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The second session of the thirty-first Congress has
now been sitting more than two weeks. Judging of
what it has as yet done by the history of the first
few woeks of other sessions which have preceded
it, we cannot expect that much business of any kind
has as yet transpired in that august assembly. It is
usual to squander the mouth of December; a mere
organization being about all that is accomplished be-
fore the Christmas holidays.  This was more than was
done during the first month of the last session, some
five weeks having been consumed in the election of
u Speaker, Clerk, &c. »
If patriotism and a desire to legislate alone for the|,
good of the country actuated those lllmnlllﬂlill:'
\V-&lnnm,m-mkwuddpunlwqmbiﬂlﬂ 1
greatest importance to the country, and especially to|f
California, would receive the most earnest attention ¢
and action of that body. If they would but reflect $
that the first month of the last session was wasted in 3
a squabble as to whether Mr. Winthrop or some one |
else should be Speaker; and the next eight months ¢
in keeping California out of the Union, and that sub- |y
uent to the admission but very little legislation for |
 our benefit was done by that body, and that our ne-|a
cessities require much, they could but act promptly |
and efliciently in our behalf. =
We want a wise system of settling land claims, |y
granting dovations or pre-emptions to actual settlers |}
and encouraging by all necessary means the perma- (s
nent occupation of the soil, not by speculators but|!
by farmers and others who intend that California -
shall be their permanent home. For this purpose a
thorough survey of the State must be made and the |*
public land brought into market. Congress should f¢
also place California above the fear of bankruptey |7
by giving her a dowry, not from the U. 8. Treasary, |n
mm,htﬁuhmm which bas |
For years she had to shift for herself, unaided, un- |,
cared for, - n
JFrom the nation she received officers but no laws,
taxation but uo representation; had to support all [
her establishments, and pay at the same time wmillions |
under the name of customs. Congress must give us (|
back all this money and much more. It is but our
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due, our right.  We need and must have large grants
of land for State and educational purposes. We |l
must have a system of mails, more effective and |,
liberal by far than any hitherto grauted us. We !
out auything like the present restrictive tariff of un- |,
just rates now oppressively weighing down our inter
course and interests.

We must have treaties with our Indian tribes, and |,
of any acts additioual are necessary to enable the |«
m-h-dywintdhcmyiuom:
ﬁeol@oﬂﬁtwhnhtbqhwhmutlmﬂ:
look 1o the present session of Congress to pass them.
We want to know, and must know u hat terms
the are to be operated in. Aud | we tell |«
Cougress that they may at once give up all idea

in California.
There must nevertheless be some laws respecting
the placers, and more especially in reference to
mines as distinguished from placer deposits.  Mines
can ouly be worked to by companies and
capital. These will not be formed and invested un-
less men can obtain a title to sufficient extent of au-
riferous veins to justify a Leavy expenditure. We
upmwclmhhmwiyndjwm

 to our wants. These with many other
wmmmuu’mmmmm
dmmhnlltmhn;nh“holdum
“with. s

its protection and many who still bail it as their|!
country's flag, the presence of a Cousul is too evi- |1
dently needed and his services too manilestly a ve ||
cessity to require argument. Iti.mlywanbdnl:
Mhlﬁdﬁw,ﬂyhmwpl,
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