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Sacramento Transcript, Volume 1, Number 139, 11 October 1850 — The I* cvee—Posture of Affairs.

[ARTICLE]
The Levee-l?mure of Affairs.

We are qmte sure that the present pos-
ture of affairs on the Levee, as shadowed
forth by the proceedings of the City Coun®
cil last evening, will be regarded as lamer.
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table in the extreme.

It appears from a statement submitted by |-

Mr. Binney, the- Engineer, and from re-
marks made by the Levee Committee, that
for the last three days the work on that part
of the Levee, under the immediate control
«f the original contractors, has been virtu-
ally suspended. A large portion of the
Levee has been sub-let, to wit: Sections 4,
5,6, 7 and 8—on a portion of which there
is scarcely force sufficient to complete the
work within the period specified. But the

main cause of doubt as to whether the Levee |

will be completed at an early day, arises
from the manner in which the original con-
tractors, who have sections 1,2, 3, 9,10 and

11, are performing their work. The Engi-|.

neer reports all of these sections (except the

second) as having been “ virtually abandon-|:
ed.” The force supplied by these contrac- |
tors amounts only to thirteen scrapers and |
anine men! And the entire force of original |,
and sub-contractors, sums up as follows:|
16 carts, 18 scrapers, and 113 men—* to- |
tally inadequate,” as Mr. Binney remarks, |

“to complete the work.”
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After the presentation of Mr. Binney’s
statement to the Council, Mr. Strong offer-
ed the following resolution:

- Resolved, That the contractors on the Le—
vee be mformed that unless immediate com-
%hance be made with the demands of the

oineer and Levee Committee, the work
will be re-let under the contract.

'The President of the Council stated that
the city was ready to comply with the con-
tract on its part—that money was now
aw altmv the progress of the work.
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By pemnssmn of the Council, Mr. Binney
stated that with the exception of the sub-
contracts, the Levee was not progressing
with that eneroy which the season required.
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Mr. Tweed remarked that Mr. Gay (one
of the original contractors) desired him to
gay, that all the hands had been paid, and
no difficulty would exist hereafter. That
every one seemed disappointed, although it
was gratifying, that the city had been able
to comply with her part of the contract, and
that in cash. Mr. Tweed proposed that the
matter should he over.

Dr Mackenzxe moved that the statement
of the Engineer be referred to the Levee
Committee, with instructions to report to-
morrow (this) evening.

Mr. Hardenburg remarked that the Levee
Committee had done what they conceived
to be their duty in this matter, and all far-
ther responsibility must rest withthe Coun-
cil or where it properly belonged. :

i

Mr. Strong was in favor of decxnvem-
tion, and urged the passage of his readlunon
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- Mr. McDowell was in favor of posmvel
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movements, but thought this matter admit-
ief ofdelay in @®onsequence of its great
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r"l'he ayes and noes bemg called on Dr.
Nackenzle s motion, it was lost, as follows:
Ayes—Messrs. McDowell and Mackenzie.
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~ Nays—Messrs. Moore, Queen, Strong,

Tweed and Hardenburg
The question recurring on Mr. Strong 8
motmn, xt wa.s adopted.

Ttis certamly a source of the deepest re-

gret to find our Levee placed in so unsatis-|

factory a position. The contractors have
heretofore won for themselves golden opin-
ions for their energy and promptitude, and
'we yet have strong hopes that their embar-

rdssment is but temporary, and will be spee- |
dily overcome. One thing is certain, let|
the people pay their taxes, and we havethe |-

strongest assurances that the Levee will be

completed, even though it be found neces- |

Juy to re-let the work.

Ianml)zrnmuous—'l‘helndmmall
alotg the upper Sacramento and Trinity
d;ggmgs are becoming exceed:mgly trou- |
blesome. We have several late aownnts
d’uﬁmlencommmedbythem. P

Abouttwoweehmce,nearthe upper
__crossing of the Trinity, a man named Otey
”ﬁihgdmg,hrpumerbangmthe
< - Bomething hitting him, he turned
mghqovetedthm Indnm,%vhohaddis—
clitgad»dmr aIToOwWSs, &reoofthempmb-

hm,ﬂlbbnck. On starting for the

mmouﬁny

uf;dnmghupam two more‘

m“th-tnf a vomng m,]
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