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Wherever the white man has come in contact with |,
the red, with a few exceptions, discord has been en-
gendered and blood has been poured out like water. | ¢
Could all the human gore that the discovery of Ame- | )
rica has cost the poor aborigines be rolled into one |
collected stream, Heaven itself would blush to look
uponit. The Spaniard commenced the extermina-
tion in the West Indies, and a few years were suffi-
cient to obliterate from the face of their native isles
all trace of the most harmless and inoffensive race
that ever roamed the earth. They were reduced to
slavery, hunted down with bloodhounds, their spirits
broken with abuse and degradation, and their bodies
worn out and crushed under a conscienceless ser-
vitude.

Our own puritan ancestors treated them but little
if any better. On the very beech of Plymoth their
blood was shed at their first meeting, and their gra-
naries subsequently rifled; for which, if they dared
show any resentment, all means of punishment
and revenge were held justifiable. So it has been
ever since. - The whole country has been gradually
wrested from them, by one plan or another, by con-
quest or by treaties which they have been induced
to enter into through the influence of rum. Not that
all treaties have been thas coutracted, for they have
not. But whien the treaty transactious have been fair
and honorable, the funds have too eften fell into the
hands of harpies who have hung upon the flanks of
the Commissioners, and ‘he poor Indian has been
robbed and fleeced of the price of his birthright.

Thus he has faded or fled away like a dissipating
mist before the moruing sun, from the presence of
the Baxon—that race which Hamilton, of |,
South Carolina, designated as par excellence “ land’
stealers.” All of these things have so been, but the
history has all been upon oue side. “The Indian hu[,

B =53 £ & ™ & o 5. o I ®

m s m e A M T T e

— —

none written, except the tradition of his former '
dominion and the partial testimonies against h by
the prejudiced chroniclers who served against him |
ond always represent him in the wrong. His history |
1s a fading dream, full of horrors, of a large portion |
of which he is guiltless although made the scapegoat |
generllly to bear the blame and coundemnation for all
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continent has experienced for the last three hundred
years.

We are no advoeates for Indian barbarities. But
the same feeling which prompts their coudemnation

obliges as thorough expression of repugnance to the |

high-handed measures of Bppression which have
marked and are still marking the conduct of the
whites. It is true that there is little in the character

of the Indian which commands our respect. He is|

gmullxlcnmbnerohh-gr_onnd,ndd-bntliuhw
nothing to the happiness of the world, and positively
nothing 6 its wealth- But then it should be remem.
bered that he is master of his own actions, and iu the
view of the God of Natare has a better title 1o at
least a portion of the soil than they who have
him of it. Inour own State the same course
been pursued as at the east. Geuverally we have
found the Iudian here peaceable and disposed to live
cn friendly terms with us. He is too indolent to
desire warfare; o improvident to be in a situation
to pursue it; too void of ambition to follow itasa
means of some much-desired end.

From all that we bave scon and known of th# In-|

of this country, we fully believe there has been
m for warfure with them. And the
tign taken by the Placer Times, which avers that the
recent ridiculous attempt to get up an Indian war in
El Dorado County had its origin in a desire on the
part of a few provision dealers 1o supply the troops
with their “grub,” is to our mind a fair indication
of the patriotism of the plotters in the whole matter.
Doubtless many of the officers and privates were ac-
tuated by high and generous impulses. But that
this farce, which will probably cost the state a hun-
dred thousand dollars, was got up by speculators
there can be but little question. And the necessity
for all this expeaditure of patriotism aud military
ardot may be estimated by the fact of the total ina-
bility of the troops to find the poor frightened Indians,
who had been represented as blood-thirsty and anx-
ious for war.
The fact is, our occupation of the country has
dri to the utmost straits. Their fisheries,
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vne eir previously chief sources of supply,|
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