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33p CONGnEss,} SENATE. Ex. Doc
20 Session. { No. 13.

REPORT

oF

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, a report made by R. H.
Schoolcraft, on the stute of Indian statistics.

Drcemzrr 29, 1854.—Read, referred to tho Committee on Indian Affairs, und orderod to be
printed.

DePARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, December 27, 1854.

Str: In reply to the Senate resolution of the 20th instant, I have the
honor to state that no special report was made to me by Henry R.
Schooleraft, on the 18th of November last, on the state of Indian sta-
ljSliC,S:_g‘.w: R e -

‘ Sﬁbj‘l}ﬁfffi"é‘f)‘o'r't'\vus,' howcver, made to the Commissioner of Tydigiiz i .
Affairs, and, supposing it to be the one referred to by the Scnate, T
herewith transmit a copy of’ the same.

[ have the honor 1o be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. McCLELLAND,
Secretary of the Interior.
Hon. Jesse D. Bricur,

President of the Senate of the United States.

DEPARTMENT oF THE INTERIOR,

Office Indian Affairs, December 26, 1854.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the reference by you to this
ofhice of the Senate resolution of 20th instaat, calling for “a copy of the
special report of Heary R. Schooleraii, of November eightcenth,
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, made to the Secretary of the Interior,
on thie state of Indian statistics.” .

. There is on file here a report from Mr. Schooleraft of that date, but
itis addressed to me. DPresuming it to be the one mentioned in the
resolution as made in you, I herewith transmit a copy ol it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. W. MANYPENNY, Commissioner.

Hon. R. McCreLLAND, ' -

Secretary of the Interior.
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9 INDIAN STATISTICS.

WasHINGTON, November 18, 1854,

Sir: 1deem the vme appropriate to report to you the present state
of the investigation confided 1o me, respecting the Indian tribes,

It has, lrom the iucu[nirm ot the plan, bheen found diffienlt to over-
come the reluctanee of the [ndians to furnish their statisties. Bven
their gross population has been wrang from them. Exaggerated esgj-
mates of the Indian population havée prevailed from the plunting of the
colpmies. The carliest attempt to give certainty to the numbers. resid-
ing between the Alleghany and the Rocky mountaing was made by the
French government in 1736, Rewurns filed o that year, in the pro-
per burein in Paris, enumcerated sixty tribes, having an aggregate
population of 16,803 warrier-, which, at the rate of one warrior to
every live souls, o ratio since adopted, gives 82,015 souls, (vol. 3, p.

553.)  Atthe perind of taking Canada, beginning with the taking of

Quebee in 1750, Captain Thomas Hutchinzon, i geographer for the
colonics, estimated the western population of the tribes a1 73,580, which,
at the ratio stated, gives 1LGY6 warriors, (vol. 3, p. 557.)  In 1764,
when Colonel Bougquet marched agiinst the western Indiang, he com-
puted the number of fighting men capable of being brought into the
contest at 56,500, a manifest over estmate, which is owing in part to
the duplication of tribes by employing synonims, (vol. 3, p. 559.)

In 1778, during the carly part ol the American Revolution, when
the topic had great vitality, the number of warriors capable of being
brought into the field was carefully estimated at 12,430, producing a
gross population of 62,150 on the line of the fronticrs. Ot the number
of fighting men stated, 1,760 are assigned, 1o}
upper Mississippi alone at 32,852, (vol. 3, p. H562.) “The Indian forces
under British orders, in the war of 1812, were estimated in London at
9,650 highting men, which, by the ratio Leretofore nssumed, supposes a
gross populition of 48,250, (vol. 3, p. H57.) )

American estimates of’ the force engaged in the war of this era, m
northwest and the Mississippi valley, north ot the mouth of the Ohio,
rate them at 9,000 warriors, (vol. 3.) It is evident that this estimate
excludes the DPrairie tribes, fow or none of whom were brought into
this conflict, except o part of the Sioux, in 1812, The heavy ¢Tvpupu-
lation of the India tribes which ook place in this sanguinary war, wis
owing less, it is believed, to the numbers who fell in battle, than the vast

destruction ¢aused among themn by camp-dizcase and hardships and”

suffering during, and partcularly afier the contest, when their condition
wiis one of utter poverty and destitution, lor they had neglected both
hunting and planung.  ‘T'lis. was, indeed, the lowest point in the scale
of number of those stocks and wibes who had engaged in these, o
them, fruitless contests.  1f the period from 1812 to 1816 was n very
marked one in their depopulation, that from 1816 w 1824, continued
to be one of languishing depression and inanity. The lndian miod
witx broken down and sunk in despondency.  The marching of armies
through the country, the changes ol habit, 2gainst which the most cner-
getic chiefs had inveighed, and the flaceid state of the fur trade had
rendered their vast territories worthless 1o a hunter population.  And
it’ after the last named yoar they again appear to rise in the scale, 1t 1s

,l,t.‘z.-;g,,i.;.;‘s'-;ﬂﬂliplls ol 1requois, -
{vol. 3, p. 561.) Tu 1806, Pike estimief=0i¢ Tndian tribies of the
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owing 1o the fact that whole tribes, the tragmentary tribes, were tra

ferred next into the fertile distriets ot game country, and that large
bodies of the wild tribes were included in the scheduleg, who roved
over the illimitable plains next the Missouri river.  T'wo states ol so-
ciety, we are assurcd from the days ot Adam Smith, of” which one is
the superior and in the ascendant, cannot exist in prosperity together,
And it now becatne evident that the Indian tribes could not be pre-
served without transferrence from theseenes of their decline within
the States and Territories, to an area over which their own laws shiould

prevail.  Georgia was the carliest to assert the incompatibility of ®
divers systems of policy, and the question =oon tound advocates throngli-
out the Union.  Stress is laid on this epoch, because it is coneeived
to be the padir in our Indian history.

In 1825, when it became evident that the tribes and remnants of
tribes must perish it not colonized, and the plan of translerring them
west of the Mississippi was originaled, the whole aboriginal population
cast of that stream was hund to be 129,206, who nwned collectively
77402,318 acres of Land, (vol. 3, p. §9G.) 'These tribes were situated
in the following States and Territories :

‘ ‘Acres of lund.
Maine 956. . ... oo i 92,260
Mussachusetts 760 . ... ... . il
Rhode Tsland 420 .. oL oo i 3,000
Connecticut. 400 ... .......... e eeetmccanse . 4,300
New York 0,143 oo oo 246,675
Virginia 477000 i e lae e MV Lo Lol 27,000 .
South Carolina 450. ............. eeeceaeeeaeaaaaan 144,000
Ohio 12,150 .. ... . ... ......... e 409,501
Michigan 28,316. .. .. ........ e 7,057,920
Indiana 1,073, . oot e e et e 10,104,000
Ilinois G,706. .. ... ..o e 3,014,560
Indiann and 11015 3,900 . . oo i e et e i -
Georgin and Atabmna 20,000 ... .ol
Georgio, Alabama, and Temnessee 000, ... ...,
Mississippi and Alabama 21,000 .. .. ... oL
Mississippi 3,020 < ¢ oo i eee et 53,576,176
Florida 5,000 .. ... ... ooiiiiienai.... ceeeeeiaeenaae 4,032,640
Louisiana 1,313 ... .. oo i a e
Missouri 6,810 . o o oo ieiaaaa s 44,306
Missourt and Arkausas 5,407. .. .. R Cemeireaan 3,491,840
Arkansas 6,700, . o oo e e e 8,358,560

"Thus far the povernment had been dealing with numbers more im-
mediately pressing on the limits of the States and Territories.  In the
year 1829 new and comprehensive estimates were submitted by Gen-
erals Clark and Cass of the entire Indian population of the United
States, by which the wtal number is placed at 313,130, (vol. 3, p. 587;)
of this number 20,000 were cast of 1he line of the Mississippi, north of
Ulinois, and west of the lakes; 94,300 west of the Mississippi und cast
of the Rocky mountains, not including Louisiana, Missonri, and Arkan-
sas; 20,000 on the Rocky mountains ; and 80,000 west of that range,
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along the line of the Pacifie, between latitudes 440 and 499, These
chl)nr'nn md  well-considered  schedules exhibited a population of
16,093 as still residiug within the area ol the thirteen original States,
OF these 1,000 were within the State of Tennessee, 1,877 in Ohio,
23,400 in \li::ihippi. 19,200 in Alabama, 939 in Louisiana, 4,050 in
Indiama, 5,900 in Hinois, 5,031 in Missouri, 9,840 in Mic higau, *7,200
n Arkansag, and LUOO in Flovida, making ()],9‘)7 within the new
Stites. The changes which have taken pl.l(c in these home masses
of the aboriginnl p”ll“lul“”ll will be presently noticed.

The first endeavor to procure the statisties and industrinl means of
an Indie tribe was made by the legislature of New Yorlo in 1845, i
relation 10 the six nations of roquois, w0 people who were fhund to be
the indigenous population of the eoure western part of that State (west
of the present site of \lh.m\.) in 1609, They had consequently lived
236 years in the same generad pn\mun, laving contracted their i
frony time to time by ule and u'“mu, hut ll.l\lll"' had, through the
whole ponml, ample space tor their agricnlture, m«iu\lrv, and expae-
gsion.  These corn-growing tribe '3, when (/|I-Hllp].llll marchrd agiainst
them, were seated ot their enstles in New York, T'hey had l)mvn the
means of defending their country rom French eneroacliment during
llw wholi coloniznl period. ‘

By the principles ol their contederation, thir military power, and their
skill in orator v and negotiation, ey had acquired w ligh uput.mon.
Down to the vear §7 1(»,1!:(-\ were the pivoton whichall Indian nog()u.mon
warned. - In the memm tme y The Powhatanie tribes ot Virgiaia, and lllc
cntirg .groups ol the Algonquin: stock from: North Cuiolina to the 8
L.:wrcnu, Bl GIEheE liaci ‘oxtingnizbed as inbes ar mmpn.m\ul\
curly dutes, or token shelter in h.wnu ntary masses inthe west. During

‘this time the area of that aneic nlhunlm«_f gmnml ol the lmqum 5, 1 \e\\

York, had been filled with the largest p.|rlnl i popul wion of 13,042,574,
tlmll) furiners, mechanies, werchants, manuthcturers, and  profes-
sional men. 'l'hv rexult ol the Troguois census was found to be, con-
trary to general expectation, highly fivorable,  Thege tribes had, tfrom
the ern of the revolution, been gurroutded by all the cireumstances
which usuaily lead o Indian depopulation, with but p.lrtml, aned lor
the: most part, recent atte mpts 1o teach them. \(t, inclusive ol the
estimated number of 2,000 in Canadic nnd Wisconsin, they were found
10 have a total ol 6,912, \\hn hois but 1,858 less than the numhc HES
signed them i 1776, (\u]. 3y pe-H0) OF the 3,753 residing in the
bl«ll(‘ ol New York, there were 746 tumlies who Clll_ll\.llC(] 13.867
acres of land.  OF these, 1,781 were males, 1,972 temales.  OF the
miles, 371 were tirmers, 20 wechinies, and two professional men.
The tribes raised 11,308 bushels of wheat, 45,499 bushels of Indian
corn, 28,866 bushels of oats, 1,054 bushels of' bockwheat, 16,681

- bushels of potatoes, and 353 bushels of turnips.

There were 1,350 acres enhiivated in eadow, and 6,868 learing
fruit trees. I hc'ru were 48 lorses, 839 sheep, 2, 275 neat cmlc
3,485 hogs, %02 milch cows, and 20, 341 pounds of buuor made.

'l‘hcre were 14 scliool houses and churches, and 462 children at

* In 1832 the population wus found 1o be 14‘.000, (vol. 3, p. 599.) { Census of 1850.
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school. Other statistics of o hwh]y interesting character were obtained,

whielt operated to draw attention to their cnmhuou, and led to some
benelicial legislution in their hehalf; (vol. 1, p. 441.) :

Ruch wias the state of information on this head ; when, carly in 1847,
Congress dirccted the present investigation ro Inr- made. It was he-
lieved that similar iutornration from the other mlu m the United States
would pmduw beneleial resalts,

Most of the tribes of the Mississippi were wiere hunters, some ol

" them in the wildest state of harbarisim g roaming atter deer \\Ul\h:l)-

ping demonss o war with cieh other and with the prineiples of the
civilized \\(HI(I

How mimy had de vinted fromn this tvpe of Barbarizn, ad how far
they had gone towards the industrial tate, conld ondy he eonjecinred.
OF their statistics nothing was absolutely known bevond the fronois
|..\[)(.Ilm(‘lll

The systew of paving anunitics 1o tribes, cither o chiels as dis-
wibuting imagistrates, or to the mass of hewds of Gunilies Sy per caprld,
hiad pm\ul almost canally imzatiztetory, the one by pru tots e
unequal distribution, and the other by régularly squaindering the Tund,
without. benefit to individunls or tribes. No dala exhibited e =riking
difference which existed hetween the hunter and the <emi-civilized
tribes. Az o general fact, it scewed that those tribes who receiviad the
lirgest anuwnties dwindled away wost rapidiye and made the most
equivocal strides o mdvanee in their industey or gocial condition. T'o
denoin the necessity of Taws to protect « hattels and property, it secmed
rcqumlc w show that the ludians i chianttels mnd property o protect,

cBetween a temporary wimwam Sid G howseafende: i cultivated
hcl(li and a torest, the r.lmnrrnl domestic caitle, and the pursnit of
wild gaune, the condition ol soc ety st be w idely difterent.

Statistical forns were e l(‘l”ll nmnediately pre p.uc(l and distributed
w the ageuts throughont the Union. The lirst_objeet wies to obtain de-

tils from the colouial lr)hn at the west, who were known to havis

made the greatest advances in the line ol eivilization, nmnely, the Ap-
palachian group of the Muscogees, Chickasaws, mnd Clioctaws, md
the various loeal hands spe .nl-.mﬂ llu- Emgnage uf the Achalague, or
Cherokee. :

Difticultics have heen enconntered inihis which were not anticipated.
Whether the wribes misapprehended the object, or et reluctance to
exhibit their means. bazing itgelt on other reasons, ix unknown, These
lm[)C(llm(‘.‘ll(\ 10 @ cmuplclv analysis of their vital md industeinl <tatis-
tics still exist, except with respect to the Chickasaws By tables,
transmitted from the agent in & )l) they are shown to have a wibal ag-
gregate of 4,260, OF theze 10249 are mades nnder the age of 18
1,089 .uo females under the age ni LG5 960 e males be l\vvcu 18 and
60; 1,182 females between 16 and 60, I ighty persons are found be-
t\wcn the ages of GO and 100, There are G"? persons of mixed

- bload. The number of deaths in o popal.xlmn of over 4,000 was 27.
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The number ot deat and dumb, seven; lunatics, six. lhcre were 11
Orphana, three blind persons, and ouc aver the age of 100, The quan-
tity of grain raised was 265,351 bushels of corn; 4,252 bushels

wheat ; 63,917 hushels of potatoes, and 14,407 bu.ahcl.s of oats.

5 of 11



Henry R. Schoolcraft, Report of Henry R. Schoolcraft, on the state of Indian statistics, November 18, 1854, in "Report o
of the Interior..." Sen. Exec. Docs., 33 Cong., 2 Sess., Vol. 6, Doc. 13, pp. 2-11 (751).

Scanned by KJD - 2009

) INDIAN STATISTICS, .

]

There were 209 pounds of” cotton picked. "I'hey possessed 5,780
horsess 14,783 neat cattle; 1,48 sheeps and 24,142 liogs. There
were 193 pleasure wagons: 2,264 slaves, of” African descent, (vol. 4, p.
HR.) ,

Subsequent informiation, derived from the pay-rolls in 1853, denotes
a population of L7155 being aninerease of 455, (vol. 4, p. H82.)
Agreeably to the reports of weachers, the mumber of horses were 5,000;
neat cattle, G,5005 hogse 100,000, "TPhev raised 220,000 bushels of
grain, and culivited 750,000 aeres of land, Sixty thousand acres of
this was planted in corn. "They possessed 2,000 agricultural imple-
bz, (vol 4, pa H89.)

fu 1805 the Chickasaws ceded to the United Sutes 345,000 aeres of
knnd tor which they received 3220000 Tn 1833 they ceded 6,422,400
sweres, e which dhey received 85,616,000, (vol. 2, po G09.)  ‘This
tribe receives a permmnent sty of $3,000, 1t possesses an invest-
ment in State stocks, guaranteed by dee Cnited States, of $4,416 39,
R3,000 wre pledged 1o the support ol orplians, and $2,000 (or incowye-
tent presons, (vol. 2, po H6L) At an ersdy day they adopted the
policy ol investing the proceeds of their linds in public stocks, through
the ageuey of the United Stes treazary s and they are kelieved o he
at ths dae, b their fiseal means and poliey, very rinadvance of iy
tribe i Americi.

The Choetaws ot the fast retams mambered 15,767, (vol. |4, p. H32.)
They have a regular government, =chools, aud neademies, and sustain
inewspaper. Edneation elaims achigh place i the pation. They are
iudu»lg‘nnnstvL'(.-:rr;p('ltrrg_r;;-:md".‘)"l,11|f}_1‘.1’|\!,?'(‘_-),-§:1}..\"_-.snuml principles of progress.
They are raizers of "the cereal graing, corn and eotton, horses amd cat-
tle.  They possess millsand substamial and good dwellings, and con-
duet their connoercial and policieal afliirs with ethiciency and foresight.
OF thetr mornl and fntellectual condition, instruetive datacare published
movolo b, o SR, et ceterns They possexs @ zuperlative translation of
the entire gospels, moa langangs st onee tersey sonotous and expressive.
IV such o people shonld not rapidly advanee, it wouald reverse all the
teachings of history,

The Creeks retait ore of the element of government by hereditary
chieftainship and circles, thim any of the transferred ribes, being stll
located in the districts known (o themn in Georgiig as upper and lower
Crecks.  Their agareeate in 1835 was 22,664, OF these the lower
Creek towns have 14,142, existing in 3,915 finnilies, namely: 6,555
males and 7,142 females. These nnilies possess 445 slaves of” Afri-
can desceent, (volo 4, po5%1)  In the upper Creek towns the aguregate
is 8,522, existing in 2,HS funilies, vize 3,958 mades and 3, 107 females.
There are 457 negroes,

"T'he latest returns of tie Cherokees, which are derived trom the pay
rolls of 1833, vive un agaregate of 19,367, without denoting the sexcs
and ages, (vol. 4, po 582)  "Che wanber o scholars in school at the
present date, derived from the report of the teachers to their several
socicties, is 1,100; the nnmber of orphans in schools, 114 The Mc-
thodist church reports 1,294 Cherokee christinng, and 156 colored
members, (16.) The sums expended tor this teibe during the revolu-
tionary war and the conlederncy, derived trom the treasury books, wis

Wy
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¢530,103 41. From 1739 to 1819, the sum was $213,311 3§, and it
has increased proportionally since.  The whole nomber of acres ceded
by this tribe is 24,766,400 acres, (vol. 4, p. 602))  Their permanent
investments are $766,490, (vol. 4, p. 561.)

Agrecably to the toregoing details of mumbers, some o which are,
however, & deeade back, the gross aggregate of the lour semi-civilized
tribes is o fraction under 60,000,

There are no reliable details o compute the retio of” inercase that
should be addéd o thix agoregate for ihe preseut population. 1t was
an object of considerable mterest when these investigations were com-
menced to ascertain the number of Indians hroaght into the Cuion by
the annexation of "Texas and the aegmisition of New Mexico and Cali-
forma. Texas, within the houndaries finally assigued o ity coutains
no monumental indicea of the txed residence of an [ndiaw populi-
tion at former periods. Ttappears to Lave been o vast neotral hunting
ground hetween the tribes south of the lower part of the Rio - Grande
and those of the Mississippi valley. There is not known to be the re-
matinx ol a4 teocalli or tumulus along the entive sea-bourd coust, reach-
g indand to the mountaing now comprising the fastuesze= of the Niuno
or Comanches.

Aleedo, who bestows unlimited encoming on the tertility ot the
country and the abundance ol'itg patural resources, deseribes it as ¢ in-
hubited by infinite nations of Fndians.””  Mr. Burnet, the first president
of the Republic of Texas, represeuts the Comanches as nomadic, being
in a state of complete barbartsm, and without even any truditions of any
kind, which run back over three generations.  He, estimates. their nuinsae

rihersANElSE%o range Irom 10,000 10 12,000, hidving“trom 2,000 1o
2,500 warriorg, (vol. I, pp. 330, 331) My Charles Beat, the fiest
provineial governor ol the country alier its aceession by the United

Ntates, states the whole number of tribes ot wn, with an aggregate

population of” 36,950, (vol. I, p. 245.) These weee reduced by Mr.

Neighbors, in 1849, by further serutiny, to 29,515, (sof. 1, p. 518.)

Of" the aboriginal population of’ New Mexico, considerable discrep-
aucies have appeared. The Pueblo Indians of that territory coustitute
a distinetive feature. Governor Jumes Calloun reported the number
of these Pueblos in the region of the Itio Grande, at twenty, containing
an aggregate of 11,130, To these were added the seven ancient
Pueblos of Mogul, estimated at 10,950 souls, (vol. 1, p. 519.)  Dr. Ten
Brocek, United States army, states the Pueblo of Zuni, alone, at 4,000,
(vol. 4, p. 80.) Major Laton, United States army, estimates the Na-
vijoes at from 2,000 to 3,000, which s halt’ the nunber assumed in
prior schedules, (vol. 4, p- 220.) The Apaches, Lepans, Jicarillas, and
other wild and predatory tribes and bimds, are estimated at 36,500,
making the probable Indian population of the territory ot all kinds,
98,480, D'rior estimates have carried U - aggregate population some

30,000 higher, (vol. 1, p. 519,) but it is believed on insuflicient data,
furnished by the agents. :

The Indiuns ot California have been still more vaguely represented.
The carliest estimates filed in this office, since its acquisition, by per-
sons in authority, are too extravagant to bear quotation. The num-
bers who were collected by the Spanish into Pueblos along the Pacific
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coust =0 fate sz I802) coustituted 18 mission  stations, numbcring
11,4931, beside 1,300 Mustees aud Mulattoes, (vol. L, p. 520.)  After the
dishanding of the Puchblos, it was impossible 1o distinguish between
the partinlly reclaimed and forest and mountain tribes.

Moderate estimates have asswned the fatter at 16,000, (vol. 1, p-
ALY Dt obtained by My, MeKee, the commissioner appointed 10
visit the eoast tribes north of San FPrancisco, in 1852, extending to the
KEamathy aud inland o Mot Shaster, denote-9,080 in that quarter,
(vol. 3, p. G54)  Schedules since transmitted ol the number of the
Mariposa, Fresno, and Mercedn Tndians, denote these tribes to consist
ol 5,02, (val. 4, po GOR) Teis believed that the ageregate of 48,000
exceeds rather than Flls <hort of the entive number within the bound-
aries of this Stne.

Oregon has, fron its discovery, been oceapied by a multitude of small
Indian tsibes, ercating the impression of great populousness.  Nothing
1= more deceptive. No serutiny sustains at all the estimates made by
carly explorers without presupposzing a very extraordinary decadence,
whicl iz not probable.  Lewiz and Clark, in 18006, stated the numbers
of tribes at 39, and estinated themn at 80,000 persons, living in 1,778
fodges. T'his estimate was repeated by General Clark, in 1829, in the
otherwise earelully prepoared tables, submitted to the War Department,
by bhinselt wud General Casg, to which reference has before been
made. By o message wansmitted o Congress on the Ist August,
188, schednles were submitied of the Todians of Oregon, which
exhibited great diserepanney. From alist of tnbes, made by a resi-
dent of the '.l't'n-nUr_\.‘,.“}]";'u_\_gﬁi!lts:_z,.-l')'l' : (lﬂ.l},ﬁ%ﬂ;@;\%&) An(.)L‘l_'u‘r authority,
ab the same date, staldd thetiBorional pnpufnu(m at 29,370, In 1852,

alier the organization of” the Territory, General Lane reports the num-
ber at 22,733, comprising 249 wibes, with an aggregate of 2,739 war-
riors, (vol. 3, po 520)  Farly in 1854, an agent ar Puget’s Sound,
Washington "Territory, reports seven tribes ag existing on those waters,
who number 5,893, He estimates the entire Indian population in that
part of the Territory at 12,000 souls, (vol. 4, p. 296-598)  Tins can
be regarded inerely as the identity of fociion of numbers previously
extimated in Oregon, and is a duplication of the tribes. This error of
duplication is chiclly owing w0 the use of synonyms for petty tribes,
which have been employed and produced so much uncertainty and
confusion tromn the beginuing.

Ciah becoines an element in these tesritorial estimates. The num-
ber of Indinns inhabiting the Rocky Mountains was computed, i
1829, at 20,000, but from data received it (vol. 4, p. 596) cannot 130
put over 12,000,  ‘Fhe wars of these tribes with cach other, taken m
connexion with the scant means of subsistence afforded by these bleak
altitudes, tend to check their growth, and keeps down population to
old standards.

"I'he entire nuimber of Indians on the new line of frontiers, acquired

“since the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and of the Pacific Territortes,
is shown to be 168,002, namely : Texus, 29,575 ; New Mexico, 58,480;
California, 45,235; Oregon and Washington, 22,733 ; and Utah, 12,000.
The gross numbers would, at the usual rate of computation for women
and children and old and superanuated men, give 33,600 fighting men;
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a truly formidable number for an army of 10,000 troops to cope with.
Most of these tribes of the mountains and plains are excellent bow-
men, most expert swordsmen, living on little, and moving without bag-
gage, and, to add to their celerity of movement, mary of them are
mounted on the hardy wild horse.

It is the remark of a British writer on political economy, long resi-
dent here, that forty acres of land, it well cultivated, is adequate to
the support ot a family.—(Cooper.) Estimates were made by me
while residing in the west that it required eight thousand acres of land,.
to be kept in a wilderness state, in order to support a single Indian by
the chase. Consequently, a family of five persons would need forty
thousand acres. At this ratio a territory of fifty thousand square miles,
the average ol onc ot our new States, would demand the rest and dis-
usc of its entire area to remain in the condition of undisturbed forest
in order to sustain four thousand Indians living as hunters. Elaborate
computations have been prepared by the Topographical Bureau, (vol.
4, p. 183,) that the Indian territories lying between the lines of the
Pacific and the Mississippi, and comprising their entire limits, consists
of 1,734,595 square miles. Mr. Jeflerson estimated one Indian to the
square mile on the planting of Virginia.—(Notes on Virginia, p. 152.)
If the predatory nomadic bands who assume a hostile attitude on the
new line ot frontier, from San Antonio to Olympia, be stated at 168,000,
their estimated number in the preceding pages, a fraction less than ten
square miles is assignable to every soul, or about fifty synare miles to
an average Indian familv.

The whole number of Indians in the Union in . 1850 was 400,000,

¥ AT r o aye it e e, o AR
(vol. 1;"‘p-.""‘55223‘-.°5’5%4’0f‘ the tribes-living cast of the Rocky Mountaiugs:y

west of the Mississippi, and north of the boundaries of Texas and New
Mexico, to the north boundarics of Kansas, no estimates make the
number less than 99,000, including the four Austral tribes.

[t is on these tribes that the examples of our laws, industry, arts,
teaching, and manners have had most effect.

It is on this line our earliest military posts and oldest Indian
agencies are established. 1t is here that primary and manual labor
schools exist. Some twenty of the tribes have more or less fully em-
braced agriculture, raise large stocks of cattle, live in fixed dwellings,
and have adopted the civilized costume. These occupy the new

- Kansas and Indian territories—four of the tribes, as betore recited, num-

-
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bering 60,000 persons, have adopted systems of’ government and writ-
ten constitutions. All these tribes have been translerred from the

~-northern, middle, or southern States, (vol. 4, p. 461.) No small part

of them are the descendants of tribes who occupied the area of the
Union on the first planting of the colonies. Much effort and much ex-
ense has been incurred with them. ‘They have been the subject of
wmanitarian and benevolent care and sympatny during two centuries.

To confound them in our policy with the wild tribes—Ior a moment to

suppose that they partake of the habits and feelings of the robbers,

plunderers, and murderers of the bleak plains and mountains, would

be the highest injustice. There are men in these reclaimed tribes who

are exalted in their feelings, principles, and manners; who acknow-
Ex. Doc. 13 2

?
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fedee the best trathis of letters, arts, and christianity, and who live an
honor to humim nature.

Thi: number of [ndiaus in the Nebraska "Territory has been comput-
ad by competent men, o the ground o occupy 5,315 lodges, contain-
ing 52,000 souls, (vol. 3, p. G24%.)  The number ol square miles pos-
sessed by these tribes is 136,700, (vol. 4, p. 183.)

Without, however, o full and complete census of the population and
statistics of the various tribes, reclaimed and uureclaimed, it is impog-
sible to sepavate one class from the other, ar to adopt a just and com-
prebensive system o policy—a Hmlicy which, at the same time that it
promotes the interests ot the industrious and lettered tribes, does not
operate to paralyze anld destroy the nomades. It was this truth that
laid at the foundation of these investigations. A just sympathy was
felt in the national temishture tor anoble bat untortunate ruce, who were
flying belore the civele of civilization. It is helieved that this policy
should be faithfully carried out, notwithstanding the impediments thrown
in the way by the wibes themselves, or by the inherent difticulties of
the task.  Sttisties are the verv highest test of advancing civilization
in the science of government, and it is not to be expected that tribes,
newly awakened frotn the sleep of bavharisin, should at once appre-
ciate ad desire them. :

These are not, however, the only impediments.  Some further legis-
Lation is required.  When it is made imperatively the duty of the In-
dian agents to procure the statistics, they will be fornished. Such pro-
per expenses as are inearred thereby should be et With regard to
the publication, it should be continued, apd.extended to all the topics
belmiging 1o it Nothing more is requi®dy indmdthing less would com-
plete it.  The principles of the census should be persevered in and
pushed thveagh.  ‘The objections of the Indians are futile, and founded
on cutire error; such information, by indiciting thelr meuans and true
coudition, will enabie the government to act understandingly in the
premises. The plan of the inquiry is founded on the highest principles
of the age.  The desiderata alveady collected are unexhausted; and
while eflorts are directed o the acyuisition of additional ficts to analyze
their industrial and fiseal means, other efforts should not be omitted to
exhibit their intellectual and inoral traits, their history and cthnography.
To secure the latter ends, the oceasion should by no means be neglected
to procure a complete comparative lexicon of the Indian languages—ne
one step could be taken tending so direetly and effeetively to uaravel
the complicated thread of” their origin and listory.

Mr. Jefterson expressed this opinion seventy-three years ago.—(Notes
on Virgiuia, puge 163.)

The whole objeet is one of culurged humanitics.  I[ts completion is
conceived to be due, not only to the uborigines as our predecessors in
the occupation of the continent, to which their footsteps have been
providentially led, but as a cosmic clement in the history of the human
race, alike interesting to Europe ns Americi.

"To us, they have heen a peculiar people, indomitably bent on lalse .
‘principles, to whom the nomadic lite has scemed to embrace coropen-
sations for every other means of human happiness.  And, while they
have bicen a proverh, a reproach, a by-word, little would it appear to
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conflict with the mysterious workings of I’mndencc, iy in the progress
of history, future times should be able o recognize, under this dark,
bitter, and hnpclcct guise of misery and dcnmdauou, the vestiges of 4

people who once, i a peeulinr: manner, enjoyed the bc‘unmg light ot

the diviue enuntenance.
1 bave the honar to be, very respeetfully, your obedient servimy,
HENRY R. SCHOOLCRAFT.
Hor. Geo. W. MaNYPENNY,
Commissioner of Indiun Afairs.
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