Geo. M. Hanson to William P. Dole, December 31, 1861, Document no. 63 in "Report of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs," H. Exec. Docs., 37 Cong., 3 Sess., Vol. 2, Doc. 1, Pt. 2, pp. 457-460 (1157).

REPORT. OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 457

recommend the abandonment and sule of Nome Lackee reservation; and the
same recommendations I have frequently made in regard to the

MENDOCINO RESERVATION.

This place is situated immediately on the const, too much exposed to the
cold winds to produce cither wheat or corn to much advantage, N

The saw-mills at the mouth of the No Zo river, contiguous to the Indjan
lands and settlements, require u large munber of laboring white 111011‘,,6/'\\']10 have
thus fur proven a great anmoyance to the Indian gerviee at Mendogino, and the
number of Tudians, before a reeent stampede among them, wyd eaid to have
been abont 1,400, all of whom ought to be removed; the foast Indians to
Smith River valley, and interior Indinny to Round valley. .,7"4/

The money that would he realized from the sale of thesefwo Indian reserva-
tiong would go far toward the pnyment of the scttlers foptheir farms in Round
and Smith River valleys, g0 that the money nppropripted by Congress to pay
the settlers for these farms would goon be rct.m'm:d,/}ilie Indinuy provided with
good liomes, scewre from the intrusiony of white mengand the government saved
the expense of keeping one-half of the employdsind one-half of the troops on
thege reservations, 4

The cattle, horses, mules, farming tonls, tdms, &e., &e., to Le removed to
the reservations with the Indians—to the Smith River and Jound valley reserves

The superintending agent certainly feedd o great desire to see the Indian
service prosper under hig charge in this phxt of California, but it is utterly im-
possible that such ean be the case witha {% a larger appropriation of money than
Liag heen made for severnl years past, /'ﬁo provide clothing, heef and milk eattle,
farming tooly, teams, &e., &e., it m.{luircs a large amount of money for ubount
7,000 Indiana, which I now huvefon all the veservations, to provide for; and
unless they wre provided for todi greater extent it will ho impossible to keep
them on any reservation; and Af, at the ensuing session of Congress, nothing
should be done better than bés been done for the last two or three years, the
Indian cause in Californin 19{{% die upon the hauds of the present administra-
tion, and I lutve no anxicfy whatever to participate in its funeral rites.  The
aggregate amount m:ccs;:{»'y to the Indian scrvice during the ensning fiseal

yewr, ending 30th June,/1864, will not be legs than the amount fixed upon for
the fiseal year ending J}'uc 30, 1863, viz, $180,000, provided the government
intends to make the Andian service a sneeess in Californin, - But as soon as I
can obtain an estingfte from the several supervisors under my superintendence
I will forward the sifme in due time, that you can have the benefit thereof.
I have t{i honor to be your obedient servant,
GLO. M. IIANSON,
Superintending Agent Indian Affairs, Northern District Culiforaia,
Hon. W, . Downg,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 63,

Orrie oF INDIAN AFrAIRS,
Northera District of California, December 31, 1861,
Sm: I very deeply regret at the close of this year that T am compelled to
clhivonicle the sad tidings to your department of the entive loss of the Klamath
Indian veservation, or, vather, the loss of everything that was on it, consisting
of whent, corn, nats, binley, potatoes, carroty, peas beans, &c., &e., cansed by
the recent tuparalleled freshet in that part of the State.
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The aggregate amount of grain and vegetables honsed on said reservation
this full was nearly ten thousnnd bushels, all of which is swept into the ocean,
and about two thousand Indinns are thus rendered entirely destitute of the
means of support through the winter. Several hundred Indiuns have recently
been removed to eaid reservation from the Humboldt country, whose Indian dis.
turbances have been so much complained of.

"T'he amount of losy sustained by this overflow can ag well be ascertained by
reforence to the property returns in your department as otherwise, consisting
principally of a large quantity of fencing and Luildings, containing all the sup-
plies raised upon the farms the past season, farming tools, and sced grain newly
supplied. The total loss on the Klumath reservation will not fall short of from
thirty to forty thousand dollus; and now I must take the responsibility of
purchasing freslu supplies for 2,200 Indians at that place, or they will cither
perish for lack of food or return to their old haunts, and remew a war (perhaps
to their own extermination) by the recommencement ot depredations on the
settlers’ stock, which they must do_from necessity or die.

In comnexion with this sad affur I must add annther, Townards the last of
Scptember I contracted for about 350 or 400 liead of tame American eattle for
the use of the Indians in the Mendocino and Round Valley or Nome Cult reser-
vations, and in November I started one-bulf of them to the former and the re-
wainder to the latter.  Those going to Mendocino were stopped by high water,
and those to Round valley were overtaker. m the top of tho mountain in o most
terrific snow-storm.  'The men in charge vecame justly alarmed for their own
gafety and fled to the valley, leaving the eattle, whieh it was impossible to con-
trol; about fifty, I am informed, thus perished in the gtorm,

During the pust fall months I have succeeded in collecting on the reservations
at least one thonsand additional Indiang, and in about equal numbers on each,
viz: Mendoeino, Kound Valley, and the Kiumath, numbering now as follows:
Round Valley, 2,000; Mendocine, 1,600 or 1,700; and Xlunath, 2,200, and about
300 in the viehity of and on Nome Lackee reservation.

From the latter I have remaved all the aninnls and other movalile property
to Round Valley or Nome Cult, and have just discharged the supervisor and
other employds, leaving the building and the few seattered Indians in the wateh-
ful care of one mun alone. ‘

My reasons for abandoning Nome Lackee were fully explained in iy veport of
July last, since which time my-views have been move fully confirmed in the
propricty of ro doing.

Again: I beg leave to eall immediate attention to -the great - importance of
providing ways and means of paying the settlers on the Nome Cult a fair valua-
tion for their furms and improvements, and remove them at onte entirely out of
the valley.

Sinee my lngt report several persons have entered what they are pleased to
call swamps and overflowed lands on this rexervation, and have thus taken pos-
sesgion of, and even purchased, some five hundred acres of the best land (within
our inclosure) nnder cover of the law granting to the States the swamped and
overlowed lands.  Now these gettlers are becoming more numerous every yoar,
and are already exceedingly aunoying, both to the cmployd and the Indinns, A
liquor cstublishment is kept in said valley, at which place the troublesome white
men become intoxicated, then come on the farms, threntening the cmployds, and
abusing the Indiang, and recently they masanered one hundred and cight Indians
in that vicinity, under the plea that they or some others had stolen and killed
gome of their hogs nnd enttle, and on two other nceasiony, within the last two
years, several other Indinns have been murdered in the most inhuman and cold-
blooded manmer.  Counsel, the best I can find to consult, say that we cannot
compel these men to abandon this valley, from the fact, that one of my prede-
cessors invited and encowraged settlements in said valley when hie was superin-
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tending agent of Indinv affairs, Of this I know nothing, except through infor-
mntion of others, but onc thing is certain, that a great number of cattle are
being brought into this valley Dy the scttlers, and are devouring the grass upon
which the government animals have to subsist; that our fences are thrown open
in a clandestine manner, and thus the erops are constantly exposed to destruction.

I state the above facts to give additional weight in respeetfully urging the
neeessity, without any longer delay, of providing means to pay for, and a com-
mission to fix upon, the valwation of their fmprovements, so as to immedintely
remove them from the valley; and in connexion with this, and enlargement of
snid reservation, as suggested in my July report, which will secure to the Indians
their fisheries and o hamting-ground, all of which is whoelly unfit for cultivation
as scttlements for white people, but well adapted for the purpose needed.  The
moneys ariging from the sale of the Nome Lackee reservation would go far towards
paying for the whole of the firms and inprovements on the Nome Cult reserve,
aud without a large sumn of moncey to fenee up the Nome Lakee it ean never be
worth anything hercafter as a reservation, which is now run over with the stock
of the surrounding country and becoming thickly settled. .

In the month of October lnst 1 apprehiended three kidnappers, nbout fourteen
miles from the eity of Marysville, who had nine Indian ehildven, from three to
ten years of nge, which they had taken from el river, in hunboldt county.
One of the three was discharged on a writ of Zabeas corpus, upon the testimony
of the other two, who stated that “he was not interested in the matter of taking
the children;” after his discharge the two made an vitort to get clear by futro-
ducing the third one as a witness, who testified that “it was an act of charity on
the part of the two to hunt up the children aud then provide homes for them,
beeause their parents had been killed, and the children would have perished
with hunger” My connsel inquired “how he kuew their parents had been
killed 7" # heeanse,” said he, I killed some of them myself.”  Suffice it to say,
I found good liomes for the childrven, who are now doing well, and their kidnap-
pers each were placed under five hundred dollars bonds to appear and answer,

The fuet is, kidnapping Indians has become quite n business of profit, and I
have no doubt iy at the foundation of the so-called Indiam wars. T'o counternct
this unholy trafic in human blond and souls, I have appointed a number of
special agents in the ecountry through which the kidnappers pass when earrying
the Indiang to market in the settlements, with instructions to wateh for them,
and thug, I think, that o temporary eheck has been put to their commeree.

I shall make an ¢ffort this winker, in « memorial to the State legislature, to
have the law repealed nuthorizing the indenturing of Indians, under cover of
which all this trouble exists, .

I lve just completed a division of the Indinn goods which you ehipped from
Nuw York, with which I ghall immediately proceed, in person, and Jiﬂtribute
that portion I have in my cluuge among the Indiang on the several reservations
within my superintendence. My eollengue and myself made an equal division
of the oods, cach elaiming to have the Jargest number of Indians to provide for.
But this matter will, in due time, be settled by the number of Indians which will
be brought upon the rescrvations, and the wmount of produce our respective
retwvns will show.  In the meantime I entertain a hope that it will heget a
rivalry Detween each superintending agent by trying o excel in productions of
crops from year to year.  And in thiy, it wo do our duty faithfully, it will evi-
denee itself very soon in the improvement of the Indinns throughout the State.

It will be seen now that, with the veeent inerense of over one thousand Indinns
by removul, there is an aggregate of about six thousand Inidians on all the reser-
vations, full as many as there are means to support through the winter, and until
another hurvest shall avrive. I am most reluctantly compelled, therefore, to re-
fuse to increase the number for the present, althouglk I have almost daily appli-
cations to do 8o urged in the strongest manner, except I am placed in additional
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funds for that purpose, There nve ahout six or seven thousand more Indiang
who should be removed and immediately provided for, as w sccurity aguinst and
prevention of further Indian wars and troubles, which must otherwise result
from their starving condition,

Allow me ngain to urge the dmperative necessity of providing the superintending
agent with means to employ « clerk. It cannot be otherwise than that ho must
negleet many of the important interests and duties conneeted with the India
gervice without such provision is made, Ife canmot be in his offico and attend
to angwering the numerous correspondents he has on officinl business, and at the
same time personally dircet and superintend the affairs on the several rescrva-
tiony, where his presence is constantly nceessary. Many communications of
much interest have to be passed by for luck of such needed nssistance.

Iam happy to say that the health and general condition of the Indinns on
all the reservationg hias groatly improved within the last fow momths,  This is
attributable in the main to the introduction of employés on the reservations who
bring their wives along with them, whow I employ in teaching the female Indians
how to cut and make up their own elothing, and also instruct them in many other
arts of domestic aconomy.  Kight of my employds have their wives on the reser-
vations, and the mozal effect of this policy is ncknowledged by all to be salutary.
Only one of the old employds have Z retained. e i3 an excellent man, and
has given proof of his fitness for the position he has.

I am fully convineed of the great impropriety and evil of such frequent changes
in officers and employds.  T'he Indiany ave no politicians, and they eannot con-
ceive why it ig that the good, industrious, sober, and virtuous are so frequently
exchanged for those of the opposite character.

In conelusion, permit me to say that the present condition of Indinn affaivs, tak-
ing into congideration the losgs on the Klamath reservation, (which less than from
thirty to forty thousand dollars will not make good,) the restocking of each reser-
vation with more farming tools, work animaly, and a sufliciency of cattle for becf,
milk, &e., together with two suits of clothes for each Indian per annum, will de-
mand no¢ Iess than the sum of one Zundred and eighty thousand dollars per
annum alone for the northern district; and with that suin of money per annum
there will then, und then only, be n scewity against wars and difficultics in the
future, and there never was anything more truthful thun the saying, «“It is
chieaper to teed the Indians than to fight them.”

I hve the honor to be your obedieut servant,
GIE0. M. HANSON,
Superintending Agent Indian Affairs, N, Dist. Cal.
IIon. W P. Doun,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
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