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It is usual to associate with preconceptions nat-
urally formed in the mind of the emigrant about
to start for California, an indefinable dread of sav.
age terrors, such as sucy Indians and prowling
wild bensts are apt to inspire. [n the fancies of
every adventurer from civilized and enlightened
soenes there are always pictured many unreal
dangers attendant on their trip into these remote
wilds, and let him be ever so well informed con-

corning the history of his future home,. and the |

character of its inhabitants, deriving his knowl-
edge from the best accredited testimony, there

will still be a vast deal of unnecessary apprehen- |

sions nurtured. Every one supposes that in com-

ing to California there are certain dangers tobe |
encountered, which eastward of the Rocky moun- |

tains are believed inseparable from the toils and |

and trials of the western pioneer. This all-prev-

alent impression is carried around Cape Horn, and |

comes across the country in the tangible shape
of bowie-knives and five barrelled revolving fire

arms. Even on arriving here, in the hurry of|
landing the Californian does not forget his weap-|

ons of defence, and we mot unfrequently en-
counter one in the streets of San Francisco,
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armed cap-a-pie asif fora desperate hand-to-
hand encounter witha California “savage.” It
would be somewhat difficult to find such an ene-
my under a copper skin, were we to search the
country through. As much may not be said of
other complexions, however. All these fears
are idle, though such preconceptions are perfect-
ly natural, and we are willing that as a peculiar-
ity of the present California emigration it should
regulate and adapt itself to the spirit of the times
until at length overcome by the march of im-

provoment
Tbo oa.rly pnoneeri of thé A;glo Saxon race

found a different state of things existing on the
Pacific coast than from experience and knowl-

edge of other parts of the continent, quite asun-|

cultivated, they were led to presume. At no

time since the occupation of this country by

Americans have the settlers had serious cause of
complaint against the Indians who occupied the
broad lands upon which they have chosen to re-
side. They were viewed as a vagabond, thrif-
less and degraded people, depraved by the influ-
ence of Spanish missions rather than vicious in
the pursuit of their natural inclinations. The
depredatory incursions of the roving and more
mischievous tribes, amounted to nothing more
than the theft of horses from their Spanish mas-
ters, and which they possibly considered but re-
claimed property. The ranchories in turn would

pursue the robbers and in almost every instance |
would be the first to shed blood. In this man-|

ner the Indians of Tulare valley were dealt
with, and they were considered the most hostile
of all the tr'' . uround. Our countrymen found
little difficulty in reconciling these brutish beings
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toa olmlgo of masters. Althongh the names of
Jose and Jesus were identified with the most dar-
ing deeds performed by the horse thief Indians,
these influential chiefs readily rendered their as-
sistance to Col. Fremont in the subjugation of the
country, and evinced by their subsequent conduct
a desire to be at peace with Americans. Since
the discovery of gold, and the more suddgn inno-
vation of Yankee greaness in all parg of Califor-
nia, very little opposition from Indians has been
encountered, and sections of country have been
penetrated by small parties where two years ago
it would have been believed impracticable for a
large number of armed men to sustain themselves
against the [ndians. Feather river, King's river,
Clear Lake and the southern tributaries of the
San Joaquin, were no longer ago than this infest-
ed by Indians, wild and warlike. Yet our peo-
ple have subdued them withont a blow—with-
out scarce a manifestation of strength. This
certainly proves the Indians of this country
tractable, if it does not clearly establish their in-
offensiveness and desire to live at peace with the
whites.

But the blood of white and red man has been
spilled, and not one hundred miles from the ear-
liest established Anglo-Saxon trading post in Ca-
lifornia. The Indians of Columa, among whom
the kindly deeds of the veteran pioneer Captain
Sutter bad for many years been warmly cherish-
ed, were the first to reap the evil of intercourse
with their white masters. .Last year they were
forced to flee the mountains and become vagrants
in the valley settlements.
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of the fruits of intercourse with an inhuman, un-

ve wo reason for acts of violence or

1
’f Is such a course consistent with hu-
mane policy or to be countenanced by a Chirstian
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