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No. 37,

OrFFICE SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFIFAIRS,
Seuthern District of California, December 3, 1862,

Ste: T desive to eall your attention to the Indians of my distriet inhabiting
what is known as the Owen’s viver country, lying on the eastern slope of the
Sierra Nevada, I desire to make a speeinl report on the condition of those In-
thinns, beeause they neeld the atention of the govermment most, and have re-
ceived it Tess than those of nny portion of the State.

On my return from Washington Inst May, 1 fonnd 1he couthern couniry filled
with apprehension of a destrnetive Indian wir, Queatening o desolate the
spursely settled region bordering on the Grest Desert, Alveady hostilities lind
coxmuneed, and several vietims o fullen, hefore 1he United States tronps,
ordered by General Wrights avived on Owen's viver, As soon ns Teould nreang
the whfuirs of my oftice 1 sturted 1o the seene of difiienltios, weeampanied by one
of my supervisorg, Me, Godey, (am accomplishied interpreter,) tnking with me a
quantity of anuity goods, provisions, &e., for distribution amongst them, On
my arrival I despatehed vunners to the diltovent tribes, inviting them to o coun-
eil el was happy to find my eall veadily rexponded 1o, After telling them of
the folly of endeavoring 1o oppose the govermnent that was desivons o aiding
them, el asewring them that while any indieation of vebellion wonhl meet with
prompt e severe: puudsliment, good hehavior wonld secure ils foslering care.
Dowud thum willing to Hve in peace, and anxious to cense hostilitios it the gov-
ernment will only aftord them protoction and means of support.

The past winter way one of universal severity.  Gume, upon which they sub-
sistedd i former years, is fast ( isappenving with the eneronchments of civiliza-
tim s anil althotgh the Genernl Land Offiee has withheld from salewreservation
for thoxe Indiams, mueh ol the hext portion of it hag heen settled by whites and
the lndians dviven off. 1 laid off 1 reservation of about six townships, bounded
by the Big Line ercek on the north, George's ereck on the south, Owen's viver
on the easl, and the Sierra on the west,  The amount of Innd will seem lavge
tor the number of Indinns, (about 2,000,) bul it must he vemembered that i is
only in gmall spots that it is suseeptible of euftivation, the halmee being scarcely
fit fov grnzing purposes, and none of it atteactive to seftlerd, Plaeed on aoveser-
vation where the agent’s authority i respected by the emigrnts, mnd wherg
they kuow they are seewre from interference and arve treated with kindness, ox-
perienes has demonstruted there s o diffeulyy in managing the Indian, The
troubles in the State have ahways avisen outside of the reserves,

Showld the department agree with mey, as L trust it will, (for I sce no agher
way of keeping those Indinns quict,) 1 hope it will recommend to Gongress the
lmlmcdiut.(s approprintion of $30,000 for the purpose of ennbling me to estublish
this roxervation, ~ Phat sum, judiciously expended fn the purehase of seed, stock
caattle, mules, wagons, plonghs, &e., would place those wretehed people beyond
the neeessity of stealing for alivelihood, and would relieve the government trom
sy further expense for their support, as 1 it as dispense with the neeessity of
muintaining an expentive military post in n eonntry where everything has to bo
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hauled o distance of 300 miles over asandy road, with water only ut long inter-
vals, and every obstacle to surmount which is objectionablo for n military depot.
Already the govermnent has expended many thousands of dollars in s(m(fing and
keeping troops there to suppress difliculties that would never huve have occurred
had Congress approprinted, a year ago, for this reservation,

T'he dizeovery of gold ind silver mines in the ranges of the mountains on the
borders of the Great Basin make whit was three years ago un unknown region
at this time a grent thoroughtare; and the importanee of averting sueh a ealamity
as an Indinn war iy more pressing, ns it would prevent travel and deprive the coun-
try of valunble resourees made known by the encrgies of our hardy pioncers.

{t would be impossible to remove the Indinus of the more southerly portion
of my district to this proposed reservation, beeanso the rigor of the climate is
such that it would be (lliﬂicult to keep them during the inelement part of the
yewr when snow covers the ground, even if the expense of removing them wag
not an insurmountable objection to such o propogition,  The Importance of
prompt action by Congress in this matter enunot be presented morve strongly
thin in the fact that it can, by n comparatively smull approprintion, it made at
oneey seeure permnent peace with a peaple who linve shown themselves formi-
dable dnwary, and save the governmment the enormous expense attendunt upon an
interminable Indian difieulty which will inevitably oveur,

Axide from this view ot the mattor, every prineiple of justice and hamanity
demands that o portion of what veally belongs to them by inlieritance should be
seeured to them, and that n nation as noble as ours should lend a helping hand
to these unfortunate people to raise them from their degrudation, :

I have the honor to he your obedient servant, 3
JOIIN P, II. WENTWORTH,

Superintending Agent.

Hon, Winnian P, Dons,
Commissioner of Indian 4ffirs, Washington, D. C,
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