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Placer Times, Volume 1, Number 2, 5 May 1849 — Untitled [ARTICLE]
Indswan  oulrages—seven wlule men mur-
‘dered —The pist monih has wituessed scenes
‘of ou ragg and violence 1 the mines, and
events have occurred to disturb the tranguil-|
ity hithedto pervading the mining rummumty
—-creating a sensation never before expe-,
'nienced siice the discovery of the gold. The

'particulics o0 these outrages committed by
‘the [udios vere communicaied to us shortly |
IMter Qeculn v v.b-o—q wn:l} contirmed.
‘ The frs: e of five young men on
!the Midd -\ pi.a"e on or about the
15th st : « eight had encamped on |
‘thxs stres j [ £ Hlilb‘,.\l below a Wul‘ked de-'
posnto kKoowoons e Spamish Bar. Three of

tne numiber started out prospecting one day,
purposing to be absent five days, but on their |
return they found their eamp ahanclnned and
pu.ued up an_Indian arrow near by, This
‘alarmed them and led to an examination of
' the place, and stains of blood were tound, to- |
fgether with a nomber of lndian arrows, av,‘l:
[ A purqe 0! g Y 1 recCOTuIzZe d as t}u' pr-v'v ':--' o :
'UIIO 0' H) Lo missing compationsy l g “. it~
-modmh P Start d tor (,tm)m.l. dmi arnving .lt,.
’the \ll { IGP'H’[ d the mau er, and a:“ed their | |
csuspreions of foul play. A party was s00n |
made up who accompanied them to the spot|
occupied as their camp, and resuming the |
wearch discov ere(l foot prlnH IPﬂdl'l" fl om the,
place ; thes» they followed, which led them to!
'an Indian ranchoria. U pon examination of
‘the several lodees a blanket was foaud. |dem|~l
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"tne severdl ioages a DIANKEL wAas [oualuad, iaentiy-

1
iof the five mdered men were James Joha- |
lson, Na:han English, Benjamimn Wood, and a |t
'M!' 'l'hompwn {

t

fiad a3 belonging to ene of their companions. | ¢
The Indians upon bemg charged with thel.
murder of these men, betrayed lear and guilt, |«
nn«l hn». v nl(w::}'!'xi Lo tes«'ape, the_v were ||
pursnml and two of them killed  1'he names

We bui scareely cmnmlttm] to paper the
fm‘egmncr a-connt, when the ollowing partie-

'ulars of the second outrage were received. ;'
» Three men. whose names were Lieonard, Sar-

~

gent. and Qarter, were at work together on
the Midid « Y ik of the Amenican,  One day
they wern vwir-J by a party of about twenty
Indians, who lahored with them during the
remainder of the day, aul encamped near by
at night T'he next day while the whites
were at work, a short distance from ecamp,

where their arins were deposited, Leonard re-|
ceived an arrow in hs back; Sargent was
shertly after wounded in the side. and these
two andeavored t swim the river, winle Car-
terf defendine thoe ceenpe with stones, con

tru'\d to keep the Luduws to cheek.  Laconacd 8

4

reached the op pusxte bank, and was shonlvm
after joined by Carter; Sargent, though, was | ¢
drowped. The two now set out for the Forks i

-

L AR RN .. B ™

S N e

(o]

=~

| | while the Indians crossed the river in pursuit,
' but Carter was shortly obliged to abandon his
companion, who declared himseif unable to
| proceed ; the Indians shortly after came upon
| Leonard and put him to death by beating in
'his skull. Carter escaped, told the story of
“his companions at the nearest camp, and pro-
:cured a party to return. Nothing was dis-
‘covered of the Indian murderers, however.
These outrages so incensed the whites at Co-
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luma that acompany was organized to capture
‘the [ndian eriminals. Several prisoners were
'made, who, upon being taken to trial, at-
tempted to escape and were shot.

We present these particulars as they wera
furnished us, and, for ourself, entertain not a

'doubt that tbev are otherwise than substan-

tially correct. The Indians of the North
F'ork have, for some length of time, from the
mischievousness of their nature, 1t 13 alleged,
been a source of annoyance to miners and
others frequenting the American river mines,
although, on the other hand, instances are
‘shown where proper remuneration has pro-
‘cured their services as gold washers, and dili-
gent and faithful laborers they have proved.
Individually, we have not the teachings of ex-
perience to uphold either of these as-ertions,
but we have no hesi'ancy in declaring it our
firm conviction that many, very many of the
vices so readily ascribed io the prumptings of
nature, are, even here, among the most infe~
rior tribes west of the Rocky Mountaius, the
effact of an easy association with a class of
our countrymen, of all qualities claimung, the
least fitted to render Indians subversive to the
interests of white men, or subdue inherent In-
dian passions.  DBut the murders on the
American river—the barbarities related above
—to what prime cause can these be traced ”
Will it ever be effectually re\ealed—-mll it
ever be said with truth ?

st

Terrible slaugzhier of Indians —The mur-
ders recently committed by the Indians on the
American river have, as we expressed it our
opinion, so thoroughly aroused the miners of
that stream and vicinity, that nothing short of
an un rconditional slanghter of the Sacramento
vall'y Indians would seem to appease the
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thirst for vengeance; terribly has their revenge
been visited upon that miserable people within
the w:ek past.

The Alcalde of this district received on
Tuesday last a letter from Wm. Daylor,/own-
er of a rancho distant 20 miles from this place,
and situated on the Cosumne river, announec~
g the arrival of a large party of armed
Americans on his grounds, and who had shot
down three of his Indians while employed in
ligging a grave. Oa Wednesday following
it transpired that an organized company,
tormed at the American, had traced a party of
indians from that river until within about ten
miles of Daylor's rancho, when, coming upon
them suddenly, every man was instantly shot
down, and the women and children taken into
cantivity. These Indians, it appears from the
statements wade by Daylor, eorroborated by.
others, composed in part the mining troop
employed by him on the Middle Fork, and
who had, hearing of the excitement caused

by the murders on that strezm, abandoned the
work to seek protection in theic own village,
under the immediate control of their employ- |
er. We cannot state with accuracy the num- |
ber slain, although it is believed to have been
not less than twenty. Three were killed a|
short distance from the house, while empioyed
in digging a grave for a member of Daylor's
family deceased. '

Oa Thursday the district Alcalde visited
the scene of bloodshed, and was shown the |
bodies of eleven Indians in one grave. The
Indians report twenty-three missing of their
indian men in all. What is reserved for the
prisoners time will show. The Indians were
without arms when slaughtered By our next
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we may be placed in possession of further de-
tails, and corrections be required in the fore-
going, all of which will be promptly presented.
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