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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

DEPARTMENT oF THE INTERIOR,
Office Indian Affairs, November 26, 1855.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the annual report of this office,
accompanied by the usual reports of the superintendents, agents,
teachers, and other employés attached to the Indian service, with
copies of various documents emanating from, and addressed to, this
bureau ; to all which your attention is respectfully called.

The Senecas of the State of New York, with the remnants of other
of the ‘“Six Nations’’ residing in that State, have made some im-
provement in their educational and other temporal pursuits, The
internal dissensions of the Senccas, referred to in former reports, have,
in a great degree, ccased. The legislature, with commendable liber-

- ality, has made an appropriation for the establishment of an asylum
for the benefit of the indigent on the Cattaraugus and Alleghany re-
serves, and it is understood that measures are in progress to consum-
mate the benevolent intentions of the State.

New conventional arrangements, deemed requisite with the Indians
in the State of Michigan, have been entered into with the confederate
tribe of Ottowas and Chippewas, the Chippewas of Saginaw, and the
small band of Chippewas of Swan creek. By them the Indians are

...v$9. have assigned permanent homes, to be hereafter confirmed-to-them;.: .

~“in“sihall tracts, in severalty. Such guards and restrictions are thrown
around their lands and limited annuities as cannot fail, if faithfully
~regarded and respected, to place them in comfortable and independent
circumstances.

It is expected that similar arrangements will be made with the
Pottowatomies of Huron, and remnants of other Indian tribes in
Michigan, in time, if approved, to be acted on and ratified during the
approaching session of Congress.

It is gratifying to know that the Indians of Michigan are advancing
in the arts of civilized life, increasing in numbers, and many of them
now exercising the privilezes and discharging the duties of citizens
of the State, to which, by her humane and liberal policy, they may
all in time attain.

The provision made for the Menomonee Indians, by the convertion
of May, 1854, supplementary to the treaty of 1848, appears to be pro-
perly appreciated by the entire tribe. It is provided that the money
to be from time to time hereafter appropriated to carry into effect its
stipulations, shall Ve applied under the direction of the President, in
such manner as will, it iy believed, promote the improvement of these
people in all the essentials requisite to educate and make them an
agricultural community. Since their present reservation in Wiscon-
sin has been confirmed to them as a permanent home, they have made
very gratifying advancement in improvement, and have shown a ready
willingness to apply themselves to labor, and otherwise to conform to
the habits and customs of the white race.

Ex, Doc. 1—21
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The Oneidas, in Wisconsin, are generally in the same prospering
condition as indicated heretofore. Some of their young men have,
however, been induced to abandon agricultural pursuits and their
reservation, and have thus been thrown in the way of bad influences.
It is to be hoped that they will listen to the admonitions they have
recently received on this subject, and cease pursuits and practices so
likely to injure and destroy them. ‘

Congress inserted a clause in the last general appropriation bill to
euable the President to treat with and arrange the difficulties among
the Stockbridges and Munsee Indians in the State of Wisconsin, and
also to arrange their business with the United States, in such way as
to do justice to the Indians, the settlers on the reserve and the govern-
ment; and thus reljeve the questions involved from the complication
and ecmbarrassment surrounding them. The late Commissioner of
the General Land Office, by your direction, was ingtructed to join the
Superintendent of Indian Affairs at Lake Winnebago, in order that
his knowledge of our land system might be made available in the ne-
gotiations to tale place, and the settlement, if possible, of the various
and delicate questions involved. A supplemental treaty was made
vith the Indians on the first day of Junc, which was transmitted here
on the fifth day of that month, by the superintendent, with a notifi-
cation that in his opinion it ought not to be submitted to the Senate.
In the report of Mr. Wilson, afterwards received, the same opinion
was expressed, and by your direction the subject has been referred
back tr the superintendent and the Indians.

The DBrathertons.reside «onszligke Winnebago, adjacent to the-

Stockbridges, and have to some extent heen affected by the strife and
bitter feelings. existing among their neighbors. Beyond this they
geem to be living comfortably, and are in the enjoyment of all the
privileges accorded to the citizens of the State of Wisconsin.

By the trenty concluded September 30, 1854, between the United
States and the Chippewa Indians of Lake Superior and the” Missis-
sippi, an arrangement was effected with those Indians, as to their
distinctive rights to lands claimed by each, on Lake Superior and the
Mississippi river, and the country intervening. A cession was also
obtained of a large and, from its supposed mineral resources, valuable
district of country from the Indians of Lake Superior, and the rela-
tive interests of cach in the stipulations of former treaties were
fu)ly set forth and satisfactorily adjusted. An important feature in
this treaty isthe setting apart of certain designated tracts of land for
the occupancy of various bands of these people, with a view to the
cultivation of the soil and, prospectively, to a transfer of the same
to them in severalty. These Indians can, with proper efforts, it is

believed, be made an industrious and civilized people. They reside -

in what is called the northern peninsula of Michigan, and the north-
western portion of the State of Wisconsin, and between Saint Louis
river and the British line in Minnesota, and I regard it as creditable
to the people of the States alluded to, that they have not interposed
any objection, but, on the contrary, have scemed willing that the
Indians might be permitted to remain within the limits of the respect-
ive States, The necessary steps are in progress to define the
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boundaries of their reservations, to provide them with the means of
education, and in all other respects to fulfil the beneficial stipulations
of their treaty.

From their remote position, either to the Michigan or to the agency
on the Mississippi, they are almost entirely destitute of the advice,
counsel or assistance of an agent, which is indispensable to their peace
and interests ; and provision shonld be made to supply them with the

 gervices of a faithful officer. '

r

A change for the better scems to be taking place in the condition and
prospects of the Indians of Minnesota. The Chippewas of the Mis-
sissippi appear to understand and appreciate the policy and objects of
the treaty made with them in February last, by which the different

.bands are to be concentrated on small reservations in suitable locali-

ties—the lands to be divided among them in severalty—and where
they are required to devote themselveg to industrial pursuits. Their
hereditary chief, Iole-in-the-Day, who headed the delegation to this
city with which the treaty was made; has set them a most excellent
and commendable example, having, on his return home, gone earn-
estly to work, and practically demoustrated to his people the ad-
vantages of personal exertion and industry. He raised not only an
abundant supply of grain and vegetables for his own family, but
had & considerable surplus to dispose of, at the annuity payment, to
those who had been less provident. The assembled tribe there saw
and understood, in the case of one of their own people—a leading and
influential man among them—some of the advantages and benefits
of a settled and industrious course of life. One of the most marked

evidences of the commencement of a spirit of impré¥iément among -
g

these people is seenin a growing disposition to dispense with the pecu-
liar dress of the Indian and adopt that of civilized life.

A new treaty with the Winnebagoes, embracing the same policy,
was also made in February last, by which they were assigned a new
and more suitable home on the Blue Earth river, south of the Min-
nesota, with which they were well pleased, and where nearly the
whole of them have quietly and contentedly settled down. They

have been more temperate and orderly than heretofore, and have

manifested an encouraging disposition to give up their unsettled
habits and devote themselves to the cultivation of the soil.

The Sioux of Minnesota consist of four bands of the great Dacotah
family—the Med-a-wan-kan-toan, Wah-pay-koo-tah, Se-see-toan, and

Wah-pay-toan, the great body of whom are now concentrated on their

reservation on the Upper Minnesota river. A small portion of the
first yet linger about their former homes below; but it is expected
they will soon be induced to join and quictly settle down with their
brethren. A more orderly and peaceful spirit is beginning to prevail
among those people. There has been but one case reported of depre-
dations committed by any of them, and but onc.difficulty with the
Chippewas, which was occasioned by the misconduct of & party of the
latter. It is gratifying to believe that the arrangements with both
these tribes, respecting their location and concentration, and for their
future management and control, will effectually tend to put an end to
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-the hostile and bloody collisions between them, heretofore of so fre-
quent occurrence.

The agent appointed for the Blackfeet and other wild tribes in
their region of country accompanied the expedition sent up the Mis-
gourt river to hold a council with those Indians, and, at the last
accounts, had reached his destination at Fort Benton.

- The Indians of the Upper Missouri agency consist of eight different

bands of the Sioux or Dacotah tribe; the Gros Ventres of the Mis-

souri; the Mandans; the Arickarces; the Assinaboines, and the
Crows. - They claim, and partially occupy, an immense region of
country between the Platte and Missouri rivers, which is said to be
generally of a desert and sterile character. Some of them cultivate
small patches of arable land, where they can find it; but their sub-
gistence is derived chiefly from the chase and from roots, and a few
egecies of wild fruits and berries found in that region. The supplies
thus obtained are so scanty that they are frequently reduced to ex-
treme destitution, and even starvation; and it is difficult to perceive
how they are to exist, unless some arrangement can be made by which
resources of sustenance can be developed for them, or it is supplied
to them directly by the government. :

In regard to the Indians within the Upper Platte agency, and the
judicious plans proposed to be adopted by the agent, to separate and
gever the friendly from the hostile bands, as well as the disposition of
the Indians in that region toward the United States—almost all of
whom it is represented desire the good will of the government—I

The country above the Ayoway not being satistattory to the Otaha
Indians, and in the judgment of the department, under the circum-

stances, not suitable for them, they were assigned a reservation for a

permanent home at the ‘“Blackhird Hills,’’ in Nebraska Territory,
to which they removed in the month of May last. 'While on their
way to the plains on the summer hunt, a party of Sioux attacked
them, and, among others, killed Fontenclle, the principal chief. The
Omahas fled towards the Missouri, and have since been unwilling to
return to their reservation. In view of all the circumstances, their
agent has been instructed to permit them to remain in a suitable loca-
tion, west of Bellvue, until next spring; but to impress upon them
the absolute necessity of a return at that time to their reservation.
Arrangements have been made for the erection of school buildings,
the breaking of land, and other improvements, on their reserve ; and
a saw-mill will be erected thereon next season, and all necdful steps
taken to place within the reach of these Indians the advantages of all
the liberal provisions made by treaty for their improvement and com-
fort. :

The Ottoes and Missourias, although satisfied with the tribal home
provided for them on the Big Blue, have manifested, nevertheless, an

" unwillingness to abandon their old haunts on the Missouri river.

They have, however, partially emigrated to their reserve, and the
necessary steps have been taken to erect school buildings thereon, and
to make all the improvements provided to be made by the recent
treaty with those Indians. The educational interests of these bands,

ORI
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as well as the Omahas, have been agsigned to the Presbyterian Board
of Migsions. ‘

The Pawnees and Poncas, who, with the Omahas, and Ottoes, and
Missourias, constitute the Council Bluffs agency, are in an unsettled,
state. The former claim a large tract of country in Nebraska, and in
their roving habits have not even confined themselves to it. They
have infested the emigrant roads and been very annoying. The
Poncas have also been guilty of depredations, and have the character
of lawless Indians,

The Pawnees recently informed their agent that they desired to
treat with the government and to sell their country; and it is also
understood that the Poncas are anxious to make some treaty arrange-
ments. It is very desireable that the Pawnees and Poncas should be
brought under some restraint, and advantageous treaty arrangements
¢an, it is believed, be now made with them.

The Ioways and Missouri Sacs and Foxes, of the Great Nemahaw.
agency, have, during the past year, manifested some interest in agri-
cultural pursuits, and otherwise improved.in their habits and dispo-
pition. 1t is to be regretted that so many of them are still unwilling.
to avail themselves of the ample facilities afforded for the education
of their children. Their excellent missionary teachers continue, how-
ever, with unabated zeal and diligence, which must, in time, result
in overcoming the apathy of the Indians on this important subject.

The Kickapoos have raised and secured sufficient supplies for their
subsistence during the winter ; and a portion of them have provided

~better-acCoriitbdations for themselves by the crection of comfortable:s.:

log cabins on the reservation set apart for them. It is gratifying to
know that therc has been less intemperance amongst them than usual,
and that they are beginning to realize the importance of taking effi-
cient measures to rid themselves of this vice.

The circumstances by which the Delaware Indiang have been sur-
rounded since the organization of the territory of Kansas, and the
trespasses upon their rights and other irregularities of their new
neighbors, have not been such as to impress them very favorably with

.our civilization. Reposing, however, with confidence in the govern-

- ment, the Delawares, generally, have applied themselves to agricul-
tural pursuits and have realized a supply of food for the year. Their

agent has been unremitting in his exertions to protect their rights
aud advance their intercsts.

The agent for the Shawnees and Wyandotts reports that they ¢ have
enjoyed during the last twelve months almost uninterrupted pros-
perity and they are now rejoicing in an abundant return from the toils
and labors of the husbandman.” These are the most civilized tribes
of the central superintendency; many of them being cducated and
sufficiently advanced to appreciate, and desire to be invested with,
the privileges and duties of citizens of the United States. A treaty
placing the Wyandotts in that position, and providing for the termi-
nation of their annuities and the division of the principal thereof
amongst them, as well as of their lands in severalty, was negotiated
with tkem last winter, and ratified by the President and Senate.

Their tribal organization has therefore ceased, oxcept 8o far as its .
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partial and temporary continnance is necessary in the exccation of
some of the provisions of the treaty; and they will soon no longer be
known as an Indian tribe.

The mass of the Shawnees arc not as far advanced in improvement
as the Wyandotts; and some of the principal men have held, in for-

. mer years, such relations of intimacy and confidenco with unprinci-
pled white men, as to render it very difficult now to exercise a-salutary

control over them. They have very large money annuities, and their
lands soon to e assigned them will be valuable, Their position is
“exposed and their condition critical; and it is of the first importance
that their leading men be of high integrity. It is to be feared from
-recent indications that some of them are still under the influences re-
ferred to, and if so they are very unsafe guardians of the rights and
interests of the Indians.

The Pottowatomies and Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi, though
greatly diminished in numbers, are the two most populous ot the em-
igrated tribes, on the frontier, within the central superintendency.
They have for many years been in the receipt of large annuities, and
liberal provision has been made for their welfare and advancement;
but I regret to say (with the exception of some of the Pottowatomies,
and & recent commendable act of the Sac and [Fox council to suppress
intemperance) they present no cvidences of material improvement.
The pernicious and corrupting effects of their money annuities, which
have afforded them the means of indulging in profligacy and vice,

1,804 enabled them to live the greater portion of their time without
““éxertion, and the frequent rethovals:fromibhes184lity to"another,

have crippled and counteracted the efforts made to domesticate and
civilize them. They demonstrate in a striking manner the three
great evils which have attended our Indian policy—large money an-
nuities; excessive quantities of land held in common; and continued
changes of location in advance of our frontier population. We can
hope for no material alteration for the better in their condition and
prospects, until they shall have been concentrated upon reservations
of limited extent, and provision made for the division of the land
among them in severalty, ag fast as this can be safely and prudently
effected. New treaties with them are necessary for the accomplish-
ment of these objects. '

A number of the chiefs and other leading meén among the Potto-
watomies are, from their long contact and association with corrupt.
inflnences, very reckless and dishonest men. They have been wiclded
and controlled by such influences for many years, to the manifest de-

struction of their own morals and integrity, and the great injury of

the Indians. To save the Pottowatomies from the injurious and evil
effects of these influences, it may be necessary for the government to
resort to an extreme measure, and to cause-such chiefs as will not
sever their association with unprincipled white men to be deposed.
Such steps may also be nccessary with the head men of some other
tribes in Kansas territory and elsewhere, :
The moral as well as physical condition of confederated bands of
Kaskaskias and Peorias, Weas and Piankeshaws, and the Mfmies,
constituting the Osage river agency, has improved within the last
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year. A vigorous temperance reformation has been set on foot, in
which several of the principal men of the Miamies are active and
zealous instruments. An unusual quantity of seed was planted
in the spring, which yielded an abundant harvest. Large quantities
of hay have been mowed and secured, and potatoes have yielded
abundantly, The health of all the Indians within this ageney has
been good. Arrangements have been made w''h the domestic mis-
sion board of the southern Baptist convention for e education of the
children within this agency; and as many of the Indians have mani-

fested a laudable desire for the instruction of their youth, it is antieci~

pated that favorable vesults will flow {from this measure.

The Kaw or Kansas tribe of Indians residing within the Council
Grove agency, in consequence of their proximity to the trading posts
on the Santa I' road, where they can procure intoxicating beverages
from traders and emigrants passing through their country, have be-
come addicted to habits of intemperance and indolence, and the com-
migsion of such misdemeanors and crimes as usually follow in the
wake of the liquor traffic. The annuities provided for them by the
government have proved rather an injury than a Dlessing, {rom the
fact of their having been squandered for ardent spirits soon after their
reception from the government agents. Thus exposed to influences
of the most deleterious character, they have been guilty, in some in-
stances, of the commission of depredations npon the property of emi-
grants on the great thorouglhfare leading to Santa I'é. It cannot be
reasonably expected that their condition can be improved fo any con-

-siderable extent, unless the requisite steps be taken, to circumseribe,
“the area Of their present reservation, with a'view 'to their -being eon<+""

centrated within a smaller sphere where they may be more casily con-
trolled and influenced to engage in the cultivation of the soil, and
whatever clse may be regarded as indispensable to their civilization.
The peculiar condigion of the emigrated tribes in Kansas Terri-
tory was stated at some length in the last annual report. They were
,removed thither under the most solemn assurances and guarantees
that the country assigned them should be to them and their descend-
ants a permanent home forever. In retrocéding large bodies of land
to the United States, by which portions of the Territory were lawfully
opened to the occupation and settlement of its citizens, neither the
government or the Indians sought to change the guarantees and stipu-
lations of former treaties; but they were recognized as obligatory and
binding within the tracts of land reserved for the permanent home of
the Indians. The organic act of the Territory slso regarded them,
and it was expressly declared that nothing in the act should ¢ be con-
strued to impair the rights of persons or property now pertaining to
the Indians in said Territory, so long as such rights shall remain un-
extingnished by treaty between the United States and such Indians.’”
The'peaceful possession and quiet cnjoyment of the tracts reserved by
the Indians for their homes are guaranteed and secured to them by
the faith of treaties and the laws of the land, and it is to be regretted
that, in different sections of the Territory, persons have trespassed
upon their rights by committing waste and cven locating within and
making improvements upon tlie Indian lands. As cases have been

5
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reported, the agents have been instructed ¢~ notify the wrong doers
that their acts were in violation of law ana :ue faith of treaties, and
that they must ceasc their trespasses and retire outside of the Indian
reservations. Many of the intruders have wholly disregarded the
admonitions and warnings of the officers of the Indian service, and
to compel obedience and to vindicate the good faith and authority of
the government in this behalf the mjlitary arm has beeninvoked and
called into requisition; and under instructions secently issued by di-
rection of the President, it is expected that all persons remaining un-
lawfully upon any of the Indian reservations in Kansas Territory
after a perlod to be fixed, and of which they will have notice, will be
forcibly ejected therefrom. However disagreeable it may be to resort
1o this extreme measure, the condition of those Indians is such as to
require it, and the obligations of the United States towards them can-
not be discharged without its application, If persons within that
Territory will persist in trespassing upon the rights of the Indians,
after the admonitions so often repeated to them, all fair minds must
sanction the proceedings of the government in its forcible expulsion
of them from the Tudian reservations. Causes of complaint and dis-
satisfaction have also existed among the tribes who ceded their lands
in trust to the United Statcs, because of the encroachments of the
whites upon these lands in advance of their being surveyed and offered
for sale at public auction. The act of March 3, 1855, authorizing the
President to cause these trust landsto be classified and appraised be-
fore they are offered for sale, will, it is believed, enable the govern-

ment to execute the trush in good faiths and the agents have been in- .,
structed to assite the Indians that they may rely upon the faithful -

execution of the stipulations for the sale of these trust lands.

The recent executive of the Territory in fixing the election districts
and appointing voting places, and in establishing the executive office,
did not regard the organic law, which excluded Indian reserves from
its operation, but embraced several reservations®within the districts,
and authorized polls to be opened in them. He also established his
executive office within the Shawnee country. . The territorial legisla~
ture, following his example, held its session at the Shawnee mission,
and by its enactments has embraced some of the Indian reserves within
the organized counties—all which is clearly a violation of treaty stipu-
lations and the act creating the Territory.

Many of the emigrants to, and settlers in the Territory of Kansas,
are engaged in bitter controversy and strife in relation to the institu-
tions to be formed there, ay applicable to the condition of the African
race; yet the hostile factions scem to have no sympathy for the red
man; but, on the contrary, many of hoth sides appear to disregard
his interests and trespasy upon his rights with impunity.

The condition and circumstances of the four leading tribes of the
southern superintendericy—the Clierokees, Creeks, Choctaws and
Chickasaws—continue to afford gratifying evidences of increasing
prosperity and improvement in the clements of civilized life. The
peace and good order prevailing amongst them and their carnest
cfforts to improve their physical and moral condition, entitle them to
the warm and active sympathies of our people, and the liheral and
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generous regard of the government. They are more and more devo-
ting themselves to agricultural pursuits, and using every effort and
means in their power for the general diffusion of the blessings of edu-
cation and the Christian religion amongst them.  The great drought

- of last year almost entirely destroyed their crops, and subjected them
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to much trial and suffering, which, however, they bore submissively
and with commendable fortitude. But this calamity has not been
without a blessing. It impressed them with the imiportance of a
closer and more general attention to the cultivation of the soil for a
subsistence, resulting in more enlarged agricultursl operations the
present year, the immediate benefits of which they have already ex-
perienced,

The difficulties between the Choctaws and Chickasaws, explained
in former reports, will, it is hoped, be effectually adjusted and settled
by the convention which was entered into with the representatives of
the two tribes in this city the past summer; subject, however, to
the ratification of their councils, as well ag the President and Senate
of the United States. This instrument, if so ratified, will, it is be-
lieved, put an end to the galling relations of the Choctaws, in which
the Chickasaws have been held, under and since the convention of
1837. It will give to the latter indopendent jurisdiction and the
right of self government, which they have so earnestly sought to
obtain for years past, while it will simplify the relations of the two
tribes with each other and with the government; and secure other
important objects and advantages not only to them but to the United

States. By the convention referred fo,it.is provided that the western

end of the Choctaw courtry shall be opened- to the permanent settle-
ment of the southern Comanches, Witchitaws and such other Indians,
within prescribed limits, as the United States may deterinine to locate
therein; and it is gratifying to know that some of these Indians have
expressed an anxious desire to place themselves under the protection
of the government, and to accept of permanent hiomes in the country
alluded to.

The Seminoles, under the treaty of 1845, hold the same undesirable
and injurious relations to the Crecks, which the Chickasaws have to
the Choctaws under the convention of 1837. They form a small dis-
trict of the Creck nation, and are entitled to a voice in its general
council ; but are in so hopeless a minority, and so discontented with
the arrangement, they will take no patt in the proceedings of that
body. They do not consider themsclves subject to the laws passed by
it, and are thus practically without government or law. The neces-
sary result of such a condition is secen in their idle, dissipated and
reckless habits. They not only thus suffer themselves, but present
a vicious and injurious example to the less well disposed among their
brethren of the other tribe. Without the speedy application of some
rémedy, this state of things is likely to lead to serious consequences.

I would again suggest that, in justice to the Seminoles, they should
have a separate country and jurisdiction, with the right of self-gov-

ernment, They are entitled to these privileges on the same grounds

a3 the Chickasaws, and placed in an independent position, with the
right and responsibility of governing themselves, they would gradu-

9 of 25



Geo. W. Manypenny, "Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs," November 26, 1855, Sen. Exec.
Docs., 34 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 1, Doc. 1, pp. 321-345 (810).

330 REPORT OF THE

ally lose their present sensv of degradation and their disposition to
lawlessness, and soon become a better people. If so situated, it is
believed that their brethren in Florida would be induced peaceably to
emigrate and join them, as it is understood that one of their prin-
cipal objections to doing so mow is the inferior and subordinate
position to the Creeks in which they would be placed.

The seuthern’superintendency embraces within the Neosho agency,
also the small bands of Quapaws, the Senecas, the Senccas and Shaw-
nees, and the tribe of Osage Indians, 2ll of whom, except the latter,
are agriculturists, and arc gradually improving in their condition
and circumstances. The drought of the last and during a portion
of the present year, though materially diminishing their resources
alrlxd comforts, has fortunately resulted in no actual suffering among
them.

The Osages still continue their erratic and unsctfled mode of life,
trafficking, stealing from and warring with the tribes of the plains and
other Indians. -They are suffering from the evil of having too large
an extent of country, which naturally disinclines them to concentrate
and settle down to industrial pursuits. Their title should be ex-
tinguished to all except a small portion 6f their country ; which they
should be placed under stringent treaty obligations to remain upon and
cultivate. During the latter part of the last winter, the small pox
suddenly broke out amongst them and proved fatal to some four hun-
dred of their number. A physician was immediately employed, who

encrgetically commenced the work of vaccination, and thus checked
the diséase.« . .- . g€ TS R

The supervising agent reports an ensouraging degree of success as
attending the commencement of the colonization of the Indians of
Texas, on the reservations granted by that State for the purpose. A
majority of five different bands have located on one of the reserva-
tions, and have conducted themseivesin an exemplary manner. Vol-
untarily abstaining from the use of ardent spirits, there has not been
a gallon sold on the reservation, nor a case of drunkenness amongst
them ; nor have they, so far as known, been guilty of a single depre-
dation upon any of our citizens. They are pleased with their new
mode of life, and have displayed so much intcrest and industry in
the agricultural operations commenced for their benefit, as to justify
the conclusion that in & year or two more they will be disposed and
able to maintain themsclves, with but little assistance from the gov-
ernment. There is every prospect that in a short time the remainder
of these bands will all join their brethren on the reservation.

I'rom a communication recently received from Agent R. S, Neigh-
bors, to which your attention was heretofore called, it appears that
the depredations and murders which have been committed within the
State of Texas by Indians, and which induced that State to muster
into service a military force, under Captain Callahan, for its protec-
tion, were committed by Lipans and Seminoles, who are organized on
the west side of the Rio Grande. . Upon a visit of the agent to the
Rio Grande, he states that he was informed by the Mexican authori-
ties that their government had appointed agents for those Indians
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who were under its protection, and that he ‘‘would not be permitted

to hold intercourse with them.”’

The great diminution of the buffalo, and other game, from which
the Indians of the plains have heretofore derived their subsistence,
has so far reduced them to a state of destitution as to compel them to
lunder or steal from our citizens or starve. Hence a main cause, it
is belicved, of the depredations and outrages committed by the roving
bands of Indiansg of the upper Arkansas agency, within the borders of
Texas, and upon trains and travellers upon the plains to and from
New Mexico. Under the existing state of things they must rapidly
be exterminated by the whites or become extinct. As a remedy for
these_dread alternatives the application to these People of the advan-
tages of the system of colopization, with the means to 2id and instruct
them in the cultivation of the soil, is again respectfully suggested.

The usual purchases of goods and provisions for presents to the
Cheygnnes, Arapahoes, and Sioux, parties to the treaty of Fort Lara-
mie, of 1851, and for presents to the Comanches, Kioways, and
Apaches of the Arkansas river, partics to the treaty of Fort Atkinson,
of 1853, were made carly in the spring. No arms or ammiaition
were sent out, although some of the tribes urgently asked for them.
Owing to the disturbed state of our relations with some of these 1n-
dians there was a doubt as to the propriety of distributing the pre-
sents, and yct the importance of exhibiting friendly feclings and con-
fidence towards such as cherished no hostility, was fully appreciated.
In this state of affairs it was deemed best to entrust the distribution
almost entirely.do.4he judgment of the superintendent of Indian affairs

for the central suferintendency, after he should fully consult with the ™

agents and the officers of the army, located or sent out into the coun-
try ; and then exercising a sound discretion, according to surrounding
circumstances. He was instructed, in the month of April last, to
cause all persons engaged in trade with the Indians involved in the

- murder of Lieutenant Grattan’s command, and in the subsequent

murder of the mail party, or with any other bands that he might be-
lieve to be confederated with them, to cease the trade and leave the
country ; and that it was not expected that he would deliver presents
to any of the bands referred to, or to other bands that he might have

directed to act, on all proper occasions, in conjunction with the officers
who had been, or might be, entrusted by the War Department with
the military expedition against the Sioux, by imparting such infor-
mation as might tend to facilitate their operations, and to co-operate
with themn in any way that might be agrecable to both parties.
Additional instructions were forwarded to the superintendent for ob-
gervance by Agents Whitfield, Twiss, Vaughan, and Hatcl, in whose
charge are all the wild tribes of the mountain and prairie, from the
western boundaries of the cmigrated tribes in Kansas, and the Paw-
nees in Nebraska Territory, to the Rocky mouuntains, and from New
Mexico and Texas to the British possessions. These agents ivere
supplied more liberally than nsnal with funds for presents and con-
tingent expenses, and instructed to visit and communicate, during the
season, with a1l the tribes that were at peace with the United States,

- reason to believe were hostile to the United States. He was also .
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and encourage them to maintain a friendly dispositicu: towards cur

citizeus, and to treat kindly and assist, if necessary, emigrants aud. -

other peaceful citizens passing through their country. The agents
were enjoined to reside among the tribes, to make the personal ac-
quaintence of the chiefs, and to inform them fully respecting the

ower of the United States, the readiness of the President to treat

.them with kindness and magnanimity when they do right, and his

ability and purpos> to punish them when they do wrong. They were
directed to exert their personal influence to persuade the Indians to
abandon their marauding excursions and hostile expeditions against
neighboring tribes, to forsake their wandering habits and savage cus-
toms and settle in permanent homes and obtain their subsistence by
agricultural and other pursuits of civilized life. They were instructed
also to procure the delivery, for trial, of all individuals charged with
high crimes, and to take all needful measures to obtain the release of
citizens of the United States or of friendly powers that might be held
in captivity by any of the tribes of their charge; and they werd ad-
monished of the necessity of co-operation and concert of action with

+ the officers in command of the military.expedition which was organiz-

ing for operations on the plains.during the season. They were also
directed to forward, from time to time, as they had opportunity, such
information as would exhibit to the government here the actual condi-
tion of affairs within their agencies. Copies of such papers as have
been received from them will be found among the accompanying docu-
ments. '

tribes in Oregon and Washington Territories, remittances were made
early after the close of the session, and goods were procured and
shipped immediately, from New York, for presents to the tribes.

Instructions, in the month of August, 1854, were given to Joel
Palmer, superintendent in Oregon, and Isaac I. Stevens, governor of
‘Washington, to enter at once upon the negotiations, commencing
with those tribes in the vicinity of the settlements of the whites, and
having for a principal aim the extinguishment of the Indian claims
to the lands, and the concentration of all the tribes and fragments of
tribes on a few reserves of limited extent, naturally suited to the
requirements of the Indians, and located, as far as practicable, so as
not to interfere with the settlement of the Territories respectively.
They were admonished of the importance, also, of adopting but few
stipulations to be fulfilled on each behalf, which should be simple and
well understood by the Indians, and of providing that the moneys
to be paid might, at the discretion of the President, be applied for
the establishment of farms, the purchase of implements of agricul-
ture, or any other objects of benefit to the Indians, and which their
peculiar condition and circumstances may from time to time render
proper and advantageous.

Under these instructions the officers charged with the negotiations
concluded four treatios, which were transmitted in time to receive the
sanction of the Senate at the last session of Congress; and several
others have subsequently heen signed and transmitted here.
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During the past spring and summer, additional purchases and
remittances have been made, with the expectation that the negotia-
tions with all the tribes in the two Territories named will be fully
completed and closed in time to lay the results before the Senate
during the coming session of Congress, should such be the decision of
the President in regard to them,

Immediately after the close of the session of 185364, the governors
of New Mexico and Utah were called on to report in relation to the
characteristics and condition of the several Indian tribes within their
respective jurisdictions, to designate the locations of their homes or
haunts, and furnish a description of the regions inhabited or claimed
by each tribe, and lists of articles which would be desirable or
necessary for presents to them.

A reply was not received from the governor of Utah until almost a
year had elapsed, (July 27, 1855,) when he stated that the report

“then sent had been twice forwarded before. It bore date October 30,

1854,

Owing to these facts, and to the unsettled condition of the govern-
mental affairs of that Territory, nothing further has yet been done in
regard to negotiations with the Indian tribes there.

On consideration of the response received from the governor of New
Mexico, authority was delegated to him early last spring to treat
with the tribes of his superintendency. The general instructions
transmitted to him were somewhat similar to those given to the
officers charged with the like duty in Oregon and Washington

tion of this trust, which have reached this office, are flattering, and
give rise to the hope that-the time is near at hand when difficulties
with the tribes in New Mexico, and the outrages and depredations
committed by them, will cease.

Articles have been reccived at the department for its consideration
and the action of the President and Senate, if approved, which have
been entered into by Governor Meriwether, on behalf of the United
States, with four several tribes or bands of Indians; and notice has
been received of the conclusion of tonventions with other bands, and
the documents, it is understood, are on their way here.

Of the appropriation for presents to the Pueblo Indians, the sum of
$5,000 was placed at the disposal of the governor last spring for the
purchase of implements at his discretion.

The legislative assembly of the Territory of New Mexico has consti-
tuted the several pucblos of what is termed the Pueblo Indians into
bodies corporate and politic, with power to sue and be sued. The
governor represents these Indians as too ignorant to be invested with
this power, and states that interested persons stir up litigation
between the different pueblos, and between them and the Mexican
population. More than twenty lawsuits are now pending between
the Pueblos of Acoma and Laguna, in which it is apprehended that 4
the claims of lawyers and officers, for fees, will, by the time the cases
are disposed of, be sufficient to cover all that these two pueblos arc

worth. It is recommended by the governor, for reasons that appear .
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to me to be ample and conclusive, that Congress repeal this act of the
territorial legislature, _

The objects contemplated to be attained by holding a council with
the Blackteet and other wild tribes on the head waters of the Mis-
gouri river, for which provision was made in the act of July 31, 1854,
were confided to Superintendent Alfred Cumming of the central, Joel
Palnier, superintendent of the Oregon;; and Governor Isaac I. Stevenfs,
ex officio superintendent of the Washington Territory superinteni-
ency, they having been designated by the direction of the President,
as the officers of the Indian Department, for that service. The gen-
eral objects desirable to be accomplished by the negotiations with
which those officers are charged, is the establishment of well defined
and permanent relations of amity between the Indian tribes of that

“region and the United States, and a general pacification of the Indians

among themselves. The commissioners were instructed to have these
objects in view in any stipulations which may be agreed on, and to
have proper regard in the negotiations, not only to the peculiar habits
and situation of those Indians, but to the general policy .of the gov-
ernment and the future growth of the population of the United States
in that direction. They were also directed to avail themselves of the
occasion of their visit to that region, to procure a census of cach tribe,
and to note all that they might learn respecting the habits, charac-
teristics and history of each, and make such observations of the soil,
climate and natural features of the country, as might be specially
useful to the government or contribute to the general fund of know-

PPN = A iy o sy e R .
ledge. OWing+fo:-the-ufF8HeF of his.-other official engagements;::-

Superintendent Palmer did not enter upon the duties of the commis-
sion. Governor Stevens arrived at Fort Benton July 26, having trav-
elléd direct across from Washington Territory, and Superintendent
Cumming also reached there a few days subsequently, after a prosper-
ous voyage from Saint Louis. A communication from the commis-~
sioners, dated Fort Benton, August 29, 1855, was received here on

“the first of November, from which it would appear that they had

every prospect of succeeding fully in their plans, and the grave duties
with which the commission is charged. It is expected that these

.duties will have been completed, and that the result, and the pro-

ceedings and journal of the commissioners may be looked for here by
the first of January next, :

The annual report from the superintendent of Indian affairs in
California has not been received here. It however appears from the
current correspondence from that superintendency that the Indians of
the State are generally quiet exeept 1n the northern part. Occasional
difficulties have occurred between the whites and Indians in the mining
regions, but pacific relations have resulted in most instances by the
intervention of the agents of the department where there were such,
and in the neighborhood of forts by the commands stationed thereat.
It appears from the most reliable information reccived here, that the
whites in the mining regions arc quite as much in fault for the state
of things that exist there as the Indians; the appearance of an Indian
being the signal for an assault upon him, and every petty Indian theft

>,
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geems to be magnified into undue importance, and the most barbarous
outlawry follows on both sides. :

Recent reports show that sudden general ill feeling has been arounsed
among some of the Indiang in the Territories of Washington and
Oregon, and apprehensions are expressed by the agents employed in
northern California that a general war in those Territories will ren-
der it difficult to preserve the peace with the Indians upon the borders,
who are represented to be extremely warlike in disposition, The
superintendent, in submitting a report from L. G. Whipple, who has
charge of the Indians on the Klamath river, where a reservation hag
been proposed, and referring to this subject states that, owing to the
unusual deficiency of fish this season, on which they have relied for
subsistence, and the contagious influence of war news, ‘“the dangers
of war in that region’’ will be materially increased.

The system of military reservations for Indian self support appears
to promise well for the interests of the Indians of California. There
have been great difficulties to encounter, and it is believed unnecessa-
rily large expenditures incurred in inaugurating the system. But
where it has been tried, or partially so, the results have been such as
to promise permanent benefits to the aboriginal people of that section

~ of the confederacy.

Recent intelligence has been received from John Cain, esq., agent
for the Indians in Washington Territory, giving an account of the
murder of Sub-agent Bolen by the Yakima Indians, and the assem-
bling of a large body of Indians on the east side of the Columbia
river. By reference to an article published in the Oregon Weekly

“~Times of the 6th ultimo, together'with~4 letter in'‘connexion there-

with from Superintendent Palmer of the Oregon superintendency, it
will be perceived that the only tribes manitesting hostility to the
whites are the Yakimas and Clickitats, and in the opinion of Superin-
tendent Palmer those warlike demonstrations can be checked by
prompt and energetic action on the part of the troops under command
of Major Haller, in the event of their achieving a victory over these
Indians in the first engagement. He remarks that the Indians of
Oregon have not co-operated with those two hostile tribes in the Ter-
ritory of Washington, and he apprehends no danger of a general
outbreak, presuming that Major Haller’s command will meet with
satisfactory success in quieting the Yakimas and Clickitats, and
thereby staying the further progress of hostile movements in the
Yakima conntry. -

The circumstances surrounding the Indian tribes are so different
from what they were when the Jaws now in force for the regulation
of trade and intercourse with them were enacted, that they may be
regarded as almost entirely inapplicable. Tegislation adapted to the
present condition of things is demanded. And authority should be
obtained from Congress for compiling the laws now extant, referring
directly, indirectly or remotely to our Indian affairs. The necessity
for sucl compilation must, it secems to me, be apparent.

There are bands of strolling Indians in several of the western
States and Territories, who are severed from the tribes to which they

belong.  They are in indigent circumstances, and depend for subsist--
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ence on the charity of the whites, or on depradations committed on
their property. Humanity and policy require that provision should
be made for them, and I thercfore renew the suggestion heretofors
made, that funds be placed at the disposal of the department to
abate the nuisance complained of.

Regulations, with accompanying forms for application, by Indiagg,
for bounty land, under the act of March 8, 1855, were issued from
this office in April last, copies of which are among the documents
herewith. About cleven hundred and fifty applications have been
presented here, under these regulations, and referred for the definite

action of the commissioner of pensions, with the request that war-'

rants, when issued, be sent to this office for transmission through its
local agents to the owners, without the intervention of agents or
attorneys.

Measures have been reccently instituted, with your approval, for
carrying into effect the 6th clause of the 19th article of the Choc-
taw treaty of 1830, for the benefit of the Choctaw orphans; and the
lands set apart for that purpose now remaining unsold, with those
reverted and acquired, from previous sales, have been advertised to be
gold in the month of December ensuing. Notice has also been given
for the sale of the unsold Creek Indian reserves in Alabama, as pro-
vided by the act of March 3, 1837. These sales are to take place in
the Coose land district, on the 26th December, and in the Tallapoosa
district on the 9th January next.

The policy of paying the annuities of Indian tribes in semi-annual

riod, has, in certain cases, within two years past, been revived. Within
the central superintendency, where funds can, without much expense,
be placed in the hands of the agents as required, and where the In-
-dians participating in the several payments are concentrated within a
narrow range, this policy isbelieved to be eminently beneficial ; espe-
cially in cases where the amount of the annuity of the tribe is large,
and the per capile of each individual is a consgiderable sum of money.

Under treaties negotiated in 1854, large payments are required to
be made to many of the tribeg on the frontiers—within the Territories
of Kansas and Nebraska ; and, as respects some of them, this policy
geewis to be peculiarly fitting and appropriate. The Indians having
acquired the ri§ht to locate separate tracts of land for individual
homes, it seemed proper to afford to those who might desire, and to
stimulate to the desire those who otherwise would not have it, facili-
ties for making improvements on lands, and collecting about their
family residences the comforts and conveniences of civilized life. By

adopting semi-annual payment of the annuities, as the knowledge of.

a judicious mauner of expending moncy for these objects has been
acquired, funds would thus be placed in the hands of the Indians for use.

In case of a few of the trcaties referred to, it was stipulated that
the tribal annuity "should be paid in a particular month of the
year ; but generally the whole subject of the payment, as to. time
and manner, is left with the President. After due consideration and
with a wise and hnmane purpose of so arranging the affairs of-the
tribes as to promote the well-being of their people, the President has

instalments; . which prevailed to a considerable.oxtent at a. formerpes:s.,
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directed that this policy be carried out, in those cases to which it is
go peculiarly appropriate for the Indians and not inconvenient or ex-
pensive for the government. As was anticipated, somescomplaints
against the policy have been made, and some fow tribes have been
induced, through sinister influences, to hesitate, and even to refuse to
acept money tendered to them, because the full annuity of the year
was not offered. These complaints could probably Le traced to un-
principled individuals who hang around Indian payments in order to
take advantage of the characteristic improvidence of the Indians, and
fleece them of their money by means of gaming and drinking ; or in
order to corrupt the leading men, and obtain money on fraudulent
claimg against the tribe. Some persons also, more honest, but still
pecuniarily interested, have probably joined in these complaints and
helped to sow distrust in the minds of the Indians. The successful
establishment of the policy is intimately conneoted with the prosperity
of the Indians, and indeed, in my jydgment, quarter yearly payments
would be even better than semi-annnal ones., Opposition may be ex-
pected from the influences referred to, and even from other quarters,
but where the local agents act with energy and fidelity these must
goon give way, and the practical effect of the policy will quickly com-
mend it to the Indians, and it will be approved by then.

From the organization of the government, it has been liberal in the
expenditure of money to civilize the Indian and better his condition;
and the benevolent and philanthropic have appropriated of their means
freely for his instruction in the principles of Christianity, Efforts
bave been constant and .unremitting to reclaim him from a savage,. ..

* gtite; and"to " induce him to cultivate the soil and to embrace the arts
of peace. But how could the Indian become a cultivator of the soil
mt{)xout a permanent and fixed home and habitation? While the
government embraced every opportunity to purchase hig home and
remove him from his land, was it not in vain to enjoin on him to’
abandon his wandering life?  How could he be expected to abandon
his savage customs and habits and take up with the pursuits of a race
whose approach was only a notice to him that he must leave the graves
of his family and friends, and surrender his home to the pale faces?
His contact with the white race was, under circumstances like these,
caleulated, it seeins to me, to cause him to distrust the efforts of the
government and the benevolent to reclaim him, and to confirm him
in his savage habits and pursuity; and the policy of throwing him
back into the wilderness beyond the outer circle of civilization, as the
settlements approached him, while it excluded him from the benefits
of the example and influcnce of the industrious pioneer and frontier
man, did not protect him from another class, whose contact has been
demoralizing and whose influence has always been exerted to confirm
the Indian in his wild and savage habits. '

Without a fixed, permanent and settled home, in my opinion, all
efforts to domesticate and civilize the aboriginal race will, hereafter,
a8 they have herctofore, prove of but little bencfit or advantage.
Many think that, with all the efforts and means that may be put into
requisition, the extinction of the race cannot be prevented, that it
must decay and waste away; and this view is strengthened by the

Ez, Doc. 1——22
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experience of the past. But if this be so, it does not discharge the
government of the United States and its citizens from the performance

" of their duty; and every effort is demanded by humanity to avert a

calamity of this kind. Many of the Indians are impressed with the
ides that they belong to a race that shall become extinct, and this
opinion produces such gloom, despondency and even despair, as to
wither their energies and destroy their aspirations.

‘With all these drawbacks, I believe that the Indian may be domes- -

ticated, improved, and elevated; that he may be completely and
thoroughly ¢ivilized, and made a useful element of our population.
But he must have a home; a fixed, settled, and permanent home.
And I regurd it as fortunate for him that circumstances intimately
connected with our present plan of emigration to and settlement
within the territories of the United States, although marked by great
irregnlarities and cruelty and death to both races, are rapidly hasten-
ing a condition of things which will accord with the policy of perma-
nent homes and fixed habitation8 for the Indians. This wonderful
emigration and the expansion of our population into every portion of
our ferritories, where land is found suitable for cultivation, carries the
white settlers on cither side of and far beyond the homes of the In-
dians; and as the settlements thus made expand and grow, they will
80 have adjusted themselves as to forbid the removal of the red man.
There will therefore soon be no pretext for a change, as there will be
no place to remove the Indian population. The policy of fixed habi-
tations I regard as settled by the government, and it will soon be
confirmed by an inevitable necessity; and it should be understood at
once that those Indians who 'h’ave‘ff}géfd("l"(’?é"e‘i‘:“{r‘?fﬁ%‘ﬁ‘sr*"é"ét':z'ipart and as-
signed them, as well as those who may hereafter by treaty have, are

" not to be interfered with in the peaceable possession and undisturbed

enjoymsat of their land; that no trespasses will be permitted upon
their territory or their rights; that the assurances and guarantees of
their treaty grants are as sacred and binding as the covenants in the
gettler’s patent; and that the government will not only discountenance
all attempts to trespass on their lands and oust them from their homes,
but in all cases where necessary will exert its strong arm to vindicate
its faith with, and sustain them in, their rights. Let combinations,
whether formed to obtain the Indian’s land or to make profit by jobs
and contracts in his removal, or other causes, be resisted; and let it
be understood that the Indian’s home is settled, fixed, and permanent,
and the settler and the Indian will, it is believed, soon experience the
good effects that will result to both. The former will then regard the
latter as his neighbor and friend, and will treat him with the consid-
eration due to this relation. And the Indian will look upon his habi-
tation as permanent and his reservation as his home, and will cease
to regard the white man with that restless doubt and distrust which
has been so disastrous to his comfort and peace and so fatal to his
civilization and improvement.

All persons who emigrate to the territories of the United States, to
occupy under the liberal land policy of the government the public do-
main, should understand distinctly that they are to occupy and culti-
vate the land to which the Indian title is extinguished, and that
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alone; that the tribes are to be protected and remain undisturbed
within the limits of their reservations, and that this policy will be
inflexibly adhered to by the government. The condition and interests
of the white border population would thus be imaproved and promoted,

and the main cause for strife, disorder, outbreak, and murder, so .

common between the frontier settler and the Indian, being thus re-
moved, these atrocities would occur but seldom.

Many of the Indian tribes are now in the annual receipt of large
sums of money, in consideration of their cessions of territory. With
the exception of a few of the tribes in the southwest who have regular
organized governments, and who, by their legislative enactments, ap-
propriate & good portion of their funds for educational and national
purposes, the payment of money annuities to the Indians entails upon

them evils which, in most cases, far outweigh the fgood resulting -

therefrom. A large proportion of the individuals of the tribes to
whom these annuities are payable seem to rely upon their per capita
for support, and drag out a miserable existence from payment to pay-
ment, depending solely ou it, And the notice for the Indians to
assemble to recelve their annuities seems to be the watchword to sum-
mon to the pay-ground a miserable class of men who deal in spirit-
uous liquors, games, and other vices, and who, in despite of the vigi-
lance of the officers, are enabled to carry off large amounts of the
funds of the Indians, obtained by the most shameful, dishonorable,
and unlawful means.

Combinations of men, too, as powerful as they are unscrupulous,

« «Keep constantly on foot systematic and organized plans to deceive and
ggript the chiéfy and principal men, and thus they often:obfain"the i

signatures of these ignorant, deluded, and corrupted people to powers
of attorney and other instruments, appropriating and assigning to
them and their confederates in such nefarious practices large amounts
of the funds of the Indians without any valid consideration therefor.
These last named parties have frequently been ‘enabled, with instru-
ments and powers of attorney, obtained by means as degrading to
them as injurious, demoralizing, and corrupting tc the Indians, to
obtain the sanction and spproval of Congress and the executive de-
partments, and thus the government, instead of protecting, has, in
some instances, been the oppressor of its wards. 'On this subject the
developments which have transpired since the last report induce me
1o repeat the suggestion ‘‘that all executory contracts of every kind
and description, made by Indian tribes or bands with claim agents,
attorneys, traders, or other persons, should be declared, by law, null
and void ; and an agent, interpreter, or other pergon employed in, or
in any way connected with, the Indian service, guilty of participation
in transactions of the kind referred to, sheuld be instantly dismissed
and expelled from the Indian country; and all such attempts to injure
and defraud the Indians, by whomsoever made and participated.in,
should be penal offences, punishable by fine and imprisonment.”’ I
do not sec how the obligations of the government to its Indian wards
can be fully met and faithfully discharged without the aid of penal
statutes to protect them from the cvils referred to; and under a full
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conviction of the necessity that exists, and a deep sense of duty, I re-

commend that the subject be brought to the attention of Congress.
I refer you to the correspondence with the Menomonees and Potto-

watomies, which will be found among the documents herewith, as in-
dicating the boldness of parties engaged in these disreputable attempts
to obtain the funds of the Indians, and some of whose proceedings
have been heretofore alluded to and resisted by this office. Such cor-
respondence ig, in my judgment, in direct violation of the ‘‘Inter-
course act.”’ -

The appetite of the Indian for the use of ardent spirits seems to be
entirely uncontrolable, and at all periods of our intercourse with him
the evil effects and injurious consequences arising from the indulgence
of the habit are unmistakably seen. It has been the greatest barrier

" o his improvement in the past, and will continue to be in the future,
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if some means cannot be adopted to inhibit its use., Humanity de-
mands, and our obligations to this unfortunate race requires, that
every legal provision be adopted by the national, State, and territo-
rial legislatureg to protect the red man from this consuming. fire,
This is necessary ; it is the foundation of all“permanent and substan-
tial improvement. ‘

All the means and efforts heretofore adopted to ameliorate the con-
dition of the red man have not, it must be admitted, produced results
commensurate with the labor and money expended and the sacrifices

that have been made. We cannot recall what has been done, and it

would be as idle as useless to discuss the past. We have to deal with

the present and provide for the future. And we will have only dis-
charged a sifaple-but-itiperitive dutyvhen we shall have settled the .

Indian on a permanent -home and guaranteed to him its peaceable
possession and undisturbed enjoyment; adopted the most vigorous and
efficient means to guard and protect his annuities, and made them
available for his moral and physical development, and brought into
requisition all legal and other appropriate means to exclude from him
the curse and scourge of his race—ardent spirits, He will then be

placed in & position where the efforts of the government and the be- -

nevolent, unembarrassed by opposing forces and influences, would be
left to adopt and prosecute the means most efficient for the elevation
of lis intellectual and physical powers, the culture of the better fecl-
ings and sympathies ofp his nature, and the development of his capa-
city to improve in the arts and sciences, He has noble impulses, and
possesses in a high degree the finer feelings and affections, and there
18 no lack of evidence that he can be clevated and highly civilized.
Erroneous opinions and prejudices in relation to the disposition, cha-

racteristics, capacity, and intellectual powers of the race, have almost’

excluded the Indian from the public sympathy. Statesmen and phi-
lanthropists but slightly regard him. The public enactments but
feebly protect him, and in-the discussions which abound in the pnliti-
cal and religious world in relation to the condition of races within our
confederation, but few regard it as among their duties -to make any
effort designed for tho benefit of the red race. Such cold indifference
can only exist because error and prejudice have beclouded the minds
of men to such a degree as to cause them to overlook the obligations
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