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San Fraxcisco, Octoder 14, 1351,

Sir: Referring to wy communication of the 30th ult. to the departisent,
I now proceed to make a hrief statement relative to the appearance. man-
ners, habits and customs of those Indians with whom T have negotiated,
and a brief sunimary of the negotiation. '

The Indians of this country do not differ from those of the Atiantie
States as materially as i gencrally represcuted.  They are evidentiy ohe
and the same great family, extending over the entire American conlinent,
differing only so Jar as chimate and the products of the soil are caletiated
to produce,

That the characteristics of the human organization are modified by cli-
mate and the products of the country, I presume does not admit of success-
ful controversy., We find in tropical climates abounding in fruits, and but
few or no wild animals suitable {or food, that the natives are mild and indo=~
lent the cenervating effeets of climate and tlie Lounteous provisions fur-
nisheil; by nature, way justly be ascribed as the controlling rauses ot these
characteristics.  Those living, again, in the mild and temperate zone par-
take of the nuture of the climate, modified more or less by the quslity and
quantity of the nuinerous products suitable for food. In such a citmnie we
would expect 10 find the natives mild but more active, pussessing a Ligher
physical and mental deveiopment ; and, finally, those living in a coldvr re-
gion, abounding with fruits and plentifully supplied with gaine, we find of
a better physical organization, and a higher tone of mental development,

The aLorigim‘s of, this country are as much the prodrcls, if 1 way so
speak, of the clitnate soil and its fiuits, as of that of any of nuture’s warks.
This being admitted, we readily show the difference belween the Inidizans of
California and those of the Atlantic States, at the same thne desgniting
their leading characteristics, .

In the valleye we find a mild, equal and temperate ¢limate threrhout
the country :"the indigenous products suitable for foud not so abunuant,
however, as in the tropical Intitudes, constantly requiring of the natives, in
order 10 supply their wants, a great portion of their time in precuring their
food.

There is an abundance of game in these locations, such as the vk and
antelope, beth of which are with difficulty captured, being found en the
open plains.  The rivers abound in fish, obtained at certain sciasons.

In procuring their foor a degree of industry is requisite, and thus wi have
a full type'in the higher organization of the climate, animal and vegorable
products of the country.

These Indians, like the climate, are mild, passive and tranquil : ind.stri-
ous through’ necessity, and onlv so far as necessity requires, in providing
for their daily wants.

The large game above referred to being so difficult to procure, they con-
tent themselves with the vegetable products and the lesser animals more
easily obtained, fiom the Aere down to small vermin; thus procuring their
food through patient perseverance, and showing the valley Indirns to be
mild, patient, submissive and tractable.

The mountain Indians differ from those in the valleys as materially as.

do the climate and its products. There they have a cold, bracing atmos-
phere, abounding in game, with but a sparse vegetable product ; the climate-
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requmng a full animal diet, compels them to pursue the chase and encounter
its penils.

The deer abournd in the mountains, and it becomes necessary for the
Indians to toil in their pursuit if they expect to procure their meat for foorl,
in deing which they undergo great physical exertion, which the climate and
its p.m.ucta are well calculated to sustain. And thus we have a race of
beings immediately adjacent to the former, yet differing widely from them
in every respect; bere are athletic, wild, brave, mdependenf and nea-
suraxly intractable beings, their ph\ sical a.l mental organization far su-
pericr 1o those in the nllc‘,s. And there is a third and intermediate race,
whosr abodes are hetween the plains, and immediately within the foot-hills.
thus samning three separate and distinet races, all within a few degrees of
Tong:=ule of eacl other. The tribes possess interinediate characteristics of
the ether two, showing as perfect gradation in their leading traits as there
Is in the climate and products of the country in which they Tlive.

The marked Lhdldl.t(‘l istics of the mountain and valley Indians, as spolken
of previously, not only exist within one or more degrees of lonzitude, but
in latitude we find a perfect gradation from the extreme south to the ex-
treme: north, imperceptible it Is true, in adjacent tribes, but by comparing
the vailey Indians of the south with those of the head waters of the Sacra-
mento, the great diiference is very apparent.  Here they are fearlessly brave
and x.me](hnrr in their mdepuulcnce, contending lneroxcalls for supremacy
on the:soil of their ancestors.

The valley Indians are mild and tlartnb]e, making good and faithful
labo“--&, subtisting to correctmn, and, if in fanlt, to correction without
murauring.  In this respect is apparent the greaiest dissimilarity between
the Atlantic and Pacific tribes. The }ormer possess an uncenquerable
spirit of independence s in subduinyg that spirit you destroy the heing 3 not
50, however, with the latter: they are mild, IMS:I\ e, and intuitively obedient
to the white man, aml are more easily domesticated than those on the At-
lantie.  With judicious managerent their condition can he materially imn-
proved, and ina short time placed heyond want. Thise an also be effectei
with tlie mountain Indians; -iter having been Jeeated in the valleys and
foot-hills for some years, they will assume the traits of those tribes. But,
as stated in a former rommunication, this will require tu..e and judicious
manageient.

The foregoing statements are not made to substuntiate a preconceiverd

* theorv, but ure Based upon mature reflection, after having seen, studiel
and compared the different {ribes, one with the otier, from the Colorado
river xouth to the head waters of the Sacramento river nm[h, living in the
mountaing, plains and foot-hills.

It ix a difficnlt matter to oblain from them « reason for the performancs
of many of their veremonies, or their belief in relation to a })xenous 0,
future stute of existence. 'Thetr veremanies are nmnerous, which they per-
form with great (nl'\()llfm,s}m\\m" evilence of intense fudmrr This is
Innate and pe(u]m to all lman beings, and the most en]xghtmod wili
fail to give a more satisfactory reason than that of yie/ding to intuitive feel-
ing ol sorrow for the dead, or joy for the hounteous gifts of Providence,

'I‘}u\ are evidently (nntmllen and governed by a belief in some Great
Spirits and, like wost of the ignorant "and imbecile of the humin mxmh,
they are actuated by fear, This spirit of theirs is considered a5 a0 evil
one, and afflivts them with all the evils that ¢ flesh is heir to.” They
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sometimes attempt to conciliate it by offerings, in nrder to obrain fish, fruits
and seeds; and again will torture it and burn it, making an cffigy to sub-
serve their purpose ; all of which is dore for and in behalf of their dead,
thereby assisting them to reach good hunting grounds, and to cross a streamn
which 1s very difficult; in fact, so much so, that none but the good are sup-
posed to cross it. They burn some of the bodies of the dead that the wolf
and bear may not devour them, believing that if such were the case they
woull be transmigrated into the form of the animal which destroyed them.
"Their general appearance will not compare favorably with the Atlantic
Indians, particularly those living in the valleys. The women are low in
stature and heavily set, yet remurkably well made, and possessing small
feet and delicately tapered hands ; great slaves to their lords and masters,
gathering all the joud from the vegetable kingdom, and preparing it for
consinption. They are faithful ; infidelity to their husbands is punished
with death. And thisis one of the fruitful causes of dilfculty between
the whites and themselves. They are not prolifiein child-bearing ; indeed,
they scldom have more than two. This may be owing to the fact that
they varely wean their children until they are six or eizht years old.  Their
incessant toil and manner of life inay be another cause tending to repress
sexual desire.  There is nothing to excite the imagination, as the men are
entirely nude.  Polygamy is common, some chiefy having.several wives.
The men are finely formed, with the exception of the head, (it lacks the
bold contour of the Atlantic Indians,) with low and heavy features: their
average height about five feet five inches, though T have measured with

several of my height, (six feet oneinch.) Some of the valley tribes are:

large, particularly those in the Sacramento and Feather river; low down
at these points they get an abundance of fish, znd thix imay be a favoring
vause,

The Willie, Cches and Hoek Indians are the fargest of the valley tribes,
Some of the {ormer have sandy hair and hazel eyes, an exception to their
race prenerally, the causes of which are vel to be ascertaied. '

Those tribes living high up in‘the mountains are generally larger and
finer looking, with fairer skins and higher cast of finturer : and, as previously
stated, more independent. The vountry aflords thei a great variety of
products, from whieh they collect their food.  The acorn being their great
staple of consumption, one of the just causes of thelr conplaints is that
the white man is destroying their oaks. The mansinette, 2 sinall apple, is
also an article of food with then.  Tndeed, there is a great variety of sceds,
berries, and vegetable products that have hitherto supplied their wants.
PBut their brood fields are tast disappearing, and will continue to do so as
the white popnlation increases, until their resources aml hounteous nature
are gone from them. In the rean while, we would wish to teach them
husbandry, that they may learn to produce from smail kelds a sufficiency to
supply their wants. :

The salmon abonnd in these streams,  The Indians cunstruet dams en-
tirely across the river, driving down poles in a peculiar manner, holding
the maul or driver up in the air while they repeat an invoeation.  They
then fill it up by wicker-work of the wiilows; in adopting which method
for trapping the fish, they cut off, in a measure, the supplies of those living
above on the same strearos. At all events they are there abundantly cup-
plied ; and this may be the favoring cause of their superior development.

The Indians living higher up canhot construct these duns, owing (o the
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rapidity .of the current. They use the spear and seine, which they make
from the native hemp. ' .

They are singularly expert in the water, I saw an Indian swim out in
Pitt river, dive down and bring up a large salmon, suspemd it above water,
and there hold it while lie swam tfor the shore, using his iect only, as hoth
arms were engaged in holding aloft the fish, '

It is to be regretted that in most of the reservations given to them there
is but Jittle good tillable soil; and yet it was difficult, if not impossible, to
locate them elsewhere. The {ndians would not consent to move further
from their mountain howes than the foot-hills ; and indeed, 1 could not take
them down in the valleys, as there the soil is in the possession of the hus-
bandan, producing for the pressing demands of a large and increasing
population.

The reservation between the Stanislaus and Tuolurane rivers will be
about eight by twelve miles square, and very paor soil ; indeed some of it,
on a dry creck intermediate to the two rivers, if possible to irrigate, might
produce well.  Some little on the banks of these streams may be made to
produce ; with this exception the balance is poor and gravelly soil. Indeed
the Indians complained very much, and only consenled to go that they
might have a home in which they would be protected from the white man.
There is no goid as vet found In this reservation, but such as is washed
down these rivers.

The reservatinn in El Dorado county is about ten miles in breadth, and
twenty-five wiles in Jength. Tn this there are some small valleys that can
be cultivated ; the balance is broken and poor., There is more or less gold
in sore portions of the reservation; but as it is placer digpings (there being
no quartz claims as { could hear of) it will soon be washed out.

In relation.to this, T would suggest the policy of permitting those who
may wish to mine within the reservation to do so, requiring of them to
conform to the laws and regulations of the Indian bureau. [ believe if
this i not done, there will be a good deal of dissatisfaction, if not difficulty.
The very fact of a prohibition being placed on their going into a reserva-
tion will induce 1nany to violate the restrictipn, either through that perverse
fecling which is common to the human organization, as well as the lower
amimals, or under the Leliel that it must be rich'in gold. | regret that the
precious metal is found here, as il was the best reservation { could find,
thers being no other jocation with less objection than this; and those hos-
tile, who had caused so much troubic and expense to the State, conid not
be induced 1o come in elsewhere: E -

The reservation hetween the Yuba and Bear rivers is about twelve miles
square., Camp Far West is included within it. '

There is a porfion of one, and two other small valleys, that are wood
tillable soili the balavce rery poor and broken, although well culculaled
for #n Indian country, and would nof, most probably, have been occupied
by the whites, were it not adjacent to a rich and populous nining region.
As stated in a former communication, there are some improvements nade
by squatlers in these valleys, with a view of permanency.  And there is a
claim or grant, a portion of which is within the boundaries, all of which [
should have nroided had it been possible to do so in justice to both parties
(the whites and Indians.), 1 could not act otherwise.

I have treated with hands of Indians, a portion of whom Aard been nego-
tiafed with on - € rmer occasion by an officer of the State. They were
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patiently awaiting the fulfilment of fhat treaty, and in the meanwhile
were acting in conformity to those stipulztions themselves, by refraining
from all aggressions and hostilitics.  They were jealous of their rights,
and contended for their old homes; and I am confident, kad I refused this
reusonable request, they would have fled to the mountairs, and'immediately
cormmnenced hostilities.  As it is, they are now pledged to peace, and to
bring in the mountain tribes; which I pledge they will adkere 2o, if aliowed
10 retain Lheir present possession. 1 refer to this more purticularly, as it
was a subject made use of to subserve political purposes prior to the late
State election. The effect has been to cause considerable discontent with,
those living within the reservation, and induce them to malke an appeal to
Congress. to redress supposed grievances; which, it granted, must resnlt
very nnfavorably to the negotiations already effected.

1 trust the department will accredit me with having performed wy duties
in this instanee to thr hest of my abilities, both to the government and to
the citizens of Califurnia.

The reservation of the Chico treaty lies under the foot-hilis north of the
¥eather river; is about twenty miles in Jength and six in breadth: the soil
poor, with the exception of & small portion on a dry creek, which is richs
and if the Artesian wells are introduced here, (of which I have no donbt of
the practicability,) it will be amply sufficient for the suppert of the Luiians.
'There are some small bodies of good land in the Bute and Clico crceks;
within the boundaries; no gold as yet discovered in this section, with the
exception of that washed down the Feather river: und but one improve-
ment, and that to a limited extent.

~The reservation made in the Cotton Woord treaty is o very favorable one
for the Indians, heing about thirty-five miles square: embracing within its
houndaries an amount of good tillable soil, sufficient to support the numer-
nus Indians now living within its limits, and those in the adjucent Nevada,
Shasta, and coast ranges. This reservation is the heed of the groat Sacra-
mento valley, surronnded by the abovementioned range of mountuins, Tt
-5 supposed there may Le gold within, it having beer found, as usual, in
the main streamns, viz: the Sacrrmento and Pitt rivers. There are 10 im-
provements on’it, nor does any white wan live within it.  The Indians
!iving adjacent to it, particularly on the MeCloud fork of the Pitt river, are
very troublesome. Marauding bands are continualiy passing down from
their mountain fasinesses, sweeping the country of its stock: and on seve-
ral oceasions going into the town of Shasta and firing the buildings and
property. But a short time prior to my visit there they had captured an
entire train of pack mules, with their cargoes, and killed the muleteers.

Iimmedhately after negotiating the treaty at Major Reudings, which T had
considerable difficully in accomplishing, owing {0 the fuct that Major R. was
absent, the Indians manifesting but little or no confidence in any one but
him, T proceeded to the head of the Sacramento valley, about twenty-five
miles distant, ard there perfected the arrangements to go mindng these trou-
blesome Tndians on the north Pitt river, Twenty-five men were detailed
to accompany me, commanded by Lieutenants Stonerman and $Wright;
thirty odd of those Indians who hail been under the controlling influence
of Major Reading accompanied me, proposing it voluntarily, and appear-
ing desirous of showing their fidelity {0 me, as wel as a wish {0 encounter
the Ukas, their enemies ; the balance of my escort®were left at camp, in
command of Major Fitzgerald, himself and a number of the soldiers being
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on the sick list. I had transportation for six days’ rations, only three of
which were expended, and the men and animals were well nigh exhausted
in {ruitless attempts to capture some of the Indians. They§were apprised
.of my approach belore I arrived in thair rountry by their sentinels, who
were posted on the mountain tops, and by signal fires, by which they spread
the alarm far and wide. 1 would frequently see them down on the banks
of the river, and but a short distance from us; the rough character of the
zountry would present almost impassable barriers to our movements; to
them they were otherwise—ascending the rugged mountain cliffs with the
elerity of the wild goat. 1 was convinced that, without some stratagem,
we could not expect success; the Indians with us were unwilling to go fur-
ther in a chase than we eould ; 1 retraced my steps, crossing over a high
mountain on the eastern branch of the river, one of our Indians making
them a parting speech from an adjacent spur of the mountain, inducing the
hostiles to believe that I was leaving their country. T encamped that night
on a stream that empties into the east Pitt river, und early in the morning
took four men, accompanied by Licutenarnt Wyight and J. P. Harrison, the
guide; proceeded along the banks of the stream at as rapid a pace as the
rugged face of the country would admit of, and soon fell in “with a band of
the hostiles, and sueceeded in cutling off the retreat of a fow squaws und
children, whom I took te cainp, treating them kindly. From thence 1 was
necessitated to take them down to Major Reading’s, in order to prociire an
interpreter. Onoay areival at that pomt 1 found that their language could
not be understoed or spoken by the interpreter ; he promising, however, to
bringane an Indian in the morning who could copverse with them. 'fhe
morning arrived, and my captives had fled, and with them all my sanguine
itopes of making a peace with these hostiles for the fiine heing., Could I
have explained to them my mission, and taken them back to their people,
I should have succecded in having a tall, and doubtless effected a peace.
I'look wpen this as extremely unfortunate, as 1 was ambifiows of success
nere, and had, by dint ot great patience and personal exertion, so far suc-
cceded that [ Jooked to its final accomplishment with « degree of certainty ;
T felt it the move, #s 1t was irremediable at the time. ‘The rains admon-
ished me to leave the high latitudes ; most of the wen were sick ; my en-
sragements below were pressing ;5 and shonld I go among them again imme-
diately, I could not expect the same success. | was, consequently, com-
pelled to leave them as I fuund them, troablesome neighbors to tie whites.
T am now further confirmed in my communications to the department,
that these Inddians cinnot be subdued by waging awar with them,  The
rngged face of the country torbids it, and the Indian can pursue bis course
without halt, whenever he will, and live upon the indigenous products of
the so1l, where the white Caucasian tannot tread or transport his food.

Tt affords me great pleasure to state that Major Reading called on me a
<hurt time sinee, and very kindly proflerxl to visit these troublesnme tribes
soon after his return houre, and endeavor, if possible, to have a falk with
them, and explain the advantages of their being at peace with the whites.
He proposes taking a select party of the latter, and a hand of the friendly
Indians, in which | am to accompany him if my health is sufficiently re-
stored to do so. T feel extremely anxious to Lring these Indians in, for,
from my explorations in the above mentioned section of country, 1 am satis-
Led that it is rich in gold and other resources, which mnst reinain locked
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up unti] they are pacified, while the surrounding country is left materially
impeded indts developments.

I then proceeded down about sixty miles, and there made many ineffectual
attempts to effect negotiations with several troublesome bands living on the
eastern side of the coast and western side of the Nevada mountains.

The whites have been prosecuting a war against these tribes of late,
making it extremely difficult to approach them, [ went outwith three men
and an interpreter high into the Nevada range, but did not succeed in hav-
ing an interview with thera. In the mean while I had disposed of all the
escort, with the exception of ten men under command of Lieutena nt
Wright. On my return, I learned that my couriers had been equally un
successtul with those on the coast range, and finally the valley Indians
distrusted my motives.

I am sorry to say they have hut little confidence in the white man. Their
intercourse has been well calculated to make them sceptical as to his good-
ness and fidelity. Ifind it very difficult to remove or correct this impression of
theirs; theyare slow to believe any good is intended them. I finally had a
tall with a few of the captains, and they were evidently relieved from their
forebodings of evil, and appeared inspired with some confidence as to the truth
of what I had stated, promising me to do all they could to have the Indians
meet me when I should come again, which I promised them to do. These
are the mountain and valley bands I propose making a treaty with and giv-
ing a reservation to, as mentioned in my last communication.

had but little trouble in concluding a treaty at Colusi. The Indians
had been previously informed of what T had done for those on the Chico.
The reservation given to them here is on the eastern bank of the Sacra-
mentn, opposite Colusi, three miles in depth, by fifteen miles in length,
unoccupied, and most of it good soil. It is on the Sutter claim; one
of the purchasers, however, infortned me that Ze had no ohjections to
their remaining on it.

It will be indispensably necessary that the Indians shouid be protected
from those claiming to be civilized beings. To effect this, there should be
2 mifitary post established at Major Reading’s, this point being so very far
removed from any settlements, '

It will he necessary to visit those Indians on the eastern side of the Ne-
vada carly in the spring. They are very nwnerous, and exceedingly jeal-
«ous ai the approach of the white man. They can be pacified without much
difficulty, provided it is done previous to the whites commmencing to make
settlements in the country ; but if this is delayed until those settlementsare
made, the difficulties we would wish to avoid would be unavoidable.

There are parties now organized for the purpose of taking possession of
that portion of the State carly in the spring. Tt is supposed'to be rich in
gold, and there is certainly some very fll)ne soil in it. There are sections of
the country there more suitable for the Indian population than that given
to them on this side, and I have no doubt but that the Indians west of the
Sierra Nevada would readily go east, (after effecting treaties with those on
the east, and getting their assent to it,) in the event of a necessity occurring
herearter of removing them,

The department can make the estimates that may he requircd for this
purpose, taking as a bauis those transmitted by the last steamer ; with this
material difference, that if they are seeured in the possession of 4 sufficient
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area of country, they wiil require very little in addition to keep them at
peace ; and I would humbly, but most earnestly, urge the subject for your
favorable consideration.
Respectfully your obedient servant,
0. M. WOZENCRAF'T,
U. 8, Indian Agent.
To Hon. Lukk Lga,
Comanissioner of Indian Affairs.
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