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SAN Francisco, CanLiForn1a,

December 3, 18512

Sme: [ have the honor to inform you that information has just been re-
reived in this city which leaves but little doabt that depredations of a se-
rions niture have recently been committed upon the persons and property
af Americans, by the [ndians in the southern part of this State.  Accounts
of these depredations are principally contained in the papers of this city,
copies of which 1 herewith transmit. These difficultics seem at present
only to exist south of the Tulare lake.  With the Indians at that point and
ihe more southern portion of the State, Americans have had but little in-
tereourse. 1 aninot advised us to the most southern point, where a treaty
has been effected, but it 1 certain that a large portion of the Indians of
(aliforniu, who are perhaps the most warlike and formidable, reside yet
further south.  The canses which have led to the recent ontbreak in that
region 1 have nol been able fully to ascertain. It is said, however, that
they hecame dissatisfied in consequence of treaties having been made with
other Indians in the valley, who have, to some extent, been furnished with
subsistence.  Again, it is said that the sherilf of Sun Diego county has ex-
acted poll tax from the Indians residing in that county, and that on their
refusal to pay that which they conld not comprehend, selzures were made
of cattle, horses, &e., belonging to them, and disposed of without allows-
ing them the right to redeern,

Many [ndians in that region had become partially civilized—cultivated
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the masth amd raised stack.  These are the persons of whom a poll tax bad
been exactesl, v relinhly informed thot most of them residing adjacent
to the coust, hve heretofore been remarkably kiml and }mxprt.mh\ 10
Awmevieans, Their ehicty, Antonio, is sabd to be o man of eansiderable alil-
ity and mare (h:”l ardinary knowledge rtnonee them, he having heen edue
cated at the mission, e las, up (0 this time, beeu fiiendly o the Aneri-
vinis, el on one ac ('mnn, when it was sald they were w be attacked,
Le aifered his and the serviees of his tribe, in their behalf,

Those with whom {reaties have been entered inte, residing within my
ageney, upon the San Joaqguin, -Irezne, Mercede, Tuolumna, amd Stanis-
Jaus riverse have been seemingiy quict and contented sinee T e Leen fur
nishine them with thed. l)nht ulties sometimes arise anone lml)\ulaulk of
the teibes, il luqm nt rmmors of an intended cuthrenk have been com-
wnivited 1o me? vt T am certaing so long as §ean feed them, no general
set of hostility ne il he -vpp"vh(nde(l ) adopted the course of feeding
thent as the hest possilbic weasure of managing them, and keeping them quicl
ane coptented. With those under my immedinte notive [ am sure T have
seeewded well in doing so. | believe treatins were coneluded with sone
of, the [ndians in the rewion of Tulare fake aml Texan Pase, who are said
to be among the disallocted at this time.. This disatfeetion arose fram
the fuct that those hudiane, although treated with, Id not received either
licel” ar flonr, as other Indians tear to them had Leen fornished.

[ am not sure that any provisions were prmmwn thom for the present:
yet others in the v xl”l\ having heen furnished, they also e\'pc'(tvd to b
supplivd. - Althogl U did not know the conditions of any trealy in that
region, [ shouldy-ax o matter of policy, have furnished  those Indians with
sonwe subsittence, ouly for the remateness of their position.  {tis frequently -
difficult to muke therm wnderstand that what has been promised themn hy
treatv, is not’to he furnished them until a future day after the ratification
of the treatics.  ‘T'his fact, and the fact that ather Indians in their vieinity
have received presents, and been furnished with sowe subsistence, while
they have not hetn treated with or received either, may, to some extent,
have indueed themn to commit those recent dcpn-d.mnnc Having heard of
their disaffection, T shontd have taken the responsibility to furnich xoine
subsictence hierciotore, had it unt heen, as | }x.uc hetore said, for thieir great
distanee of land transportation, and the limited means “}um 1 mssc:qed 1n
effect it. I was then, and an stll fully stisfied, that whatever cut‘h acowrse
ml--,;t cost the government, it w ould e hetter than a war vy which I umn sure
wmust be the ultcmdh\o This dissatisfuction secmed to he ine xoa'mg daily ;
amd knowims thatno action of the rovernment could he t al\cn, In time to
Furnish the wibes at and south of the Tulare lake with provisions hefore
the rainy season set in, I determined to take the responsihility of furnishing
them with some subsistence, for the present, before the rains began to fall,
when it would be lm}m\SlM(' {o dn so. In conscquence of this state ol
things, T repaired to this city, to negotiate, if possible, for such amount of
supphc as might he necessary to Lr'ep them in the valley, contented for the
winter. After some difficulty, T found parties willing to furnish such sup-
plies, and rely upon the zovernment for satisfaction.

Thase persons are iull) advised that no apmopu.xtmn has as yet been
made for such purposes.  One of the iidivhlums to whom I refer is Colonel
J. C. Fremont, whose extensive acquaintance in the soutiiern or stock re-
gion of the State cnables lim to command any quantity that may be re-
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qm'fu, T therefore contracted with hit for supplics, and hadl them on the
wiy for the Indians in the region of the iul.nc lake before the news of
the ombreak reached me.

Had T succeecled in veaching their conntry before i --‘:E!ities commeneet,
1w sure T couhl bave prey ented anytbing of the hin!. The conrse taken
on my part, in .n]hu.u- of instructions, may he oh_;uc‘.:: saale: Lt 1 trust
wy molives may he un dersiood, and Hmt the 1cm<wnhhnn from this State,
who | presume ‘inderstand the character of ihe Indians in California, and
the situation of things here, may explain o the govermnent the absolute
necessity of my having adopted it.

#have the loner to be, respectfully, &e., your hunble servant,

ADAM JOJINSTON,
: Uniied Stetes Sub-Indian Aeent.
tlon. A. L IL Stuanr,
Secrctary of the Inferior. Washington Cily.

——
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