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OMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Office Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C., October 31, 1865.
, | Str: Having assumed the duties of Commissioner of Indian Affairs after the
i beginning of the third quarter of the year over which this annual report extends,
I and having been necessarily absent a great portion of the time since, upon pub-

the details of business, or to gain that acquaintance with the condition of Indian

}
[
| lic business in the southwest, I have been unable to obtain that tamiliarity with

affairs generally, which a longer time would baye allowed. I present herewith
a summary of such information in regard to the interesting people who are by
law placed under the charge of this office as I have been able to obtain from the
current correspondence and annual reports of superintendents and agents, and
other employés.

Before proceeding to refer to the various superintendencies and agencies in
detail, and to make such suggestions as geem to be called for in reference to
gach, there are sundry matters of commeon interest to the whole Indian service,
or relating to several agencies combined, which I dcem worthy of special notice.

First among these is the neglect on the part of many of the officers responsi-

- ble to this office to forward their monthly, quarterly, and annual reports at the
" proper time, in disregard of repeated directions from the office. Some of them
‘ appear to have imagined that circulars of instructions were merc matters of form,

with which a compliance was not expected, or as applying to everybody but
themselves. Nor are they sufficiently careful to make these reports complete
in detail, as required, where they are made. Tle consequence is that each year,
notwithstanding every endeavor on the part of this office, its annial report fails
of completeness somewhere, by the neglect of ita subordinates; and its statistical
tnbles do not give that fulness of information for which they are designed. I
tonfess that I do not know of any way to remedy this difficulty except by re-
porting to the department each case of delinquency, and relying upon it to seek
a remedy by a change of officers. It is an injustice to those who are prompt
sud thorough in their reports to allow them to fail of usefulness because the re-
ports of others, neceseary to completencss, are not sent, or arc deflcient in essen-
tial particulars.

It has been customary, I have learned, for agents who ave superseded by
athers to take away from the ageuncy the papers and books properly belonging
there, thus removing the history of the past transactions, and preveuting their
successors from explaining matters which must be, and often are, necessarily re-
ferred to them. I have endeavored to correct this evil by a circular requiring
all agents to preserve and leave as public property duplicate copies of all im-
portant papers and vouchers, &c., a3 well as a complete daily record of all
agency transactions; and shall observo as a rule of action by this office the
suspension of the accounts of all retiring agents who, after knowledge of the

- cirdular above referred to, sball fail to show that they have passed over to their
succenbors'tHe books and papers of the agency:.
121,

boe
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"To the subject of traders’ licenses, circumstances have caused me to pay
special attention, and I have come to the conclusion that a radical change in
either priuciple or practice, perhaps both, is necessary, I suppose that I'am
not making a remark which will startle the depariment by-its novelty, when I
suggest that there is reason to believe that agents are too often in some manner
interested with or for the traders,  Certainly there can be no doubt that if such
combination of interestsashould exist, it can only exist to the injury’ of the interests
of the Indians, and conscquently of the government. It is not uncommon to bear
the apparent rapidly inereasing wealth of employés of, or officers subordinate téy
this oflice, spoken of us a reproach to the service. I have no idea of undertak-
ing a Quixotic attempt to correct the manners or morals of public ofticers; but
in this particular matter I bave been led to believe that an improvement can be
effocted, partly by the adoption and enforcement of new and stringent rules by
the department, and partly by the aid of congressional enactments. I presume
that the presence of traders upon most of the reecrvations, under proper guards
and restrictions, is a bencfit to the Indians, enabling themn to obtain, in exchange
for their furs and other articles furnished by them, such things as they need for
their comfort, and I propose to continue to grant licenges to traders as hereto-
fore; Lut, with your concurrence, to annex such conditions to the approval as
will compel them to an cxchange with the Indians at fair prices, to be estab-
lished from time to time, according to circumstances. This has already been
doue in several cases by your direction, and I propose to make the rule a gene-
ral one. I have also issued an order or circular requiring hereafter the agent or
superintendent who approves a license (in analogy to the law requiring such
certificate on all contracts made by them) to make the following affidavit on
every license which they may approve, to wit : :

#I, (name of agent,) United States Indian agent for the (name of tribe) In-
dians, do solewuly swear (or affirm) (or where there are no magistrates accessi-
ble, certify on honor) that the license hereto anuexed and granted by me has
been granted without any agreement or understunding with the party so licensed,
or any other person or persons on belulf of the party so licensed, for any bene-
fit or advantage to mysclf, directly or indirectly, preseut or future, nor to any
person or persons on my behalf, in any manner whatever; and that no arrauge-
ment for such benefit to mnyseil’ or other person on my behalf is in contempla-
tiont in case this license shall be approved.” '

With a view to the correction of such wrongs as may exist, and the preven-
tion of nthers in future, in relation to a combination of interests between agents
and traders or contractors, I suggest an application to Congress for the passage
of u law which shall make it a penal offence for any agent or other officer in the
Indian service to be in any manner, directly or indirectly, interested in the
profits of the busincss of any trader, or in any contract for the purchase of
goods, or in any trade with the Indians, at their own or any other agency; the
snme penaliies to apply to the licensing of any relutive to trade, or to purchas-
ing goods or provisions for the use of the Indians of any firm in which they or
any relative may be partners or in any way intcrested. I do not desire to push
legislation to a point where it cannot be enforced, but I think that in this mat-
ter the most stringent measures are necessary.

In conmexion with this subject, I fec! called upon to suggest that,in order to
obtain the services of a class of men who may be expected to keep aloof from
the reprehensible conduct which appears to call for such legislation as is above
suggested, there should be au inercase of salary provided for the agents. Iif-
teen hundred dollars per annum is now the established rate of pay, whatever
may be their duties or responsibilities, the amount of their bonds varying with
the amount of moncy annually pluced in their hands. The fact that innumera-
ble applicants stand ready to take any places which are vacated is not, in my
judgmeat, an argument against an inerease of pay; it is simply a proof of the
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commouly received idea of the outside profit of the business. As we propose
to cut off this profit, it is but just that we give to the thoroughly qualified and
honest guardian of the fnterests of the Indirng, who is willing to leave the com-
forts of civilized society and devote himself conscientiously to his work, a com-
pensation which shall be adequate to the service which we expect from him.
For similar reasons, I make the same recommendation as to increase of pay of
superintendents, with gradadons, &, There might reasonably be a gradation
in the salaries of the agents, those who have the greater responsibility and labor
receiving the greater compensation, I gubmit the subject for your considera-
tion. 1 also take this opportunity to suggest that the labor and responsibility
necessarily devolved upon the office of Commissioner of Indian Affairy are,
in extent and importance, second to thosc of no other bureau in the eeveral
departments of the governmont; and while several of the heads of bLurcaus
orgauized since that of Indian Affairs have been provided with salaries in
some degree commensurate with their responsibilitics and with the enormous
cost of living at the seat of government, the salary attached to this burcau re-
maius etill inadequute to what I can but deem its just demands,

Should you concur with e in this view of the subjeet, I recommend that
application be mad: to Congress for such increase of the salary of this oftice as
will at lenst place it npon an equality with other bureaus requiring no more re- .
sponsibility or labor.

The question of the reorganization of the working force of this office was
brought to the attention of the department in the last annual report, and a special
report, with a rough draught of a bill containing the proposed changes and addi-
tious, wus subsequently prepared, and, with some modifications, submitted by
your predecessor to the finance committee of the Senate, but no action was taken
upon the proposition. I beg leave to renew the recommendation referred to,
deeming it of cssential importance to the cfficiency of the bureau, and will sub-
mit a special report, with my views of the changes and additions required.

Questions of mnuch importance to some of the tribes in Kansas have arisen,
and are likely to arise in the case of others, as to the right of the State authori-
tics to tax the lands of such Indians as have taken their Jands in severalty and
hold themn by patent from the United States. A ease in relation to the Miami
Indians of Kausas has recently been decided by the supreme court of that State
in favor of' the right of the Stat: ¢o tax the lands, although the Indiuns still
reside upon lands reserved o thews by treaty. Measures have been taken to
obtain the opinion of *he Atturney General upon the subject, and it is confidently
expected that the ri: i.i-of the Indians to be exempt from taxation until they shall
assume the duties and privileges of citizens will be vindicated.

The supply of copies of the laws and regulations governing the Indian service
is exhuusled, and a3 the lapse of time has developed the necessity of some
chauges in thesc matters, and as there is a sufticient fund appropriated by Con-
gress for the purpose, I propose to have the code of regulations revised for pub-
lication, so that the new appointees of the department may be supplicd.

In regard to thic subject of education, inasmuch as experience has developed
the fact that, in the majority of cases, manual labor schools for the Indians are
productive of greater benefit to them tham day schools, for the reason that in
the former a more constant and thorough control of the pupils can be obtained,
and they can be instructed and practiced in babits of industry useful to both
males and temales, I propose to aid in the establishment and support of these
schools 8o far as the funds appropriated, under Lreaty stipulations or otherwise,
at the disposal of the department, will allow.

Some years since an application was made to Congress for an appropriation,
to be placed at the disposal of the Department of the Interior, to provide for
such expenditures as might be nccessary to obtain and preserva in the depart-
ment such memorials of the Indians, whether portraits, implements of industry
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or of warfare, specimens of apparel, &c., a8 would be valuable for preservation.
I beg leave to call your attention again to the subject. The Indian race, by
what seems to be the law of its existence, is fast passing away, aud in contact
with the white race the tribes are rapidly losing their distinetive fuatures, in
language, habite, customs, &ec. A moderate appropriation, judiciously expended,
would enable the office, through its agents, teachers, missionarics, and others
interested in the various tribes of red men, to collect annually a large and in-
creasingly valuable collection of the memorials referred to.

It is gratifying to notice, in the examination of a number of the annuval reports
of the agents, anincreased willingness on the part of the Indians to lubor, and a
greater number of cases where they are employed and paid regular wages upon
the reservations, Instructions have been forwarded to give them the preference
in all cases where they are willing to work.

Another evidence of progress in the right direction is the request made by
several agents, on behalf of the Indians, that the kind of gooda furnished to them
may be changed from the blankets, bright-colored cloths, and various gewgaws,
which have from time immemorial gone to make up invoices of Indian goods, to
substantial garments, improved agricultural implements, &c. Of conrse this
office will take pleasure ir: vesponding to all such demands,

Particular reference to the subject of the rights and interests of the orphan
children of the Miamies is made in connexion with that agency, but the principle
in question touches a number of other tribes. Xam fully convineed of the duty,
on the part of this office, of the aduption of some policy which will sufticiently
protect the intercsts of such orphaas, in securing their education, their rights to
the lands inteuded for them, and to their annuities, which last 1 propose to retain
and invest for them, unless some better plan can be devised after recciving the
report of Superintendent Murphy, to whom the subject has been rcferred.

The subjuet of control by the agents over the missionaries who labor among
the Indians has presented itself in the ease of the Catholic pricst among the
Menomonees, which is fully detailed in Agent Davia’s report. Theinfluence
of the priest at that agency over the Catholic portion of the tribe appears to
have been very objectionable; and, in the matter of his conduet at the time of
the prevalence of the small-pox among them quite outrageous, and the agent’s
course in excluding him from the reservation was fully approved. Fortunately,
such complaints arc very rave, and I trust this case may have uo parallel else-
where. T'he same pricst is charged by the agent with obtaining or endeavoring
to obtain from the relatives of deceased Indian soldiers, of whom there have
been many among the Menomonees, a large share of their arrvars of pay and
bounty, to pay for masses for the rouls of the deceased. At the linzard of be-
ing charged with interfering with matters of religion, I have, by special report
upon this subject, taken steps to prevent the consummation of this wrong, by
having these payments made through this office.

Some action is necessary ou the part of Congress to provide a remedy, by a
revision of the list of authorized Indian ageneies, for the confusion which has
gradually arisen out of the division of tlic old established Territories, The case of
Washington, 1daho and Montana is in puint, where, out of the number originally
provided for Washington Territory, two are now on duty in Idaho and Mon-
tana, whilc one is assigned to duty in Oregon; and lately an agent wag appointed,
under a commission for Indians in Idaho, to take charge of the Flatheads in
Montana, and who must be paid from the appropriation for Washington, to
which superintendency the Flathcads originally belonged. Soveral other changes
will doubtless be found necersary on the receipt of the reports of the commissions
now engaged in making treaties with various tribes, the final adjustment of mat-
ters with the southern Indians, and the ratification of certain other treaties
which will probably be laid before you during the approaching session of Con-

Scanned by KJD - 2009 4 of 64



D.N. Cooley, October 31, 1865, Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
H. Exec. Docs., 39 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 2, Doc. 1, pp. 169-232 (1248).

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 173

ress. A special report on this subject will be presented when the required data
reach this office.

During the past summer there has occurred much correspondence with the
military autherities in command in the west, with most of which this office has
become acquainted through copies furnished by your department, and instruc-
tions have beeu forwurded to the various superintendents and agents by your
direction, re~uiring them to observe carefully the policy adopted, which may be
briefly stated thus: that where Indians ave hostile, the civil authority is to be
held in abeyance until the measures taken by the military authorities for quell-
ing the outbrenk have been concluded ; that where the Indians are generally
quict aud peaceable, but require prompt action to quell disorders among them-
selves, or to prevent unlawful interference of white persons with them, the mil-
itary are to render assistance when appealed to by the agents; and at all other
times the military are not to interfere with the civil control of the Indians.
Such a policy as is above indicated is the plain dictate of common sensc, and if
all officers will but exereise it, there need be no diffieulty. Upon some points,
however, there may be a variance of opinion, which must be settled by supe-
yior authority ; as, for instance, the question as to when military foree is to com-
mence its operations and take the complete control, when the civil agents are of
opinion that peaceadble measures will prevent bloodshed ; and, again, us to where,
short of extermination, the exercise of military authority is to stop, when the
civil authoritivs have rcason to Dbelieve that the hostile parties are sufficiently
punished.  No such difficulty has as yet arisen, and a frank and candid inter-
change ol views on such points will, I am confident, continue the present harmony
of action, and there is no reason to apprehend any other course from the distin-
guished officers in high command in the west, with all of whom the relutions of
this office have been most cordial and pleasant, though some of their subordi-
nates, in cases which have been from time to vime laid before you, bave doubtless
exceeded their authority and caused some trouble,

Several important treaties have been transmitted to your department from this
office during the past ycuar, which should, I think, meet with the carly attention
of the Senate, and the neccssary appropriations be promptly made without wait-
ing for the general appropriation bill. . Among these are the treaty with the
Klamath and Modoc tribes in Oregon, and those with the Omahas aud Winne-
bagous, all of whicl were transmitted to your department shortly after the ad-
Jonrnment of Congress. The last two, especially, require attention, in order that
the measures proposed for the Indinne may be put into operation at once; and
indeed the other is scarcely less pressing. Besides these treaties, there is one
lately forwarded, and of much importance, concluded with the Utah Indians by
Superintendent Irish, extinguishing their claims to the occupancy of nearly the
whole of that territory, Mr. Trisl’s report, sent with this treaty, is very iunter-
esting, and iy presented in the accompanying documents.

Tlere is one treaty before the Scnate unconfirmed, that last made with the
Nez-Perces, which should zno¢, in my opinion, be confirmed, as will more partic-
ularly appear in remarks under the head of the superintendency of Idaho; eir-
cumstances in regard to the rapid scttlement of that Territory having made
other arrangcments necessary.

The various treaties made by the several special commissions during the
present autumn will also come before you for action.

For convenicnce of reference I reenpitulate here, in brief, the various points
allnded to in this report as requiring action by Congress, to wit :

Legislation with reference to a more strict ¢ontrol of traders, requiring them
to conform to juat schedules of prices in their sales to and purchases from the
Indians, and providing penalties for connivance with agents. ‘

In regard to prevention of and punishment for the connivance of agents with
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traders or contractors, or the being concerned in any manner in the profits of
transactions with other parties on behalf of government,

A more stringent law to prevent cattle-stealing in the Indian territory,

Inerease of pay and gradation of salaries of agents, supcrintendents, &ec.

Reorganization of the working force of this bureau, and increase of salary of
the Commissioner.

Protection of Indian lands from taxation by State laws.

An appropriation for the collection and preservation of information relative
to, and memorials of the various tribes of Indians.

Revision of the list of agents, and provision for new ones, where changes of
boundarics or new treaty provisions require it.

Action upon the several treaties herein referred to. '

Provisions for houses for agents at posts where no dwellings are now fur-
nished for :t.i=...

Appropriativu iv. nayment to Pottawatomies, who have taken steps to be-
come citizens, of their pro rata share of thu funds of the tribe.

Legislation, if nccessary, in the interests of the orphan childven in the vari-
ous tribes who receive annuities,

Provision for the purchase of land for reservations in California, and for the
extinguishment of claims to improvements thercon.

The organization of a territorial government for the Indian territory, and
settlement of friendly Indians therein.

Encouragement of a railroad froni some point on the Missouri river to Gal-
veston, Texas.

The special reasons assigned for the above action will be found under their
proper heads in'the course of this report, and the papers referred to are trans-
mitted herewith.

I deem it unnecessary, in these general remarks, to make any particular
reference to the enbject of the several treaty commissions which have been
or are still engaged in the dutics nssigned to them. Such refurence as I have
deemed appropriate will be found under the heads of the several superintend-
encies within which their sessions were appointed to be held, particularly the
southern superintendency. I cannot, however, refrain from congratulating the
department on the great success which js attending the efforts made to restove
peace and amity between our peaple and these * children of the foreat.” It can
certainly add nothing to our glory to vanquish so weak an enemy, even if there
were no doubt that we were in the right; and to wage a merciless war against
thenll, when it is doubtful who was guilty of the first wrong, i3 the most wanton
cruelty. '

What has already been aceomplished is a restovation of peace with the various
hostile bands of Sioux in Dakota, and with all the Indians between the Platte
and the Arkansas, on the great travelled routes across the plains.

The difficulties in the former case seemed to be almost insuperable. A mili-
tary campaign in the Indian country had just closed without sueli results as
would teud to impress the Indians with onr power ; they were widely seattered,
and being familiar With the horrible transaction ot Sand ereck, were naturally
suspicious of our designs. But, by the latest advices, the efforts of the com-
mission seut to treat with them secemed likely to meet with sueeess; and such
progress lad been made as would undoubtedly result in peace and tranquillity
in all that region,

In the latter cage the difficulties were not 8o great, but the success has been
signal. A trcaty was made with such of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes as
have remained south of the Platte, and they hnd sent their young men to con-
vey the glad tidings to their northern brethren aud induce them to come in.

The Apaches, too, had joined in the treaty with the Cheyennes and Arapa-
hoes, and gladly accepted its terms, and the Comanches and Kiowas had made
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cace and entered into a treaty. All of these tribes had accepted reservations
gouth of the Arkansas, and far from the great thoroughfare where they had
been 8o troublesome.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

The Indians of this superintendency consist of a large number of small bands,
with namee of infinite variety, but almost uniform uncouthness, apparvently
taken from the rivers, mountains, or bays where they resided. I find it impos-
sible to ascertain the cxact census of the various tribes, as the superintendent
and agents appear to have systematically overlooked that essential particular in
their reports. By a careful eollation of former reports with thoge of this year,
which occasionally make mention of the number of particuiar tribes, I have
prepared the following catimate, arranged in the usual method practiced in this
superintendency, of classing together the tribes who were included in the vari-
ous {reatics made with them by Governor Stevens :

Treaty of Point Elliot, Tululip agency, Agent Howe : Tulalips, Skoknmish,
Lnmmig, &e. Population about 1,900.

Treaty of Point No Point, Skokomish agency, Sub-Agent Knox : Sklallams,
&e., 1,600,

Treaty of Neeal bay, Makah agency, Agent Webster: Makahs, &e., 1,400.

Treaty of Medicine creck, Puyallup agency, Agent Elder: Puyallups, Nis-
quellys, Squaksins, and Chchalis, (the latter tribe not treated with, aud in
charge of same agent,) 2,000.

Treaty of Olympia, Quinaielt agency, Sub-Agent Hill : Quinaiclt, Quille-
hutes, &c., 600.

Treaty of Fort Simcoe, Yakama agency, Agent Wilbur: Yakamas, &e,
3,000.

Besides the above, Special Agent Paige has been sent by the superintendent
to look after the condition and wants of certain tribes in the northeast part of
the Territory, and reports the number as follows: Spokanes 1,200, Colvilles
?00,1 lPend d’Oreilles 800, Okinukanes 500, other small bands 400—say, 3,400
in all,

Grand total in the Territory, as estimated above, 14,800.

From the reports of Agent Howe of the Tulalip agency, and Mr. Finkbouer
the farmer in charge of the Lummis rescrvation, we learn that the Indians
exhibit a marked improvement in some respects; have beeu quict, and some-
what jndustrious, successful in their erops, and have added twenty-five houses
for their comfort. The school, long under the charge of the devoted Father
Chirouse, has produced good resulis; but he pleads for means to provide better
accommodations, subsistence, and clothing, 8o that the school mey be of more
service. ‘T'he superintendent estimates that 85,000 would be sufficient for these

/ purposes, and- I refer to the report of this earnest laborer for the welfare of the
Indinns for the good reasons given for his request. The superintendent thinks
that a competent miller shoulg be employed to keep the saw-mill running, so as
to furnish lumber for houses for the Indians. e also suggests the necessity of
u definite survey and location of the lines of the resexvation.

From Sub-Agent Inox, in charge of the Skokomish reservation, we get
accounts of but little improvement by the Indiaus, who scem to be in bad
health, owing to the effcets of whiskey, which is furnished them in spite of all
precautions.  Still, something has becn done, against great obstacles, in clear-
Ing up a farm, setting out orchards, &ec. The Sklallam Indians refuse to live
on the reservations, but the Skokomish do, and will improve when sufticient
land is cleared of its heavy timber for their use. There is no school on the
reservation, and the superintendent states that, deeming the amount provided so
small that its expenditure for the purpose would avail nothing, he has retained -
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it for the present, unexpended, to be used when the condition of things at the
agency shall be better prepared for its profitable use.

Agent Webster has charge of the tribes parties to the treaty of Neeah bay
his labors being principally confined to the Makahs, numbering 615, in regard
to whom his report is quite full. These Indians bave seventy-three frame and
plank houses, and raised a good crop of potatoes last year, besides obtaining
and curing one hundred tons of fish, ten tons of which they sold for $1,000.
'I'he furming operations at this agency are limited, very little land being cleared,
the Indians preferring to fish in the convenient waters of Puget sound, to
devoting themselves to agricultural pursuits. The agent, therefore, recornmends
that a change of policy be adopted towards them, and that they be encouraged
to enter into the business of fishing as a means of livelihood. He thinks that,
by furnishing them with a small achooner, of forty or fifty tons, they could do a
successful business in catching and curing for market the fish which abound in
the wide straits of Fuca and in the waters of the Pacific, near Cape Flattery.
In regard to the school, the building for which is, according to Superintendent
Waterman’s report, sufficient to accommodate two hundred children in a thri
ving New Iingland town, it appears to have been, thus far, of very swall avail
in the education of the children, who cannot be induced to attend in any cun-
siderable number, or with any degree of regularity. The teacher, however,
appears devoted to his work, and indefatigable in his efforts to induce the chil-
dren to come in, and writes hopefully that some good will soon be accom-
plished. The agent thinks that injustice has been done in not forwardiug for
the use of the Indians the funds for farming purposcs ; but this comnplaint, un-
lesa it refers to the inadcquacy of the appropriation, seems to be unfounded.

Agent Elder’s report us to the uyallup agency, comprising several tribes and
reservations, is favorable on the whole, and he represents the people, under the
improved state of things which he has inanugurated, as more prosperous than
ever before, T'he Puyallups, besides subsisting themselves, have sold produce
to the mmnount of over $6,000. Krom the ugent’s report it would appear that
eleven ycars of the treaty payments have passed with but little benefit to the
Indians. Under present regulations, and with a class of employés morc faith-
ful to their dutics, he hopes that the remaining nine years will witness such
improvement that the Indians will in that time be abundantly capable of earing
for themsclves. To this end he is causing the Indians to be taught mechanicul
arts, and finds them apt to learn,

T'he Chehalis Indians, numbering about 600, are under charge of this agency.
No treaty has ever been made with them, but a portion of them have bean con-
centrated upon a small but fertile reservation reeerved from sale by the Gene-
ral Jiand Office, and are doing well. T'hese Indians are industrious, and are
raising an ample subsistence, but they fear that, having no treaty, their lands
may be taken from them ; and they say, too, thut they cannot understand why
they should not have the benefit of schools, mechanices, and other helps to civili-
zation, 18 well us other Indians. I recommend that the superintendent Lo au-
thorized to treat with these Indians, as T anticipate that not only will this
peaceably dispesed tribe bo satizfied aud improved thereby, but that & moderats
appropriation for their benefit will have the effeet of concentrating other tribes
upon their regervation, to their great advantage.

Sub-agent Hill has in charge the Quinaiclt reservation, newly located, a change
from it torraer Jocation having been found necessary on account of aprevalence
of poisonous plants. Slow progress is being wade in clearing off the heavy
timber, and not much can be done in the way of raising crops until an opening
is thus made. A school is desirable, but the superintendent, with good reason,
1 think, deems it best to await operations in getting the Indians somewhat com-
fortably situated upon the reservation,
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The Yakama reservation, under charge of Agent Wilbur, is an illustration of
what may be done under favorable circumnstances by an efficient agent, to-
warde the real, permanent benefit of the Indians, The carly history of this re-
servation docs not iudicate on the part of former employés of the government
such conduct as would entitle them to a diploma for honcsty and integrity, if
the facts are as stited in Agent Wilbw's report ; but at present the Indians
appear to be making rapid progress in every cssential clement of civilization
under the system adopted, by which every employé is conscientiously devoted
to his work. The reservation is favorably situated in the southern part of the
Territory, on the east gide of the Cuzende range of mountains, and is quite ex-
tensive, fertile, and enjoys a mild and healthy climate. Buildings of the various
kinds necessary for ageney purposes are provided, of good character, and the
mills are kept in gnod repair.  On the agency farm 100 acres were under eul-
tivation, though with fears of a light crop on account of drought. Only one
white farmer is cmployed, the compensation provided for the other being used
in hiring Indian labor. 'I'he school farm has cighty acres under fence, and
thirty acres cultivated by the Indian boys and young men of the school; the
total average attendance at the school being twenty-nine, male and female.  Par-
ticular attention is paid to teaching the boys trndes, and the girls the arts of
Liousewifery, and to such advantage that the resulte of their labor in the manu-
facture of shoes, harness, clothing, &c., and in the sale of farm produce, has
amounted to over $1,500, besides their own subsirtence. Begides this, the Indians
themselves cultivate over two thousand acres of land, and are becoming inde-
pendent in every respect. It is as gratifying as it is uncommon to be able to
record thus the complete success of an Indian ageney, where every feature of
its annual report is favorable, no complaints are made, and no changes asked
for.

In reference to the remaining Indinns of the Territory who have heretofore
been uuder the general charge of the comwanding officer at Yort Colville, in the
northeast, but to whom Mr. George Paige was gent as special agent, some gene-
ral information is given in Mr. Paige’s report.  The Spokanes are the most im-
portant tribe, as well in number as in character, Their chiefs speak Euglish
well, and the. people raise very fair crops here and there, but epend much of
their time in fishing.  They are a self-sustaining people, jealous of their rights,
and for the most part disinclined to any treaty involving a relinquishment of
territorind rights,  Their conntry, however, is being traversed by B:e inevitable
gold-seckers, and unpleasant collisions, arising from the reckless and unserupu-
lous manner in which the property and rights of Indians are trampled upon by
the whites will doubtless compel a resort to the usual plan of reservation and
concentrution.  The Indians about Iort Colville are well disposed and quite
intelligent, and there is a good account alse of the Pend d'Oreilles, west of the
Bitter Root mountains; but the Okivakanes are represented as a vagabond,
thieving race, living partly across the British line, ang making much trouble by
rc{bbilng scttlers or travellers, and then escaping across the border with their
plunder.

OREGON.

The annual summary from this important superintendency did not reach this
office until the moment of closing this report, and too late to allow of any digest
being made of its contents. It will be found, with the reports of the several
agents, in an appendix to the accompanying documents.

We have at hand no accurate statistics of the present population of the In-
dians of Oregon. There are four agents and two sub-agents in service in the
State, having charge of the Indians gathered upnn several reservations, to wit:

Umatilla reservation, in northeast Oregon; agent, Barnhart; the Cayuses,
Walla-wallas, and other small tribes; total number on and near the reservation,
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as reported last year, 1,021. Owing to the inadequate number of agents pro-
vided for Oregon, Agent Barnhart, appointed for Washington Territory, is as-
sigued to duty at this agency,

Warm Springs reservation, in the northern part of the State; agent, Logan,
(recently deceased;) the Wascoes and cthers, 1,066.

Grande Ronde reservation, in the northwest; ugent, Harvey; having in
charge fragments of numerous tribes or bands, cstimated a ycar ago at 2,300.

Siletz agency, and Alsea sub-agency, along the Pacific coast, in charge of
Agent Sin}pson and Sub-agent Collins, and numbering at the last accounts about
2,800 in all.

Klamaths and Modocs, under charge of Sub-agent Applegate; a treaty hav-
ing been made with them last year, but which has not yet been acted upon by
the Senate. This proposed reservation is in the southern part of the State, near
the Culifornia line; they number about 2,000.

Besides the above, there are tribes of Snakes or Shoshonees in the southeast,
with whom a treaty has recently been made, and other tribes of various names,

‘supposed to number about 1,000 in all.

In relation to affairs in Oregon, two important reports have reached this office
since its lust annual report, in reference to which allusion should be made.  Under
date of Junc 22, 1864, instructions were sent to Superintendent Iuntington
to procecd to the negotiation of a treaty with the Klamaths, Modocs, Snakes,
&ec., in the southern part of the State, and the sum of $10,000, being one-half of
an appropriation made by Congress for the purpose, was placed at his disposal.
On being advised by the superintendent that all of the tribes referred to could
not be comprised in one treaty arrangement, he was dirceted to procced with
the Klamnths and Modocs alone, and the balance of the appropriation was sent
to him to use in his negotiations with the other tribes. The treaty with the
Klamaths, &e., reached this office too late for action by the Scnate last winter,
having been transmitted to your department February 24. By it the Indians
cede their claims to about twelve million acres of land, und concentrate upon a
reservation of moderate but sufficient extent. This treaty, as will be scen by
Superintendent Huntington's report, has been negotiated al a very small expense,
and much below the amount placed at his disposal.  Its provigions are regarded
as very favorable to the United States, and the appropriations required being
emall, it iz hoped that the treaty will be ratified, and the means of carrying it
into effeet provided at an early day; at all events, in time for spring operations
on the reservation. '

In regard to the treaty with the Snake Indians, full particulars will be found
in the superintendent’s annual report in an appendix to the accompanying docu-
ments,

The other subject referred to above is that of providing a small appropria-
tion to cnuble the superintendent to make a treaty with the Indians comprised
within the Siletz ageney and Alsea sub-agency along the Pacific const. Some
years ago a treaty was made with these Indians, by which they agreed to cede
a large body of land under certain conditions. They did give up the possession
of their lands, and retired within limited boundarics at two points of their old
country, where they have received from time to time some assistance from gov-
ernment.  But the treaty referred to was never ratified by the Seuate, though
the Indinus fulfilled ¢heir promises strictly. It now appears that it is import-
ant to the interests of the white population, while it will be no prejudice to the
Indians, that the former ghould obtain access to, and possession of, the country
about the Yaquina bay and river, where there is a good harbor and site for a
commercial town; it and the neighboring region being comprised within the
Alsea sub-agency, A very full report from the superintendent, submitted here-
with, proposes to make a treaty with the Indians referred to, under which the
four tribes about Yaquina bay will be concentrated at a point further north, and
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thus leave the coveted territory open to eettlement. Under this arrangement,
one gub-agency would be dispensed with. The estimated expense of the re-
moval of these Indians is given by the superintendent ut $16,500; and he sug-
gests that the town gite at Yaquina bay would, at public sale, more than re-im-
burse the government for the outlay. I suggest the policy of early action upon
this subject. ! -

CALIPORNIA.

Under date of "April 1, 1865, & report from late Superintendent Wiley fur-
nished this oftice with information of the general condition of the Indiaus upon
the reservations, and of the progress thus far made in the reorganization of In-
dian affairs in California under the law of 1864. At that time it wus expected
that a very lnrge surplus of grain and vegetables would be raised upon the reser-
vations ; but, as will be seen by the report of Superintendent Maltby, who sue-
ceeded Mr. Wiley about the first of May, those expectutions have not been re-
alized. Before Mr. Wiley retired, however, he was able to report many changes
for the better in tho condition of affuirs.  Up to the date of the report above re-
ferred to, but two of the four reservations to which the act of Congress limits the
superintendency had been definitely settled upon, being those at Round Valley
and Hoopa valley.

It was intended to remove the Indians from the Smith River reservation, and
place them at the old Klamath reservation, still owned by government, but to
place the oceupants under the charge of an employé of the Hoopa valley
agency. No definite suggestions were made as to the selection of the other two
permancnt reservations.

By the annual report of Superintendent Maltby, of recent date, we obtain
quite full information of the condition of affuirs in California, the superintendent
having but latcly cumpleted an extensive tour of observation, made in company
with Hon, Mr. Highy, one of the congressional Committee of Investiga-
tion. In regard to the disposition of the Indians upon the reservations, they are
said to be everywhere well disposed and peaccable, and willing to labor for their
own support; and many who have not hitherto come under the care of the agents
are secking permission to come in and share the labors and bencfits of the policy
adopted upon the several agency farms. The superiutendent represents them
as very destitute of clothing, supplics of which must be purchased for them, until
stteh time as they can raise a surplus of produce to be disposed of. The addi-
tional numbers coming in every year to the reservations will probably postpone
all sales of vurplus produce indefiuitcly, s the new comers must be supported
till they can raise a crop.

Superintendent Maltby desires to discontinue, as soon as practicable, the
system, still to some extent practiced, of renting lands for Indian rescrvationa.
In this desive I veadily coneur, and it is loped that such practice will soon
cease, cither by adopting the suggestions of the superintendent’s report, which
proposes to purchase the necessary lands at a fair uppraisement, or by remov-
ing the Indinng to lands already owned by the government.

‘There are no schools upon nny of the reservations in California, and the sug-
gestion of Superinterident Maltby, that Congress be requested to make provision
for at lenst one good school upon each reservation, meets with my hearty con-
currence, and 1 trust that this emall chance of intellectual life may le vouch-
safed to the poor remnant of the tribes who once occupied as their own a coun-
try so prolific of wealth, and who have been compelled to yield possession with-
out any stipulations for their benetit.

The four agencics referred to in the annual report are those of Round valley,
in northeastern Califoruia, Hoopa valley and Sinith river, in the northem part of
the Statc, wes¢ of the mountains, and Twle river, in the extreme south, east
of the mountains,
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Round valley comprises a tract of about 25,000 acres, containing land of re-
markable fertility, both as to the arable and pasture land. Uuder the charge of
Agent Fairchild, the measures taken for the eare and support of the Indians at
this poiut huve been carried on with cnergy, and 2,700 acres have been enclosed
with a good fence, while preparations are far advanced towards the fencing of
3,000 acres more.  Over 1300 acres have been under cultivation this year; but
the erops are light as to all kinds of grain, though vegetables were plentiful,
The occupauta of this reservation comprise the following Indians: Ditt Rivers
320, Wylackics 80, Ukics 300, Onocows 240, making an aggregate of 940; to
which would be added immediately 370 of the Indians who have been kept at
Humboldt bay, uuder charge of the military ; the remaining 400 of those pris-
oners being at the old Mendocinu reservation, at present under the charge of an
employ¢ from Round valley. 'I'he agent also expects to receive some 800 of the
Clear Lake, Ukinh and Redwood baudg, who have expressed a desire to come
into the valley, and thinks there will be po difficulty in subsisting all of them.
The superintendent bas terminated a lease of certain lands which were no longer
needed, and which was costing the government $3,350 per annum. He recom-
mends the purchase of the improvements of the white settlers remaining in the
valley, but gives no estimate of the cost of such purchase.

IHoopa valley was selected last fall by late Superintendent Wiley as a reser-
vation, and posseseion taken under an arrangement with the settlers that their
improvements should,be purchased. Upon %nis guggestion that these improve-
ments would not cust more than $60,000, an approprintion of that umount was
made by Congress, and a board of appraisers designated. An appraisal made
under dircctions from this oflice, by partics represcnted to be disinterested, wag
already in progress, and their report reached this office before the instructions
under the act of Gongress were gent out. It made the valuation over $116,000,
besides a large quantity of agvicultural implements, amounting to aver $8,000.
The appraizal by the new board has just reached the office, and is within the
amount appropriatod for the improvements, while the valuation of the imple-
ments is about 84,260 in coin. Upon the payment of the amounts go returned,
the reservation will be entirely in the hands of government, and all white persons
excluded, exceept the necessary employés.

Superintendent Maltby does not represent the capacity of the reservation for
sustaining a large number of Indians in as favorable terms as his predecessor,
There are now 600 upon it, under charge of Agent Stockton, and 1,800 Kla-
maths are expected, this being, as now stated, about the capacity of the reserva-
tion.

No trouble is found in getting all the necessary labor from the Indians, an
overseer only being needed to dircet them,  Much expense for transportation of
pupplies is necessarily incurred until sufficient crops can be raised to subsist
the Indians.

Smith River reservation is upon the coast, and consists of one farm of 1,200
acres, besides adjoining lands, reated at a cost of $1,948 in gold per year.
Upon it are 700 Humboldt and Wylackio Indinns, quietly and industriously
occupied ; and they have raised this year an abundance for their subsistence.
T'he superintendent recommends the purchase of these lande, and wmare in the
vicinity, if necessary, as he thinks the cost of removing the Indians and patting
up the necessary buildings at any other point would greatly exceed the cost of
such purchase. He will be called upon for an estimate of the cost of the Jand
referred to, as well as of the remaining improvements in Round valley. 'L'he
Tule river furm, in the southern part of the State, under the charge of Agent
Hoffman, contains 1,280 acres, and is also rented at $1,000 a year. There are
upon it 800 Owen’s river and Tule river Indians, who, though the crops were
light, have raised enough to subsist them. The superintendent makes the same
recommendation as to purchase of this farm as in the case of Smith river, and
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thinks that sufficient land ean be had at fair rates-in the vicinity for other south-
crn bands who will soon have to be brought upon reservations,

With Superintendent Maltby's report he has forwarded the statements of two
speciul agents sent by his predecessnr last spring, with instructions to visit and
inquire into the condition of, and furnich sceds and a supply of implements to,
the Mission Indians, located in small scttlements near the southern line of the
State, from Los Angelos to San Diego. 'L'hese reporta are full of interest, and
the visit appears to have been of benefit to the Indians.  Unserupulous white
men scem to be interfering with their rights in a very unjustifiable mauner, and
it was time that protection was extended to them.

The total number of Indians upon the reservations named above is, by the
superintendent’s report, 3,860; while he cstimates the whole number in the
State not on reservations, and including the Mission Indians, (who live upon
and cultivate their own lands,) at 30,000, which is much beyond any other late
estimates of the population of the California tribes.

ARIZONA

After the resignation of Superintendent Poston, on the oceasion of his election
as a delegate to Congress last year, he left Mr. G. 'W. Leihy, whom he had
designated as assistant superintendent, in charge of Indian affairs in Arizona,
and Mr. Teihy was subsequently appointed superintendent. His annual report
did not reach this office in time for notice in this report, but will be found in the
appendix ; but by a letter reccived, nnder date of September 27, he gives some
imporlant information in regard to the tribes on and near the Colorado river.
z}hc )(_:tltlcr, which came too late for further notice, is among the papers submitted

crewith.

¥rom Mr. J. C. Dunn, who was among the persons appointed by Mr, Poston
as agents, as referred to in the last annual report from this office, advices were
received during the last summer of hostilities having broken out among the In-
dinns nlong the Colorado river, but no details have been forwarded. Mr. Da-
vidson, who was desgignated by lute Superintendent Poston as agent for the
Lapagos Indians, in the southwest part of the Territory, bas furnished much
valuable information in regard to that interesting and thoroughly loyul people.
In order to place in permanent form such information as to the character, his-
tory, and traditions of the Indian tribes as can be obtained, I have included Mr.
Davidson’s report among the papers to be published with this report. The Pa-
pagos occupy villages and the adjacent country, in the southwest portion of
Arizona, having for their centre and most important point the old mission church
of Sun Xavier del Bae, and number sowme 5,000 gouls. The Pimos and Mari-
copns (cnnfederated) are an independent and industrious people, living further to
the nurth and west, and number, according to late Superintendent Poston, some
7,600. Over these two tribes Mr. Davidson was, on the occagion of his late
vigit to the enst, and after your conference with him, appointed by the depart-
ment as a special agent, and furnished with guch portion of funds from the ap-
proprintion for Arizona ns was deemed applicable to the Indians nssigned to his
agency, which nlso includes tho Tame Apaches, a small number of well-dis-
posed persons of the extensive tribe which causes so much trouble in that re-
gion,

The Papagos have from time to time furnished soldiers to aid the whites
agninat the iuroads of the Apaches, and have been very efficient.

Their friendship has been fully recognized, and it is hoped that, under the'
teacher to be provided, and by means of the agricultural implements and other
really valuable articles to be furnished them, they will make rapid improvement
in civilization. Indeed, from the accounts received from Agent Davidson ihey
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appear to be even now fully equal to the ordinary Mexican populatign of the
country in all the elements required to make good citizens.

Of the Cocopas, who live near the mouth of the Colorado river, upon Mexi-
can territory; the Yumas, numbering some 1,500, living further north, along the
same river; and the Mojaves, Yavapais, Hualopais, and Chemihuevis, who
number about 8,000, and live near the Colorado river, between I'ort Yuma and
Yort Mojave, we have literally nothing during the last year. Whether or not
they have been engaged in the hostilities refcrred to above is not known; but
the probability is that the war party was composed of a band known as Apache-
Mojaves, ncither belonging to the one tribe nor the other, but vagabonds
from both. Still, it would appear from Mr. Dunn’s letter that the whites
were the aggressors; and this may be Inid down as a gencral rule in re-
gard to the Indians of the western glape, that unless provoked by wunton out-
rage, or driven by starvation to plunder, they are a quiet and peaceable people.
Nothing has been done in regard to the proposed reservation lying between
Corner Rock and Halfway Bend, on the Colorado, which was authorized by act
of Congress lagt winter. The reservation, it is understood, ean only be made
available for the Indians by an extensive irrigating canal, estimated to cost some
$100,000 in currency, for which Congress made no appropriation.

Besides the tribes above mentioned, there are in Axizona a large number of
Apaches, roughly estimated at 4,000, and the Moquis, who are village Indians,
living in a half civilized state, in the northeastern part of the Territory. Some
account of these interesting villagers was given in the report of last year from
this office, but no agent of the government has visited them. They are allied
by language to the Pueblos, of New Mexico, and having suffered greatly from
starvation, a delegation visited the nearest Pucblos last winter, having travelled
hundreds of miles to obtain relief, which was given to them by Agent Juhn
Ward, as stated in his report upon the subject.

If it proves, upon examination, to be impracticable to attach this people io
any of the Arizona agoncies, measures will be taken to supply their moderate
wants from New Mexico, if Congress will provide the means, though it scems
doubtful whethier the dry plains wpon which they live will long sustain them.
The want of water for crops and stock is the principal difficulty, and to the
gradual drying up of the streams and decreasing average of moisturc is ascribed
by many the gradual diminution of the population of this whole region, which,
a8 is evident from the many remains of extensive buildings and suttlements,
once teemed with busy life.

The Pai-Utes extend their range into northern Arizona, but arc mostly in Ne-
vada since the change of the boundary of that Territory one degree to the cast-
ward. It is very much to be regretted that goods sent for the Arizona Indians
from New York as long ago as the early fall of 1864 had not at last accounts
reached their destination. They have travelled to San Francisco, thence down
the coast again, and up the California Gulf to Guaymas, where it was found in-
possible to land them, owing to the French siege then in progress. At last ac-
counts, I understand that the goods have gone back to gan TFranciseo upon a
United Stutes vessel, and will probably be found there by Mr. Davidson, who
has recently returned to his post,

A recent communication received from Mr. H. Elrenberg, who was for some
time acting as Indian agent in Arizona, submity certain plans for the benefit of
the Indinng, It will be seen that he opposes, for reasons given, the project of a
reservation for the Indians along the Colorado river.

NEVADA.

Indian affairs in Nevada, or rather our advices in regard to them, have been
and are in a very unsatisfactory condition,
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Since the last annual report of Governor Nye, ex-officio superintendent, we
are almost without a word of information in regard to the condition of the In-
dians of that State. Lt was not until July last a superintendent was appointed,
and the appointee, Hubbard G. Parker, csq., did not enter upon his duties until
September. 'I'he goods for the Nevadn Indians were forwarded lust epring,
with the expectation that they would be taken in charge and distributed by
Agent Lockhart, who was at Carson City, to which place they were shipped.
The appearance in this city of Agent Lockhart in June, and his subsequent re-
signation, dizappointed this hope; for Mr, Burch, the local agent at Ruby val-
ley, had also left his post, or resigned, and no person was left in Nevada
to attend to Indiun affairs, Senator Nye, who, a8 governor and superintendent
ex-ofticio, had been very successful in his adwinistration of Indian affairs, was
appealed to to assist, so far as hic could make it convenient, in regard to several
matters of importance; and, although no advices have been reccived, I enter-
tain some confidence that the interests of the service have not seriously suffered.
"There has been, from the first, very little difiiculty with the Indians of Nevada,
partly beenuse they are a very peaceable peorlc, and partly because of the judi-
cious course taken by Governor Nye in estublishing efficient special agencies to
look after them, and prevent difEcultics and disturbances, rather than'to await
their occurrence.

Agent Lockhart had general charge of the Indians, branches of the ’ai-utes,
and a portion of them known as the Carson valley Indians, who had reservations
surveyed in the western part of Nevada, including Walker lake and Pyramid
lake; and a smaller reservation for a farm and mill and timber bad been sclected
on the Truckeeriver. Tast year the necessary expenditures for this mill and for
an irvigating ditch for the farn had been made, but the failure of water in the
river disappointed for a time the hopes raised as to both mill and furne.

I cannot dismiss with this brief reference the subjeet of this mill and rescrvation.
The reservation wus selected with a view to give the Indians a home, and to
furnish, in its very valuable timber, stock for the costly mill to be crected
upon it. Lo justity such a cost (about $25,000, including stock of logs alrcady
cut) it was undoubtedly contemplated that, beyond the very moderate wants of
the Indians in the way of lnmber for houses, sales of lumber to a large amount
were to e made for the benefit of the Indians of the ageney. I kunow not what
other objecet there could have been for cither reservation or mill.

From papers in this office, both original and copies from the files of the depart-
ment proper, it appears that, under date of March 31, 1865, a letter of instruc-
tions wus given by your predecessor to Clark W.Thompson, then supcrintendent
of Indian affairs for the northern superintendency, to scll this mill in Nevada;
a blank contract for the sale accompanying the instructions, I refer to both of
these documents as published among the papers accompanying this report. The
reasons for the sule, as stated in Sceretary Usher’s letter, were bricHy these:
That the Pacific railroad would pass near the site of the mill, and make the
locality unfit for an Indian reservation ; and that the expense of the mill having
been greater than was expeeted, and it being considered injurious to the Indians
and the public interests to hnve the Indians so near to the “ settlements attend-
ing the construction of the railroad,” it was contemplated to reduce tlic reserva-
tion by about five miles, # which would muke it proper and necersary to sell the
will property,” A Mr. W, N. Leet was suggested as & person who would be
likely to purchase tha mill, and Mr. Thompson was authorized to exccutoa con-
tract on the part of government with the purchaser. The contract enclosed
provided for the sule of the mill, with all thologs then cut upon the reservation,
and the privilege of cutting logs upon the even-numbered acctions of the reser-
vation for ten years, paying for the whole .$30,000 in lumber, delivered at the
mill, at the lowcst caslh prices prevailing at the time of delivery, and in instal-
ments of $5,000 for the first year, and $2,500 for the succeeding ten yeurs.
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This contract was exccuted by Mr. Thompson and Mr. Leet on the 27th day
of May, 1865, and a copy, one of three originals, only reached this office from
Mr. Thompson in the month of August, just before I left this city on public
business. I at once disapproved the contract, and directed Mr. Leet to be in-
formed of such disapproval. DBut, upon more carcful examination since my re-
turn, I am satieficd that in case you concur in my views of the nature of the
transaction, some active steps should be taken to prevent a gross injustics.

I cannot see, in the letter of instructions referred to, any satizfactory reasons
for selling the mill.  On the contrary, the fact that it had cost a great deal of
money appears to me the greater reason why it should have been put at work at
the earlicat day possible, %)r the benefit of the agency, upon the large stock of
logs already provided. Neither can I appreciate the rensoning in the case of
the Indians referred to, (however it might apply to others,) that they shonld be
required to remove back from the line of the railroad. On the contrary, being
willing to labor, as was shown by their industry in constructing the irrigating
canal referred to above, they could have sccured emplayinent for a long time
upon the railroad work. 'L'he sale appears to me to amount to little more than
gwing Mr, Lecet the mill, with timber of immense value with which to rnn it for
ten years. But, even if it had been proper to make this gale, it secms strange
that a superintendent should be sent from Minnesota, where his serviees were
veeded, to Nevada, at great expense, to effect it, when it could have been done
as well by the agent at Carsou Gity, or the superintendent of California. I
confess that I am groping somewhat in the dark in considering this subject, but
I am sure I cannot be wrong in checking the consummation of the project;
and I have instructed the superintendent to take immediate possession of the
mill and logs, and all property purporting to have been sold; aund, unless other-
wise directed by your department, I ghall in no manner recognize this singular
transaction.

Special Agent Burch, who hiad charge of the Humboldt and other Indians,
with agency at Ruby valley, gave assurance last ycar, on the part of Lis In-
dians, (numbering about two thousand,) and of the Pannakies, further to the
north, that they would not molest the travellers who were expected to erowd
the emigrant routes from California to Idaho and Montana, and it is presumed
that they have kept their promise, as no complaints have reached this office.

When Agent Lockhart was hiere e represented that a portion of the Carson
Valley Indians, who had given up their lands without receiving any considera-
tion therefor, aud who were peaccable and industrious, obtaining their living by
labor about the towns and diggings, asked that a small tract of land might be
given them, upou which they might have a right to settle their families, as they
had not a foot of land of which they had an unmolested occupation, This
modest request was granted, and action taken by requesting Governor Nye to
make the necessary selections, the department also dirccting the selections thus
made to be respected at the district land office.

Allusion is elsewhere made to the fact that the Pai-Utes, to whom Mr. Sales
was gent ag special agent by Superintondent Irish, of Utah, at the instance of
settlers in Mcadow valley and the vicinity, were, by the placing of tho bound-
ary of Nevadn one degree furtler cast, thrown mostly into Nevada. Meadow
valley is in Nevads, and is uuderstood to be the centro of a rich mining dis-
trict, where, if we are to credit tho aceounts given to M, Sales, fabulous amounts
of gold and silver are to be found. By what routes the hardy and sdventurous
miners have found their way thither does not appear, though it was Mr. Lock-
hart’s opinion that they had come from the northwest, by way of Esmeralda.
It secmed very desirable, in order to prevent difficulty between the settlers and
the Indiane, that a special agency should be established at or near Meadow val-
ley, but it was impossible to decide whether, for facility of communication, tha
agency should report through Utsh eastward, or through Nevada, via Saa
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Francirco. Superintendent Irvigh thought that it ehould report through him,
while Mr. Lockhart thought that communication wonld be more certain and
speedy through Eemeralda and Cureon City.

Into thig subject, as well as in refation to the other matters concerning Indinn
affairs in Nevada, Superintendent Purker has been directed to make immediate
inquiry and to report as soon'as possible.  Mis report will be laid before you
when received, aud it can then be decided what is necessary to be done for the
Indians of that State.

It has been ascertained that certain packages of goads destined for Nevada,
amounting in value to abont 84,600, and which, if sent by the best route, should
have reached their destination in time to be distributed to the Indinns ey this
fall, were sent to Nebruaka Gity for transportation overland, and hy zome blun-
der, the respongibility for which this office has not yet been able to fix, were
left behind by the contractor for transportation,  As soon as this fact was dix-
covered, steps were taken to place these goods fu the hands of Superintendent
Murphy, of the central superintendency, and it is proposed to use them tor the
Indians of that or neighboring supervintendencies, and make their equivalent
vilue available for Nevada,  L'he total population of the Indians in Nevada,
agide from thoge whoze vinge extends into that State, but who have besn esti-
mated in other superintendeneies, is supposed to he abour ¥,600.

UTAH.

We obtain from the annual report of Supevintendent Irish a clearer idea of
the numbers, location, character, and coudition of the Indimma of Gtah Terri-
tory than has heretofure been furnished.  "They may be classified as follows :

Eastern bands of Shoshonees and mixed Lands of Bawnnacks and Shoshonees,
numbering about 4,000, under the chict Washakee, a true friend of the whites.
They range through northeastern Utah and southenstern Idahog were partics
to the treaty of July, 1863; regard the Wind River region in Idaho and the
country abuut the upper waters of the North Platte as their residence, and de-
sire a reservation there,  Governor Lyon, of Idaho, will probably make a treaty
with them for the purpose.

Northwestern Shoshonees, wumbering 1,500, rauging about sundry valleysin
and near the Goose Creck monntning, but being mostly in Idaho; were parties
to the treaty of Box Llder of July, 18635 are poor, and suffered from hunger
Inxt winter, but kept their promises, and did wot disturb the emigrant routes.
The superintendent assizted thew to a small extent, and sceured employwent
for miny of them ax herdsmen.

Goships, (or Gosha- Utes,) numbering nliont 8§00, vuging west of Salt lake,
were parties to the treaty of ‘LTuille Valley of October, 18635 nre very poor;
and depend for snbsistenee upon roots and nuts, and their vesourees ave disap-
penring as the white population advanees.  Uhe treaty provides a yearly proes-
it of §1,000 in gooda ov provizions, aud the superintendent say= this amount
should be considerably inerensed.

Weber- Utes, numbering eight hundred, living in the Salt Lake, Weber, and
Ogden valleys, and iu the neighborhaod of the tawns.  They wre u mixture of
‘I).u:.s :n}d'Slumlmm-us. and arve represented ay anidle, shifiless, and vagabond
.:'11)_0. giving nwuch trouble by petty depredutions.

Utahs—These ave divided into several bands, as follows :

.Tm/]mm;g-', wanmall bund of three hundred, inhabiting the Utah valley and
neighboring, mountaing,

Uintah Valley Indiuns, numbering three thougaud, oceupying northenstern
Utnh and (he Green River country.

Puh-Vun's, numbering fifteen hundred, and rauging through Pali-Vaut and
Sevier valleys, and west to the White mountains, A very favorable neecunt i
given of them.  "Uleie most influential chiel, Konosh, has induced them to pay

131
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attention to farming, and his good offices will be availed of to induce a more
ready compliance with the policy of the department, in the removal of all the
Utahs to the Uintall Valley rescrvation.

San Pitches, numbering abous 500, and live in the San Pitch valley and along
the Sevier river. They are very poor, and live upon fish, roots, nuts, &e.

Besides the above Utahs, there is a large number of Indiang, estimated at
6,000, called the P:-Edes, allied in language to the Utals, but very poor, and
obtaining a precarious living upon o barren region in the southern part of the
Territory. They cultivate here and there a fuw patches of grain or vegetables,
but arc often reduced for subsistence even to feed on lizards, toads, and insects,
"The superintendent Lopes to induce them to accept a better home upon the
Uintah Valley reservation, as soon as the preparations at that point are suffi-
ciently advanced.

The Palk-Ures, who formerly constituted a congiderable portion of the Indian
population of Utah, have, by the late change in the boundary between this Per-
ritory and Nevada, been thrown for the moat part into that State, although they
have been visited and looked after by Special Agent Sales, sent to them by Su-
perinteudent Irish, at the urgent appeal of citizens, indursed by the late gover-
nor, Hon. J. D. Doty. In Governor Doty this office has lost an able and will-
ing adviser and cfficient aid in developing its policy and uvbtaining an influence
?V(:l‘ the Indians; while the latter, as well as the white settlers, have lost a true
riend.

Governor Doty returned to this office, under date of 1Sth of November, 1864
the treaties with the northwest Shoshonees and the Shoshonee Goships, with
the amendment of the Scnate ratified, and those treaties have been proclaimed;
but he was not able to get the northeast Shoshonees and mixed Bannacks and-
Shoshonees together.

Much correspondence has taken place between the superintendent and this
office in relation to the proper plans to be pursued in regard to preparing the
Tintah Valley reservation for a home for all the Utahs who can be induced to
remove to it, but not much has been done until recently towards accomplishing
the desired end.  Both the superintendent and Agent Kinuey presented plans for
the expenditure of the appropriation for the purpose made by Congress, but
both, especially the latter, contemplated the use of a considerable part of the
funds in expenses of removal, or clothing, or subsistenee.

As the deeision of Seerctary Usher was that no portion of the funds could be
used for thiese purposes, and that they could only be used in preparing the res-
ervation to reccive the Indians, it was deemed advisable to expend the fands in
such preparations no faster than there was a reasonable hope of getting the In-
dians to avail themselves of the advantages offered to them; the theory adopted
being that after a portion of the Indians had removed to the reservation their
labor could be availed of to assist those who were to follow, and thus a large
expenditure for labor be saved to the government. I am now inelined to think
that perhaps it would bave been well to push these preparations forward more
vigorously, as it wonld scemn from Superintendent Irish's speeial report relative
to the treaty referved to below, that the Indians show much more willingness
to remove than was expected. Agent Kinney has gone upon the reservation,
and a full report from him was expected, but has failed to arrive. T'he exami-
nation made of the Uintah valley, whiclr is ample in extent for all of the Utabs,
showed it to be abundantly fertile, well timbered and well watered, and measures
have been tuken to warn all white persons away from the tract reserved.  The
people of Utah have been anxious to obtain possession of the several small res-
crvations licretofore withlicld from sale, particulurly the onc at Spanish Fork,
none of them heing ut present oceupied nnd cultivated by or for the benefit of
the Indiang. "L'he superintendent represented that, as to some of these reserva-
tions, the Indians S jc-ted to their survey and salo till they were paid for them

Scanned by KJD - 2009 18 of 64



D.N. Cooley, October 31, 1865, Report g’%@m@g&gg#&%ﬁWMARY OF THE INTERIOR, 187

H. Exec. Docs., 39 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol.

or provided for clsewhero; and, atall events, suggested that their consent ought
first to be obtained before any survey should be made. The suhbjeet having
been submitted to your department, it was determined that an attempt should
be made to obtain the formal consent of all of the Utah bauds, on considera-
tion of substantial and permancnt benefits to be received, to remove to the
Uintah valley, and cede their right of occupancy of all other Innds in the
Territory. Accordingly, instructions to this end were sent to Superintendent
Irish in the spring ; and during the month of June he suceecded in convening
the leading men of the tribes at Spanish Fork, and making a treaty which has
received the nssent of all the Utah bands above named, and which has been
recently laid before you. The superintendent’s intercsting report, which ac-
companicd the treaty, gives ground for hope that a great work is well-nigh ac-
complished for the Lerritory, in throwing its lands open to scttlement, as well
as for the Indiang, in providing for them a comfortuble home.

The treaty cedes nearly the whole of Utah Territory, excepting only the
Uintah valley, and a strip along the southern end of the Tervitory, and if the
superintendent is successful in his attempt to bring the Pi-Edes to agree tv the
treaty, that strip also will be ceded. It may be observed by those critical in
geographical lines that the northwestern part of Utah is also covered by claims
made by different bands of Shoshonees in the treatics of amity with them ; but
as the last-named tribes will soon be under treaty in Idaho, where they properly
belong, no conflict of jurisdictinn is likely to arise.

I rccommend that medals and presents be given to Washalkee, chicf of the:
northeast Shoshonees, and to Xonosh, chief of the PPah-Vants, as a special tes-
timonial of appreciation by the depavtment of their good conduct and good in-
fluence over their people.  Washakee vecently asked permission to take part in
the campaign against the western Sioux, and this was granted, subject to the
arrangetents to be made with the military commander of the district of the
Upper Platte.

There has been, as appears from the superintendent’s report, considerable:
uncasy feeling among all the Utah Inlians, resulting from representations made:
to them by dizloyal whites as well as by Indians, that the white troops were not
suceceding in thuir campaign against the Sioux, who were represented as fight-
ing for the rights of the whole red race,and to save themselves from extermina-
tion.  Still further cause of dissatisfuction occurred in the delays incident upon
the delivery of the goods promised to the Indians, which delay was caused by
the goods being turned back by the military officers in command along the over-
land route, after having been started in good season from Nebraska Gity ;. but in
spi]t]c of these untoward circumstances the Indians liave behaved remarkably
well.

The superintendent suggests that hereafter the goods be forwarded over the
plains by mule trains, nstead of by oxen, 3o that, hy being started in good sea-
ton, they may with some degree of certainty be expected to arrive at their des-
tinatiow in time to be distributed to the Indians before they leave for their winter
hunt,

NEW MEXICO.

But three of the Indian agents in New Mexico have made their annual reports
this yenr—Agents Ward, Arvchuleta, and Labadi. Those of the two former are
somewlit meagre.  L'hat of the latter is more full, and gives some interesting
information in regard to the tribes now and heretofore nader lis charge ; but it
comes ab too late o day to receive any extended notice.

It is understood that most of the agents appointed in New Mexico canneither
read nor write in the English language, whiclg may account for the slowness of
some and the delinquency of others in furnishing reports, I have some {ufor-
mation in regard to the present condition of Indian affairs in New Mexico, from
the snperintendent’s annual report, but he states that he is obliged to present it
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without assistance from the agents, although, like them, he speaks the Spanish
language. In order to give an intelligible summary as to matters in this Terri-
tory, I am obliged to rely much cn previous reports, and upon information ob-
tained from the late superintendent, Dr., Steck, on his late visit to this city.

The Indians of New Moxico may be best divided into four classes, to wit:

Apaches, of which there are four divisions, the Mescaleros and Mimbres,
whose range was, and for the most part still is, the southeast quarter of the Ter-
ritory ; the Jicarillas, numbering, according to Agent Labadi, 987 souls, ranging
in the northeast portion—these tribes or bands, together, being estimated to num-
ber some 3,500; and the Gila Apaches, in southwest New Mexico, estimated at,
say, 4,000 or 4,500.

Utahs, being the Mohuaches, a small band of some 500, who range along the
north end of the T'erritory, partly in Oolorado; and the Capotes and Wannemuches,
living in the northwest, numbering some 2,500.

Pueblos, or * Village Indians,” occupying some nineteen villages, scattered
for a long distance along & line drawn northeast and southwest through Santa
X', holding their lands by grants from the Spanish government, confirmed to
them by the United States, and numbering about 7,000 souls.

Navajoes, teken prisoucrs by the military forces, and removed to the rescrva-
tion at B3osque Redondo, on the Pecos river, in the eastern part of the Territory
in 1863~'64, and numbering, at latest accounts, a little over 7,000; their original
ix;me being in what is now Arizona, though ranging into northwestern New

exico,

Of the Apaches, my information, through Superintendent Delgado’s report, is

meagre. 'The reservation at the Bosque Redondo was (by recoanmendation from
this office of January 14, 1864, laid before the President of the United States,
and approved by him, as appears from department letter of January 16, 1864)
set apart for the Apaches, it being intended tn colonize all of the various bands
of that tribe upon it; and as it was cstimated to contain about 6.000 or 7,000
acres of arable land, it was deemed sufficient for the purpnses. A Dbeginning
was made with a portion of the Mesealeros, who were represented as progressing
with their agricultural operations in such a manner as to give good reason to
hope that the remainder of the bands couid be induced to come in.  L'he removal
of the Navajoes to the rescrvation, being old enemies of the Apaches, and so
largely outnumberipg ‘them as to nearly monopolize the reservation, is under-
stood to have checked the further concentration of the Apaches at that place,
and the number upon the reservation has remained about the same as last year,
the ruperintendent reporting it at 472. The Jicarilla Apaches, who are sup-
posed to be cared for by the agency situated upon the Cimarron river, in the
northeast, are represented by Agent Labadi as being further advanced in eivili-
zation than the other wild tribes, having been more in the settlements, and many
of them speaking the Spanish language. From other sources they are repre-
sented ay hard cases—worthless vagabonds—concerning whose improvement
the superintendent suggests their removal to the Bosque Rudondo, where I
doubt if there is room for them, or if they could be induced to go and remain.
"I'he agent recommends that they be established on a good reservation in their
own country, and says that if this werc done, and some assistance afforded them
by the government, they would raise good crops, establish schools, and learn to
obtain an honest living.

Of the Gila Apackes very little is known. Some yearsago they were visited, :
and exhibited a disposition to concentrate upon a reservation, which was at that '
time selected by Superintendent Steck, on the dividing line between New Mexico
and Arizona, in a fertile and isolated valley, but nothing further has been done
in regard to them.

Iu regard to the Utals, the small band of Mohuaches, being aHicd to the Tabe-

" quaches of Colorado, should, it is thought, be turned over to that superintendency,
and concentrated with them on the proposed reservation on the San Juan river,

————————— .
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in southwestern Colorado. They and the Jicarilla Apaches, having long been
neighbors and intermarried, expressed to Agent Labadi a strong desire to con-
tinue united, which desire should certainly be gratified.

The Capotes and Wannemuches (Guignimuches) are represented as friendly
tribes of the great fumily of Utahs, powerful, warlike, and independent.

Agent Archuleta represents them as a wandering people, living partly by
the chase, partly by the aid of government, and partly by stealing and begging;
that they ave utterly debased, and of the lowest grade of intelligence. They
are disinclined to settle upon any reservation, and the superintendent appears
to think that such concentration is unnecessary at present; and that when the
progress of white population shall demand it, it can be effected without serious
difficulty.

The Pueblos Indians, concerning whom an claborate report was furnished
last year Ly Agent Ward, showing their number in the different villages, with
much other valuable information, remain in much the same condition, except
that two or three of the villages or settlements bave suffered greatly from dronght,
and from sudden overfow of streams, destroying their crops of grain and fruit,
so that relief is necessary to kecp them from starvation. Such directions have
been given as will enable this office to know to what extent relief i3 nccessary,
and such relicf will be given as the funds at hend will allow,

These Indians are a quiet agricultural people, industrious and sclf-sustaining,
and nced oaly, in ordinary circumstances, aid in the way of agricultural imple-
wmonts ; but they are very desirous to have schools established among them, and
this will be done a3 soon as it can be ascertained where, among the many vil-
lages, schools can be established to the best advantage, as it 18 apparent that
the funds at the disposal of this office will not allow of provision for a school at
cach of the nine*een villages.

In regard to the Navajos, now established at the Bosque Redondo reservation,
the accumulated testimony is 8o conflicting, derived from sources equally entitled
to eredit, and from persons who should have, and, so far as appears, have had but
one object in view~—the best interest of the government and of the Indians, that
I am reluctant at present to express a decided opinion in regard to the perma-
nent policy to be adopted. The difference is wide between the views of the late
superintendent, Dr. Steck, who urged, and was supported by excellent author-
ity in urging, that the Bosque:Redondo reservation was barely sufficient for the
Apaches, for whom it was set apart—that the Navajos and Apaches could not
live together upon it; that the™ Navajos could best support themselves upon a
reservation in their own country, where they had always been an agricultural
and pastoral people, raising large crops, and making their own garments from
the produce of their own flocks, and that the enormous expense of feeding them
at the Bosque Redondo, counting by millions almost, was an unneccssary ex-
penditure—nnd those of General Carleton, the military commandant of the
district, who insisted that, for the sake of permanent peace, the Navajos must
be taken entirely away from their own country, and that when once settled upon
a reservation they would provide for their own support.

General Carleton took the responsibility of testing the question by removing
the Navajos to the reservation; and this being done, they have been supported
there by the War Depurtment, with the aid of an nppropriation of a compara-
tively small amount by Congress, placed at the disposal of the Interior Depart-
ment.  An attempt was made late in 1864, by sending a special agent to the
"Lerritory, to obtain’such definite information as to the cuse aa to enable Congress
to act finally upon the subject, but the report of the agent did not reach this
office in time for action; and, indeed, while much valuable testimony was furnished
on boib sides of the mooted question, and much light thrown upon both sides, it
seemrd us difficult as ever to make a just decision. On the whole, inasmuch as
the Nuvrjos are at the reservation, where, as appears from Superintendent Del-
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gado's report, the most of them are quietly, under military supervision, working
the land, cultivating 3,500 acres this year, raising good crops and having rome
supply of stock of their own, and on tile whole are soing well; and inasmuch as
their removal from the former ecenes of their predatory warfare has resulted in
giving quict and security to a considerable portinn of the Territory, it has been

eemmed bert to accept, for the prescut at all events, the location at the Bosque as
a eettlcd fact, and an agent has been appointed, with speeial instructions to take
charge of the expenditures of the department on their behall, while a #pecial
agent has been charged with the duty of purchasing and conveying to the re-
servation a large quantity of useful implements and articles, having reference to
their beeoming scﬁf-eustaining at the earliert possible day. These articles are
now on their way across the plains in a train of wagons, which, with the stock
drawing them, will be needed upon the reservation. With a fair season for
crops next year it is expected that the Navajoe, by their agricuitural labor, will
relieve the government of the cost of subsistence after next year; and if they
c;mlbe supplied with sufficient stock, will manufacture a gnod ehare of their own
clotbing.

Thegspccinl agent, Mr. J. K. Graves, is instructed to inform himself fully,
and report at the carliest possible duy, in regard to the fucts necessary to a con-
clusion as to 1etaining the Navajos at the Bosqui: permanently, and as to the
cost of providing for them there, with allotments of land, &e.; and he is also to
make cxamination and report as to the condition of affairs at each of the other
agencicy, in regard to which this office is lamentably deficient in information,
knowing ncither what bas been done, nor what ought to be done, in hehalf of the
Indians. Almost immediately after the last adjournment of Congress, a change
was made in the superintendent, and four new agents appointed, three of whom
can ncither read nor write the English lunguage, and not assigned to any parti-
cular agencies.

It is a fuct, that, with the exception of Agent Archuleta, who is mentioned
by Superintendent Delgado as having charge of the agency of Abiquiu, for the
Capote Utahy, &c., and Agent labadi, in charge of the agency on the Cimar-
ron river, this office has no knowledge, and has been unable to obtain any, as to
the location of the several agents since last rpring. It is confidently expeeted
that from the report of Special Agent Graves some definite information will be
obtaincd. I trust that 1 ehall not exceed my proper pravince in this report
when 1 suggest that hereafter, whenever the subject of a change of pergons
charged with the management of Indian matters is proposed, your department,
at least, may b consulted as to thé propriety or necessity of any change, or at
all events, as to the existence of vacancies, and their location and circumstances.
I feel confident that if this course had been always taken, and the information
earily furnizhed had been laid before the appointing power, some of the chunges
of the last year would not bave been made; or if it was deemed advigable to
make them, this.office would bave been furnished with more accnrate information
in vegard to the changes intended, and thus with more certain means of conducting
the public businces intrusted to it. It appears, from the informatiim which my
brief tenure of this office has enabled me to obtain, that it has always been difh-
cult to obtain the services, a8 Indian agents, of persons who are willing to accept
the very moderate salaries paid by the government us their remuneration, and
to be content with acting a8 the conscientious gunidians of the Indians, as well
a8 the cconomical agents of the government expenditures in their behalf, with-
out supplementing their salaries by conniving with traders, contractors, or other

artice; and when sueh agents are found, I can but feel that any chauge must

e for the worge. I trust that such agents may be supplied, if it is possible,
where we do not have them now; and should be pleased, and am surc that the
interests of the government would be subserved, if such as we now have
could be retained.
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1 should mention, before leaving this superintendency, that during the last
winter one of the agencies was visited by & delegation from the Moqui village
Indiang, living in northeast Arizona, who had come, at the peril of their lives, a
distance of several hundred miles to obtain food to save their people from star-
vation, their crops having failed last year for want of water. Some relief was
given them, and they returned rejoicing. An interesting account of these Mo-
qui Indians has been given in previous reporte, and their country abounds in
remains of large buildings and populous towns, ‘the relies of old Aztec times.
Their country appears to be gradually drying up, and becoming unfit for the
habitation of man. They number about 2,500, and, as they belong to Arizona,
the attention of that euperintendency will be called to their condition and wanta.

»

COLORADO.

Affairs in this superintendency, on the eastern side of the mountain range
whicli occupies the central ridge of the Territory, have been in a very unaecttled
condition throughout the year. We are without any annual report from Gov-
ernor Evaus, ez gfficf> superintendent, but those of Agents Head and Oakes have
heen received, and from these, and from the correspondence of the office since
the laat annual summary, the following state of affairs appears:

There are now but two established agencies in Colorado, to wit: Tabequache
Utes, at Concjos, in the southwest, Agent Head, numbering about 4,500; Grand
River and Uintah bands of Utes, Middle Park agency, having headquarters at
present at Denver, and claiming a large district in the northwest, Agent Ouakes,
numbering 2,500.

The agency for the Arapahoes and Cheyennes, established under the treaty
of Fort Wise, in the southcast part of the Territory, had under charge about
1,500 Arapahoes and 1,600 (‘heyennes, and was known as the Upper Arkansas
agency, having its headquarters at Fort Lyon.

The northeastern portion of the Territory was within the limits of the region
claimed by the Arapahoes and Cheyennes, who were considered as being, with
two bands of Sioux, under charge of the Fort Laramie agency, now included
within the northern superintendency.

From Agent Head's report invegard to the Tabequache Utes, we learn that those
Indians have been very quiet during the past year, making no trouble, except
in one inetance, where a portion of one of the bands took forcible possession of
a few sacks of flour, to save themselves from starving. The agent took im-
mediate measures to supply their pressing necessities, since which occasion they
have been quict, although there were reasons for disconteut in the unavoidable
delay in the delivery of the goods promised them by treaty. 'I'bat treaty pro-
vides that whencver their chiefs shall express a desire, on behalf of their people, -
to settle down into cultivation of the soil, certain supplies of stock, &c., shall
be furnished to them. The agent states that such 18 now the desire of the
chiefs, and urges the fulfilment by government of this provision of the treaty.
A detailed estimate of the amount required for the purpose will be called for,
and tranemitted for your information when received. Governor Evang, during
the month of August, represented the tribe as very uneasy at the fuilure of
their goods to arrive, and expressed fear that hostilities would break out, but
there is no mention in their agent’s report of any such excitement. However,
steps were taken to push forward the goods as rapidly as poesible, and advices
of their arrival have recently been received. Oceasion is elsewhere taken to
refer to the subject of transportation across the plaius. Delays and failures in. -
the delivery of annuity goods are a fruitful cause of trouble with the Indians,
who yield the occupaucy of portions of their ranges, on consideration of the re-
ceipt of sundry articles necessary to their camfort, and expect to obtain them
in due season in the fall, so that they can leave for their winter hunt. The
suggestion that hereafter, if it could be accomplished at a reasonable price
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these goods should be forwarded by mule traing instead of by oxen, is congidered
a good one, and by adopting this course, and by greater care in the, shipment
from the frontier, I think that all cause for dissatisfuction ean be avoided.

Agent Head is of the opinion that ultimately the bands of Utes, now in New
Mexico, can be concentrated with the ‘L'abequaches to advantage.

Agent Oakes’s report as to the Grand river and Uintah bands is very brief
and nnsatisfactory, his connexion with them having been very short. e had
charge of a small number of friendly Arapahoes at Canp Collins before being
appointed to this agency, but the Arapuhoes left him and joined the war partivs
to the north in the carly spring. He represents the Indians of his present
charge ns very peaceable and friendly, and anxious to go upon a reservation.
At the lateat dates he was engaged in exploring the country in scarch of a suit-
able place for snch reservation.

A new agent has been appointed Ly the President to the Upper Arkansas
agencey, heretofore filled by Mr. Colley, uutil it was finally broken np a year
ago last sminmer by the Indians of his charge joining with the northern Sioux
nud others in hostilities against the whites. "U'he various circumatances leading
to thiz disastrous occurrence were detailed in the aunual report of last year, but
no official account has ever renched this oftice, from its own proper sonrces, of
that most disastrous and shameful occurrence of all, the massacre of a large
number of men, women and children of the Indians of this agency by the troops
under comm:ind of Colonel Chivington, of the United States vulunteer cavairy of
Uolorada.  Certain facts are apparent from the documents accompanying the re-
port of lagt year, and others have been detailed in a report tn Congress, and
these show that during the spring and summer of last year persistent efforts
were made by a part of these Indians to make peace, which efforts were repelled
by some of the military officers ; and that when several bundred of them had come
in to a place designated by Governor Evans as a rendezvous for these who
would separate themselves from the hostile parties, these Indians were set upon
and butchered in eold blood by troops in the service of the United States. Tho
few who escaped to the northward told a story which effectually prevented any
more advances towards peace by such of those bauds as were welr disposed, ex-
cept that during the last epring Romaun Nose, an Arapahoe chicf, sent word to
an officer at one of the posts that he was anxious to obtain permission to live
with his people in a lcesdity in the vicinity of the Little Chug river. Governor
Evans advised thiz office of the fuet, and some correspondence took place upon
the subject, but before any interview could be had with the chief, General Con-
ner's campaign commenced.

A considerable amount of money had been expended at the last mentioned agency
for permunent buildings, and for an extensive acequia, or ditch, for the purpose of
irrigating the lands for cultivation. How far this expenditure bas been made
unavailable for agency purposes in future by damnges done by the Indians or
others we have no means of knowing at present. Several bands of these Ara.
pahoes and Clieyennes went south and east, and took refuge among the Kiowas
and Comnanches, of Agent Leavenworth’s charge, and were represcented at the
counctl which was held at Bluff ereek, in southwestern Kaunaas, in the early part
of this month. That commission, the history of which is more particularly
given under the head of the Central Superintendency, after being in scssion
about a fortnight, had succceded, as stated in another part of this report, in ne-
gotinting a treaty with the Arapahoes and Cheyenues of this agency, number-
ing 2,800 ; and they have agreed to use their uimost endeavors to briug in
those of the Upper Platte who have been associated with the Sioux and other
hostile Indians in the northwest, having already sent out runners to inform them
that peace had been offered them. The Apaches, too, leaving the Kiowas and
Comanches, had given their assent to this treaty, and confederated with the Ara-
pahoes and Cheyennes, the new combination being designuted as * the confed-
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erated tribes and bauds of Cheyenncs, Arapahoes and Apaches.” 'This treaty
will soon be lnid before you, with a special report in reference to it.

"T'he new agent, Mr. Taylor, who was lulely appointed ic the Upper Arkan-
sas ageney, wus directed to report to Governor Evans, or to his succeasor, Gov-
ernor Cumming, for assignment to such duty ag he should designate in connex-
jon with the Indiaun service. As the Indians, under arrangements made at the
council above referred to, are to reside temporarily on the reservation made by
the treaty of Fort Wise, and at the place where the improvements were being
made for them, this agent has been sent to that point to remain with the Indians
there until the necessary steps can be taken to remove the latter to their new
reservation south of the Arkansas river,

The report of the commission above referred to will be found among the doc-
uments accompanying this report.

DAKuUTA.

This superintendency, comprising the "erritory of Dakota, has been for a
considerable time the scene of interesting events, it being the region in which
General Sully has carricd on his campaigns ngainst the Sionx Indians of the
upper Missouri and country adjacent thereto ; while General Conner’s operations
against the Sioux and other Indians of the upper Platte, whose agency was at
Fort Laramie, have driven those Indians far up into the region attached to Da-
kota for judicial purposes, but lying west of that L'erritory, and between Col-
orado on the south and Montana on the north.

There are five agencies in this superintendency, viz:

Yanctons, at their reservation on the’ Missouri river, near Fort Randall, and
near the southern boundary of the Territory; P. H. Conger is the agent, the
number of Indians being 2,300.

Poncas, near the Yancton reservation, on the Niobrara river, which forms part
of the boundary between Dakota and Nebraska; Agent Potter has them in
charge. munbering at the last census 1.100.

Crow Creek Agency, near old Fort Pierre, on the Missouri. This is the point
selected for a home for both the Winnebagoes and Sioux of the Mississippi, who
were removed from Minnesota. The Winnebagoes have gone down to the Oma-
ha reservation, in Nebraska Territory, leaving the Sioux, numbering 1,039, by
a late enumeration, under the charge of Ageny Stone.

Upper Missouri Siouz.  This agency bas scarcely a local habitation ; Mr, 8.
N. Latta, who held, until recently, the office of agens, and who bas from time to
time distributed the annuity goods due to the Indians, having had of late very
listle to do with them, as they bave for the most part been iucluded among the
hostile tribes.  Governor Edmunds, ex-officio superintendent, estimates the num-
her of the various bands as_follows: T'wo Kettles, 780; Minnccongos, 2,220;
Yanktonnais, 4,200; Uncpspas, 2,400, and Blackfeet Sioux, 1,200; Sioux of
the Mississippi (not on the reservation) about 800, making a total of about
11,690. .

Uppier Missouri, The tribes held as belonging to this agency, having its head-
quarters at Fort Berthold, far up oun the Missouri river, under the charge of
Agent Wilkinson, are the Gros Ventres, Arickarees and Mandans, together num-
bering 2,500 ; the Assinaboines, estimated at 3,280 ; and the Crows at 3,500; the
Iatter tribe, however, ranging iuto what is now Montana Lerritory.

New agents have, during the past season, been appointed for the Yanctons,
Poncas, and Sioux at Crow creek, the commission of Mr. Burleigh at the first-
named agency having expirved, the sccond having been vacant for a year, and
Agent Buleombe who had charge of both the Sioux and Winuebagoes, having
gone down to the Omaha reservation with the latter tribe. Special reports, re-
guirod by the superintendent of each of these new agents, in regard to the con-

ition of affairs as they found them, were forwarded to this office, and from these
and the monthly reports since sent in we obtain much valuable information.

Scanned by KJD - 2009 25 of 64



D.N. Cooley, October 31, 1865, Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
H. Exec. Docs., 39 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 2, Doc. 1, pp. 169-232 (1248).

[

194 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Agent Conger found the Yanctons in a very unsatisfactory condition, and
expressing much discontentment, and complaining that government had not
kept its promises to them, as made in -the treaty by which they ceded what is
now the settled portion of Dakota. He reported the agency buildings in a
dilapidated condition, and everything run duwn; no cattle or stock, farming
tools few and in bad condition, and very small preparation for a crop this year.
1t Leing already the 1st of May when Mr. Conger took the agency, but little
could be done towards getting in & crop, and, for want of good sced, that little
for the most part failed. The Indians are represented as being very idle and
improvident. Tlere is no school on the reservation, and none has been in ex-
istence, although the treaty provides liberally for one, and the vouchers of late
Agent Burleigh arc on file for the expenditure of considerable sums of money
for the purpose; and there are no missionarics or teachers, though the Indians
express a desire for their services.

It being considered that the annuitics of the tribe are sufficient, under proper
management, to place these Indiana in a much better condition, and that they
ought to be at least as well provided with the comforts of life as the neighboring
tribes of Nebragka, the superintendent and agent are doing everything in their
power to accomplish this end. On account of the failure of crops, special sup-
plies of food must be furnished to the tribe for the coming winter, and with this
factin view T have been husbanding the funds applicuble totbem; but as nearly
one-half of the approprintion for them for the current fiscal year had been used
before the year commenced, it is doubtful whether the amount on hand will be
sufficient to prevent suffering among them. The cause of this deficiency, and
the rcm'edy proposed for it, are stated in that part of this report relating to « Hi-
nances.’’

It is hoped that another year these Indians, being better pravided, and influ-
enced by pressing necessity, will be found cultivating good crops. The agency
farms, at all events, will be under cultivation.

The Poncas, who had been without a regularly appointed agent for some
time, but who were under the charge of a person specially detailed by the su-
perintendent, were found to have some 250 acres under cultivation, with a pros-
pecet of au abundunt erop.  This Lope has been fully realized, and the tribe,
with the proceeds of a successful hunt, is in a comfortable condition for the win-
ter, and, as appears by the report of Governor Edmunds, ez officio superintend-
ent, thoy are affording aid to their neighbors the Yanctons.  The buildings of the
agency are stated to be much in need of repairg, being built of cottonwood,
which makes very poor lumber. 'There is no school upon the reservation ; the
trenty requires one, and money to a cousiderable amount has been forwarded
from time to time, on the requisition of former agents, for achool purposus.
Special inquiry has been directed to this point. The agent proposes to employ
Indians to do the necessary labor upon the reservation, and finds them willing
to work for veasonable wages, and anxinus to increase their stock of tenms, wag-
ong, &c. We ehall, I am confident, find matters much improved also at this
agency another year, if the scason is favorable for crops.

Attention was called last year to the fact that the murderers of several of thia
loyal and friendly tribe had not been discovered and punished. I trust that, as
there seems to be no probuobility that this will be done, a special appropriation
may be made for presents to the relutives of the deceased.

Considering the character of the soil at the Crow Creek agency, the fact that
the Sioux removed thither were mostly old men, women and children, who had
been taken captive or given themselves up soon after the Minnesota massacres, and
the further fact that their small attempts at hunting had been frustrated by their
partics being turned back by the military forces, these Indians are in as good a
condition a3 could well be expected. They are provided for out of an appropri-
ation of $100,000 made by Congress, all treaties with their tribe having been
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declared abrogated, and of course all annuities stopped. Agent Stonc found
many things neceded, which, with good management, the funds appropriated to
their use ought to supply, particularly working cattle and cows. The buildings
also were in poor condition, and the triba ill provided as to shelter. Meas-
ures were taken towards an improvement iu these mattevs. The Indians were
somewhat afflicted with ecurvy, and, on the recommendation of the superin-
tendent, and at the snggestion of Hon. Mr. Hubbard, of the congressional com-
miitee, who visited the ageney, an ample supply of potatoes has been provided

The schools at the agency are in a good condition, and the Indians appreciate
their advantages,

The able-bodied adult males belonging to the families at this agency are, for
the most part, etill confined, under charge of the military, near Davenport, lowa.
The only offence of which many of them appear to have beer: guilty is that of
Leing Sioux Indiaus, and of having, when a part of their people committed the
terrible outrages in Minnesota, taken part with them so far as to fly when pur-
sued by the troops. At all events, ag soon as the troops came near enough to
give them protcction they came in, and bronght with them, rescued from the hor-
rore of Indian captivity, a large number of white women and children. Their
reward appears to have been a sorry one, but they have patiently endured their
captivity. It is believed that measures are about being taken to release nearly
all of them and send them to their people at Crow creck, where the addi™ - of
their Jabor will be an important help in farming operationa. _

In this connexion allueion may properly be made to certain Siou
Sisgctons, it is believed, who were occupants of land in western Minr
who, beiug cither captured or having voluntarily surrendered, have
gorted mostly by issucs of supplies from Fort Wadsworth, in eaate e

ut purtly by cultivating some crops in that vicinity. A part of thei . ne
fuithful service to the government as scouts along the froutier. Cong. . made
special provision for such of these Indiansae were known to bave excrted them-
selves to bring in the captive whites, by setting apart eighty acres of land for
each, in their old country. Steps were taken by some of theso Indians last
gpring to avail themeelves of this provision, though not without strong opposi-
tion on the part of whites who had alrcady occupicd much of their lands.

Returning to the Missouri river, the next agency above Crow creck ia that to
which the various tribes of Sioux belong, lying on both sides of theriver. Gen-
eral Sully, having placed sufficient garrizons in the posts along the river and in
the line of poste nearer the Minnesota frontier, has, with his movable column,
been in search of the hostile Sioux during most of the spring and summer with-
out being able to bring them to action. It was thought, at the last session of
Cougress, upon representatione made to and through this office, that nearly all
of the hostile Sioux would be glad to make peace, having suffered enough.  In-
deed, the same opinion was entertained the previous year, and an agent of this
office, Rev. Fatber De Smet, was sent up the Miesouri to get access to the tribes,
but he was not allowed by General Sully to communicate with them.

Last winter Congress appropriated $20,000 for the purpose of paying the ex-
peunses of negotinting a treaty with these [ndians, and that amount, in goods
and moncy, was placed at the disposal of Governor Edmunds, to enable him to
proceed in the discharge of this duty; but the governor found the wilitary offi-
cers still disinclined to act in coneurrence with him, and determined upon another
campaign a8 necessary to subdue the Indians, and the attempt to make n treaty
wag, for the time, abandoned.

General Sully followed the Indiane as far north as the British posseueions,
and thence followed the course of the Mizscuri river down until, at last advices,
he was at Fort Sully, not very far above the Crow Creek agency. Several in-
teresting reports of the gencral's marehes have been transmitted to this office,
and it would appear that while at Fort Rice, on his way down the Migsourd, a
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large force of the hostile Indians, too large to be attacked with safety, were in
the country to tho eastward of that post. The general’s report estimates the
number at ten thousand warriors, but this is probably the error of a copyist, as
the total populntion of the hostile tribes would scarcely afford so many able-
Lodied men, and it i8 understood that a large number had already separated
themselves from the bands so hotly pursued. The general was under the ap-
prehension that his failure to attack and continuance of his march down the
river would be considered by the Indians as a retreat.

In the lutter part of August, under the direction of the President, a commis-
sion, cownprising Governor Edmuuds, Major General Curtis, Superintendent
Taylor, General Sully, and Hon. Orrin  Gueansey, was appointed to go
up the Missouri to endeavor to meet and negotiate with these Indians, and
this commission is now at its appointed rendezvous.

No report has yet been received from this commission except such as is con-
tained in the report of Governor Edmunds, herewith, under date of the 14th
October, and in other advices referred to in the preliminary part of this report.
They bad, on the 10th, signed a treaty with the Minnecongos, numbering, as
represented by their chiefs, three hundred and seventy lodges. This band was
represented by eight of their principal chiefs—including One Horn, head chief—
and twenty-tliree warriors, 'f'hcse claimed also to represent ten other bands of
Sioux, nearly all of whom have been hostile; all of whom, they said, were
anxious for peace, and would willingly treat on the same terms as offered to the
Minnecongos, It is highly probable that other treaties have ere this been
entered into with other %nnds, and that we are now actually at peace with this
nwnerous and troublesome people. In cuse the report of the commission reaches
this office in time, it will be pubrisbed among the papers accompanying this report.

Treaties cannot, however, be completed at this time with all who are auxious
for peace. This is owing to the lateness of the scason, and the very widely
scattered poeition of the Indians. I am satisfied that, with the opening of
spring, the Indians being accessible, treaties of peace can readily be effected
with all the tribes of the southwest; and when 1t is considered that ten years
of such peace will be much less expensive than one year of war, I cannnt but
congratulate you on the abundant succees of your earnest efforts in this behalf.

General Sully states, in a recent report, that he thinks that at least two-thirds
of the tribes originally hostile will have, by this time, cither given themselves up
or detached themselves from the remainder. The cost of these military cam-
paigns is enormous, and it still remaing doubtful whether a reliable peace could
not have been made last year at infinitely less price. Every possible effort,
under your instructions, has been made, during these operations, to prevent the
occnsiunal differences of opinion between civil and military officers from atfect-
ing the efficiency of military operations; and if they have not fully succeeded
in accomplishing their end, no fault can be found with subordinates of this
department ; while, if they are successful, their success will be highly gratify-
ing to this office.

Governor Edmunds has felt it to be his duty, as governor of the Territory
and superintendent of Indian affairs, to call attention to sundry irregularities,
of which he considered the proof to be ample, in the conduct of parties connected
with the military posts on the Missouri river, in furnishing the Indians with
articles contraband of war, in exchange for articles which they had for gale.
Doubtless these transactions, if brought to the knowledge of the commanding
officer, have been checked,  General Sully has exhibited every desire to have
his operations interfere as little as possible with the intercourse with aud sup-
plies for the friendly tribes in the northern part of the Territory.

The Gros Ventres, Arickareesaud Mandans, to whom distribution of annuity
goods is made by Agent Wilkinson at and near Fort Berthold, were supplied
satisfactorily, except that the diminution of the quantity, caused by deprecia-
tion of the currency, was difficult of cxplanation,
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These friendly tribes have for a long time expressed an carnest desire to
concentrate upon a reservation near Fort Berthold, where they cultivate sue-
ceesfully a large body of land; and to receive the benefits of a treaty, in instrue-
tioxlld in labor, agricultural implements, and particularly in schools for their
children.

1t is hoped that, either by the commission now up the Missouri, or by others,
such a treaty may be made with these Indians. The appeal of the old Aricka-
ree chief, White Shield, publiched in the annual report last ycar, and the state-
ments made by Rev. Mr. I'e Smet, also published in that report, are fully con-
firmed and strengthened by the statements of Agent Wilkinson this year, I
trust that action in their behalf may not be lunger delayed.

Of the Assinaboines, no advices have been received, except that they were,
about September 1, below Fort Union, at some distance north of the Missouri,
divided into small bands for Lunting, quite poor, but friendly.

Agent Wilkingon represents the Crows as hchaving well, friendly to the
whites, keeping out of the way of their old encmies, the Sioux, and anxious to
have an agency established among them some seventy-five miles above the
mouth of the Yellowstone, but thinks that they would consent to remove to
reserved lands north of the Missowrt river.

Mcasures should, in my judgment, be taken to compel the permanent resi-
dence of the agents with the upper Missouri tribes, of whom they have the
charge. Of course thie caunot be done as to the Sioux until a final arrange-
ment is made with them; but as to the Indians about Fort Berthold, there
scems to be no good reason why the agent should not be with them. The law
of Congress requires it, and it is every way desirable, for the benefit of the
Indiuns and their protection from tle effects of unlawful trafiic.

IDAHO.

This office has been without authentic intelligence in regard to Indian affairs
in this new Territory for many wonths, sundry reports forwarded by Governor
Lyon, ez officio superintendent, having failed to come to hand. But one agent
has been on duty in the Territory, Mr. O'Neill, in charge of the Nez Percés, a
large and friendly tribe, numbering 2,830 by a late census, and located in
various bands within seventy-five miles of the ageney. Through fuilure of the
mails, Mr. O’Neill's bond, which had been forwarded by Governor Lyon, did
not reach this office, and no funds could be forwarded to him for the necessary
expenditures under the treaty with those Indians. Much dissatisfuction was
the nccessary result; but through the influence of Lawyer, the faithful head
chief, the efforts of those anxious to commence hnstilities have been defeated,
and no outbreak had uceurred at the latest dates, The causes of dissatisfac-
tion have certainly been great, The first treaty made with these Indians,
which was satisfactory to them, had been superscded by another, made by
Superintendent Hale, of Oregon, of which Idiho was formerly a. part, and this
ling not yet been ratificd by the Scnate. Meantime the promised payments
under the first treaty were delayed, and disloyal persons were not wanting to
persunde the Tudians that the government was acting in bad faith towards
them. However, as stated above, the efforts of the head chicf, Lawyer, and
others, with those of the agent, were successful in preventing any outbreak,
and funds have rceently been forwarded to make the deferred payments. Agent
O'Necill’s report sets forth the condition of things among these Indians very
clearly. The rapid increase of the white population, now numbering, by
Governor Lyon's estimate, nearly fifty thousand in the Territory, and the influx
of a mining population, extending their prospecting tours in every direction, has
still further tended to render it difficult to preserve peace.
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Advantage has been taken of Governor Lyon's recent visit to this city to ob-
tain much valuable information in regard to the Indians of Idaho, and he has
returned with funds to pay the sums past due under treaty stipulations with
the Nez Percés, and with authority to conclude a new treaty with that tribe,
which, it is hoped, will reach this city in timo to be ratified by the Senate in-
stead of the one now before that body. Authority has also been given to Gov-
ernor Lyon to conclude a treaty, if possible, with the Kootenais and Cceur
d’ Alene Indians in the extreme northern part of Idaho, aund it is expected that
very large tracts of mining and agricultural land will be opened to the public by
these treatics, while the Indians will berendered secure from molestation upon their
diminished reserves, From the report of Agent Hutchins, of Montans, it would
appear doubtful whether many of the Kootenais, beyond those who are already
included within the provisions of the Flathead treaty, can justly claim any rights
this side of the British line, and the attention of Governor Lyon will be called to
this point.

In the course of the governor's extended tour through the Territory, he met,
at a point not very far distant from the present capital, Boisé City, the chiefs of
the Bois¢ Shoshonees, and made with them a kind of preliminary treaty agree-
ment, by which the Indians agreed, on the fulfilment by the government of cer-
tain rather loosely defined conditions, to cede to the United States an extent of
country estimated at many millions of acres, and comprising a large part of
gouthern Idaho, and to concentrate upon a reservation of wmoderate dimensions.
This treaty not being in a condition for submission to the Senate, anthority has
been given to Governor Lyon to conclude a formal treaty with the tribe referred
to, upou the general basis of the arrangement above mentioned.

In the region about Fort Hall, in southeastern ILdaho, and bordering upon
and occupying the northern part of Utah, so far as their limited numbers and
migratory habits allow them to oceupy any territory, is another band of Sho-
shonees, understood to be one of those with whom the late Governor Doty con-
cluded treatics of amity, providing for unmolested travel through the country
by thic whiles, and a sinall annual payment by government to offset the neces-
sary limitation of the means of subsistence of the Indiang, resulting from the
driving off of game and destruction of nut-bearing trees, &c. These Indians
are called by Governor Lyon the Kammas Prairie tribe, and are represented by
him as desirous of being concentrated npon & reservation of limited extent; and
the necessary powers for the purpose have been given to him.

The Nez Pereds are supposed to number about forty-five hundred, the Coeur
d’Alenes, Kootenais, &c., some two thousand, the Boisé Shoshonees one thou-
sand, and the Kammas Prairie Indians about two thousand’; and if the proposed
arrangements with these tribes are successfully made, the whole Territory of
Idaho will be thrown open to settlement, except the limited reservations above
referved to. _

New mail routes have just been opened, greatly facilitating the communiea-
tions between the capital of Idaho and San Francisco, and this will probably be
for some time to come the shortest route for letters and supplies.

MONTANA.

The Indiang within this superintendency are comprised in two divisions, the
Gros-Ventres of the mountning and the various tribes or bands of Blackfeet
Indians—all cast of the Roeky mountaing, and whose numbers are estimated as
follows: Gros-Ventres, 1,800; Piegans, 1,870; Bloods, 2,150, and Blackfeet
proper, 2,450, the last threc making the Blackfeet nation; and west of the
mountains, the confederated tribes represented at the Flathead treaty, and num-
Lering as follows, according to a census taken last spring: Flatheads, 551;
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Pend d’'Oreilles, 908 ; Kootenais, 273; total, 1,732,  Agent Upson, at Fort Ben-
ton, has charge of the tribes cast, and Agent Hutchins of those who are west
of the mountaing, Mr. Chapman having becn appointed to succeed the latter,

Whether or not there are any tribes or bands who range in the mountain
country now being overrun in the scarch for gold in the southwestern part of
the Territory, we have no means of knowing, as we have no report, ¢ither this
year or last, from Governor Edgerton, ez officio superiutendent.

Provision was made by Coungress at its last session by which to effect a treaty
with the Binckfeet nation, having for its object the cession of their right to oc-
cupy all lands south of the Missouri river and tho Teton, one of its upper
brauches, the object being to throw open to settlement by the large number of
emigrants that region, supposed to abouud in gold; and the sum of $15,000 was
appropriated for the purpose. Under date of March 24, instructiona, prepared
under the direction of your predecessor, were given to Agent Upson for his
guidance, and the funds placed at his disposal.  No report has%)een received from
him, except that on the 12th of June he had arrived within the bounds of his
agency, aud was met with reports that a portion of his Indians had broken out
into hostilities. His information was that the Bloods and Blackfeet proper were
the hostile bands, but that the Piegans and Gros-Ventres were still friendly.
Should this latter statement be correct, the conduct of those tribes may justly
be agcribed to the pains taken last year by Agent Upson to bring about a peace
between them and a friendly feeling towards the whites. Nothing further has
been heard from the agent, the means of communication between this city and
his post at Fort Benton being irregular and precarious. As a confirmation,
however, of this unpleasant news, we have a letter from Agent Hutching, dated
August 3, in which he gives some information, obtained from a Flathead In-
diau of much intelligence, who had just returned from a hunting tour east of
the mountaing, to the effect that the Blackfeet had broken out into war with the
whites, but that the Crows, under the influence of the good treatment which
they liad received last year at ¥ort Union, would remain at peace*

Agent Hutching's annual report, dated June 30, gives a favorable idea of the
Indians under hiz charge. He had distributed, partly last fall and partly in the
early spring, the goods which were sent out the previous year, being nseful ar-
ticles and mostly agricultural implements; aud the Indians, who are decidedly
improving in attention to cultivation of the soil, expressed themselves as de-
lighted with these goods. The Flatheads live mostly in the valley of the Bitter
Root river, outside of the reservation, the Pend d’Oreilles upon the reservation a
few miles from the agency at Jocko, and the Kootenais just outside of the res-
ervation, but intend to remove upon it and open farms, A portion of the Koo-
tenai tribe, which lives principally beyond the British line, did not share in
the distribution of goods. The agent thuks that the Flatheads ought to be re-
quired to remove upon the reservation, to withdraw them from the influenee of
and from trouble with the white population which is * prospecting’’ the coun-
try, but suggests that justice to the Indians reguires that if they do remove,
some remuneration should be given to them for their improvements, the work of
their own hands. .

There is now no school at this agency, a report made by Agent Hutching,
which reached this office last winter, showing the one in opcration to have been
s0 useless that he had closed it, and submitted a plan for re-establishing it on
the manual labor plan, He was directed to forward estimates for this purpose,
and these have but recently come tohand. They appear to bequite reasonable,
and within the means at the disposal of this office. Meantime a new agent has
been appointed to succeed Mr. Hutchins, and the agency has becn transferred

* See Appendix for Agent Upson’s annual report.
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to Idaho, for greater facility of communication ; and the subject of the schaol
bas been referred to Governor Lyon, with instrnctions to cause the plan to be
put in operation, if, after inquiry, he shall deem it advisable. The Flathead
agent has recently been directed to report o the governor of Idaho.

A year ago last July Mr. O. D. Barreti, under a special commission from
your predecessor, and with instructions to report to Governor Edgerton, of
Montana Territory, was intrusted with a quantity of goods for the Indians of that
region, and provided at St. Joseph with an excellent four-mule team and wagon
in which to convey the gnods with himsclf to his destination, and a sufficient
sum was advanced to him for his expenses. Governor Edgerton was advised
of his appointment, and directed to discharge him upon his arrival and delivery
of the goods, if his services were ot nccdeﬁ. Mz %arrett wag heard from late
in the tull, having had bad luck in his journey ; againin the spring, having left
his goods at Salt Lake City, and borrowed $50 of Superintendent Irish to get
them out of store; and again, two or three weeks since, having arrived in Mon-
tana with neither team nor goods.” At about the same time Governor Edgerton
advised this office of Mr. Burrett’s arrival, and that he had notified him that his
Bervices were not necessary, and that thereupon the agent declined to be dis-
charged, claiming to hold a commission ixrevocable by the governor. Governor
Edgerton Lias been directed to ¢ stop the supplies,” and pay over no money to
Mr. Buirett, on any account, until all money and property placed in his hands
shall be fully accounted for,

.

SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.

At the period of the last annual report from this office, affairs in this superin-
tendency, comprising what is known as the “ Indian country,” south of Kan-
eag, together with the Osages along the southern border of that State, were still
in the confused and discouraging condition which nccessarily resulted from the
war. Portions of the country about Forts Gibson and Smith, and the travelled
route for government trains from the north to those posts, were held by United
States troops ; and a portion of the Indirns, who had remained loyal to the gov-
criment, were attempling to subsist themselves in the neighborhood of the above
forts.  Many of the able-bodied men of the loyal sections of the tribes were in
the United States service ag soldiers, but many thousands of the people were,
in Kansas and portions of the Indiau country, subsisted at the expensze of the
funds which, if the tribes had remuined steadtnst to the Union, would have gone
to them as aunuitics. Serious complaints were being made to the department
that stock owned by Indians, and necessary for their subsistence, and the small
crops of corn raised by those who had been able to till the ground, were being
taken from them by unprincipled speculators.  Some of the military ofticers ha
lnid the blame for this state of things upon the Indian agents, but an investiga-
tion of these charges showed them to be withont foundntion,  The most strin-
gent rules and regulutions in regard to the sale of stock from the Indian country
were adopted and issued, but it 1s apparvent that the practice of running stock
ont of the country has continued, the kecuncss of the speculators enabling them
to elude the vigilance of the officers, and it is believed thut an immense amoant
of such stolen stock has been purchased ab large prices by the government,
The tuformation obtained by Superintendent Svlls, ay given in hie report, fur-
nishes some idea of the enormous extent as well as profit of the business, where
contractors cbtain ready sale for the plunder at such rates as they have received
from the government.  The reports of Agents Hatlan and Reynolds throw fur-
ther light upon the subject, and it is gatifying to know that by their efforts,
aided in good earucst by the military fovee put at their disposal by Major Gen-
eral Mischell, who s shown every disposition to assist them, much has been
done towards breaking up this nefurious traffie. It is manifest, however, that
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something more is needed in the form of legislation, Superintendent Sells in-
forms us that the system of plunder is thoroughly organized, having its grade,
of agents and participants, from the reckless and daring scouts aud drivers, who
are well acquainted with the country, and who steal and run off the catile to
the Kanaas line, up through the agents of the conwractors, who receive and ar-
range fruudulent bills of sale for them, to men of higher position in the social
scale, who, incited by avarice, have seized with avidity this disgraceful means
of gain. In faet, it appcars as if an obliquity of conscience had affected the
whole community on the border, for the great majority of the people scemed to
favor the speculation, or regard it with indifference.

In confirnnation of the cstimate made by the superintendent as to the extent
of this traffic, the position and influence, civil and military, of the persons co-
gaged in it, the difficulty of preventing its continuance and of punishing its op-
erators, I here subjoin bricf extracts from a report which has jist been received
from Licutenant George Williams, who was some time since detailed by the War
Department to investigate these matters, under instructions from this office.

After alluding to the large number of persons who have made independent
fortunes in the business, he says:

“ Not content with having this odium attached to their own names, having
carried it on so succeasfuily and without interruption from those in authority,
who knew of the whole transaction in this line; but who were too deeply inter-
csted themselves to try any measures to put a stop to it, they have induced men
by the hundred to go down into the Indian territory and steal and drive out cat-
tle,” &c.

Again : “The military force sent into this State for the protection of these
Indians have been the agents through whom a great portion of the stealing has
been accomplished,” &ec.

After giving the names of some thirty or forty prominent men, merchants,
military officers, Indian agents, traders and others, whom he charges directly
with being implicated in this traffic in one way or another, Licutenant Williams
says :

.Y‘ The above-mentioned parties and their allies, the cattle thieves, have been
engaged in the business since 1862, and I have evidence against most of themn
in my possession, but there is scarcely if any use to attempt to prosecutc them
before any court in Kansas, because they openly make their boeasts that they
can buy men enough to swear anything they want them to, and I know they
speak the truth from experience.”

As to the extent of the business: “ In my opinion, during the past four years
there bave been at least 300,000 hend of cattle stolen from the Indian territory,
a country at one time rich in their cattle posscssions, and now scarcely a head
can be scen in a ride of 200 miles.”

The very late arrival of Licutenant Williams's report, just as I am about clos-
ing this paper, makes it impossible for me to give it, with the voluminous ac-
companying testimony, sufhicient examination to enable me to form a judgment
as to whether the testimony fully supports the sweeping charges made by him,
and I do not therefore fuel at liberty to incorporate his report and testimony
among the documents to be published with this report, but submit the papers
for your information, and for such directions as you may see proper to communi-
catc after having given them examination. T will only remark, that so far a8
the charges implicate any of the ageuts or employés of this bureau, every pos-
sible effort will be made to ascertain theirtruth, and bring to. justice any that are
found guilty.

''he law cnacted by the last Congress on this subject provides only for the
punishment of those who actually drive or remove “ any eattle, horses, or other
stock from the Indian territory for the purpose of trade or commerce.” This
does not scem to rcach the case of those who deal in the stolen property,. and
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33 of 64



D.N. Cooley, October 31, 1865, Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
H. Exec. Docs., 39 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 2, Doc. 1, pp. 169-232 (1248).

202 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

itis to be hoped that the wisdom of the next Congress will provide a more strin-
gent act, reaching all concerned in the transaction, and making the possession of

ndian cattle prima faric evidence of their larceny; or in some other manner
provide a more effectual remedy for this great evil, by insuring severe and eer-
tain punishment to the guilty parties.

Hopes have been entertained that, when the war was ended, such arrange-
ments could be made with the tribes occupying the Indian territory as would
enable the department to find room within its ample bounds for many of the
tribes in Kansas, or such portions of them as did not choose to abandon their
tribal relations and become citizens, and that affairs in that country might be re-
orgunized in such a manner as to render such an arrangement highly advanta-
geous both to the Indiang and the government. Tt was thercfore with greatsat-
isfaction that I learned, through your department, early in July, that & council
bad been held on the 24th of May, by the tribes of the southwest, lately allied
with the rebellion, at which delegates had been appointed from each of them to
visit this city for a conference with the government.

It was at first contemplated to allow these delegates to come to Washington,
but subsequent correspondence resnlted in the designation of a board of commis-
sioners to procecd to the Indian country, and meet them at Fort Smith, Arkan-
sns, and the President appointed a commiss.on comprizing the following persons :
D. N. Cooley, Commissioner of Indian Affairs; Hon. Elijah Sclls, superintendent
southern superintendency; Thomas Wistar, a leading member of the socicty of
Triends ; Brigadier General W. 8. Harney, United States army; and Colonel
Ely S. Parker, of General Grant’s staff. , As a prominent part of the history of
Tndian affaivs during the past year I hav@included the report and official record of
the proceedings of this commission, which was continued for thirteen days,
among the docuinents accompanying this report, and need ovly notice bricfy
hLere the results which are more fully detailed in those papers.

The council agsembled at Fort Smith;, September 8, and delegates were pres-
ent in the course of the sittings (though notallin attendance at first) represent-
ing the Creeks, Ghoctaws, Chicknsaws, Cherokees, Seminoles, Osages, Senceas,
Shawnees, Quapaws, Wyandotts, Wichitas, and Comanches,  Immediately upon
the opening of procecdings, the tribes were infurmed gencrally of the object
for which the commission had come to them; that they for the mosl part, as
tribes, bad, by violating their treaties—Dy making treaties with the so-called
Confederate States, forfeited all 2ighits under them, and must be considered as at
the mercy of the government; but that there was every disposition to treat them
lenicntly, and above all a determination {o recognizein a signal manner the loy-
alty of those who liad fought upon the side of the government, and endured
great sufferings on its behalf. / On the next day the delegates were informed thas
the commissioners were empowered to enter into treatics with the several tribes,
upon the basis of the following propositions:

1st. That each tribe must enter into a treaty for permancent peace and amity
among themsclves, each other as tribes, and with the United States,

2d. The tribes settled in the ** Indian country” to bind themsclves, at the
call of the United States authoritics, to assist in eompeliing the wild tribes of
the plains to keep the peace.

3d. Slavery to be abolished, and measuves to be taken to incorporate the
slaves into the tribes, with their rights guaranteed.

4th, A general stipulation as to final abolition of slavery.

5th, A part of the Indian country to Le sct apart, to be purchased for the
usc of such Indians, from Kansas or elsewhere, as the government may desire
to colonize therein,

6th. That the policy of the government to unite all the Indian tribes of this
region into one conaolidated government should be accepted.

7th, That no wkite persons, except government cmployés, or officers or em-

Scanned by KJD - 2009 34 of 64



D.N. Cooley, October 31, 1865, Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
H. Exec. Docs., 39 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 2, Doc. 1, pp. 169-232 (1248).

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 203

pPloyés of internal improvement companies authorized by government, will be
permitted to reside in the country, unless incorporated with the several nations.

Printed copies of the address of the commissioners involving the above propo-
sitiong werce placed in the hands of the agents, and of members of the tribes,
many of whom were cducated men.

On the third day the delegates from the loyal Chickasaws, Choctaws, Sene-
cas, Osages, aud Cherokees, principally accupicd the time with replics to the
address and propositions of the comnmissioners, the object being partly to express
a willingness to accept those propositions, with some modifications, if they had
been clothed with sufficient power by their people, but chiefly in explanation of
the manner in which their nations became involved with the late confederacy.
The addvess of the Cherokees was cspeeially noteworthy, inasmuch as they at-
tempted to charge the causes of their secession upon the United States, ay hav-
ing violated its treaty obligations, in failing to give the tribe protection, so that
it was compelled to cnter into relations with the confederacy. The next day
the loyal Seminoles expressod their willingness to accede to the policy of the
government, and to make peace with those of their people who had aided the
rebellion.  The president of the commission then read a reply to the address of
the loyal Cherokeces above referred to, showing, from original and official docu-
ments, that, as @ tribe, by the action of their constituted authoritics, John Ross
being then, as at the time of the council, their head, they had, at the very open-
ing of the rebellion, entered into alliance with it, and raised troops for it, and
urged the othier tribes to go with them, and that they could not now, under the
facts proven, deny their original participation in the rebellion,  (The documents
establishing the bad faith of Jolin Ross had but recently come into possession
of the department. They are very interesting, and taken in connexion with his
eourse at Fort Smith in keeping aloof from the couacil, but exereising his pow-
erful influcnce to prevent an amicable settlement with the hitherto disloyal part
of the nation, will be found fully to justify the cowrse taken by the commission
iu refusing to recognize him in any manner as chief of the Cherokecs.)

"The loyal Creeks on this day presented their address of explanation, setting
forth the manner in which their nation, by the unauthorized action of its chiet,
entered into troaty relutions with the confederacy, and the terrible sufferings
which the loyal Creeks endured in battle and on the march to Xansas secking
protection from the United States, and asking ““to be considered not guilty.”

It being certain that no final treatics could be new concluded with the tribes
represented, for the reagon that, until the differenees between the loyal and dis-
Joyal portions were healed, there could be no satisfactory representation of most
of them, it was determined to prepare for signature by the commission, and by
the delegates representing all factions and opinions, a preliminary treaty, pledg-
ing ancw, on behalf of the Indiang, allegiance to the United States, and repu-
diating all treatics with other partics; and on the part of the United States
agrecing to re-cstablish peace and frieudship with them. 'This was considered
essontial as preliminary to the main business of the commission, to wit: to make
peace between the several tribes, and negotiations as to purchasing lands, terri-
toriul government, &e. Lhis work wag diligently parsucd uutil, on the break-
ing up of the commission on the 13th day, all of the delegates representing the
following tribes and eections of triliey, in the order given, had signed treatics,
(some of them holding out for several daysg until they could agree among them-
selves:) Scnccas, Senceas and Shawnees, Quapaws, loyal Seminoles, loyal
Chickasaws, loyal Oreeks, Kansas, Shawnees (uncalled for, but asking to be
permitted again to testify their alleginnee,) loyal Osages, tribes of the Wichita
agency, loyal Cherokees, disloyal Seminoles, disloyal Crecks, disloyal Chero-
kees, disloyal Osages, Comunchey, disloyal Choctaws, and Chickasaws.

Triendly relations were established between the members of the various tribes
hitherto at variance, except in the case of the Cherokees, The ancient feuds
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“among this people are remembered still, and the Ross, Ridge, and Boudinot
dificulties have never been healed. This portion of the nation was ably rep-
resented in council by Boudinot and others, and having learned from the action
of those representing the loyal party that if they came back it must be as beg-
gars and outlaws, asked the protection and good offices of the commission. Ef-
forts were then made on the part of the commission to effuct a reconciliation, but
all that could be brought about was a promise upon the part of thoue represent-
ing the loyal party to present the question to their council, which is now in session,
and I entertain the hope that soon I shall be able to furnish you a report of their
proceedings, in which they offer fair and honorable terins of adjustment. If,
however, I should be disappointed in this reasonable expectation, I trust the
government will take the matter in hand, and, by a just and equitable division
of their property, make a final settlement of all their difficultics.

When the majority of this nation returned to their allegiance to the govern-
ment, in 1863, action was taken by their council, under direction of John Ross,
conliscating the property of those who still continued in the service of the con-
federacy, thus cutting off about five thousand five hundred of the nation, leaving
them homeless and honscless.  T'his destitute portion of the tribe are still refu-
gees on the Red river, suffering from the want of every necessary of life, and
existing only upon the charity of the humane people of northeastern T'exas.
The department has, however, sent a special agent to look into the wants of
these rcfugees, and must rely upon Congress for the necessary means to relieve
their necessities.

'The commission did not adjourn without having made valuable progress to-
wards the consumration of treaty arrangements with geveral of the most impor-
tant tribes.  With the Ozages a treaty was made, signed by the lately disloyal
party at the council, and by the loyal chiefs afterwards at their agency, by
which they cede to the United States a very large area of valuable land, which
may be used for colonization of other tribes if it shall be needed for the purpose,
or sold for their benefit.  That treaty has just reached this office by the hand of
Superintendent Sells, and will be submitted to you with his report.

The terms of a treaty were agreed upon with both parties of the Creeks,
whereby they cede to the United States, for the nse of the friendly Indians from
Kansas or clsewhere, all of their lands north of the Arkansas river, and one-half
of the remainder lying south of that river, on terms which I trust will mect the
approval of the government. This treaty is to be signed in this city by dele-
gates properly aceredited by the united Creek nation. .

With the Choctaws and Chickasaws a treaty was agrced upon, upon the basis
of the seven propositions heretofore stated, and in addition to which those tribes
agreed to a thorough and friendly union among their own people, and forgetful-
ness of past differences; to the opening of the *leased lands ™" to the settlement
of any tribes whom the government of the United States may desire to place
thereon; and to the cession of onc-third of their remaining area for the same
purposc; the United States to restore these tribes to their rights forfeited by
the rebellion.  This treaty, after its approval by the councils of the Choctaws
and Chickasaws, i3 to be signed in this eity by three delegates from each nation
sent Lere for that purpose.

It iy not intended to hold any general couneil in this eity, but it was under-
stood that delegates wonld, if necessary, visit Washington on behalf of any of
the tribes owning lands in the Indian country which the government might de-
gire to purchase for the use of other Indians, so that, by properly aceredited
delegutes, all necessary arrangements with the several tribes might be made.

1t became sufficiently evident, in the course of the council, that one great ob-
ject in view by the government, the colonization of such of the tribes or portions
of tribes from further north as should desire a permanent bome in the Indian
country, would be sccured when the policy of the government in regard to them
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wag fully understood; and it was gratifying to notice that the subject of the
organization of an Indian territory, with provisivns securing a certain degree of
individuality to the various tribes—indced, based upon tlie admirable form of
government of the United States, and with a repreaentative delegate in Con-
gress—although at first distasteful to the leading apirits among the Indians,
gradually increased in favor by the study of the few copics at hand of the bill
proposed by yourself in the Scuate last winter, until, near the close'of the council,
Mr. Boudinot, a man of education and ability, speaking on behalf of the Cherokeces
and others who had taken part in the vebellion, (his remarks being assented to
by all present,) declared in a speech, a note of which is preserved among the
records of the council herewith, that the plan was eminently satisfactory, and
would entille its projectors to the everlasting gratitude of the Indians. We
may, then, reasouably hope to sce this admirable project carried into operation
at no distant day.

From the able and claborate report of Superintendent Sells, and the several
agents in charge of the tribes within this superintendency, wo obtain much val-
nable information as to their present condition, in reference to both the loyal
portiong of them, who have been refugees from their homes during the war; and
the disloyal, who made ireaties and engaged actively with the late ¢“southern
confederacy.” The contrast between their condition ngw and before the war,
whether we refer to either loyal or disloyal, is sad indced. , Most of these tribes had
advanced farin civilization, and their country was well pravided with good schools
and academics. Many of their lending men are to-day theroughly educated men,
of statesmanlike views, fully able to express those views in our language, in
a manner which can be excelled in few of our deliberative assemblies. T'heir
people were rich in real and personal property, living in the enjoyment of every
thing nceded for their comfort; and considerable wealth had accumulated in the
hands of some of them—the slaveholders—so that they lived in a style of laxury
to which our thriving northern villages are mostly unaccustomed. Their crops
were abundant, but their chief element of prosperity was stock-rnising, and vast

- hierds of cattle were in their hands as a means of wealth,. The change is pitiful.
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Their land has been desolated by the demon of war {ill'it lies bare and teathed,
with only ruins to ghow that men have ever dwelt there. A perusal of the re-
ports herewith will satisfy you that these remarks are no exaggeration, particu-
larly as to the Cherokee, Quapaw, and part of the Creck bands; the condition of
affuive in the Choctaw and Chickasaw country is not so serious, for the reason
that those tribes went alimost unanimously with the rebellion, and of course had
no object in destroying their own property; though even there the effeets of
the war are distinetly visible, But in the Cherokee country, where the con-

tending armies have moved to and fro—where their foraging parties have gone:

at will, sparing neither friend nor foe—where the disloyal Cherokees, in the ser-
vice of the rebel government, were determined that no trace of the homesteads
of their loyal brethren should remain for their retuvn, and where the swindling
cattle-thieves have made their ill-gotten guins for two years past, the scene is
one of utter desolation., Of ¢ourse, the loyal portions of all of these tribes have
suffered most; for they beeame refugees from their homes, leaving them in the
hands of their encmies, and everything that they left was destroyed. A large
number of the loyal Indians of all the tribes entered the service of the United

States, and many of them sealed their fidelity with their life-blood, while many,

others arc maimed for life.  Now that the war is over, the survivors of these
layal bands clnim the sympathy and aid of the government. . ‘L'liey are anxious
to return to their country, but they have no homes theresand no subsistence.
They arc utterly destitute, and entirely dependent upon the government for food
and clothing. In another season, if timely assistance in the way of agricultural
implements and other aid is afforded them, they may becowe self-sustaining by
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.tilling the ground; but for the present, at least, they must be dependent upon

the government.

Let us glance at the condition of the several tribes as portrayed in the report
of the superintendent and agents;

The Seminoles numbered before the war nearly 2,500, of whom more than
half came out with the loyal Creeks and took refuge in Iangas, their able-bodicd
men joining the United States army.  There are about 2,000 of the tribe left.
Svme 500 of them were furnished with sced and a few agricultural immplements
last spring, and, uFon land near Fort Gibson, in the Clhierokee country, Inbored
diligently and with some degree of success for the means of subsistence, having
raized produce to the value of §2,600. The records of their old agency have
been preserved throogh the war, and are safe at IFort Waglita, They are anx-
ious to go to their own country south and west of the Creck region, but matters
there are not sufficieutly settled as yet, and the agent thinks that they should
be removed to some point among the Creeks and subsisted there, to be near
their own lands at the opening of spring.  About 1,000 of them avre now draw-
ing rations from governament.  They are very pour and destitute, and must be
fed and clothed, or suffer and starve.  Agent Reynolds says that they wish to
settle upon individual lands, where they can own and enjoy the fruit of their
own labors, As they are closely allied to the Crecks, and speak that Janguage,
they might perhaps be consolidated with them; or, if not, it is thought that they
would be glad to dispose of the western portion of their lands, to be used for a
home for other Indians, and thus procure the means for establishing themselves
again in & condition to become selt-supporting, and educate their ehildren.

Agent Reynolds has been especially active in cfforts to stop the plundering
of Indinn stock, and thiuks that his cfforts ave been successful.

Of the Cherokees, all of the nation at first joined the rebels, including all fue-
tions, of full aud mixed blood. Regiments were raised by the order of the party
iu power, then and now the majority, called the Ross party, which regiments
fought against the Tuion forees at Pea Ridge and on other oceasions.  All seem
to have agreed as to their course of uction down to the fall of 1862, when a
portion of the troops, under Colonel Downing, 2d chief, and a majority of the
nation, abandoned the rebel eanse and eame within our lines. About 6,500 of
the more wealthy portion still continued to co-operate with the south till the
close of the war; aml about 9,000, carly and late, came back to their allegiance.

Tworegiments of these people, numbering 2,200 men, deserted the rebel cause
as above stated, and since that time, to the end of the war, have fought on the
side of the Union. The total population of the nation is now estirated at
about 14,000.

Bad as is the condition of all these southern Indians, that of the Cherokees
iy much worse than the remainder of the tribes.  They have a domesti.: foud, of
long standing, which prevents them from coming together for mutual aid and sup-
port in their mavifold troubles, In 1863 a portion of them had gone back to
their eountry, expecting to be protected by the United States troops in raising
a erop fur their support ; but they weredriven from theirficlds by robel parties;
and while their former brothers were plundering them from one direction, their
white friends from Kansas were stripping the country of their stock from the
other, " The account given Ly Agent Harlan of the modus operandi of the
cattle-thieving business would be amusing, if the thing deseribed were not out-
rageously criminal.  Some idea of the extenut of this business may be obtained
when it is scen that the agent estimates the losses of the Cherokees in stock
alone at (wo millions ($2,000,000,) while Superintendent Sells thinks that the
losses of «ll the tribes huve wmounted to full_four millions.

About 9,000 Cherokees are mow receiving rations from government, aud a
large portion of those lately disloyal are sullering greatly for the necessaries of
lift. They need food, clothing, tools, everything in fact, to begin life aguin ;
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and their condition mustbe that of extreme destitution until they can again realize
the fruits of their labor apon their own goil.  The Cherokees own a tract of
800,000 ncres in the southeast corner of Kansas, which should be made avail-
able for their benefit; and have, besides, a vast tract of land below the Kansas
line, very largely beyond their possible wants. All beyond thosc wants should
be purchased by government, aud the avails used for the benefit of the whole
people.  Superintendent Sells doubts whether the loyaland disloyal Cherokees
can ever live in friendship together, and suggests that in case this proves t. be
impossible, the latter can eusil{y make terms with the Chickasaws to join with
them. I have alrendy alluded to the condition in whieh this southeru portion
of the nation is left by the action of the party in power, and will only add here,
that the sweeping act of confiscation passed by the council takes from them
cvery acre of land, and all their improvements; and that by the hasty action
taken under the law, everything has been sold for the most trivial consideration,
improvements which were worth thousands selling often as low as five dollars;
and when the repentant rebel party, no more guilty at first than the Ross party,
came back and proposed to submit and live in peace and harmony with them
aguin, they were told that they might all return, except theiv leaders, and go
upon new lands and begin the world again; but no hope was held out to them
of any reatoration of property. They are thus left entirely dependent, being
stripped of cverything by the act relerred to.

‘I'he Crecks were nearly divided in sentiment at the opening of the war; about
6,500 having gone with the rebellion, while the remainder, under the lead of the
brave old chicf’ Opothleyoholo, resisted all temnptations of the rebel agents and
of leading men, like John Roas, amnug the Indiung, and fought their way out
of the country northward, in the winter, tracked by their bloody feet upon the
frozen ground.  They lost everything—houses, homes, stock, everything that
they possessed.  Many joined the United States army. y A large number have
been constautly subsisted, often with scanty rations, by government. A part
having goue this year to the Indian country, have raised some erops under many
difficulties, and about one half of those who thus went south again will have
enough corn to earry them through the winter ; the others must be subsisted by
government, while 5,000 are now reeeiving rations. A large number of the
southern Crecks are in the same deplorable state.  T'he aggregate number of the
tribe is now stated at 14,396,  Agent Dunn says that the buildings of the old
Creck agency are in ruins, but the valuable mission buildings are standing,
though bLadly injured. He thinks that a new location should be sclected for the
agency, at a point where there is water and timber; but as there may be other
arrangements made as to the final settlement of the tribe, he snggests that
such temporary shelter for the agency as is necesrary should now be provided.

The Choctaws and Chickasaws, who now number respectively about 12,500
and 4,500, or 17,000 in all, ure supposed to have bad a population of 25,000 at
the beginning of the war, including 5,000 slaves. They have regularly organ-
ized governmunts and legislatures, wiitten laws, and a regular judiciary aystem.
They possessed ndmirable gchools, and education had made great progress among
them,  Nearly the whole of these tribes proved digloyal, under the various in-
fluences brought to bear upon them. Agent Coleman ascribes their disloyalty,
in a great degree, to the influence of the whites living nmong them, some of
whom have had the agsurance to apply for licenses to renin in the country as
traders ; but T am entirely satisfied, as the resnlt of my inquirics when lately in
the Indian country, that the disloyal action of these tribes is mostly, if not al-
together, to be aseribed to tho influence of the then superintendent, Mr. Rector,
and the agents appointed by the United States government. The tribes are
cducated to regpect the authority and be guided by the directions of these rep-
resentatives of the government; and when, in the epring of 1861, these men,
appointed under President Buchanan, came back from Washington and told the
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Indians that there was no longer a United States government to protect them,
that its organization was broken up, and that they must join with the new govern-
ment, (which by its location andits slaveholding basis would be insympathy with
them,) or be ground to puwder, they readily acceded. They now scc their
error. No men werc ever morepenitent; and sincethey learned at the Fort Smith
council the wishes of the government, their own council has met and taken
prompt action upon the proposition submitted to them, and appointed a delega-
tion to visit Washington to sign a final treaty. T'his appears more fully in the
despatch from General Hunt, commanding at Fort Smith, dated October 24,
communieating a letter from Governor Colbert, of the Chickasaw nation, which
despatch will be found among the accompanying documents.

Only 212 persons belonging to these tribes are known to have remained loyal
to the government. The disloyal portion need some help to get through the
winter without suffering, but their country having been held by the rebels all
the time during the war, and not traversed by the contending armics, and rations
lhaving been issued to them till last March, they have not suffered as much as
the other tribes. T'wo thousand of both tribes are now receiving government
rations. [ have elsewhere referred to the propositions in regard to a cession of
a portion of the Choctaw and Chickasaw lands,

Agent Snow has in charge the Neosho agency, comprising the Osages, and
the small bands known as the Quapaws, Senccas, and Senecas and Shawnees,

The Osage lands arc in Xansas, and comprisc about 4,000,000 acres. In
1859 they had a population of 3,500 ; the agent thinks that their number does
not now exceed 2,800. About 1,000 of the tribe joined the rcbellion. Some
two hundred and forty of their warriors were at one time in the service of the
United States, but left from some difficulty with their ofticers, and cannot under-
stand the propriety of the rule by which they have forfuited their pay. The report
of Superintendent Sells is very full in its information as to'the habits and mode
of life of this tribe, which is entirely nomadic in its character, using the bow and
arrow in the chase, and hunting the buffalo in the ranges southwest of their
country. ‘L'heir special home is near where the Verdigris river crosses the
Kansus line, The sad example of the whites, who steal their stock, leads them
to retaliate, and frequent colligions and difficulties with the settlers are the con-
sequence. By the recent treaty with this tribe, their factions bave become re-
conciled ; and by the ccssion to the United States of s large hody of land, it
will be open to settlement, and they obtain from its avails the means of becom-
ing civilized. In view of their nomadic habits, however, Agent Snow suggests
their entire removal from Iansas and the neighborhood of the whites, and set-
tlement upon lands in the western part of the Indian country, near the buffalo
range; which suggestion I approve, and trust that within a foew montha their
country will be 8o far at the disposal of the government, through the operation
of the treaties now in progress, as the result of the recent council, that these and
all of the other Kansas Indians who do not cleet to become citizens may be re-
moved into the Indian country.

T'he Quapaws aud other small tribes of this agency, numbering only 670 in
all, never showed any sympathy with the rebellion, but came north, abandoning
their homes, and continued as refugees upon the Ottawa reservation until last
spring, when they were removed to o point eighty miles further south, where
they have raized some small supply of vegetables this year, An exploration of
their former reservations, just below the Kansas line, exhibited the usual deso-
lation of war; and everything must be provided anew for them, They had at-
tained a fair degree of civilization, aud were prosperous and comfortable before
the war; and they, like the other loyal Indinus, think that the government for
which they suffered the loss of everything should in some degree compenszate
.tShem for such loss. T'hese people all receive rations at prescut from the United

tates.
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The Catholic mission school at the Neosho agency has been continued in
operation, though under great difficultics. On the occasion of the recent visit
of Superintendent Sells to the agency, the school had in attendance sixty-five
Osage and Quapaw boys, and fifty girls. 'The Indians regard this school with
great favor.

T'he Wichita agency (Agent Gookins in charge) comprises about 500 Shaw-
necs, absentees from their tribes in Kansas, and who, it is probable, will not
return to that State to remain permanently, but who are now in Osage county,
Kansas; and the Wichitas and frapments of the Caddoes, Comanches, and
others, amounting to about 1, 800, 'These last were, before the war, scttled
upon linds leased from the Choctaws. 'They have never had much attention
given them by the government, and were driven from T'exas by the greed of
white men. Thus they have not for years had a settled home. About 1,000
of them arc now near Fort Washita, having done but little towards subsisting
themaelves, a flood having destroyed most of their crops. 'They are very poor
and miscrable, and must have help; and they ask to be placed somewhere,
where they can féel that they havea permanent home, and go to work in carnest
next spring. Rations are issued to 1,400 of the Indians belonging to this
agency.

After a careful consideration of the facts set forth in these reports, and from
my information obtained while in {he Indian country, I am prepared to recom-
mend prompt and liberal action on the part of the government in providing food,
and nceessary clothing, and shelter, and the materials for commencing early next
spring the labor of getting in the crops which must feed them. Inregard to food
and clothing, the demand is immediate and pressing; as to the other, it must
be provided in good time, and the gooner and better it is done, the sooner will
the people relicve the government of the necessity of feeding them. It nceds no
argument—the bare suggestion is enough—to show the duty of the government
towards the loyal and fricudly portions of these tribes, who have sealed theic
devotion with their blood; but the necessity is none the less pressing on the
part of many of the others. They must e fed and clothed, or their sufferings
will surely lead them to steal; and difficulties will at once arise, out of which
will come the necessity of stationing severnl regiments of troops in the country,
with their concomitants of contractors, supply trains, &e., &c., the cost of which
wounld amount to double what is needed to take carc of these Indinns till they
can be re-established. The principlethatit is cheaper to feed than to fight Indiana
is illustrated daily, and the cost of sustaining a emall army in the far west in a
campaign agninst the Indians, or even at posts where no speck of war ever ap-
pears on the horizon, is greater than the whole annual expenditure of the Indian
depariment.  On every account, then, of patriotism, humanity, and economy,
1 trust that there may be quick and liberal action in reference to the wunts of
these Indians.

In regard to the question of compensation of the loyal portion of these southern
tribes for their untold losees and sufferings, I do not fecl it necessary to use
many worde. A great many white people have cendured severe losses, and un-
dergone great sufferings, by reason of the rcbellion; and many thousands of
white people in the south have been abused and outraged, and driven from their
homes by the demon of civil discord and war; and government has not y¢t made
provisions for compensation in those caseg; but our government was under obli-
gations by solemn treaties to defend and protect these Indinns ;¢ and without
discussing the extent of this obligntion, it can do no leas now than to aid those
who are actually suffering for the simplest nccessities of life. This is only the
dictate of humauity.

For the rest, the Indians must await their time; but when that time comes,
their claim will be very atrong, and must be heard. If the government will but
act prowmptly in furnishing them liberally with the ordinary necessities of life
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now, and with meaus to make themselves and their families comfortable till they
can raise a crop, it will go far to satisfy them that they bhave uot suffered for o
government which, in their distress and poverty, the result of their devotion to
ita cause, and faith in its protecting care, has forgotten them.

Whenever, in the progress towards a final settlement of the questions remain-
ing open in regard to the reorganization of the Indian country, the proper time
shall come, it will be advisable to provide for the coustruction of imternal im-

rovements in that region caleulated to develop it8 magnificent resources.
]:Vith a territoriel government organized and in operation, its feuds heuled, the
sears of war gone from view, a judicious educationnl system in operation, the
mirgionary establishments which have done go much for the people in the past
reopened, and the industry of the country in full procees of development, will
have come a time when railroads must traverse the country, binding its several
parts together, and all to one common Union, and giving a choice of markets
and depots for exchange and shipment of praduce, cither on the Gulf of Mexico,
say at Galveston, or northward, to conneet with the great central converging
points of railroads in Kansas. Whatever can properly be done by the guvern-
ment of the United States in paving the way for these improvements should, in
;nyjudguwnt, be done now, and thus avoid dificultics which may arise in the
uture.

CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY.

By the reorganization of the northern superintendency the following agencies
have been taken from the central and annexed to the northern, to wit: the
Omahas, Sacs und Foxes of Mizsauri, Ottoes and Missouring, Pawnees, and
Upper Platte agency; and the tribes now under the charge of Superintendent
Murply, who succeeded Mr. Albin on the 1st of July last, are the following :
Delawares, Agent Pratt; Dottawatomics, Agent Palmer; Saes and Foxes
of Missouri, Agent Martin; Osage River agency, Miamies, and confederate
bands of Knskaskias, Weus, Peoriag, and Piankeshaws, Agent Colton ; Shaw-
nees, Agent Abbot; Kanwis, (or Kaws,) Aaent Farnsworth ; Nickapoos, Agent
Adams; Ottawas, Agent Hutehingon; Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches,
Agent Leavenworth—all of theze agencies being in Kaunsas,

"The headquarters of this superintendency have been, until the assumption of
the duties of the office by the present incumbent, at St. Joseph, Missouri, but
were then changed to Atchison, that being deemed the most convenient point
for the transaction of the husiness of the superintendency.

The location of this superintendency on the border, whenee the freighting
trains take their departurc to cross the plains, has induced the custom of re-
3uiring the superintendent to supervise the shipment of the large quautitics of Tu-

inn goads, annually forwarded to the upper Missouri, Colorado, New Mexico,
and Utal, and the tribes in the western portions of Nebraska and Knnsas. The
experience of the last two or three years Las developed irregularities and un-
reagonable delays in the trausaction of this important business, which have re-
ceived the special attention of this ofice, aud which measures will be taken to
avoid, if possible, in future, by insisting upon a strict nccountability on the part
of contractors fur trausportation, and, if neccssary, by the designation of a
special agent to attend to this business alone, under.ingtructions.

There ure several interesting questions affecting alike a number of the tribes
located in Kansag, which do not at present apply to those in other States or
Territorics. When the present policy of concentrating Indiana upon rescrva-
tions, and inducing them to turn their attention to agriculture was adopted, a
large portion of Kansas was sct apart for their use.  The advance of the white
population, and the gradually increasing attention of the Indians to farming,
and their abandominent of the chaaze, resulted in new treativs, by which the In-
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dians consented to take allotments of specified quantities of land for cach person,

old and young, and that the surplus land shoulg be sold for their benefit ; though
expericnce has proved that in many cases the avails of this surplus have been
swallowed up by debts acknowledged by the Indians. Out of these allotments
have arisen questions as to alienation of and heirahip to renl property, rights of
orphan children, distribution of annuities, &ec., whicE frequently embarrass this
oflice; and amongthese troublesone questions is a fenture in some of the treaties,
providing that, under certain conditions, such as naturalization in a United
States court in Kansas, wpon certificate of a judge that the applieant is fit to
take charge of his own affairs, the Indian may obtain a patent for his allotted
lInnd, and become invested with the rights of citizenship. Experience has
shown that in too many cases this process of naturalization has been attempted
upon Indians who are notorionsly unfit for citizenship; aund to avoid the cntire
waste of the means of living of the family dependent upon him, this office has
been obliged to take the respansibility of declining to carry the proposed arrange-
ment into ¢ffect.  T'his subject will be made more clear in subsequent remarks
referring to particular tvibes.  Sueh general rules have heen adopted and pro-
mulgated from time fo time as have been deemced necessary to guard the interests
of the Indians, these rules Laving in every instance reccived the sanction of
your departinent, '

A question of some interest, as relating particularly to the Indians of this
superintendency, descrves zome notice here. Complaints were made some
months since of difficultics arising, and likely to grow serions, from the habit of
Indiang, lately returned from service in the army, carrying arms, which they
drew and used upon the slightest provocation or excitement. An order was at
firat iseued to disarm the Indians generally, but this was modified 80 as to re-
quire them, when in public nssemblies, at payments, or on the oceasion of their
visiting the towns, to deposit their wrms with their agent, recciving receipts
therefor.  The order, it is believed, has had an execllent effect.

I proceed to notice the several agencies in detail, with such suggestions as
occur to me !

Delawares—The Delaware agent, Mr, Pratt, represents the agricultural
operations of the tribe as unusnally suceessful, and in this there appears to be a
marked improvement over the previous year; the result being a much better
condition of the Indians for the approaching winter.  Upon the large and fertile
tract which they awn, much greater results zhould have heen produced. but
Yheir crops, as returned, shiow 55.700 hushels corn, 2,565 bushels wheat, 10.000
bushels potatocs, besides many other articles of farm produce. The Indians
number about 1,000, and maintain fully their reputation for devoted loyalty,
having furnished many good soldiers to the army.

Lheir school is in a flourishing condition, having won very high praise from
the superintendent on the oceasion of a speeial visit, and has an excellent effect
upon the whole tribe.

The Wyandotts, who are attached to this agency, do not zeem to be in as
favorable condition as the Delawares, and are desirous of a new treaty, by
which they hape to better their condition. A special report on their case will
be anbmitted for your consideration.

Pottowatamics—The census of last June showed the population of this tribe
to be 1,574, being a decreanse of 404 within a year. Most of this decrease is ac-
counted for by Agent Palmer, by the absence of about forty members of the tribe,
wlho went gouth seme months since to Junt and support themselves beyond the
vestraints of civilized life; and of a much larger nunber who are suid to be
wandering about in Jowa and Wisconsin. A considerable number of Potla-
watomics, snpposed to be a portion of those belonging in Kansas, have been
lheard of recently as being in the northern part of Wisconsin, The agent for
the wandering Wisconsin Indians, Mr, Lumorcaux, who was sent to make in-
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quiries as to this party, reports them as doing no harm, and creating no bad
feeling among the settlers, but the carliest possible means will be adopted to
return them to their proper places. The shiftless conduet of this portion of the
tribe, known as the ¢ Prairic band,” is very prejudicial to the interests of the
remainder, the majority, who have taken allotments and settled down to farm-
ing; while the others refused to do so, and had a tract set apart for their use in
cornmon. This, however, as is mentioned above, they haveabandoned; and it
may, perbaps, be well to remove them entirely, and settle them further south,
when the way is opened for that parpose.

Agent Palmer represents the scttled portion of the tribe in very favorable
terms, and, as the result of their farming operations, that they are “asindepend-
ent as their white neighbors,”” having raized 64,000 bushels corn, besides other
large crops, and owning 2,200 horses, 1,600 cattle, &c. As they become as-
sured of the permanent ownership of their lauds, they have become more settled
and industrious. 'I'his tribe has furnished seventy-one soldiers for the United
States army, and the agent states that a large percentage of them have died in
the service.

The school (St. Mary’s mission) appears to’be admirably conducted, and a
very efficient help in educating the Ingians, not only in the branches usually
taught in schools, but in agriculture and the arts of housewifery, and habits of
industry generally. The teachers arc desirous to accommodate more pupils,
who are anxious to receive the benefits of their care and labor, and measures
will be taken to make the civilization fund provided by Congress available for
this purpose.

The treaty with this tribe provides that, on application to the department by
Indians who have taken out certificates of naturalization in. the Kansas courts,
they shall receive patents for their lands, and their pro rata share of the funds
of the tribe, and become citizeng of the United States. Under thig provision
about 150 applications for patents, &c., have been made to this office; but on
careful inquiry it was found that gross carclessness (or worge) had occurred in
furnishing the certificates of good conduct, sobriety, and ability to conduct 1heir
own affuirs, which certificates were a necessary preliminary to naturalization.
The whole matter has undergone a carveful examination, and, with your con-
currence, a policy has becu adopted which will, it is hoped, secure the real in-
terests of the tribe. It has been decided to issue patents to such only as are
certificd by both the ageut and a business committec, (appointed by the tribe to
conduct its affairs, and composed of its best men,) to be thoroughly fitted for
citizenship and the control of their own affuirs, and patents are now in pre-
paration for about fifty who come up to this stundard; others will be furnished
with patents as soon as they come up lo the stundard, In regard to the
eapitalization of their annuities and other funde, it is found that an appropria-
tion by Congress for that purpose, of such amount of the tribal funds as is ne-
cessary, should be made before it can be paid to the persons entitled to it. A
special report will be prepared and laid before you, showing the number of
persons entitled to their pro rata share of the funds, and the amount necessary
to be appropriated for the purpose.

Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi, and Chippewas and Munsces,or Christian
Indians.—Agent Martin reports the Sucs and Foxes under his charge as exhibiting
a decided improvement morally, being more quiet and peaceable, more industri-
ous, and williug to contribute something for education, their treaty laying aside
nothing for the purpose. They number 805, heing a decrease of 86 since last
year, a fact for which the agent is unable to account. They have personal
property estimated at $71,900, and raised this year 7,500 bushels of corn, be-

. sides other produce. Considering the means available, their school has been
reasonably guecessful.
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T'he Chippewas and Munsecs are a small tribe, numbering only SO persons,
occupying their lands in severalty upon a small reservation, and are quict and
industrious, owning property to the amount of about $10,000. They have a
good school, and are favorably situated in every respeet.

The largest portion of the extensive rescrvation of the Sacs und Foxes has
been sold at public eale, the funds realized being, however, swallowed upin the
payment of certificates of indebtedness of the Indians, the tribe having withdrawn
to a diminished reservation, which, however, lill greatly exceeds their necessi-
ties, if they can be induced to turn their attention more to agriculture.

The Chippewas and Munsees, having a small portion of land outside of their
allotments, and more than they neced, have expressed a desire that it shall be
sold for their bencfit. Steps have been taken to appraize this land, amounting
to 1.428 acres, preparatory to a public sale.

Osage River agency; Miamws, Kashaskias, Peorias, Weas, and Piankes-
haws.—'T'hesc Indiang, under the charge of Agent Colton, are considerably ad-
vanced in civilization, and live upon land hield in severalty. The Miamies number
only 127, and own property averaging about $120 to each individual, apart from
the land valuation. But a small portiou of their land is under cultivation, the
amount being stated at fifteen acres for each family, but the people maintain
themselves comfortably. The agent represents that the progress of improve-
ment has been slower than usual, on account of the disturbed condition of affairs
upon the border during the war. The Miamies pay great attenlion to the edu-
cation of their children, and contribute largely of their own means for their
maintenance at good schools, and they desire to be allowed to set apart still
more of their funds for the purpose. They have some trouble resulting from
trespasses of unnuthorized persong upon their surplus land, and are desirous to
effect a sale of it.

A question of much importance to the Miamies is undergoing investigation,
having reference to an alleged wrong done to them by the setting apart of some
14,000 acres of land and 815,000 in money for certain Miamies of Indiana, the
Kansas Miamies alleging fraud iu the list of persons, &ec.

T'he Peorias and other tribes confederated with them number 236 in all, and
own personal property to the average value of $140 per each individual, and
cultivale an average of 20 acres to each family. The Indians of this ageney
have raised this year nearly 40,000 bushels of corn, and own GO0 horses, 750
head of cattle, and 1,100 hoga.

A great defeet in the treaty made with these Indiansis that the lands allotted
to individuals, when patented to them, were putented for whole families in the
name of the hieads of those faumilics; and as the restriction upon alicnation of
lnnd only applied to one-half of the amount patented, the result has been that
the share of the children has been sold by the fithers in many cases. Asa fur-
ther consequence, orphan cliildren, who were plaeed infamilies here and there
for enumeration and allotment, lose their proper and just share of land. In re-
gard to the ‘orphan clildren, the ease has a worse aspect, for in most cases the
tamilics with whom they are placed care only for them so far as to get their
annuities, The agent has suggested, and, to the credit of the leading men of
the tribe, they desire, that measures shall be taken to have these orphan chil-
dren placed under legally appointed guardians, who shall, under proper honds,
take chargo of them and see that they are properly educated and maintained till
of age, when their accumulated annuitics would give them a fair start in life.
"This whole subject has been referred to the superintendent for investigation and
report as to the practical method of bringing about the desired reform,

Kansas, or Kaws—This tribe, under charge of Agent Farnsworth, numbers
631 persons, showing a decrease of 70 since lnst year. The agent ascribes the
gradual decay of the tribe to the pernicions habit of intermarringe of relatives,
and to dissipation. The people are well disposed towards the whites, fricndly
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and loyal, (the latter characteristic shown by their having furnished 84 soldiers
for the army, of whom 24 have died,) but they do not appear to appreciate the
benefits of a scttled life, and care little for cducation. The Friends, mission
school upon the reservation is, however, reasonably successful with the limited
number of children who will attend, and some thirty are able to read in English.

This tribe spent the early part of the scason in the buffulo country, and had
a successful hunt, from which they returned to put in their corn crop, which was
also successful.

Nothing of special interest has occurred relative to these Indians since the
Inst report, except a kind of negotiation entered upon, and carried forward with
cvery pretenee of solemmity by some of their chiefs with the Pawnces, having
reference to the return of certain horses stolen from the Xaws by the Pawnees.
The latter tribe were profuse in their joy at the idea of making penee, but reti-
cent of horses. They, however, succeeded in finding a few, which they were
ready to return; whereupon the Kaw agent refused, ou their behalf, to receive
these horses, unless the remainder were returned. The agent was instructed
to receive the instalment, and the Pawnee agent to return the remainder when
found.

Kickapoos.—Agent Adamsrepresents this tribe as numbering 238 personson the
reservation, including a number of Pottawatomies, who, a few years since, pur-
chased a right to share the head-rights and annuities of the Iickapoos. Only thirty
families were found willing to aceept sepavate allotments of land, and they are
doing well. The remainder reside upon a diminished reserve, held in common,
there Dbeing also rescrved a sufficient quantity of land for 120 Kickapoos, who
have for o long time buen absentees from their tribe, and in regard to whom it
is rumored that they have been destroyed inan encounter with the wild Indians
of the southwest. The remaiuder of the lands of the tribe, amounting to
123,832 acres, has been disposed of at §1 25 per acre, in_accordance with the
terms of treaty, to the Atchison and Pike’s Peak Railroad Company ; and the
interest upon the purchase money will furnish a handsome income for the tribe.
No school now exists upon the reservation, the mission school which formerly
existed having been abandoned, but the agent promises a special report, with a
plan for its re-cstablishment. The crops raised by the tribe are abundant for
their support.

Ottawas—Nonc of the Kansas tribes have advanced in civilization with greater
rapidity or certaiuty than this, and they are independent and self-sustaining, and
will 3oon assume the position of citizens of the United States, and abandon _their
tribal relations entirely. Many of them are doing very well as farmers, and are
independent of all outside aid.  They number two hundred in all, their loss of
some thirty by small-pox, besides deaths from other diseascs, having been made
up by accessions to their number from the Ottawas of Michigan. They have
made excellent provizion for educating their children, and an extensive building
is in progross, uided by large contributions from white friends.  Sales of their
lauds, niw from those reserved for educational purposes, have amounted to
about $10,500 during the past year,

Kiowas, Comanches and dpaches.—Although the headquartersof this agency
is in Kansas, it is rather an independent agency, reporting directly to this office.
The Indians have no rescrvation, but were entitled, under treaty stipulations,
to a periodical distribution of goods,and after receiving these goods, left for their
various places of resort. Theiv agent, Colonel J. . Leavenworth, has for a long
time possessed their confidence, and Ly his influence over them they have, for
the most part, if not entirely, abstained from all hostilities or interference with
travel over the Santa I'¢ road. A portion of those who escaped from the
Chivington magsacre took refuge with them, and they have had many temptations
to join the other Indians of the plaing in their hostilities. Various communications
from their agent, dated at Crow Creck ranch, sixty miles west of Iort Larned,
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during the last spring, assured this office that the Indians had promised him to
keep away from the emigrant road, and abstain from hostilities ; but it was only
by great cfforts, in which the agent was assisted by Hon. J. It. Daolittle, then
acting as ane of the congressional Committee of Investigation into Indinn matters,
who was furnished with special authority from the department for the purpose,
that a collision between these Indiang and the military was prevented, and an
arrangement was finally made by which a formal conference for treaty purposes
wag agreed upon, to take place on the 4th of October, instant, and for which
purpose a mixed commission of civilians and military officers was appointed to
attend on the part of the government. This commission comprises the agent,
Colonel Leavenworth; the guperintendent of the Kansns tribes, 'Thomaa Mur-
phy, esq.; Jaumes Steele, esq. detailed from this office; Brigadier General
Sanborn, commnnding the military district; and Major Bent, an old resident of
the Indian country. Muajor General Harney, of the commission to the southern
Indians, was also present us a commissioner with this party. The party from
Leavenworth left that place Iate in September, taking with them a large amount
of goods provided for these Indians under the treaty, but which had been re-
tained pending the question as to their connexion with the hostilities upon the
lains. .

d The Kiowas had in 1862 an estimated population of 1,800, the Comanches
1,800, and the Apaches 500, making 4,100 in all, iveluded in this ageney.

With these Indians are a Iarge number of Arapahocs and Cheyenncs, parties to
the treaty of Fort Wise, althongh a portion of them fled northward after the
Sand Creck massacre, and joined their people connected with the Upper Platte
agency.

Several communications have been received from the commiasion e route to,
and since their arrival at the place of rendezvous, which appears to have been
finally fixed at a short distance above the mouth of the Little Arkansag river;
and, under date of October 23, General Snuborn telegraphied that a treaty had
been concluded with the Arapahoes, Cheyennes, and Apaches, and that the
Kiowas and Comanches had sent out runners to bring in several white captives
which they held, and that on their rcturn a treaty, the terms of which had been
agreed upon, would be concluded with the last-named tribes.

By later advices, which bave just been received, I learn that the prisoners
alluded to had been brought in, and a treaty had been concluded with the Xio-
was and Comanches, the Apaclics preferring to join with the Arapahoes and
Cheyennes, by which they have agreed to accept a reservation south of the
Avkauvsas river, and leave unmolested, so far as they are concerned, the great
travelled routes acroas the plains. 8o soon ag T am in possession of all the fucts
I will lay this treaty before you, with a special report.*

NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY,

As coustituted at the date of the last annual report from this office, this su-
perinteudency comprised the various bands of Chippewas in Minuesota and
Wisconsin, together with the Sioux and Winuncbagoes who had been removed
to the reservation at Crow Creck, in Dakota Territory ; the Winnebagoes, how-
ever, having already migrated to the Omaha reservation, in Nebraska Teni-
tory. 'The headquarters of the superintendent were at St. Paul, Minnesota,
Clark W, "T'hompson, esq., being the incumbent of the office. Iarly in the, last
summer changes were made, by which the agencies at Bayfield, Wisconsin, for
the Ohippewas of Lake Superior, and at Crow Wing, Minnesota, for the Chip-
pewas of the Mississippi, &e., beenmo independent, and reporting divectly to
this office; and the Sioux remaining at Crow Creek were trausferred to the Da-
kota auperintendency ; and the northern superintendency as now coustituted,

* Por report of this commlsslon see Appendix,

47 of 64



D.N. Cooley, October 31, 1865, Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
H. Exec. Docs., 39 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 2, Doc. 1, pp. 169-232 (1248).

216 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

having its headquarters at Omaha, Nebraska Territory, under E. B. Taylor, esq.,
comprises the following tribes and agencies, all in Nebraska, to wit:

Omahas, Agent Furnas. at Omaha agency, estimated population 1,000.

Winnebagoes, Agent Matthewson, at Omadi, occupying a part of the Omala
reservation, estimated population 1,900.

Ottoes and Missourias, Agent Daily, at Dennison, population 708,

Sacs and Foxes of Missouri and Jowas, (or Great Nemaha agency,) John A,
Burbank agent, population 389.

Pawnees, Agent Wheeler, at Genoa, population 2,800. :

Sioux, Arapahoes, and Cheyennes, of the Upper Platte, at Fort Laramie,
Agent Vital Jarrot, population estimated as follows: Sioux, (Brulés and Ogal-
Inlas,) 7,865; Arapahoes, 1,800; Cheyennes, 720—total, 10,385.

The totul Indian population in the superintendency is thus estimated from
the latest sources at 17,182. I proceed to notice such matters in regard to each
of the above tribes and agencies as arc deemed worthy of epeeial remark.

Omahas—From the annual report of Agent IFurnas, as well as from a special
report made at an earlier date by the superintendent, we obtain the most satisfac-
tory information in regard to this tribe. Located upon an ample reservation of
good land, and well disposed to the pursuits of agriculture, the Indians have
cultivated nearly one thousand acves during the present year, with such success as
to raise enough for their own use, with a surplus for sale. Their school, under
the charge of missionarics of the Presbyterian Board of Missions, appears to be
doing great good, though receiving a much less number of pupils than the joint
contributions of the tribe and the mission board would seem to provide for.

T'he tribe appears to be satisfied with the terms of the treaty made last spring,
by which they cede to the United States a portion of their rescrvation for the
use of the Winnebagoes, and are impatient to realize the purchase-money, in
order that a portion of it may be used for their permanent benefit. They have
so far advanced in civilization as to begin to desire separate allotments of land,
8o that they may feel that the products of their industry are their own. Sundry
complaints made by the chiefs to the superintendent at the time of his visit to
themn have been made the subject of examination by this office, and explanations
made and such grievanees redressed as were in the power of the office to redress,
It was found that the mill had not been run, nor certain employés kept in ser-
vice, for the full time provided in the treaty, and the agent has been directed to
continue them iu service. The Indians have a just cause for complaint in cer-
tain depredations upon them by the hostile Sioux, and the government having
fuiled to protect them, they ask compensation from Congress. A special report
upon this subject has been called for from the agent, and when received will be
laid before you.

Winnebagoes—1 regret that I am unable to report much improvement in the
condition of this unfortunate tribe since the last annual report. Ifull details as
to their condition, wants, and suggestious for their benefit, ave furnished in the
accompanying reports, and your attention is particulmly invited to the special
report of Superintendent Taylor, T'he urgent request of the chiefs for a change
of agent las been granted, and such measures have heen taken as will, it is hoped,
render the people more eomfortable than hitherto, and enable them still to sup-
port, with the commendable patience which Las thus far cliaracterized them, the
necessary privations and troubles incident to their unsettled condition, until
Congress can rutify the treaty providing for their permanent scttlement upon
the Omaha reservation. This I earnestly hopn will be done at an early duy,
so that preparations can be made at the first opening of spring for the necessary
work towards establishing them in comfortable quarters, and enabling them to
support themselves by agriculture as soon as possible.

I doubt whether there is another tribe of Indinns in the eountry—indeed I
doubt whether there is an equal number of white men—who would have sub-
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mitted patiently, ns these Indians did, to be taken from their homes and farms
in the * very garden of Miunesota,” as it has been called, where they were in-
dependent and happy, and always friendly to tho whites and loyal to the gov

ernment, and transferred to a region from whence they were compelled to migrate
or starve; and to continue thus without homes, and in the condition of paupers
for three years. With the ratification of the treaty referved to, and such legisla-
tion as may be deemed necessary by Coungress, we may look for better things.
The resources of the tribe, with their industrious habits, when once a place is
found for their application, are sufficient to place them in comparative comfort,
and it will be the duty as well as the pleasure of this office to aid this interesting
tribe by every meaus in its power.

Connveted with this tribe are a number of perzons who, being resideuts of
Minnesota at the time of the semi-compulsory removal of their brethren, refused
to leave their homes, Their case has recontly been brought to the attention of
this offite, and, with your concurrence, the parties have been nasured that their
Iands shall be secured to them.

They ask also that theiv share of the property of the tribe shall be paid to
them at one payment, so that they may have the benefit of it upou their farms,
and release the government from further liability to them.  If practicable, I beg
leave to suggest that provision might be made for these Winnebagoes by a
special act of Congress, so that the treaty with the tribe may not be deluyed by
amendments requiring the delay involved in a submission to the tribe.

You will not fail to observe the request of the tribe, approved by the agent,
for the addition to their proposed reservation of a small strip of land well adapted
for farming, and convenient for their agency. A special report upon this point
will be mude by the present agent.

Ottoes and Missourias—The reports from these two tribes, under the charge
of Agent Daily, are decidedly favorable as to their peaceable aund sober conduet
and increased attention to farming.  Ifailure iu their hunt last year drove them
to enltivate more lnud this year; but the agent fears that their successful hunt
this geason may again draw them from their fields.

Their excellent crop, however, haa this year so encouraged them, that there
are geo. hopes of their settling down to the pursuits of agriculture; and the ex,
piraticn of the time wlien tlicy can, under theiv treaty, have the benefit of th
aid of a farmer and oiler cmployés, makes it quite neceasary that they should
lnbor for themselves,  This they appear quite ready to do,  Some 12,000 bushels
of corn have Leen raised at this ageney this year, of which nearly half was by
the Indians themselves.

There is now no echool upon the reservation, and the treaty provides for none,
I shall endeavor to interest some of those who have been most successful in
teaching the Indians, in the re-establishment of w school for these tribes, in order
that their children may not grow up in ignorance.

Sues and Foxes of Missourt and lowas—Agent Durbank, who has these
Indiuns in chuwge, makes a very favorable report as to the latter and more ntune-
rous tribe, the censug showing a population of 204, As evidence of their loyulty,
it appeary that no less than forty-three of their number have been enlisted in.the
army of the United States during the late war, and those who have thus served
have been commonded by their oflicers as good soldiers.  What is more and
remarkable, they have come out of the army able to speak English wel), and
with hearts not spoiled by dissipation, earnestly desirous to live like white men,
cultivating the soil. "L'hose who remained at home cultivated the fields for the
families of the soldicrs, and with the aid of the returning braves a handsomno
cvop was harvested.  L'he chiefs desive that a liberal share of the tribal annuities
should be expended in agricultural implements to enable these soldiers to make
further progress in eivilization by means of agriculture; and they express a de-

151
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sirc to have their treaty so amended as to enable them to allot their lands in
severalty and become citizens, The agent does not regard the school as a very
succcssful one, on nccount of the irregular attendance of the pupils.

The Sacs and ¥oxes are but a small tribe, numbering but 95 persong, and
occupy some twenty-five sections of land. They make but poor progress in
civilization, being represented as lazy and shiftless, and have raised but little
for their own support this year.  OF course they are negligent of the interests of
their children, and will not send them to school.

Both of these tribes will be permitted to send delegates to this city during the
coming winter, and it i3 hoped that satisfactory mecasures for their improvement
may be devised.

Puwnees—This tribe, numbering now 2,800 persons, has fora long time been
friendly to the whites, though enjoying a high reputation among their own race
for their ¢kill in posscasing themselves of the property of others. It i3 gratify-
ing to know that their eharncter for honesty is much improved of late years, as
o natural consequence of their improvement in civilization, and accumulation of
home comforts by their own Jabor on their rescrvation,

During last winter cighty-seven of their braves were regularly mustered into
the United States service as scouts, and employed in the military operations on
the plaing; and a still larger number is now in the government service aguinst
their old enemies, the Sioux. The superintendent, in his visit to the agency in
September, found that the tribe had returned from a successful summer hunt,
and were harvesting a finc eenp, raised by themselves upon the cxeellent land of
their reservation; and their condition for the winter was expected to be favorable
to their comfort. "The superintendent found that affairs at the agency proper
were not in so satisfactory a condition, the late agent not having, for reasons
stated iu the special report of the superintendent, attended to the raising of any
crop upon the ageuey farm; the consequence being that grain and other supplies
must be purchased for the use of the employés.

It is suggested that the steam mill provided by treaty causes a uscless ex-
penditure of money, and that a fiue stream in the immedinte vicinity may be
availed of for running a mill by water-power. which will save the salary of an
engincer and labover, as well as a large consumption of fuel. Although the
treaty provides for a sicam mill, the benefit to be derived from this chango is
so apparent, that I think a diversion of the funds for this object wonld:be pro-
per, and have no doubt the Indians would gladly consent to it.

The posting of a company of United States troops at the agency has given
the employés as well as the Indinns a sense of sccurity which they have not
enjoyed for several years, and protected the latter during their hunt.  The
present agent, Mr. Wheeler, represents the Indians ag desiring that their annuity
provided for in goods by treaty be given to them in money, to be expended by
their agent for agricultural implements.  Lhis office will tuke pleasure in carry-
ing into effect, so far as is practicable, this landable desire of the tribe.

The wanual labor school-house, which las been in course of constrnction for
parts of the two ycars past, is nearly completed, though it has not been formally
accepted, It has cost a large sum of money, and there are deficiencics in its
construction, and irregularitics conneeted with the operations of the late agent
and the contractors, into which an investigation is being made. It has been
deemed advisable, however, to remove the echolars to it from the unhealthy
quarters where they have been, and it is intended to provide at the earliest pos-
gible day for at least one hundred children at the school.  Great hopes are en-
tertained by the better class of the Indians of the good to be done by this school,
and thure i3 now some prospect of theiv being realized.

‘The agent recommends an appropriation of 8100 to satisfy with prescnts, in
a manner approved by this people, the relatives of a Pawnee who was, not
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long since, murdered by some unknown white man, and this request will be
granted.

Indiaus of the Upper Platte—Early last spring, it being then understovd
that peace could probably be made with the Sioux, Arapahoes, and Cheyennes,
who had been and are confederated in hostilities upon the emigrant route over
the plaing, the late Secrctary of the Interior deemed it advisable to send an
agent to the then abandoned ageney at Ifort Laramie; and Mr. Vital Jarrot,
who from long residence among the Indians, and their known friendly disposi-
tion toward him, was supposed to be peculiarly well adapted for the mission,
was sent out with instructions to attempt a negotiativn, acting in conenrrence
with the military officers of the district. On his arrival at or near his post,
however, ke found an active campaign going on against these Indians, who had
been alrcady driven far to the north and west. 'The campaign against them
line been a severc one, and entailed very heavy losses upon them, as well as
great expense upon the government : and it is to be hoped that the punishment
of the Indians will be satlicient to compel a peace. At the same time, it 1nust
be contessed that these hostilities are doubtless protracted and bitter in propor-
tion to the sense of wrong felt by the refugees from the Chivington massacre of
last fall, who have gone north mmong these tribes. It will be long before faith
in the honor and humanity of the whites can be, re-establishied in the minds of
these barbarians ; and the last Indian who escaped from the brutal scene at
Sand creek will probably have died beforve its effects will have disappeared.

Iopes are entertained that representatives of these Indiaus, authorized to
speak for them, may be present at the council to be held at Fort Sully, on the
Misgouri, inasmuch as they were, with the Upper Missouri Indians, represented
at the Iort Larawie treaty. It such attendance cannot be secured, the arrange-
ment anticipated as the result of the military cammpaign must be postponed till
the next spring.

From the latest advices from the region of hostilities, it would appear that so
far as the Indiaus especially belonging to the Fort Laramie agency are con-
cerned, the campaign against them is one tending towards extermination; and
Agent Jurrot has been direeted to returu to his post, to be at hand in case any-
thing can be done by him, in concert with the military, for such of the Indians
as remuin,  Agent Jurrot is decided in the expression of his opinion that there
have always been many of the Sioux and Arapahboes who would have been glad
to make peace if their lives would have been safe in approaching the posts;
but he thinks the Clieyennes so exasperated that they will almost suffer cxter-
mination rather than submit.

I feel confident, however, that when these Arapahoes and Cheyenues learn
the termy of the treaty negotinted with their brethren ou the Arkausas, and
when they know, as they will from the proceedings of that council, the merited
and unmeasured condemuation bestowed by the yovernment upon the Chiving-
ton massacre, they will bury the tomahawk and aceept the profiered peace.

GREEN DAY AGENCY.

The annunl report of thig ageney is, as usual, punctual as to time and full in
informatim, . The tribeg under charge of Agent Davis are the Menomonces,
Oucidas, and Stockbridges and Munseos.

The Menomonees number one thousand eight hundred and seveuty-niue,
having inereased to some extent since lnst year, notwithstanding the ravages of
the sinnall-pox the past summer, and the death, in battle and in hospital, of
about one-third of the one hundred and twenty-five men whom they have fur-
nished to the United States army, enlisted in Wiscousin regiments.  Their
reservation, although of abundant extent, is not well adapted for agrieultural
pursuits, unless by clearing out farms in heavy-timbered Iands, which has been
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done to some extent, and considerable produce has been raised. Depredations
upon the timbered (pine) lands of the tribe have been made to a large extent
by whites, and the agent has taken the necessary steps to prosecute the guilty
parties, and recover for the tribe the value of the timber.

~ There were one hundred and fifty cases of small-pox among the Menomonces,
the ravages of the disease being greatly increased by the conduct of a priest, as
stated by the ngent, in insisting upon tuking to the church the bodies of the
decvased, and holding services over them in the presence of a erowd of the
people.  T'his practice was only terminated by the expulsion of the priest from
the reservation. Some eight hundred of the Indiaus were vaccinated, and the
disease was after a time stayed, but the agricultural operations of the people
were much interfered with.  In other respects, referred to by Agent Davis, the
conduct of the same priest has been reprehensible and prejudicial to the inter- &
csts of the tribe; and measures will be taken towards an improvement in this
respect, While there i8 no disposition on the part of this office to interfere
with the rooted religious prejudices of Indian tribes who have long been accus-
tomed to the ministrations of particulur denominations of Christians, a just con.
trol over these matters must be waivtained, where the interests of the Indians
clearly require it. '

Tlic schiools upon the reservation are under the charge of devoted Catholic
women, who have been long in the service, and are doing much good. The
blacksmith employed for the tribe is a native Menomonce, and does his work
well.

An interesting question as to the right of the State of Wisconsin to the 16th
sections in the townships comprising this reservation, which has been in dispute
for some time, has been decided in favor of the Indiaue by the department.

The Oneida reservation is near Green Bay, and includes an abundance of
good land, which is availed of to a very limited extent by the Indians. Their
vicinity to several thriving towns, where they are readily supplied with liquor,
has hiad a bad effect upon them. Many of them find it easier to cut and sell
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tho timber from their reserve than to engage steadily in farming ; and the best
among them, baving no allotments of Jand, have not ihat incentive to efforg i

P b

whiclt 2 home of their own would give them. I propese, with yonr concur-

]
rence, to endeavor to bring about an improvement in this respeet.  The Oncidas i
furnished one huudred and eleven ten for the United States army, their total B
population being one thousand and sixty: four by the lnst census—a decrease of £
fifty-seven since last year. Their crops have furnished them a suflicient sub- ‘\ﬁ
sistence.  The small-pox prevailed among them to some extent, there being g‘x
forty-three cases and fifteen deaths by thut diseasc. ;%

They have two schools, one under charge of the Methodist, and the other the i
Protestant Episcopal churceh, the reports of both schools being herewith, Re- [
cently, application has been made by a native Oncida, educated at a college in &
Wisconsin, for the appuintment as teacher of the first muned of these schools,

The Stockbridges and Munsees, being the remains of the tribes formerly set- 5
tled on the east sitle of Lake Winnebago, and who declined to take allotments
and abandon their tribal relations, were placed upon & reservation of two town-
ships on the west end of the Menomonee reservation as at first cstablishud,
"T'hey number 338 persong, but at latest dates only nbout one-half of them were
upon their reservation, the remainder being absent nmong the white settlements,
employed by the farmers as Iaborers.

They justly complain that the lands given to them are poor and barren, and
unfit for their use, They are an industrious people, and would do well upon
good lands, and be entirely independent.  Ont of their small population they
had 43 soldicrs in the United States aymy. Their school has been suecessful
during the year.
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Last winter, Congress provided, by a section of the Indian approprintion bill,
that any of these Indians might select 160 acres of the public lunds as a home-
stead; but, the subject having been brought to their attention by the agent,
they have, as a tribe, declined to avail themselves of the privilege, alleging that
they have not the means to remove upon and work such new farms. Many of
them are desirous that their lands in Wisconsin, which are valuable for their
pine timber, may be sold, and a new home provided for them in the southwest.
It is probable that such an arrangement can be made to advantage as =oon as
trenties are completed with the tribes occupying the country south of Kansas.
In such case, doubtless, many of the tribe would decide to take the portion of
the Innds offered to them in Wisconsin, and with their proportion of the funds
of the tribe open new farms and become citizens. T'he loyalty and good con-
duet of this tribe deserve the favorable consideration of the government,

AGENCY FOR THE WINNERAGOES, POTTAWATOMIES, ETC., IN WISCONSIN.

No report has been reeeived from this agency. The Indians comprised with-
in it are wandering bands, having no scttled homes; and who, having refused
to remove west with their tribes, obluin a precarious subsistence by hunting,
fishing, gathering berries in their season, and by begging, in the northwestern
counties of Wisconsin. Oongrers in 1864 prowvided a special agent to take
charge of them, and made an appropriation for their relief.  They number some
1,500, their aggregate having, it is supposed, been increased this ycar by the
u.dgiLIion of some 350 Pottawatomies, who have wandered thither from Kansas
and Jowa.

CHIPPEWAS OF THE MISSISSIPPIL.

At this agency, at Crow Wing, Minnesota, Agent Clark has in charge the
various bands of Chippewa Indians of that State, comprised under the following
classifications : Chippewas of Mississippi, numbering about 2,050 ; Chippewas
of Red Lake and Pembina, about 2,000; Pillager and Lake Winucbagoshish
bands of Chippewas, population last year 1,966~—total, 6,016.

No report hus been reecived from the agent—for what reazon does not appear ;
and we are unable to present any statistics as to the condition and progress of
these tribes, many of whom are industrious, thriving farmers. Last year they
made and harvested a Imge quantity of maple sugar and wild rice, besides sell-
ing tiws to a congiderable amount, By recent treaties with two of the classes
of tribes above mentioned, provision was made for the expenditure of o large
amount of money in their belalf, in addition to the sum previously due to the
Chippewas generally ; and the removal of the agency establishment to a point
further north and more central has been determined upon.  Agent Clark 2o0me
time ginee submitted a report with plans for the proposed buildings, upon a des-
ignated location near Leech lnke; bub action iu the matter awaits the report of
a specinl agent, who has been directed to make move particular inquiry as to the
site and plans proposed. The large amount disbursed at this agency makes it
one of the most important in the service, and I very much regret that, by the
neglect of the agent to forward his report, I have no meaus of presenting a full
statement of its condition.

CIIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPERIOR.

This year, as well as last, the annnal statement of Agent Webb fails to reach
us in time to be made available for the annual report of this office. The Indians
of this agency are all Ghippewas, residing on and about reservationsdn northern
Wisconsin, and number about 4,500, Lhey have their farms and schopls, re-
ceive annually n considerable sum of money, besides having the benefit of the
labors of sundry employés of the government, and ought to be in u comforta-
ble condition, but we have no dutn to show it.®

*For Agent Webl's annual report, sce appendlx,
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MACKINAC AGENCY, MICHIGAN.

The anuual report of this agency has but this moment been received, and too
late for special notice. It will be fouud among the acecompanying documents.
From the statistics at hand, and which form a part of this report, we learn that
the various tribes and remnants of tribes connected with the agency, and scat-
tered along the shores of Luoke Superior and at other points in Michigan, have
bad a very prosperous ycar. The varions tribes and bands arc classified as
follows, with the more important footings of the tables referring to each:

Ghippewns of Lake Superior : population, 1,058; individual personal property,
824,900 ; two schools, with 91 pupils. Ottawas and Chippewas: population,
4,923 ; property, $257,822; twenty schools, with 578 pupils. Chippewas of
Saginaw, &ec. : population, 1,581, property, $7,691 ; six schools, with 214 pupils.
Chippewas, Ottawas and Tottawatomies: population, 287; property, $39,080;
two schools, with 9 pupils.

These Indians have furnished 196 soldicrs for the United States army. A
large number of them are far advanced in civilization, fully deserving of and
actually excreising the rights of citizenship. 'I'hey are peaceable and indus-
trious to a great cxtient, as is shown by the following aggregates of the principal
crops raised, viz: 8,249 acres cultivated, producing 2,877 bushels wheat, 28,390
bushels corn, 88,492 bushels potatoes, 453,252 pounds maple sugar, and 9,877
barrels fish for snle, besides the quantity used for themselves ; and Lave sold
854,000 worth of furs,

They own and ocenpy 883 frame and lag houses, and have, a8 is geen above,
about 900 of their children at their numerous s’.00ls, taught for the most part
by the sclf-denying missionarice of various denowinations, who have long
labored among them with success. For other interesting details I must refer
to the report of the agent, not having time to make a summary of them.

NEW YORK.

The annual report from this agency is ‘very unsatisfactory as to details, the
ageut, Mr. Rich, having depended for hig statistical information upon the per-
sons cngaged by the State of New York in takiug the census, who have failed
to furnigh him with the information in time for this report. T'his is very much
to be regretted, as there are no full and reliable statistics of the agency since
1862, By a careful census that year the total population of the New York In-
dians was found to be 3,958, Of that number, the principal tribes, the Senecas,
upon their rescrvations, Cattaraugus, Allegany, and Tonawanda, had a popula-
tion of 2,854. A ccnsus of the Senecas in 1863 gave their number at 2,988, an
incrense of 134,

It is not probable that there has been any increase, and the present popu-
lation of the “ Six Nations,” which now includes Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas,
Oneidas, and T'uscaroras, is probably about the sawme as in 1862, as given above.
In that year these Indians had in operation nineteen schools upou their vari-
ous reservations, including the mission sehonls und those organized under State
laws, and 661 pupils were inattendance. The value of personal property be-
longing to individuals that year was cstimated at $262,500.  T'his has doubtless
largely increaged.®

Agent Riclt reports the Indians as paying increased attention to their farms,
and, in many cases, doing in every respect as well as their white neighbors 3 and
that their schools seerm to be prosperous.  “I'he aunual distribution of anvuity
money. and goods has been made and accounts returned, the Oncidug expressing
a desire to have the value of their goods in money hereafter,

There is some cvidence that the influential men among these Indians, who

* For stutistics of N, Y. agency, seo uppondix,
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last year succecded in preventing an arrangeimnent with the government by which
the claims of their people on account of Kansas Jands should be settled, have
come to a scuse of the folly of their conduct at that time, and a petition has
been received from many of them asking that action may be taken by the gov-
ernment in the matter, by the appointment of a commission to settle their elnims,
They have been informed that the subject iz under advisement. I recommend
an carly consideration of this case, so thiat the long-pending claing of this peo-
ple may Le fully and fairly adjusted.

The only school report forwarded is that of the Thomas Orphan Asylum,
which receives aid from the civilization fund to the amount of $1,000 annually.
The wisdom of the expenditure is fully coufirmed by the suceess of the selool,
which i8 under charge of the Society of Friends, and uppears to be doing great
good. Its average number of pupils has becu fifty-three, during the year ending
September 30, ~

FINANCES.

It i3 unnecessary to call your attention to the evils ariging from the anticipa-
tion of appropriations in making purchases of goods, and otherwise providing for
the Indinns, but I deem it my duty to allude to a state of facts that, in sume
cascs, keems to have rendered guch anticipation necessary.

In certain treaties which I have specified in the report accompanying my an-
nual estimates it is contemplated that the appropriations be made Dy the ealen-
dar year. They are made by the fiscal ycar commencing six mouths later,
and this brings them half a ycar behind; and the depnrtinent ix compelled
either to anticipate the appropriations, or be guilty of a breach of faith with the
Indians. I have, therefore, in mny estimates, called for an appropriation of one
instalment in advance under these treaties.

The large emigration to the western Lerritories, canged by the devclopment
of the great mineral wealth of those regions, is fast circumseribing the range of
the Indians and driving them from their ancient hunting-grouuds. The expense
of taking care of the Indians, and maintaining peace between them and the set-
tlers, is thus necessarily much increased, and the amounts approprinted for the
current fiscal year for some of the T'erritovies will fall short of the necessities of
the service. In the case of Utah, I found, on asswning my position here, that
the cutire amount approprinted for general and incidental expenses there had
been exhausted, and over $3,000 had been expended in excess of the appropri-
ntion; and of the appropriation of $25,000 for Nevada, but £4,921 93 remained
on hand at the beginning of the fiscal year. In both these cases, too, there are
claims outstanding which the department has not the means to pay.

The accompanying table will indicate the amounts drawn prior 1o July 1,
1865, from appropriations for the current fiscul year. T'his ehows that
§185,622 43 was anticipated from appropriations nuder treaties, and $115,520 02
from wmisccllancous appropriations.

Whether all these anticipations were necessary, or whether any of them
should have oceurred, need not now be discussed. So long as I am at the head
of this burcau I shall not deem it proper in any case to anticipate approprii-
tions; but to prevent suffering among the Indinus, to insure peace between them
and the whites, and to prevent embarrassments to the serviee, I respectfully ask
that the attention of Congress be called to the existing state of fucts as enrly
ag pricticable in the coming session.

1 also desirve to call your attention to the fact that, under treaty stipulations
with vavious Indian tribes in Oregon and Wushington Lerritorics, the amounts
approprinted now are the samo as before the war, when the payments were made
in coin,  The consequence is, that in muny instances tlie appropriations are not
guflicient to eunble the officers of the department to procure the serviees of the
employd¢s provided for by the treaties.
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STATISTICS.

Such figures as have been returned by the various superintendents and agents
in their annual and other reports are presented in the accompanying tables. In
regard to population, I have endeavored, from the best:sources of information at
hand, to make the statement complete, and where figures, from actual enurmera-
tion, have not been returned, have given estimates, The aggregate number of
Indians living within the limits of the United States is thns shown to be about
308,000, and this will not vary far from the actual number.

I have to repeat the annual complaint of the imperfection of vur tables of sta-
tistics.  If the agents could by any means be induced to obey the injunection
of this otlice to mnke these returns faithfully as to every item called for, and
promptly as to time, I should be able to judge very clearly, from the returns as
to each tribe, and from the grand totals, from year to year, of the success or fail-
wre of the mensures adopted for the benefit of the Indians; but 30 long ns a large
number of agents habitually neglect their duty in this respect, and either send
no tables, or forward imperfect or deficient reports, or fail as to the time of making
their xeports, so long must the annual tubles fail to be satisfactory.

Meagre and deficient as our columus of statistics are, it will be seen, on com-
parizon with the aggregate of last year, that there is a decided increase in almust
cvery item of crops raised and property owned as the result of Indian labor,
and work done in their behalfe For particulars, I refer to the tables herewith,
in relation to furming and educational operatious, which contain much valuable
information.

TRUST FUNDS,

The accompanying tables exhibit a full statement of the various stocks and
bonds held by the Interior Department in trust for various tribes of Indians,
classified as to States and as to particular funds, nominal interest, date of trea-
tics under which the investiment was made, &e.  The total amount of the funds
thus held in trust is $3,076,092, bearing interest to the amount of $181,907 03
annually.  Of the total amount thus held in trust, the sum of $849,950 i3 in-
vested in government sceurities, and $286,742 15in Leavenworth, Pawnee, and
western railvoad bonds; while the remainder, or $1,889,400, is in bonds and
slocks of various States, nearly all of which took partin the rebellion, and have
paid no intereat since 1860. With the return of peace we may expect that ar-
rangements will be made at an carly day for the resumption of the payment of
interest upon these bouds and for the arrears of past years.

SALES OF INDIAN TRUST LANDS.

I have caused to be prepared, and submit herewith, a careful statement show-
ing the amount of lands originally for sale, for the benefit of the Snes and Foxes
of the Mississippi, Sacs and Foxes of the Missowri, Kansag, and Winnebagoes,
regpectively, with the amount of land sold, and the sum realized therefor, whe-
ther in money, or serip repreeenting the indebtednees of the several tribes ; also
the amount of ,certificates of indebtedness originally issued, the amount redecmed,
with the intcrest, and the amount still outstunding.

By the tables, the following facts appear : the amount originally offered for
sale of the Sncs and Foxes of the Mixsissippi lands, in Kansas, was 278,332.60
acres, of which 268,502.68 acres have been sold, realizing the sum of $282,439 27
in cash and certifientes; leaving 9,829.92 acres still unsold; while there still
remains of outstanding indebtedness the sum of 826,574 59, bearing interest
at six per cent,

In addition to the above amount of land as originally offered for sale, there
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was added and placed in market on the 28th of last February a portion of the
diminished reserve, making the whole amount placed in the market about
339,772 acres; the whole number of acrus now remaining unsold being about
70,000 Should this Iand realize at public sale anything like its real value,
there will be something lett to be used for tho bencfit of the tribe; but very
little, apparently, in comparison with what might reasonably have been expected
from the sale of so large a body of land in Kansns,

Of the lands of the Sacs and Foxes of the Missouri and Towa, in Nebrasks,
there were placed in market 32,098 acres, of which 21,225 acres have been
sold, realizing the sum of 833, 057 50, leaving 10,373 acres yct unsold. Of
the amount received $5,740 91 has been paid for bridges, surveying, &ec., and
the balance is partly invested for the benefit of the tribes, and part is in the
United States treasury.

Of the lands of the Kansas tribe, the number of acres offered for sale was
169,268,49; of which there have been sold 35,491.32 acres, realizing the sum
of $50,994 47, which has been paid in certificates of indebtedness of the
tribe; and there remains unsold land to the amount of 133,777.17 acres. There
still remain outstanding certificates of indcbtedness to the amount of $121,013 99,
after the payment of which, if the sales of the remainder of the land should be
successful, there will remain a cousiderable sum for the bLenefit of the tribe.

Of the Winnebago lands there have been put in market by this office
140,776 84 uneres, and by the General Land Office 53,654 23 acres, muking in
all 194,431.17 acres. Of these lands this office has sold 95,189.20 acres, re-
ceiving therefor in cash $120,522 92, and in certificates of indcbtedness and
interest thercon $162,500 42, making in all $283,033 34,

The General Land Otfice has sold 32,148.04 acres, receiving in cash $82,146 14,
Total amount sold 130,337.24 acres, leaving unsold 64,093'03 acrcs. This
land may reasonably be expected to realize $120,000, the average quality being
probably not so good as that already sold.
~ The total amouni of certificates of indebtedness issued is £278,361, and
there are still outstanding certificntes unpaid to the amount of §27,881 62; so
that when the lands shall have all been aold, there will probably remain nearly
$100,000 for the benefit of the tribe.

Having thus presented a summary of the affairs of the various tribes underthe
charge of this office, and such suggestiouns in regard to their condition, welfare,
and improvement, as I have deemed appropriate, I have but to refer you to the
accompanying papers for details, and to conelude with the assurance that, rely-
ing upon your sympathy with all honest efforts exerted for the benefit of the
Indian race, I shall devote my utmost encrgics to the end that their interests
may receive no detriment while they remain under my charge. I hope, indeed,
to effeet much real good for this interesting people.

Respectfully submitted:
D. N, COOLEY, Comntissioner.

Ilon. James ITARrLAN,

Secretary of the Interior.
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LIST OF PATERS ACCOMPANYING THE REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF

No.

INDIAN AFIPAIRS FOR 1865,
WASHINGTON SUPERINTENDENCY,

1. Report of W. H. Waterman, superintendent.

No. 2. Report of 8. D, Howe, T'ulalip agency.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
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3. LReport of C. C. Finkbouer, in charge of Lummi rescrvation.
4. Report of Rev. I5. C. Chirouse, teacher Tulalip agencey.
5. Report of A, R. Elder, Puyallup agency.
5 A. Report of O. . Spinning, physician ditto.
5 1. Report of W. Billings, furmer ditto.
6 C. Report of J. Hubbard, in charge of Chehalis regervation,
6. Report of J. I Knox, sub-agent Skokomish ageney.
6 A. Report of I\ Ford, farmer Skokomish agency.
7. Report of James H. Wilbur, Yakama agency.
7 A. Report of W. Wright, teacher Yakama agency,
7 B. Report of W. Miller, physician Yakamn agency.
8. Report of II. A. Webster, agent Neeah bay agency.
8 A. Report of J. G.-Swan, teacher Nceal bay agency.
8 B. Report of Geo. Jones, farmer Neeah bay agency.
9. Report of Joseph I1ill, sub-agent Quinaelt agency.
10. Report of Geo. A, Paige, Fort Colville special agency.
10 B. Report of Geo. A. Puige, Fort Colville special agency.
OREGON SUPERINTENDENCY.
11. Report of Superintendent Huntington, treaty with Klamaths, &e.
12. Letter of Superintendent Iuntington, relative to Coast Range Indians,
13. Letter of H. D. Barnard, on same subject.
[For other papers, see Appendix.]

CALIFORNIA SUPERINTENDENCY.

14. Report of Charles Maltby, superintendent.

15. Report of D. I. Moffat, physician Hoopa Valley reservalion.

16. Report of late Superintendent Wiley, relative to special ageney to
Mission Indians,

17. Letter of J. Q. A. Stanley, relative to special agency to Mission Indians

18. Report of W. 5, Lovett, special agent to Mission Indians,

19. Report of J. Q. A, Stauley, special agent to Mission Indians.

ARIZONA SUPERINTENDENCY.

» Letter from (i W, Leiliy, superintendent.

. Letter from Jolin C. Dunu, agent.

. Latter from M. O. Davidaon, agent for Papagos.

Report from M. U. Davidson, relative to character, traditions, habits,

&e., of Papagoa,

VAR (I ]
o

<
e —

o
&

. 24, Instructicns to Mr. Davidson, relative to his agency.
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25. Letter from . Elirenberg, relative to Indian affairs in Arizona.
25%. Letter of Superintendeunt Leihy, relative to Indian hostilities, &e.
[For unnual report of Superintendent Leihy, sce Appendix.]

NEVADA SUPERINTENDENCY.

. 26. Iustructions of Sceretary Usher to C. W, Thompson, rclative to

sclling mill at Truckee River reservation.

. 27. Copy of coutract for sale of Truckee River reservation.

UTAH SUPERINTENDENCY.

28, Report of O, II. Irish, superintendent.

29 Ingtructions to Superintendent Irish, relative to making treaties,

30. Report of Superintendent Irish, transmitting troaties,

31. Report of Superintendent Irish, forwarding Specinl Agent Sales’s re-
port of operations among Indiaus of southwest.

31 A, Report of same, relative to Special Agent Saled’s visit to Pah-Utes.

32. Report of Superintendent Irish, relative to mining discoveries in the
southwest,

33. Letter of Governor Doty, transmitting treatics ratified by Indians.

34. Report of Luther Munn, jr., agent at ort Bridger,

NEW MEX{CO SUPERINTEXNDENCY.

33. Report of X, Delgado, superintendent,

. 3G. Instructions of Secrctary of Interior, relative to slavery in New

Mexico.

. 36 A, Order of the President of the United States, on same subjeet.

. 37. Reply of Superintendent Delgado, on same subject.

. 38. Report of John Ward, agent for Pucblos.

. 383, Report of D, Archuleta, Abiquiu agency.

. 89, Letter of Ilon. K. Benediet, United States judge, relative to bonds

of agenta.

. 40. Report of Superintendent Delgado, relative to ncedy condition of

Pucblos Indians.
40 A, Agent Ward's report on same subject.
40 B. Lutter from Rev, I Jouvet, on same subject.
41. Report of Agent Ward, relative to Mogui Indians,
42, Report of Agent Ward, velative to Moqui Indians,
424, Anuual report of Agent Labadi, Ciwarron agency.

COLORADO SUPERINTENDENCY. ,
43, Letter from Governor Fvang, relative to Arvapahoes desiring to make
puace. ,
44. Office letter to Governor Evans in reply to above.
45. Report of Lafayette Head, Conejos agency.
46. Report of D. O. Oukes, Middle Park agency.
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No. 47. Letter of Governor Evang, transmitting Agent Head's report as to

.

Indians held in slavery.

No. 47 A. Report of Agent Head, as abore.
No. 48. Letter of Govcrnor Iivans, relative to outbreak of Indians,
No. 49. Letter of late Superintendent Albin, relative to shipment of goods.

hY

No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

No.
No.

No.

No.

No.
No.
No.

No.

No.
No.
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0. 50,

Report of Governor Evans, relative to distribution of goods.
’ DAKOTA SUPERINTENDENCY.

503. Annual report of Governor Edmunds.

o1.
62,

53.
54.

5

(521

56,
o1.

58.
59,

60,

. 64.
. 65,

. 6G.
. 67.
. 674 Annual report of Agent Potter, Ponca agency.
68.
. 69.
. 70,

LT

T2,
.73,

Report of Governor Edmunds, ex officio superintendent.

Letter of Governor Edmunds, urging necessity of treaty with Upper
Missouri Sioux.

Office instructions to Governor Edmunds, relative to treaty.

Letter of Governor Edinunds, on same subject.

. Report of General Popo to General Grant, against the proposed

treaty, und giving his views of policy to be pursued.

Letter of Secretary Harlan to General Pope, relative to same subjeet.

Instructions of Interior Department to Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
on samo subject.

Circular instructions to superintendents and agents, same subject.

Despatch froni General Pope, recommending commission to make
peace with Indians.

61, 62, and 63. Reports of General Sully, relative to bis campaign in
Dakota.

Report of Governor Edmunds, relalive to condition of Indian affairs.

Insiruetions of Governor Edmunds to Agent Conger, approved by
Indian Office.

Special report of Agent Conger, relative to Yancton agency.
Special report of Agent Potter, Ponea ageney.

Oflice letter to agent, relative to murder of Poneas by whites.

Special report of Agent Stone, Crow Creek agency,

Special report of Agent Stone, relative to turning back of his Indians
from their hunt by military orders. )

Report of Governor BEdmunds, transmitting epecial report of Agent

Wilkinson, Upper Missouri agency.

Report of Agent Wilkinson,

Letter of Governor Xdmunds, transmitting sundry reports of Agent
Wilkinson,

73 A. Report of Ageat Wilkingon, relative to condition of Indians.
73 B. Report of Agent Wilkinson, relative to residing at agency.

4.
70,

Aunnual report of Agent Wilkinson.
Report of Agent Stone, Crow Creek agency, for September, 1363,

754. Amumal report of Agent Stone, Crow Creck ageney.

76.

Letter of Captain J. L. Ilisk, relative to colonizing Indians north ot
Missouri river,
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IDANIO SUPEMINTENDENCY.

No, 77, Report of Governor Lyon, ex officio superintendent,

No., 78. Office tustructions to Governor Lyan, relutive to treaties with Indians.
No. 79. Aunund report of J. O'Neil, Nez Perees agoncey.

No. 80. Lettor of Agent O'Neil, relativo to hostilities by Blackfeet.

MONTANA SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 81. Report of Ageut Hutchins, relative to Flathead school.

No. 82, Office instructions to Agent Hutchins, on snme subject.

No. &3, Special report of Agent Hutehing, distribution of goods,

No. St Al report of Agout Hutehing, Flathead agency.

No. 85. Specinl report of Agent Hutching, I'nthend school.

No. 853, Instructions to Agent Upson, as to trenty with Blackfeot.

No. 853, Letter from Agent Upson, relative to hostilitics among Blackfoeet.
[Ior Agent Upson’s annual report, see Appendix.]

SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY,

Non. 86. Annual roport of 1. Sells, superintendent.

No. 86 A. Statement of cuttle captured, &e., referred to in superintendent’s
report.

No. 87. Agent Reynolds to superintendent, xelative to catile-thieving.

No. 88. Repurt of Superintendent Sells to oflice, sume subjeet, August 4,
1864. '

No. 89. Report of Superintendent Sells to office, sume subject, August 5,
186o.

No. 90. Instructions of Interior Department, March 20, 1865, same subject.

No. 91. Office letter to late Superintendent Goflin, Februnry 14, 1865, rela-
tive to charges against Indian ageuts. .

. No. 91 A, Letter of Colonel Phillips to Scerctury of Interior,

No. 02, Interior Department instructions to Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
relative to same subject.

No. 93, Reply of Agent Colman to charges.

No. 94. Reply of Agent Cutler to eharges.

No. 93. LReply of Agent Ilarlan to eharges,

No. 96. Aunual report of Agent Coleman, Chickesaw ageney.

No. 97, Annunl report of Agent Reynolds, Seminole ngencey.

No. 98, Supplewmentury veport of Agent Reynolds, Seminole agency.

No. 90, Auwnuwal report of Agent Harlan, Cherokeo ngency.

No. 100, Aunuul report of Agent Gooking, Wichita agency.

No. 101, Aunual report of Agent Dunn, Creck ageney.

No. 102, Auwunual report of Agent Snow, Neosho ageney.

No. 108, Letter of Superintendent Scll, transmitting special report of Agent
Snow, relative to exploration of Quapaw reservation,
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No. 105
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No. 107

No. 108
No. 109
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. Despatch of Mnjor General Reynolds, June 28, 18635, relative to

Indian council to make peace,
. Despateh from Major General Reynolds, relative to proposed peace

council,

. Report of Commisrioner Cooley, as president of council at Fort
Smith,

. Officinl daily record of conncil at Fort Smith.

. Letter of John Ross to Opothleyoholo, Creck chicf, September 19,
1861.

. Same to same, October 8, 1861.

. Address of John Ross to the Cherokee regiment, December 19,
1862. '

No. 110. Despatch from General Hunt, October 23, 1865, with letter from

Governor Colbert, of Chicknsaws, October 11, 18645.

CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 1103. Aunual report of Thomas Murphy, superintendent,

No., 111

No. 112.
No. 113.
No. 114.
No. 115.
No. 116.

Report of Agent Farnsworth, relative to disarming Indians.
Office to late Superintendent Albin, same subject.
Superintendent Murphy to "Commissioner Cooley, same sulject.

Office reply, same subject.
Supplementary regulations as to Indians alicnating lands.
Office letter to late Superintendent Albin—shipiment of Indian

goods.

No. 117, Oftice letter to Superintendent Murphy, same subject.

No. 118.
No. 119.
No. 120.

No. 121.
No. 122.
No. J,Qf&.
~ No. 124.
No. 124.
No. 126.
No. 127.

No. 128.

No.' 129,

No. 130
No. 131

No. 132.

Scanned by KJD - 2009

Annual report of Agent Pratt, Delawave ageney.

Annual report of teacher, Delawure ageney.

Special report of Superintendent Murphy, relative to Delaware
school.

Annual report of Agent Colton, Osage River agencey.

Special report of Agent Colton, relative to leasing oi] lands.

Seerctary of Interior’s instructions, relative to same.

Awnual report. of Agent Adams, Kickapoo. agency.

Amual report of Agent Palmer, Pottawatomic ageney.

Aunnual report of physiciah to Pottawatomic agency.

Annugl report of J. I, Dicls, superintendent of school, Pottawatemie
agency.

Office to Superintendent Murphy, relative to Indiany as licensed
traders.

Sceretary of Tuterior's deeision relative to patents and pro rale
ghare of tribal funds for Pottawatom’es,

. Annual report of Agent Martin, Sac and Fox of Mississippi ngeney,

. Annunl report of teacher, Chippewa and Munsce school,

Annual report of teacher, Sac and Fox of Missizsippi school.
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Yo.

No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

No.

No, 146.
No.

133.

134.

135.
"136.

137.
138.
139,
140,
141,
142.

143.
144,

143,

147.
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Letter of congressmen from Kansas, recommending sale of addi-
tional Sac and Fox lands.

Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Febraary 27, 1865, same
subject.

Annual report of Agent Hutchinson, Ottawa agency.

Letter of Agent Farnsworth, relative to treaty between Kaws and
Tawnees.

Letter of Agent Whoeler, same subject.

Oftice instructions on same subjeet.

Report of Agent Farnsworth, same subject.

Letter of Agent Leavenworth, Kiowas, &c., Janouuary 9, 1865,

Letter of Agent Leavenworth, February 19, 1865.

Report of Agent Leavenworth, May G, 1865, relative to proposed
action towards Indians, the military, &e.

Report of same, May 10, 1865, relative to his action, &e.

Despatelies, with authority to Senator Doolittle and others to make
treaties.

Report of Agent Leavenworth, of agreements by Kiowas, &ec., to
make treaties,

Despateh from General Pope on same subject.

Report from Agent Leavenworth, September 19, 1865.

[For report of treaty council with Kiowas, Comanches, &e., sce Appendix.]

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.

No.
No.

No

No.
No.
No.
No.

148.
149.
150.
. Annual report of Agent Furnas, Omaha agency.
152,
153,
154,
155,

156.

157.
158,
. 159,
160.
161,
162,
163.

NORTHENN SUPERINTENDENCY.

Aunual report of E. B. Taylor, superintendent.
Special report of Superintendent Taylor, relative to Omaha agency
Oftice letter to Superintendent Taylor, in reply.

Annual report of teacher at Omaba agency.

Specinl report of Superintendent Taylor, Winnebago agency.

Aunnual report of Agent Balecombe, Winnebago ageney.

Letter from Agent Furnas, relative to preparing land for Winncbn.
goes to cultivate,

Oftice report to Seerctary of Interior, relative to Winnebagoes who
remain in Minnesota.

Petition of Winnebago cliiefs for a school.

Annual report of Agent Burbank, Great Nemaha agency.,

Annual report of teacher of Yoway school,

Annual repor of farmer for Ioways.

Special report of Superintendent T'aylor, relative to Rawnee agency.

Annual report of Agent Wheeler, relative to Pawnee agency.

Anuual report of teacher of Pawnee manual labor school.

No. 164, Annual report of farmer at Pawnce ugeney.
No. 165, Letter of late Agent Lushbaugh, relative to enlistment of Paw-
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No.
No.

No.

No.

N

No.

No.

No.
No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.
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166. Letter of late Agent Lushbaugh, transmitting treaty between Kaws
and Pawnces.

167. Annual report of Agent Daily, Ottoe agency.

168. Anuual report of engineer at Ottoe agency.

169. Annual report of farmer at Ottoe agency.

170. Offico instructions to V. Jarrot, agent for Furt Luramic agency.

0. 171, Report from Agent Jarrot, July 15, 1865.
No.

172. Lleport from Agent Jarrot, August 18, 18G5.
GREEN BAY AGENCY.

173. Annpual report of Agent M. M. Davis.

174. Annual report of R. Dousman, teacher for Menomonecs.
175, Annual report of Kate Dousman, teacher for Menomonees.
176. Annual report of Jane Dousman, teacher for Menomonces,

. 177, Annual report of farmer for Menomonees,

. 178. Annual report of miller for Menomonees.

. 178%. Annual report of blacksmith for Menomonees.

. 179. Annual report of teacher for Stockbridges and Munsees.

. 180. Annual report of teacher for M. E. mission schoal, Oneidas.

181. Annual report of teacher for P, E. mission school, Oncidas.

. 182. Letter of Agent Davis, transmitting appeal of Stockbridges, &e.

for relicf.

. 183. Office letter in reply to the same.

CHIPPEWAS OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

184, Report of Agent Clark, relative to zelection of a place for the agencey.
185. Letter of George Bouga on. rame subject.
1864. Letter of Sceretary of Interior, relative to licenses.

CHIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPERIOR,

186. Office letter to Superintendent Thompson, relative to Lake Court
Oreilles reservation.
| For Agent Webb's annual report, sce Appendix.]

SPECIAL AGENCY FOR POTTAWATOMIES, ETC,, IN WISCONSIN,

187, Agent Davis's letter relutiveto depredations by wandering Indiaus,

No. 188. Agent Lamoreaux’s letter on same subjeet.

No

MACKINAW AGENXCY.
188%. Aunnual report of Agent Sinith.

NEW YORK AGENCY.

No. 189. Aunnal report of Agent Rich:
No. 190, Aunual report of the “Ihomas Orphan Asylum."”

[For statistics, rce Appendix.]
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