Vol. 2, Doc. 2, Pt. 3, pp. 498-503 (636).

Scanned by KJD - 2009

Doe. No. 2. 459

we had for about one hundred miles a successton of hills, monntains, gulches,
gorges, and sundry such as are not to be found east of the Rocky moun-
tains, and but seldom even in California or Oregon. I am happy to say,
however, we accomplished the journey with unexpected rafety. Our men
are all in lealth, aud we lost but one horse, three or four mules, and gix
or cight head of cattle—the former broke down, the latter strayed off, and
were probzbly stolen by the Indians.

At Sonoma I was fortunate in securing the services of Geo. Gibbs, ceq.,
formerly of New York, and recently attached to the Indian commission m
Oregon. e is acquainted with the Schinook or Chinook language, and
the jargon spoken by all the tribes on the horders of Oregon and Cali-
fornia. e s, moreover, o practical topographical engineer; has kept a
journal of our entire route, and will furnish me, I hope in time for my
annual report, a correet map or reconneissance of the trail from Sonoma,
showing the exact position of all the importint vivers, lakes, momtaing
and valleys, together with & synopsis of the varions dialects of thie ribes
we rhall have met. In seleeting reservations with a view to eotleet and
colonize the remnants of the tribes scattered in all diveetions over this
coust and mwang the nonntaing, it is fmportant that close attention he paid
to similarity of lungnage. customs, &e.

On this journey, as elsewhere in California, T have found the [ndian
population almest wniversally overvated as to nmubers, wud underrared as
to intellizence and enpacity  for dmprovement.  From information at
Benicin, Sonoma. &eoo T wae led o oxpeet that 1 should find twa or three
thousand Indinns on Russian river, at least three thousand on Clear
lake, and two thowsand fve hundred ur three thousand on Iel river.
After pussing theough their country, and counting rvery soul v bolf a
dozen rancheroy, v test the weeuracy of their own cstimates us well as
those of the whites, Linake the actual number Jess than ene-half, generally
abont two-fifthy of the number usually estimataed Ly the settlers below.

3. Toothe valleys of Renama and Russian river there may be in
all, KL - - - - - - - 1,200
2, 0o Clewr lake sl mcantains adjacent . - - 1,00

0

8. To the two fivst valleys of south fovk of Bl river, with language
and customs simiter o the above, and who should be colon-
e with thew, from 1,000 10 1,100, say - - - 1,100
4. Ou the conxt, from tke old Russian settlement at Fort Ross,
dowu to Ban Frandisco, and arcund the bay, by St. Raphael,
Pelutoma, &e. - - - - - - 500
5. On the wountains sud valleys of B¢l river, Seuth, Middle and

Vanderson's forks, and about its mouth - 500

fi. From the mouth of Eel river south, on --— river, Cape
Mendocino, und to Fort Rors, say - - - . 100

7. On Hunboldt Lay, und north to Mad river, 2 mile orac above
the head of the buy . .- - - - 300
Total - - 5000

Having us yet visited but one or two rancheros on the coast, I do not
offer the above estimate with much confidence, though 1 think it approxi-
mates the truth, while it is only about one-third ar one-fourth of the num-

20of 6



Redick McKee to Luke Lea, Document no. 74 in "Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs," September 12,
1851, H. Exec. Docs., 32nd Cong., 1st Sess., Vol. 2, Doc. 2, Pt. 3, pp. 498-503 (636).

Scanned by KJD - 2009

500 Doc. No. 2.

ber generally estimoated by the old settlers.  ¥or many vears past the In.
dian population has been rapidly diminishing hy discases introduced by the
whices, internal dizsensions. an:d, in some cases,” hyiwant“of fond. At
Ilumbolde buyv, and ut other places on the coast, where they depend almost
wholly on fish and ,erabs. many sicken antd;die ‘every winter; and if the
Denevolent designs of our government for their preservation and improve-
ment ave not speedily et in operntion and vizorously prosecuted, the I
diang, now wearing out o miserable existence along the coast, will all di»
of.

Back on the rivers aund wmountains, the "Tndians are cenerally o hale,
Eealthy. vigorous Inoking peonle. though of small stnure. They are al!
docile tn their habits. and evinee a great desire to learn our language an:l
tho arts of agriculture: with proper instructions and assistanee for a fow
yeavs, I have entire confidence in their reclamation from ignorance, idle-
ness and heathenisi, and their ability to mamtain themselves and families.

On Russian rviver, neae Felix ranche, wiile our runners were out collact-
ing the Indiana for a gvand pow-wore, I took n fow men for an eseort. with
five ov six pack mules to carey our provisions, hlankets, &e.. for presents,
and cirossed the mountains into the valley of Cleur lake: we found o blind
trail, and the rore very diffienit: distanee from fifreen to twenty miles,
The efwrht tribes, wholeluim the valley and luke, were apnrised of our ap-
proach, and their chiefs and heathnen came promptly to our camp to learn

“what the great chiof at Washineton tadd to propose. They said some white

men had been there, and made treaties with them, hut dill nnt live np to
them, and they were now satisfiod they were not by eliivfe. After o num-
ber of interviews and explumtions, which my seerctary’s journal will give
rou more fully, we finally conchudel a treaty on the 20th August, which, if
approverll and promptly carried out by the Indian Department, will, I am
in lopes, quict the Indians in that quarter. anl secure the safety of the
white settlements in the neizhboring villeys of Nappa. Russian river, &e.
T am very glad now that I took the lake in my route. as the Indians
were in a very unsettled, unsutisfactory condition, and doubties medi-
tating vevenge and reprizals on the whites in the scttiements, amninst
whoin, as well as the military which went out aguinst them last vear, they
make loud complaints.. That they have suffered severely by the war, and
ulso by disease, imluced by privation, T have no doubt.  After much re-
flection, personal examination, un:l consultation with Major Wessetts of the
escort. and with General Bstell of the State militia, who kindly accompa-
niet me to the lake, I eoncluded to veserve and =ot aparct the whole ralley,
and, if practicable, induce the entire Indian population, seattered along the
coast about Bogeda, Petaloma, &e., to San Francisen, together with thos .
on Russtan river, and the head waters of Eel river, to remove to and colo-
nize there. I o not think annther loeation 20 eompletely isolated, and in
all respects so desirable for the settlement and improvement of three or
four thousand Tiwdinns, ean be found in the State.  The valley has, at pre-
sent, no white inhabitants, and there are no claimants to any part of it
except Don Salvadore Vallejo, nf Sonoma, who is said to have a grazing
and ranehing privilege from the Mexican governorand ahout sixteen leagues
in that quarter. Generally this grant is considered of no validity or value
whatever; and that he huas but little confidence in it himsell is plain,
from the fact of his offering to sell his interest in it for some five or six
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thousand dollars. If it should ever hecome desirable to quict this claim,
which I think altogether improbable, the government can well afford to iy
it, as it will obtain for the white settlers a far more desirable COUntry on
Russian river, and now in possession of the Indians. With the general
plan proposed the Indians on the lake were well satizfied, and nvu.xl of
their m*m(:lpal chiefs returned with me to Russian river, and rendered in:-
portant aid in negotiating a treaty with four of the lavgest bands on thas
river.

Copies of hoth these treaties will be forwarded for yvour examination at
an 0'11‘.\ uld\, ay sonit s my -mmet,ny can find some hr ter accommodations
for writing than on kis knee, in the open air, or with the light afforded by
a camp hre. I will here d(“ that the tribes last treated with ure to ye-
move tn the lake within one year, or as SO0 as the necessary arrangements
are made by your department. It will be of the utmost Jmpmtunce to the
peace and security of this State that full and liberal pro\mon be mnade by
the ensuing Con«rross for .,an)mn nut these Califorma treaties as early in
the coming year ns may he at .all practicadle.

Findisg it impossible to visit on this Journey many of the smaller tribes
or bands scattered among the mountains of the cnast range, and on *he
coast. sonth ef Huaboldt, and that 1t was quite necessary that sene one o
two white men shon l(l he selected to wldvise, and protect if necessary. the
Indians trvated with in my absence, and until resident sub-ngents are ap-
peinted; [ arranged with Gen. E .\tt_‘” of Vallejo, and Nr. Gen nrge Parke:
Armstrong, of Russian river, to attend to these matters, and pdlt)(’ll]’l"l‘-’
to the delivery and proper distribution of beef and ﬂmxr, stipulated to he
furnished the present fall .m«l ensuing winter: the beef (100 head for each
treaty) T acet fromn Gen. Estell: the tlour (10,000 [bs. for each treaty) from
Moessrs. \Iorchmd W mlrlmvton & Co., San Irancisco, both to be paid for
after Congress chall have made the necessary appropriations. This arrange-
ment I consider higlily fortunale for the comntry, and exc eedingly liberal o
the part of the gentlemen named: especially when it is considered tha!
both are to be furmshed at the (mweest cash prices al the time of de-
livery.

Mr. Avmstrong, besbdes visiting the lake occasionally, will, in the pr--wm
month, visit all the Tulians in the eoast range andl on the coust nnt alrealy y
tecated with, ascertain their numbers and arrange with their chiefs to meet
me at some convenient point in the Sonnmf: and Russian river valleys, at
some time during the pusuxt fall or ensuing spring, as I may find possible
after the present expedition : mean time he is to repart the facte to me a2
San Francisco by the first November.

Atter leaving Mr. Armnstrong’s ranche, the last settfement on fhe trait,
tmvelhnx_{ over some stupendous mountains, we descended into the first val-
lev on the south tork of Eel river, near its source, and found in a little

valley, called by the Tadians Betumki, five small tribf)s, ViZ:
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Sa-min-to, Cact-tenah, oo viii s venes 15 ) i Ty 1 569

| ! | 280

Cne or two other small parties were absent across @ mountuin and could
not be seen.  In all, this valley may contain 450 or 475, We reinuined
two days in this valley, and supplied them liberally with beef and hard
bread, and as many blankets, shirts, &c., as our small stock would arord.
About 20 miles further on the trail, after crossing another ridge of moun-
tains we descended agnin to the siver, and in o valley called Batin-da-kia,
found another Indian settlement. They were of the same graeral flock or
farily of Indians, but spoke a somewhat different lingo or dialect, and we
had more diffictlty in getting themn to understand our objucts.  Many of
them had never seen a white man, a horse, or a cun hefore, and were con-
sequently exiremnely timid and fearful.  They had two principal chiefs,
Lum-ka and Cun-a-cho-ca, and their rancheros were reported to contain
153 men, 200 women; and 144 children—497. One or two other smail
parties did not come in, and may inecrease the total number in this valley
to 600 sonls. We remained here one day, killed for then: one or "two
beeves, and made themn sundry presents, with which they appeared nuch
pleased, and promised to treat kindly all white men who.may hereufter
pass through their country.  The Indians in both valley should, T think,
be removed to the Clear Take.  They will be invited to incet me for con-
sultation on Russian river, when Mr. Armstrong shall bave arranged the
time and place. " T gave them certificates in writing of their good conduct
to us, and recommending them 1o the protection of the whites pussing
through their country. :

These were the last Indizns we conld cominunicate with, though we saw
several other sinall parties on the mountains: and witer wa again descended
to the river, all we met after leaving Batin-da-kia speak w-difierent /'ngo,
and were supposed to belong to the general family who live below them on
this river. On our arrival here Jovisited Hutabaldt to ebtain some supplies,
and If possible interpreters, to open a communication with the tribes in our
neighborhood.  In the latter T was unsuccessful, the only two mer: who
understand their languayre being absent in the mines on Trinity river, cighty
or one hundred miles distant.  Through Mr. Robinson, who resudes near, and
his squaw wife, 1 have been able to yet a number of the Indians to visit
our camp, to whom we have made presents, At present, the [ndians here
and at Humboldt bay are guict and pearcabile, express o desire to work for
the settlers, eat their food, and learn their arts; all which is desirable, and
it is a source of much regret that we cannot, for want ol interpreters, con-
clude a formal treaty with them. This, from the necessity of the case, will
have to be postponed till sore futare time.  1n the mean time I'shall make
them some more presents ac roon as the messenger sent for the goods to
Port Trinidad, ubout forty miles, returns, and sct off a reservation of land
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for them at or near the mouth of this river, which is twelve or fourteen
tailes by the channel below our camp, and by the coast fifteen or sixteen
wiles south from Humboldt, This appears to be necessary at the present
tune, to avoid difficnlties hereafter with our own peaple, who are moving
into and settling upan claims in this fertile and beautiful valley every day.
Here the lands are exceedingly rich, wull watered, connment to timber,
and irvigntion wholly wnnecessary. Such ml\antagee will insure to this
vicinity a speedy settlement,

It hias been suggested to me by Mr. Dupere, (formerly of Norfolk, Va.
now a merchant in Humbnldt,) and othess, that no more eflectual way to
benefit these Tndians could he devised than to have for their use two or
three pairs of good work oxen to breuk npa few acres of 1and to he planted
for them in potatoes anid other vegetahles, and thus at once give them
some idea of the advantages of cultivating the soil. T have the matter un-
ver advisement, and may adopt the kuo:w-ctmn if some nf the gent]emen mn
the neighborhood will volunteer their services and see the plan carried out.
The (renmal character of the soil on this viver, and the mountains also, even
to their sunmits, is that of exceeding f'(-rhht) On the very tops of the
mountains, many thousand feet ahove the ocean, we found grass of the
finest kind in great abundance, interspersed with groves ot e most mag-
aifieent timber,  We eneamped & few nights since under a redwood fifty-
five feet in circamberence six foet from the ground, and between two and
three handred feet high, [ measured another, which had heen burned at
the roots and blown :lm\n three hundred and twenty-five feet in length.
Annther gentleman of ony parh found a tree eighty-seven feet in the rnrth
foor feet from the ground.

The river Aere is affeeted by the tide and may be navigated by very small
hoats as high as the junction of the South and Middle forlm—sn) forty to
ffty miles.  Here and there it affords fine wide prairie bottoms, but in gen-
eral the battoms are heavily timbered with redwond, mple, alder, &e.
'The ¢limate: heing very fine and unitorm 1 ¢ 'mhcxpdte that all the aood lands
will be very s00n dpproprmte(l by actual settlers.

I expect to remain here untii the 15th m:tant to recruit our animals and
then resume ot march for the Klmmth, via Humboldt, Euveka, Union and
Port Trinidad.  We have still a long journey before us an) many Inthans
to visit, and, if possible, conciliate. Since leaving Sonoma vie have had
five or six days of wet w mther, from which some conclude that the rainy
season wi]l this year »t in early. Ifit should, our operdtmm will be ne-
cessarily enspended. My escort will probably fake up winter qarters and

I shall bu forced to dishand my party and return by the coast to San Fran-
cisco,  Iindulge the hope that if the rains do not set in till the usual time,
say first part of November, that T can keep the field and yet accomplish
wiich, i not. ail the work Lefare e in the northern part of the State,  All
agree as to thé importanee of the unlIerrdng and personally T am anxious
ta avoid the labor and expense of another e\pﬂhtmn

I am, very rmpecttulh, your osedient sersant,
REDICK McKEE.

Hon. Lukr T.ra,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington City.

Scanned by KJD - 2009 6 of 6



