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Correspondence of the Sacramento Traascript.

1'dE PrINTERS aND THE CounNciL =—

GextLEMEN : I have recently been|'

2to the mountains, and would give
1 description of the towns and mines
through which I have passed, had not
your numerous correspondents cover-
ed nearly all the ground before me.

I stopped over night at Pilot Hill,
some fifty miles from here. Acciden-
tally meeting a friend after sun-down,
he proposed visiting an Indian war-
dence. Having heard much of the
treachery, cruelty, thievery and mu-

ders of the Indians, and having no|-

faith in the reports I had heard, I de-
termined to go to the dance and judge
as best I could on the subject. Un-
armed and alone, Gardner Loveitt and
myself started on a trail over as rug-
ged a country as I ever travelled, and
that is saying something, for I came
to this country over the Plains. After
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travelling up and down ravines, guleh-
es and canons for about fonr miles, we
suddenly came upon the fires of the
yelling and whooping Iudians. Here
I stopped my companion, and asked
him if he thought danger was to be|!
apprehended from the Indians, as we
bad no arms. Loveitt said he did not
know—that he had heard of the treach-
ery and it might be true, but he did
not lbelieve it—said he knew some
three or four of the Indians—that they
visited his camp in the woods at all
times, and that although his camp ap-
paratus was constantiy exposed he
never lost anything. Go on, I said,|
and I will follow where you lead. We
entered an inclosure of tall bushes set|
in a circle about twice as large as an
ordinary circus, forming a most lovely
bower, through which the moon strug-|;
gled hard to send her rays, until she|
had got high enough to look dowu|

perpendicularly upon us. In the cen-|.
tre of the bower was a large blazing|:
fire of faggots, and near it what|
might be termed a Liberty Pole,
around which were about sixty Indi-|
an men, some entirely naked, and all|
very nearly so, Around the edge of
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the circle were small fires, about which/|.
gathered old male and female Indians,|

young squaws and young sanopes :

in fact Indians of all ages, from three|

months old up to seventy years. I

judged there were near one hundred|
full zrown Indian men, and another|

hundred old men, females and children.

Beside Mr. Loveitt and myself, there|
soon arrived C. S. Cooper, Jos. Muu-|

phy, Morgan O’Brien and William
Wright, making not a very strong
posse of whites, but as many as I de-

sired ; for, as I said before, I have no|

faith in unprovoked Indian murders.

The dancers gathered around the|
pole, and one with sticks commenced|.
beating on the pole, making a smali|
clattering noise, at which all- com-|

menced singing or chanting in slow,

measured words, with but little vari-
ation. At this all commenced dan-|
cing, which was nothing more than|
bending their bodies a little forward|

and stepping or stamping right up
and down. Ina few moments they
would gradually begin to move from
the Pole to encircle the fire, and there
remain stationary, stamping or dan-

cing, when, at once, all would ejacu-|.

late something like “ah! yah! hah!!
yoo ¥t 1% The dance was then ended,

and all returned to encircle the pole.

This sort of amusement was enacted,

with but siight variation, for three or|

four hours. Sometimes thev would
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VL JI1UuULS, DUVLITLIINCD Wity  wuoulu
dance or stamp, in time with a noise
like that made by a high pressure
steamboat. It was curicus to see how|
all gave the steamboat sound at thel
very identical instant.  Four Indian
females danced, sranding behind - the
men. ‘The female dancers were jen-|
tirely nude aboye their bips. - Many|
other females were naked smbnabn& "

—_———

vut generally their forms were not as
rerfect as the men. I never before
aw, nor do I ever again expect to be-
10ld, so much beaunty of symmetry.
Not one ill-shaped limb wwas there,

With one Indian girl I was greatly
truck. She hada blanket, but it was
1sually dropped from her shouldersto

he ground on which shesat. I thought
ier, from face, features and snze,abo'ut
leven years of age, yet was she a
nost perfectly developed female of the
rears of ripe puberty. She huad a
*hild ; the little fellow, like its moth-
r, was a picture. I had a long silk
1andkerchief, with flowing red ground
vork, which 1 drew forth and envel-
»ped the child with. You can judge,
[ was longer than was absolutely ne-

ressary in wrapping up the babe.

I could fill many sheets with just
uch wuninteresting matter, but pre-
sume even this much will be rejected.

Yours, 3R

P. S.—In thiscountry, in my opih-

J
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on, are some hundreds of men, so
yrave, bold and high-minded as to
shoot a naked and defenceless Indian
voman, for the nohle and praise-wor-

hy objeet of trying their rifles, If
he Indians should steal a mule or ox'
n retaliation for such acts why ex-

erminate the whole race of them, and
hen pass a vote of thauks to the indi-
riduals and wholesale murderers, but

1ever censure a white man for merely

iending a little cold lead through a
boor ignorant, unarmed, naked Indlan
voman or child.

I'he following remarks are so just that-
ve extract them from the Journal of

“ommerce, for the benefit of whomit
nay concern :

We listened with some interest last

3\fe11ing to a discussion in the Coun-
»1l, whether the «“Daily Herald,’

1ewly started paperin our city, should
publish the ci'y ordinances, and it

was strongly opposed by three mem-

vers of the Board, mainly because the’

aditors of that paper had published
some severe strictyres against the City

Council. We were in doubt, well

inowing the effect of such opposition,
whether the gentlemen opposing said
»aper were its friends or enemies, and
or the very reason that we have long

watched the efiect of such opposition..
We know no surer way to build up a
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paper and oive it wide influence, than

for a city body to condemn its free-

lom of speech; every citizen who
Jhinks he has cause of censure or
quarrel against the Council, is sure

from that moment to rally as the friend

f such paper, and the consequence is,
that the paper is strengthened, and

the corporate body that oppo:ed them

is weakened.

On the score of economy, and our
fathers have no right to be particular
on this subject, the greatest economy
is a wide dissemination of their aets;
but if they become savage on the sub-
ject, the best way is to appoint an or=
gan, which will print at the lowest
paying prices, and defend their actsat
the same time. We advise this as a
friend, and we are the friend of the
present Council. It would seem, from
the acts of last night’s Board of Alder.
men, as if the rrentlemen composm
the same, were by every word arming
those opposed thh a strength \Vhl(!h

f)y¢

fture of the Louucll I
Public opinion is all powerful and
‘he press that is successful in this coun:
ry is but the echo of public opinion;
‘herefore, any of these public ebullis
.lons against members of it who exs
oress freely their opinions, only put
:he parties who indulge therein  into
w autagon:istic light in which: they

mMuct cnifar serithant at tha ecama f;mn
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must suifer, without at the same time
*ﬂmrwgz. nay, e'chalﬁ Wa m

[‘” ?..P., 9:93‘{ ey attae ol
gu u 3 \:s gl?a‘ &l&‘ ' ‘
wrlgar}l 0'04, ‘~
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