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Sacramento Transcript, Volume 2, Number 17, 13 November 1850 — The Late Epidemic. [ARTICLE]

The Late Epidemic,

Now that the late epidemic which siuce
the 20th of October ult., has stricken down
hundreds of our citizens, is pusmg away,
it is proper to take a calm review of its
effects. The full reports of mortality which
have from day to day been published, en-
able us to speak understandingly on the
subject.

AT Rl

When lhe cholera bmke out (tlu. ‘.’Oth of
Oct.,) our city was in the most prosperous
condition. Business was brisk. Health
and cheerfulness were almost universal.
The purity of our climate and the remark-
able freedam from mortality that had pre-
vailed since eprly spring had lulled every-
one into perfect security. During the sum-
mer few could complain of bodily afflic-
tions, save the worn down immigrant just
in from the plains. Inour fancied security
a heedlessness of the laws of health had
become as universal as was health itself.
The back yards to our numerous restaurants,
hotels, stables and markets were strewn
with the iilth that had been accumulating
since the first blow was struck to rear our
city. Behind large groceries might be seen
piles of fish barrels, meat casks, hoops, salt
and all the filth that wonld naturally accu-
mulate from the refuse matter of thousands
of barrels of salted provisions which had
been opened and retailed to our citizens,
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and to the tens of thousands of miners who
purchased their supplies from us. Casks
of spoiled meat, cheeseg, &c., were emptied
in the suburbs of the city and left to iufect
the atmosphere for miles around. Neither
were the streets free from spoiled vegeta-
bles and matter wasting by the slow pro-
cess of decomposition. Large numbers of
men might be seen every night sleeping in
the open air on the giound or upon boxes
of merchandise. This portion of our citi-
zeus, as a geuneral thing, paid little atten-
tion either to cleanliness or the wholesome
ness of their diet. Strange to say, while
this state of things continued thmgh the
summer, the number of deaths in our pop-
Iheuyneﬂo\u exceeded ten or twclve

Boonll srmais S

in a week. hs genenl t!nng, these
deatiis were the result of exposure, intem-
perance or over-exertion.

But po Board of Health was in existence
to give the alarm, and a day of retribution
was at bmmd. We were not deserving of
such security. Inour recklessness we were
preparing the way forYhe triumph of the
fell destroyer; and on the 20th day of Oct.
the cholera im its most virnlent form made
its appearance in our midst. Fora day or
two its presence was disputed, but the mor-
tality increased in five days to such an ex-
tent that it was impossible for the most
stubborn not to be convinced of its pres-
ence. By when dur city seavecly
“eontained a population 000, the mortal-
ity had reached the alarming height of from
thirty to forty per day. Then it was that
the panic spread abroad. Crowds flocked
by every road from the city. The steam-

Sl B Al W e s sy ieke

e a4 e

e AR 8 B8 fA e e s

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=ST18501113.2.4&srpos=99&dl...

5/10/2015 10:19 PM



The Late Epidemic. — Sacramento Transcript 13 November 1850 — Cal...

30f7

‘boats left the levee crowded with passen-

.cd f:‘oﬂ the M h?m

gers. “From one point alone,—the Harse
Market en K street, men left for upwards of
a week at the rate of a hundred a day. Thud
the city was soon deserted. Business was
suspended. Nearly all the large saloons
closed, and there eould not have beeu at

one time more than 3,000 people in Sacra-|

mento. Many of the fittest subjeets for
cholera, however, could not leave ;—those
dwhabm,lhaudym:a»
wigrant, the Sandwich Islander, the poor
Inborer but just arrived, the unclean and.

hﬂnd. always to Nw ﬁ»dﬁﬂ.
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when it reached its mnimntn. !‘ 1 that
rinsh thare were aboiit st sanal Bumbey of
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ume, Mere Were about an equal NUmvey o1
deaths up to Nov. 6, when the list dropped
from thmyum to mtytanr From that |
time to this, a gmdtul dunmmlonium*
place; und we trast in a fow days we shall
ve a single to re '
lothne"ng cnse Pirl ¥ W)
WeLe Mmfxn.-No act of the Common
Council in this city, has given greatér satis-
factum, than the ¢lection of Mr. Harden-
burgh to the Presidency of that body. That |
gentleman’s course since his connection
with our wmunicipal government has been

mtighﬁorwnd, lndependeht, and  above |

suspicion of sinister motives.  Mr. Harden-
burgh is a positive man—you know exactly
where to find him—and yet o unobtrusive
has been his conduet, so free from all at-
tempt to make any display, that he was not
the man to set himself up among the fore-
most. Ilis labors have not all been in the
Couneil Chamber. But like a devoted pub-
lic servant, he has constantly studied the
necessities of our growing city. If any one
wished information on auy subjeet connect-
ed with the eity’s affairs, Mr. Hardesburgh
was the nian to inform him.  When public
improvements have been going on, he has
taken the respounsibility of seeing that every
thing is properly donme. When bis
individual interests were involved, the clos-
estseratiny into his acts could not detect a
selfish motive. He has dene his daty nobly.
If the gratitude and counfidence of a whole
community are worth any thing he certain-
ly has that much already towards reward
for his services. It is a pleasure to elevate
one to a post of power, who by his acts has
proved himself worthy. We trust that as

affifi. 2t 0hte Annsimtenr hanamen stance actelel
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atlidirs iu this country become more settled,
all oflices of high trustand honor will be be-
stowed upon men who have proved them-
selves worthy of coufidence, by the faithful

discharge of public duties.

il

Arr Goxe.—There is a singalar and la-
mentable history connected with the bark
Abby Daker, of Yarmouth, Me., now lying
at our levee.  She was commanded by Capt.
Timothy Pratt. His wife and family were
also on board with him. Capt. Pratt died a
short time before the arrival of the bark at
San Francisco. Augustus Pratt, his son,
who hiad been acting as mate, then took
charge and brought the bark into the Bay,
and up to Sacramento. On the 30th of lgst
month he became one of the unfortunate
vietims of the cholera. One hour after-
wards his brother Enos died. On the lst
instant Lis brother William died of the same
disease.  On the 3d a Duatch boy belonging
to the ship died. And on the 5th Mrs. Jane
Pratt, the wife of Capt. Timothy Pratt died,
leaving a hittle boy nine years of age, who
has been kindly taken charge of, and will
be sent to the States by the earliest convey-
ance. Others were taken sick on board the
bark, and sent to the hospital, until the ves-
sel was entirely deserted. .

fullen into the hands of the Public Admin-

istrator. :
—_———— - @ ——
Crorera.—We learn from Algeria that

the cholera had ceased at Boma, and had
broken out at Biscara, where it attacked
dogs, fowls and other animals, with the
same violence as human beings. Query—
What has cansed the mortalijy among rats

The find'e of the matter is, that she has|.
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in onr city? There is an unusually large
namber of dead ones lying around oar
| streets.,

. —-—.—.~.—‘..———-—-.-—.—~

- Nooxey vs Marviy.—Some time ago the
returns we had received, gave Marvin 3333
‘votes, and Noouney 2615. The returns we
‘have received thus far, give the following

result: .
R e MR e .. 3364
NDOREY, - dvind s bisiv Sepunnt ' 2010

Marvin’s plurality,....-; 151

What says the Alta now? We reckon we

I have 'em.

o @ e
Caveur Acaiv.—Blucher Haskel, who
was lately lynched and imprisoned for steal-

ing £5,000 at Nevada City, was yesterday |

brought before Justice Swift, charged with
grand larceny. He emtered the house of
a German on the corner of 9th and M streets,

and rifled a trunk of a gold watch and chain, |

abead purse, and some money. On coming
ont, he was accosted by the tady of the
house, who requested him to stop; but he
ran, and was finally brought up by a gen-
tleman who presented a pistol at him. He

was bound over to the District Court in the |

sum of §800, and failing to give bail, was
seut on board the prison ship, where we

bope the keepers will take especial good |

care of him.

Murroens Y Inpians at HomsoLpr Bavy. |

—By the arrival of the brig Colorado, last
evening, from Humboldt r, we learn
that Mr. D. Turner, of Kentucky, while on
bis way to the mines with a drove of cattle,
was attacked by three Mad River Indians
thout 20 miles from the settlement, and
cilled. On the 31st of October a party of

Klke River Indians®attarkod Me Tormas Q

1
{
]

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=ST18501113.2.4&srpos=99&dl...

5/10/2015 10:19 PM



The Late Epidemic. — Sacramento Transcript 13 November 1850 — Cal...  http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=ST18501113.2.4&srpos=99&dl...

70f7 5/10/2015 10:19 PM



