0O.M. Wozencraft to Luke Lea, October 14, 1851, Sen. Ex. Docs.,
33 Cong., Spec. Sess., Doc. 4. (688), 203-211..

Sax I'ranxcisco, October 14, 1851,

Sir: Referring to my communication of the 30th ultimo to the de-
partment, I now proceed to make a brief statement relative to the ap-
})curzmcc, manuers, habits, and customs, of those Indinns with whom I
1ave negotiated, and a briet” summary of the negotiation.

The Tudians of this country do not differ fromy those of the Atiantic
Stites as materially as is ge m*m]l\ represented. They arve evidently
onc and the same great *‘uml\' O\tcmlmrr over the entire American
continent, diflering only so far as the climate and the products of the
soil ave enleulated” to pmduce

That the characteristics of the human organization are modified by
climate and the products of the soil and couull}, I presume does not ad-
mlt of successtul controversy.  We find in tropical climates, abound-
‘“f{“l fruits, and but few or no wild animals suitable for food, that the
nanves are mild and indolent.  The encrvating effects of climate and
tLe bountcous provisions furnished by nature may justly be ascribed as

-
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the controlling causes of thesz characteristics. Those living, again, in
the mild and temperate zone, partake of the nature of the climate,
modified more or less by the quality and quantity of the numerous pro-
ducts suitable for food. In such a climate we would expect to find
the natives mild, but more active, possessing a Ligher physical and
mental development. And, finally, those living in a colder region,
abounding in fruits and Plentifully supplied with game, we find of a
better physical organization and a higher tone of mental development.

The aborigines of this country are as much the products, if I may so
speak, of the climate, soil, and its fruits, as of that of any of nature’s
works. This being admitted, we readily show the difference between
the Indians of California and those of the Atlantic States, at the same
time designating their leading characteristics.

In the valleys we find a mild, equal, and temperate climate throughout
the country ; the indigenous products, suitable for food, not so abundant,
however, as in the tropical latitudes, constantly requiring of the natives,
in order to supply their wants, a great portion of their time in pro-
curing their food. There is an abundance of game in these locations,
such as the elk and antclope, both of which are with difficulty ea
tured, being found on the open plains. The rivers abound in ﬁsE:
obtained at certain scasons. In procuring their food, a degree of in-
dustry is requisite; and thus we have a full type, in the higher organiza-
tion of the climate, of the animal and vegetable products of the country.
These Indians, like the climate, are mild, passive, and tranquil, induos-
trious through necessity, and only so fur as necessity requires in
providing for their daily wants.

The large game above referred tn being so difficult to procure, they
content themselves with the vegetuble products, and the lesser animals,
more casily obtained, from the kzare down to small vermin; thus pro-
curing their food through patient perseverance, and showing the valley
Indians to be mild, patient, submissive, and tractable.

The mountain Indians differ from those in the valleys as materially as
do the climate and its products. There they have a cold bracing atmo-
sphere, abounding in game, with but a sparse vegetable product. The
climate requiring a full animal diet, compels themn to pursue the chase
and encounter its perils. The deer abound in the mountains, and it
becomes necessary for the Indians to toil in their pursuit if they expect
to procure their meat for food; in doing which they undergo great
physical exertion, which the climate and its products are well caleulated
to sustain,  And thus we have arace of beings immediately adjacent
to the former, yet differing widely from them in every respect.  Here
are athletic, wild, brave, independent, and measurably intractable
beings ; their physical and mental organization far superior to those in
the valleys. And there is a third and intermediate race, whose abodes
are hetween the plains, and bnmediately within the foot-hills: thus
forming three separate aad distinet races, all within a few degrees of
Iongitude-of cach other.  These tribes possess intermediate character-
istics of the other two, showing as perfiet gradwion in their loading
traits as there is i the climatc and products of the country in which
they live.

The marked characteristics of the mnountain and valley Indians, as
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spoken -of previously, not only exist within one or more degrees of
longitude, but in latitude we find a perfect gradation from the extreme
south to the extreme north, imperceptible. it is true, in adjacent tribes;
but by comparing the valley Indians of the south with those of the
headwaters of the Sacramento, the great differcnce is very apparent,
Here they are fearlessly brave and unyielding in their mdependence,
contending heroically for supremacy on the soil of their ancestors.

The valley Indians are mild and tractable, making good and faithful
laborers, submitting to correction; and, if in fault, to correction without
murmuring. In this respect is apparent the greatest dissimilarity be-
tween the Atlantic and Puacific tribes. The tormer possess an uncon-
querable spirit of independence; in subduing that spirit you destroy
the being. Not so, however, with the latter; they are nuld, passive,
and intuitively obedient to the white man, and are more easily domes-
ticnted than those on the Atlantic. With judicions management their
condition can be materially improved, and in a short time placed be-
yond want. This can be eftected with the mountain Indians.  After
having been located in the valleys and foet-hills for some years, they
will nssume the traits of” those tribes; but, as stated in a former com-
munication, this will require time and judicious management,

The foregoing statements are not made to substantiate a precon-
ceived theory; but are based wpon mature reflection, afier having scen,
studied, and compared the dilferent tribes, one with the other, from the
Colorado river south, to the headwaters of the Sacrimento north, living
in the mountains, plains, and foot-hills,

It is a difficult matter to obtain from them a reason for the perform-
ance of many of their cercinenies, or their belief in relation to a previous
or future stute of existence. Their ceremonies are numerous, which
they perform with great devotion—showing evidence ot intense fecling.
This 1s innate and pecnlior to all human beings; and the most enlight-
encd will fail to give a more satisfactory reason than that of yielding
to intuitive feeling of sorrow for the dead, or joy tor the bountcous
gifts of Providence.

They are evidently controlled and governed by a belief in some
great spirit; and, like most of the ignorant and imbecile of the human
family, they arc actuated by fear.  This spirit of theirs is considered
as an evil one, and afilicts them with all the evils that *{lesh is heir to.”
They soactimes attempt to conciliate it by offerings in order to obtain
fish, fruits, and seeds; and again will torture and burn it, making an
cfligy, to subserve therr purpose—ull of which is done for and in be-
half of their dead, thereby assisting them to reach good hunting-
grounds, or to cross a stream which 1s very difficuit—in thet so much
s0, that none but the good are supposed to erossit. They burn some
of the bodies of the dead that the wolt and the bear may not devour
them, believing that if sueli were the case, they would be transmigrated
into the forn of the animal that destroyed them.

Their gencral appearance will not compare favorably with that of
the Atlamtic Indians, particularly those living n the valleys. The
women are low in stature and heavily set, yet remavkably well made,
and possessing small feet and delicately tapered. hands 3 grcat slaves
to their Jords und masters, gathering all the food from the vegetable
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kingdom and preparing it for consumption. They are faithful. Infi-
delity to their husbands is punished with death; and this is one of the
fruitful causes of difficulty between the whites and themselves. The
are not prolific in child-bearing; indeed, they rarely we#n their child-
ren until they are six or eight years old. 'Their incessant toil and
manner of life, may be another cause tending to repress sexual desire.
There i1s nothing to excite the imagination, as the mey are cntircly
nude. Pelygamy is common, some chicfs having several wives.

The men are finely tormed, with the exeeption of the head—(it
Incks the bold contour of the Atlintic Indiang, with low and heavy
features;) their average height, abont five feet five inches, though I
have measured with severa: of my height (six feet one incl.)  Some
of the valley Indians ave large, particularly those of the Sacramento
and Feather rivers. Low down at these points they get an abund-
ance of fizh, and this may be a favoriug cause.

Tne Willie, Cohins, and Hoak Indians arc the largest of the valley
tribes. Some of the former bave sandy hair and hazel eyes—an ex-
ception to their race generally—ihe causes of which wre yet to be
ascertained.

Those tribes living high up in the mountains are generally 1¥ger
and finer-looking, with fairer skins and higher cast of fentures, and, as
previously stated, more independent.  The country affords them a
great varicty of products, from which they collect their feod.  The
acorn being their great staple of” consumption, one of the first causcs of
their complaints s that the white muan = destroying their osks, The
mansanctte, a small apple, is also an artiele ot food with them.  Tn-
deed, there is a great varicty of sceds, berries, and vegetable products
that have hitherto supplied theiv wants. But their broad fields are fast
dizappearing, and will continue to do s0, as the white population in-
creases, until their resources and hounteous nature are gone from them.
In the meanwhile we would wish to teach them husbandry, that they
may learn to produce from small ficlds a sufficiency to supply their
wants,

The salmon-abound in these streams. The Indians construct dams
entirely wcross the river, diiving down poles in a peculiar manner,
holding the maul or driver up in the nir, while they repeat an invoca-
tion. ‘They then fill it up by wicker-work of the willows.  Tn adopting
which method for trapping the fish, they cut off; in a measure, the sup-
plies of thos¢ living above on the same streams. At all events they
are there “abundantly supplicd, and this nxyy be the fivoring cause of
their supcrior developinent.

The Indizns living higher up cannot construct these dams, owing to
the rapidity of the current. They use the spear and seine, which they
make trom the native hemnp.

They are singulirly expertin the water, T sawan Indian swim out
in the Pitt river, dive down and bring up a large sahuon, suspend it
above water, and then hold it while Te swam for the shore, using his
feet only, as both arms were engnzed in holding aloft the fish,

It is to be regretted that, i minst of the reservations given to them,
there is but little good ullable soil; and yet it was difficult, if not im-
possible, to locate them elsewhere,  T'hie Indians would not consent to
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move further from their mountain homes than the foot-hills; and, in~
deed, 1 could not take them down in the valleys, as there the soil is in
the possession of the husbandmun, producing {or the pressing demands
of a large and increasing population.

The reservations between the Stanislaus and Tuolumue rivers will
be about cigh by twelve miles sqnare, and very poor soil.  Indeed,
some of it, on a dry creck intermedinte between the two rivers, if pos-
sible to irrigate, might produce well. Some little on the banks of
these streams may be made to produce; with this cxception, the bal-
ance is poor, and gravelly soil.  Indeed, the Indians complained very
much, and only consented 1o go that they might have a home in which
they would be protected from the white man. There is no gold as yet
found in this reservation, but such as 1s washed down these rivers.

The reservation in Ll Dorado county is about ten miles in breadth
and about twenty-five miles in lengih. In this there are some good
valleys that can be cultivated; the balance is broken and poor.  There
is more or less gold in some portions of the reservation; but, as it is
placer diggings, (there being no quartz claims that I could hear of) it
will soon be washed out.

In relation to this, I would suggest the policy of permitting those
who may wish to mine within the reservation to do so, requiring of
them to contorm to the laws and regulations of the Indiim Bureau. I
believe it this is not done, there will be a good deal of dissatisfiction,
if not difficulty.  The very fact of a prolibition being placed on their
going Into a reservation will induce many to violute the restrictions,
either through that pers ~rze fecling which is eommon to the human
organization as well as the lower annals, or under the belief that it
must be rich in gold. I regret that the precious metal is found here,
as it was the best reservation I could find, there being no other location
with less objection than this, and those hostile, who had caused so
much trouble and expense to the State, could not be induced to come
mn elsewhere.

The reservation between the Yuba and Bear rivers is about twelve
miles square.  Camp Far West is included in it.

There is « portion of one or two other small valleys that is good
tillable =oil; the balance very poor and broken, although well cultiva-
ted for an Tndian country, and would not, most probabiy, have been
occupied by the whites, were it not adjucent to w rich und populous
mining region. )

As stated in o former communication, there are some nnprovements
mide by s«luzlttcl's in these vallevs, witl a” view of permanency; antl
there 1s a chum or grant, a portion ot which is within the bhoundaries;
all of which I should have avoided had it been possible to do so in
justice to both partics, (the whites and Indians.) I could not act
otherwisze.

I have treated with bands of Tndinng, a portion of whom had been
negotiated with on a former occasion by an othicer of the State.  They
were patiently awaiting the fulfilment of thut treaty, and in the mean-
while were acting in conformity with those stipulations themselves by
refruining from all aggressions and hostilities. They were jealous of
their rights, and contended for their old homes; and 1am confident, had
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I refused this reasonable request, they would have fled to the mount-
ains and immediately commenced hostilities. As it is, they are now
pledged to peace and to bring in the mountain tribes, which I pledge
they will adI;ere to if allowed to retain their present possessions.

I refer to this more particularly, as it was a subject made use of to
subserve political purposes prior to the late State election. The effect
has been to cause considerable discontent with those living within the
reservation and induce them to make an appeal to Congress to redress
supposed grievances, which, if’ granted, must result very unfavorably
1o the negotiations already cfiected.

I trust the department will accredit me with having performed my
duties in this instance to the best of iy abilities, both to the govern-
ment and to the citizens of California.

The reservation of the Chico treaty lies under the foot-hills, north of
the Feather river; is about twenty miles in length, and six in breadth;
the soil poor, with the exception ot a small portion on Dry creck, which
1s rich; and if the Artesian wells arc introduced here, (of which I have
no doubt of the practicability,) it will be amply sufficient for the sup-
port of the Indians. There are some small boadies of good land in the
Butte and Chico creeks, within the boundaries. No gold, as yet, is
discovercd in this scction, with the exception of that washed down the
Feather river; and but one improvement, and that to a limited extent.

The reservation made in the Cottonwood treaty is a very favorable
one for the Indians, being about thirty-five miles square, embracing
within its boundaries an amount of gnod tillable land—sufficient to sup-

ort the numerous Indians living within its limits and those in the ad-
Jacent Nevada, Shasta, and coast ranges, This reservation is the head
of the great Sacramento valley, surrounded by the above-mentioned
range of mountains. It is supposcd there may be gold within it, 1t
baving been found as usual in the main streams—i. e., the Sacramento
and Pitt rivers. There are no improvements on it;..nor does any white
man live within it. The Indiuns living adjacent to it, particularly on
the McCloud fork of Piit river, are very troublesome. Marauding
bands are continually passing down from the mountain fastnesses,
sweeping the country of its stock, and on several occasions going into
the town of Shasta and firing the huildings and property. But a short
time prior to my visit there, they had captured an entire train of
pack-mules, with their cargoes, und killed the mulctears.

Immedistely after negouiting the treaty at Major Reading’s, which
I had considerable difficulty in accomplishing, owiug to the fact that
Major R. was absent—the 1udians manifesting but little or no confideace
in any one but him—I proceeded to the head of the Sacramento val-
ley, some twenty-five miles distant, and there perfected the arrange-
ments to go among those troublesome Indians on the North Pitt river.
Twenty-five men were detailed to accompany me, commanded by
Lieutenants Stoneman and Wright; some thirty-odd of those Indians
who had been under the controlling influence of Major Reading ac-
companying me, [."oposing it voluntarily, and appearing desirous of
showing their fidelity to me, asavell as 2 wish to encounter the Ukas,
their encmies. The halance of my escort were left at camp in com-
mand of Mujor Fitzgerald, himself and a. number of the soldiers being
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on the sick-list. I had transportation for six days’ rations, only three
of which were expended, and the men and animals were well-nigh
exhausted in fruitless atiempts to capture some of the Indians. They
were arprized of my approach before I arrived in their country, by their
sentinels, who were posted on the mountain-tops, and by signal-fires,
by which they spread the alarm far and wide. I would trequently see
thetn down on the banks of the river, and but a short distance from us.
The rough characier of the country would present almost impassuble
barriers 10 our movemenis. To them they were otherwise, ascending
the rugg:'d mountain-cliffs with the celerity of the wild goat. I was
convinced that, without some stratagem, we could not expect success.
The Indinns with us were unwilling to go further in a chase than we
could. I retraced my steps, crossing over a- high mountain on the
eastern branch of the river—one of our Indians making them a parting
speech from an adjacent spur of the mountain, inducing the hostiles to
believe that I was leaving their country. I encamped that night on a
stream that empties into the east Pitt river, and early in the mornin
took four men, accompanied by Licutenant Wright, and J. P. Harrison,
the guide, preceeded along the banks of the stream at as rapid a pace
as the rugged face of the country would admit of; and soon fell in with
a band of the hostiles, and succeeded in cutting off the retreat of a few
squaws and children, whom I took to camp, trcating them kindly.
From thence I was necessitated to take them down to Major Reading’s,
in order to procure an interpreter.  On my arrival at that point I found
that their language could not be understood or spoken by the inter-
preter—he promising, however, to bring me an Indian in the morning
who could converse with them. The morning arrived and my captives
had fled, and with them all my sanguine liopes of making a peace with
these hostiles for the time being. Could I have explained to them my
mission, and taken them back to.their pcople, I should have succeeded
in having a talk, and doubtless eftected a peace. I look upon this as
extremely unfortunate, as I was ambitious of success here, and had, by
dint of great patience and personal exertion, so fur succeeded that I
looked to its final accomplishment with a degree of certainty. I feltit
the more, as it was irremediable at the time. The rains admonished
me to leave the high latitudes; most of the men were sick; my en-
gagements below were pressing; and, should I go among them again
immediately, I could not expect the same success. I was consequently
compelled to leave them as I found them, troubleseme neighbors to the
whites.

I am now further confirmed in my communications to the department,
that these Indians cannot be subdued by waging a war with them. The
rugged face of the country forbids it; and the Indian cun pursue his
course without halt, whenever he will, and live upon the indigenous
products of the soil, where the white Caucasian cannot tread or trans-
port his food.

It affords me great pleasure to state that Major Reading called on
me a short time since, and very kindly proflered to visit these trouble-
some tribes soon after his return home, and endcavor, if possible, to
have a talk with them, and explain the advantages of their being at
peacc with the whites. }e proposes taking a select party of the latter,
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and a band of the friendly Indians, in which I am to accompany him,
if my health is sufficiently restored to do so.

1 teel extremely anxious to bring these Indians in, for, from my ex-
plorations in the above section of country, I am satisfied that it is rich
in gold and other resources, which must remain locked up until they
are pacified, whilst the surrounding country is left materially impeded
in its developments.

I then proceeded down some sixty miles, and there made many in-
effectual attempts to effect negotiations with several troublesome bands
living on the eastern side of the coast and western side of the Nevada
mountains, 'The whites have been prosecuting a war against these
tribes of late, making it extremely difficult to approach them. T went
out with three men and an interpreter, high into the Nevada range, but
did not succeed in having an interview with them. In the mean while
I had disposed of all the escort with the exception of ten men, under
command of Lieutenant Wright. On my return I learned that my
couriers had been equally unsuccessful with those on the coast range,
and finally the valley Indians distrusted my motives.

I am sorry to say they have but little confidence in the white man.
Their intercourse has been well calculated .to make them skeptical as
to his goodness and fidelity.

I find it very diflicult to remove or correct this impression of theirs:
they are slow to believe any good is intended them. I finally had a
talk with a few of the captains, and they were evidently relieved from
their forebodings of evil, and appeared inspired with some confidence
as to the truth of what [ had stated, promising to do all they could to
have the Indians meet me when I should come again, which I prom-
ised them to do.

These are the mountain and valley bands I propose making a treaty
with, and giving a reservation to, as mentioned in my last communication.
1 had but little trouble in concluding a treaty at Colusa. The Indians
had been previously informed of what I had done for those on the
Chico. The reservation given to them here is on the eastern bank of
the Sacramento, opposite Colusa, three miles in depth by fifteenmiles in
length, unoccupied, and most of it good soil. It is on the Sutter claim.
One of the purchasers, however, informed me that he had no objections
to their remaining on it.

It will be indispensably necessary that the Indians should be protect-
ed from those claiming to be civilized bheings. To effect this, there
should be a military post established at Major Reading’s, this point be-
ing so very fur removed from any scttlements.

[t will be indispensably necessary to visit those Indians on the east-
ern side of the Nevada early in the spring. They are very numerous,
and exceedingly jealous of the approach of the white man. They can
be pacified without much difficulty, provided it is done previous to the
whites commencing to make settlements in the country; but if it is de-
layed until those settlements are made, the difficnlties we wish to avoid
would be unavoidable.

There are parties now organized to take possession of that portion
of the State early inthe spring. It is supposed to be rich in gold, and
there is certainly some very fine soilin it. There are scctions of coun-
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try there more suitable for the Indian population than that given to
them on this side, and I have no doubt but that the Indians west of the
Sierra Nevada would readily go east, (after effecting treatieg with those
on the east, and getting their assent to it) in the event of a necessity
occurring hereafter of removing them.

The department can make the estimates that may be required for
this purpose, taking as a basis those transmitted by the last steamer,
with this material difference—that if they are secured in the possession
of a sufficient area of country, they will require very little in addition
to keep them at peace, and I would humbly but most earnestly vrge
the subject for your favorable consideration.

Respectiully, your obedient servant,
0. M. WOZENCRAFT,
United States Indian Agent.

Hon. Lvke LEea,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
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